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THE DAY YOUR SOUL IS SET AFIRE
The Chassidic Holiday You’ve Never Heard of 
That Will Change Your Life.

8. Vayishlach
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BEREISHIT 
(GENESIS) 32:4–7

TEXT 
1

“Jacob sent angels ahead of him to his 

brother, Esau, to the land of Seir, the 

field of Edom.

“And he commanded them, saying, 

“So shall you say to my master, to 

Esau, ‘Thus said your servant Jacob: I 

have sojourned with Laban, and I have 

tarried until now.

‘And I have acquired oxen and 

donkeys, flocks, manservants, and 

maidservants, and I have sent to tell 

[this] to my master, to find favor in 

your eyes.’”

“The angels returned to Jacob, saying, 

“We came to your brother, to Esau, 

and he is also coming toward you, and 

four hundred men are with him.”

 לאֶ ויָנפָלְ םיכִאָלְמַֹ בקעֲַי חלַשְִׁיוַ
 הדֵשְׂ ריעִשֵׂ הצָרְאַ ,ויחִאָ ושָׂעֵ
:םוֹדאֱ
ֹתא וצְַיוַ  ןוּרמְֹאתֹ הכּ ֹ,רמאלֵ םָ
 ֹ,בקעֲַי Dדְבְעַ רמַאָֹ הכּ ,ושָׂעֵלְ יִֹנדאלַ
:התָּעָ דעַ רחַאֵוָ יתִּרְגַ ןבָלָ םעִ
 דבֶעֶוְ ןֹאצ ,רוֹמחֲוַ רוֹשׁ ילִ יהְִיוַ
 ,יִֹנדאלַ דיגִהַלְ החָלְשְׁאֶוָ .החָפְשִׁוְ
:Dיֶניעֵבְּ ןחֵ אֹצמְלִ
 ֹ,רמאלֵֹ בקעֲַי לאֶ םיכִאָלְמַהַ וּבשָֻׁיוַ
 IֵJה םגַוְ ,ושָׂעֵ לאֶ Dיחִאָ לאֶ וּנאבָּ
:וֹמעִ שׁיאִ תוֹאמֵ עבַּרְאַוְ ,Dתְארָקְלִ

.

TEXT 
2

“Jacob sent malachim.” The 
word malachim in this context 
is to be taken literally—angels.

 בקעי חלשיו"
 :"םיכאלמ
.שממ םיכאלמ

RASHI, BEREISHIT 
(GENESIS) 32:4–7
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Yaakov’s goal 
in sending 
angels was to
neutralize 
Esav by 
transforming
him spiritually.

RABBI DOV BER 
OF MEZERITCH, 
CITED IN SEFER 

HASICHOT 
5703, P. 155

TEXT 
3

“The Shabbat of Parshat
Vayishlach 5533 [1772] was the
Magid of Mezeritch’s last 
Shabbat in this world. Lying in 
bed, before all the members of 
the Holy Society, he said, “Rashi
states that the ‘malachim’ Jacob 
sent were ‘malachim mamash.’ 
This means Jacob sent the 
mamash [bodies] of the angels 
to Esau, but the spirituality of 
the angels remained with 
Jacob.”

 ,ג"לקת חלשיו תשרפ תבש
 ןיבר םעד ןופ תבש ןטצעל םעד
 יבר רעד טאה ,ןיד אמלעב
 ,טעב ןיא קידנעגייל ,טגאזעג
 :אשידק אירבחה לכ דמעמב
 טגאז ,״םיכאלמ בקעי חלשיו״
 םעד .״שממ םיכאלמ״ :י"שר
 טאה— םיכאלמ יד ןופ שממ
 רעבא ,ן'ושע וצ טקישעג בקעי
 זיא— םיכאלמ ןופ תוינחור יד
.ן'בקעי טימ ןבילבעג



11/30/20

4

THE REBBE, 
LIKUTEI SICHOT 

10, P. 100

TEXT 
4

“The question arises: 

Ostensibly, the reason Jacob 
sent angels, and not humans, 

to Esau is because the goal 
was to transform Esau 

spiritually. To this end, he sent 

angels, who are best-suited for 
such a job.

But why did he only send the 

angels’ “bodies”? Surely, such 

a transformation [of Esau] 

would be accomplished 
primarily by the angels’ inner 

spiritual quality?

 בקעי חלשש הז :הזב ןיבהל ךירצו
 ינב אלו . . . אקוד םיכאלמ ושעל
 יפל אוהש ,רמול רבתסמ ,םדא
 וז תוחילשב בקעי לש ותנווכש
 חלש ןכלו .ושע תא ררבל התיה
 םחוכב אקוד יכ ,םיכאלמ וילא
 רוריבה תלועפ ,וז תוחילש תואלמל

 וילא חלש המל ,הז יפ לע לבא—
 ירהד ,םיכאלמה לש "שממ"ה קר
 ךייש רוריבה ןינעש תוטשפב ןבומ
 לש ינחורה קלחל רקיעב
?םיכאלמה

Wouldn’t 
transformation 

be best 
accomplished 
by the angels 

being fully 
present, body 

and soul?
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RABBI CHAIM 

MEIR HEILMAN, 

BEIT REBBE, VOL. 

1, CHAPTER 16 

(FOOTNOTE 2)

TEXT 

5

“The Alter Rebbe asked them, 

“Why do I deserve this, and what 

do they want from me?” [The Baal 

Shem Tov and the Magid] 

answered, “The Heavenly 

accusation against your publicly 

disseminating the teachings of 

Chasidut has been renewed.” The 

Alter Rebbe asked, “If I make it out 

of here, should I stop teaching 

Chasidut?” They responded, “No. 

Because you have started, do not 

stop. To the contrary, when you go 

out of here, you shall increase.”

 ,הז ול עיגמ המל :םהמ לאש וניבר
:ול ובישהו ?ונממ םיעבות המו
 התאש לע גורטקה ךילע קזחתנש״
הברה [תודיסח] ח״אד רמוא
 :וניבר םהל רמא .״'וכ יוליגבו
 קוספא םאה ,ןאכמ אצא םאו״
רמולמ
 .ןכ אל״ :ובישהו ?[תודיסח] ח״אד
,קוספת אל— תלחתהש ןויכ
.״רתוי רמאת אצתשכל ,הברדאו

What was 
wrong with the 
Alter Rebbi’s
teaching of 
Chassidus?

What is
Chassidus?

If Chassidus is 
about the soul, 
why not for 
everyone? Why 
the opposition?
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MAIMONIDES, 

MISHNEH TORAH, 

LAWS [WHICH 

ARE] THE 

FOUNDATIONS OF 

THE TORAH 2:12

TEXT 

6

“The sages of the early generations 

commanded that these matters should only 

be explained to one person at a time. . . . 

These concepts are extremely deep, and 

not every [person has] the knowledge 

necessary to appreciate them. . . . Our sages 

have taught . . . that you should not discuss 

them in public. Concerning them, the verse 

states, “They shall be for you and not for 

others with you.” Similarly, the verse states, 

“Honey and milk will be under your 

tongue.” The sages of the early generations 

interpreted this as a metaphor: subjects 

that are like honey and milk should be kept 

under your tongue.

 שׁרדְלִ א2שֶׁ ,םיִנוֹשׁארִהָ םימִכָחֲ וּוּצִ
דחָאֶ שׁיאִלְ אלָאֶ וּלאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ
 םיקִמֻעֲ םירִבָדְ וּלאֵ םירִבָדְוּ . . . דבַלְבִּ
תעַדַוְ תעַדַ לכָּ ןיאֵוְ ֹ,דאמְלִ דעַ םהֵ
 . . . םימִכָחֲ וּרמְאָ . . . םלָבְסָלְ הָיוּארְ
םהֶילֵעֲוַ .םיבִּרַבָּ םתָוֹא שׁרדְתִּ לאַוְ
 םירִָזלְ ןיאֵוְ ,Fדֶבַלְ Fלְ וּיהְִי" :רמַאָ
תחַתַּ בלָחָוְ שׁבַדְ" :רמַאָ םהֶילֵעֲוַ ."Hתָּאִ
 :םיִנוֹשׁארִהָ םימִכָחֲ וּשׁרְפֵּ Hכָּ ,"Hֵנוֹשלְ
וּיהְִי ,בלָחָוְ שׁבַדְכִּ ןהֵשֶׁ םירִבָדְ
.Fְנוֹשְׁל תַחתַּ

Kabbalah -
Chassidus is 

the “soul” of 
Torah. 

Why was that 
the right time 

to share it with 
everyone?
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ADAPTED FROM 
THE WRITINGS OF 

RABBI YOSEF 

YITZCHAK
SCHNEERSOHN, 

IGROT KODESH 3, 
P. 326

TEXT 
7

“Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz was among the most distinguished of Rabbi Yisrael Baal Shem Tov’s

disciples. He believed that the holy teachings of Chasidut should be safeguarded, shared 

only with a select few. He was particularly opposed to those who transcribed the teachings 

of his colleague Rabbi Dov Ber, and who actively distributed copies to the wider Jewish 

community.

Once, while Rabbi Pinchas was in Mezeritch, he found one such transcription languishing in 

a mound of garbage. The sight of this caused him great pain. Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi

was also in Mezeritch at the time and knew of Rabbi Pinchas’s objection to publishing these 

teachings indiscriminately. Wishing to appease Rabbi Pinchas, Rabbi Shneur Zalman offered 

a parable:

“There was once a prince who fell gravely ill; the doctors were unable to find a cure for his 

illness. One day, a man arrived at the palace and prescribed a remedy. He described a 

certain precious stone with which—if one would grind it to the finest of powders, mix it 

with a superb wine, and give it to the prince to drink—he would be cured.

“The only such gem in the kingdom served as the centerpiece of the king’s crown. The royal 

ministers were afraid to remove it and damage the kingdom’s most precious possession and 

the ultimate symbol of the king’s sovereignty.

“But the king was overjoyed. He ordered that the gem be extracted and ground 

immediately, and the potion prepared. ‘Grind, pour, and squander the entire gemstone,’ 

said the king. ‘Who knows? Perhaps a single drop will enter my son’s mouth, and he will be 

healed!’”

MAIMONIDES, 

MISHNEH TORAH, 

LAWS OF KINGS 

AND THEIR WARS 

12:5

TEXT 

8

“In that era, there will be neither 

famine nor war, envy nor 

competition, for good will flow in 

abundance, and all the delights 

will be freely available as dust. The 

occupation of the entire world will 

be solely to know G-d. Therefore, 

the Jews will be great sages and 

know the hidden matters, grasping 

the knowledge of their Creator 

according to the full extent of 

human potential, as the verse 

states, “The world will be filled 

with the knowledge of G-d as the 

waters cover the ocean bed.”

 א, םשָׁ הֶיהְִי א, ןמְַזהַ וֹתוֹאבְוּ
 האְָנקִ א,וְ ,המָחָלְמִ א,וְ בעָרָ

.תוּרחֲתַוְ  הֶיהְתִּ הבָוֹטהַשֶׁ
 םיִנדַעֲמַהַ לכָוְ ,הבֵּרְהַ תעַפַּשְׁמֻ

הֶיהְִי א,וְ .רפָעָכֶּ ןיִיוּצמְ  לכָּ קסֶעֵ
 .דבַלְבִּ 'ה תאֶ תעַדַלָ אלָאֶ םלָוֹעהָ
םימִכָחֲ לאֵרָשְִׂי וּיהְִי Hכָיפִלְוּ
 םימִוּתסְהַ םירִבָדְ םיעִדְוֹיוְ םילִוֹדְג
ֹחכּ יפִכְּ םאָרְוֹבּ תעַדַ וּגישִַׂיוְ ַ 

.םדָאָהָ  האָלְמָ יכִּ" :רמַאֱֶנשֶׁ
 םָילַ םִימַכַּ ,'ה תאֶ העָדֵ ץרֶאָהָ
."םיסִכַמְ
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The inspiration of 
Chasidus was vital 
to restore spiritual 
equilibrium to 
Judaism.

Chasidus prepares 
the world for the 
era of supreme 
divine awareness  
- Mashiach.

THE REBBE, 
LIKUTEI SICHOT 
30, PP. 174–175

TEXT 
9

“When the Alter Rebbe began to teach Chasidut
(not just as singular thoughts, like the “one drop”
[necessary to save the prince], but) expansively, in 
the teachings of Chabad, the Heavenly accusation 
was renewed. After all, teaching Chasidut so 
broadly is not (seemingly) necessary to save the 
prince’s life.
"This is why the Alter Rebbe wasn’t sure if he ought 
to continue his approach to teaching Chasidut. But 
his teachers told him that with the sacrifices he’d 
made and his imprisonment, he had managed to 
change things Above. He secured permission to 
continue . . . and “to the contrary, when you go out 
of here, you shall increase.” The reason for this 
expansion was for the purpose of “guiding the 
Jewish people and preparing their hearts” for the 
revelation of the Torah’s “hidden reasons and 
concealed depths” that will take place when 
Mashiach comes, [when “The world will be filled 
with the knowledge of G-d] as the waters cover the 
ocean bed.”

 תרות תא תולגל ליחתה ןקזה וניבר רשאכ
 הפיט" ,הדוקנ לש ןפואב קר אל( תודיסחה
 תרות ידי לע ,הבחרה לש ןפואב )אלא ,"תחא
 ירהש ,הלעמל גורטקה שדחתנ יזא— ד"בח
 הנבהב ,הבחרה לש ןפואב תודיסחה יוליג
 רבד )הרואכל( וניא ,ד"בח תרותד הגשהו
.ךלמה ןב לש וייח תלצהל חרכומה
 לצא קפס ררועתנש םעטה והזש ,רמול שיו
 ירבד יוליגמ קיספהל ךירצ ילואש ןקזה וניבר
 ,ויתובר ול ורוה הז לעו ,הזכ ןפואב תודיסח
 לעפ ,רסאמב ותבישיו ושפנ תריסמ ידי לעש
 תודיסח ירבד תולגל ךישמהל לכויש הלעמל
 רמאת אצתשכל ,הברדאו" ,הבחרה לש ןפואב
 "םבל ןיכהלו לארשי רשייל" ידכ— "רתוי
 לש "היתונופצ רתסמו הימעט דוס" יוליגל
 םיל םימכ״ דעו חישמה תאיבב ולגתיש ,הרות
.״םיסכמ
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The Alter 
Rebbe’s

imprisonment 
was due to the 
conflict above 

about his 
methods, once 

exonerated 
above, he was 
freed on earth 

below. 

THE REBBE, 
LIKUTEI SICHOT 

10, P. 107

TEXT 
10

“The soul descends into the world 
for the purpose of sublimating the 
body and one’s sphere of 
influence, transforming them into 
channels of G-dliness. This is 
similar to the angels Jacob sent to 
sublimate Esau. . . . And just as 
Jacob required angels for his 
mission, [so it is with] our mission 
of sublimating the body and the 
world: . . . one must summon up 
their inner “angels,” the 
“spirituality” within. This is the 
required method to effectively 
sublimate the world.”

 ידכב איהש ,הטמל המשנה תדירי
םלועב וקלחו ופוג תא ררבל
 תמגוד איה ,ךרבתי ול הריד םתושעלו
םיכאלמ בקעי חלשיו״ד ןינעה
 ידכב התיה וז תוחילשש ,״ושע לא ׳וג
תוחילשהש םשכו . . . וררבל
 תויהל הכירצ התיה ושע לא בקעי לש
״שממ םיכאלמ״ ידי לע אקוד
 םג אוה ןכ ומכ ,)םש ליעל רכזנכ(
ררבל המשנה לש ״תוחילש״ל עגונב
 אקוד והז רשא . . . םלועהו ףוגה תא
ומצעב ררועמ םדאהש ידי לע
 תא ,״םיכאלמ״ה תניחב תא
 לוכי אקוד הדי לעש ,ובש ״תוינחורה״
.םלועה ינינע תא ררבל אוה
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TEXT 
11

“The lesson of Yud Tes Kislev 
and “spreading the
wellsprings forth” in terms of 
our personal lives is
this: . . . Every Jew has a 
“wellspring” within. It is the
soul, carved from the divine 
throne; it is “pure.” . . .
Now, revealing this wellspring 
in one’s personal life
must be in such a way that 
the wellspring “gushes
forth” . . . without limit, 
leaving the body with no
sense of self, but rather, [it is] 
entirely overtaken by
the soul.

 וצופי״ ןינעב ולסכ ט״יד שודיחה והזו
לש ותגהנהב ״הצוח ךיתוניעמ
 לכב . . . ״םדאה הז ןטק םלוע"ה
,״ןיעמה״ ונשי לארשימ דחאו דחא
 אסכ תחתמ הרוזגה המשנה איהש
הרוהט״— הזמ הלעמל דועו ,דובכה
 המשנה ןייעמ לש הז יוליגו . . . ״איה
תויהל ךירצ ,םיינפוגה םינינעב
 . . . ״הצוח ךיתוניעמ וצופי״ד ןפואב
ףוגהב המשנה תוטשפתהש
 ,"וצופי" לש ןפואב אוה וינינעו
אלש דע ,תלבגומ יתלב תוטשפתה
 יפל ,״ףוגה״ שגרהל םוקמ ראשנ
 ,THE REBBE.ולוכב תספות המשנהש

LIKUTEI SICHOT 
10, P. 106 - 107

Global 
transformation 

begins with self
transformation.

The inner 
change is the 

goal of 
Chassidus.
The soul is 

one’s whole 
identity, not 

just a voice on 
the outside.



11/30/20

11

.

TEXT 
12

“This teaching of the Magid [that Jacob 
sent only the “bodies” of the angels to 
Esau, but their souls remained with Jacob] 
doesn’t mean Jacob sent only the “bodies” 
of the angels, without their spiritual core, 
their souls. Rather, the Magid was 
explaining that the angels (body and soul) 
were sent in such a way that even while in 
Esau’s domain their connection to Jacob 
remained intact. It was as if they came to 
Esau in body only, in the sense that they 
knew this wasn’t their rightful place. Their 
rightful place was with Jacob; at heart, 
their “spirituality” remained with Jacob, 
and they were in Esau’s presence only for 
the purpose of fulfilling Jacob’s mission—
like the body which is not an independent 
entity, but rather a being which does the 
soul’s bidding."

 ןיאש ,רמול הארנ ליעל רכזנה לכ יפ לע
 ליעל רכזנה ורמאמב דיגמה לש ותנווכ
 תא קר ושעל חלש בקעיש רומאל
 דבל םיכאלמה לש ףוגהו ״שממ״ה
 םתוינחור ילב ,)בשחנ אלכו לפט אוהש(
 חולישש ראבל ותנווכש אלא— םשפנו
 םאובב םגש ,הזכ ןפואב היה םיכאלמה
 )םשפנבו םפוגב( ולצא םאצמיהבו ושעל
 דע ,בקעיל םתורשקתהמ וקתינ אל
 ״שממ״בו םפוגב קר ושעל ואב וליאכש
 םהב שגרנ היהש ונייה .דבלב םהלש
 יתימאה םמוקמ :םמוקמ והז אל רשא
 ;׳׳םשפנ״ו םרקיע םשו ,בקעי לצא אוה
 אלא הניא ,ושע לש ומוקמב םתויה לכו
 יולימ םשל— דבלב ״לפט״ תניחבב
 ףוגה תמגודב— בקעי לש ותוחילש
 אלא ,ומצעל תואיצמ וניאש )״שממ״(
.)״תוינחור״( שפנל לפטש

THE REBBE, 
LIKUTEI SICHOT 

10, P. 101

.

TEXT 
13

“It is possible that one 
engages the world . . . by 
force, in a way that the body 
is perceived as an entity apart
from the soul. Therefore, the 
Magid explained that the 
ultimate goal is when the 
soul’s abilities (the “angels” 
sent to Esau) . . . are 
completely in tune with their 
inner spiritual core. In this 
way, even the deepest depths 
of the soul, the inner 
“wellspring,” shines forth and 
“spreads” without limit to 
every facet of one’s life."

 םיימשגה םינינעה לש םרוריבש תויהבו
 ,םלעהו הטילש לש ןפואב . . . תויהל לוכי
 םישבולמה המשנה לש היתוחוכו ,ףוגהש דע
 ,םלועה ינינעב ודי לעו וב םיקוסעהו ףוגב
— המצעל םוקמ תספותה תואיצמ םה ירה
 הנווכה תילכתש ,ושוריפב דיגמה ראיב הזל
 לש היתוחוכשכ אקוד אוה םירוריבה ןינעב
—) םיימשג םינינעב םיקסועה המשנה
 קר םה )ושע לא םתוחילשב ״םיכאלמ״ה
 םילטבו םילפט םהש— ״שממ״ לש הניחבב
 ״תוינחור״ה תניחבב תילכתב םידחוימו
 תילענ יכה הגירדמה םגש ,ונייהו ;המשנבש
 הלעמל איהש המשנד ״ןייעמ״ה ,המשנד
 הריאמ ,םיימשג םינינעב תושבלתהמ
 תוטשפתהו ״הצפה״ לש ןפואב הלגתמו
.שממ ״הצוח״ תניחבב )םג( תלבגומ יתלב
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It seems 
counterintuitive 
for Yaakov to 
only send the  
“bodies” if 
wanted to have 
any impact on 
Esav? 

Esav would see 
that they were 
only there to 
give, and not be 
influenced in 
return.

By ensuring  the 
“soul remains 
with Yaakov.” 

namely keeping, 
sight of the  

purpose, one 
has the ability 
to impact the 

world 
unscathed by it.
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