SHEMOS

IS THERE A CASE FOR PERFECTIONISM?
A Time To Be Right, a Time to Do What's Right

TEXT

I MELACHIM (I
KINGS) 18:21—
22

“And Elijah drew near to all the
people and said, “Until when are
you hopping between two ideas? If
the L-rd is G-d, go after Him, and if
the Baal, go after him.” And the
people did not answer him a word.
And Elijah spoke to the people, “I
have remained a prophet to G-d by
myself, and the prophets of the Baal
are four hundred and fifty men.”
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I MELACHIM (I
KINGS) 19:10

“And he said, “l have been
zealous for the L-rd, the G-d of
Hosts, for the Children of Israel
have forsaken Your covenant.
They have torn down Your
altars, and they have killed
Your prophets by the sword,
and | have remained alone, and
they seek my life to take it.”
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MALACHI 3:23

“Lo, I will send you Elijah
the Prophet before the
coming of the great and
awesome day of G-d.”
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With a
wholehearted
and perfect
commitment to
G-d, Eliyahu the
perfectionist,
will herald in
the onset of
the Messianic
age.

TEXT

SHEMOT
(EXODUS) 4:13

“But he said, “I beseech Y1TX 72 RN
You, O G-d, send now [Your >EOEOT OET S
message] with whom You 72; N; ﬂl?w
would send.” H?Wﬂ
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“Moses said to G-d, “Send now
[Your message] with whom You
would send,” namely, with the
person You are planning on
TEXT sending in the future. G-d
responded, “I did not say, ‘Go and
5 deliver the message to the Jewish
people’; rather, ‘Go and deliver the
message to Pharaoh.” As for the
person of whom you speak, |
indeed plan on sending him in the
future to the Jewish people, as the
verse states, ‘Lo, | will send you
Elijah the prophet [before the

MIDRASH, coming of the great and awesome
PIRKEI RABBI day of G-d].”
ELIEZER, CH.
402
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Moshe had
complex
beginnings, an
outcast
shepherding
sheep in Midyan,
being called upon
to lead the Jewish
people.
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Why did Moshe
feel that Eliyahu
was a better fit

for the job?

it What unique

quality did
Moshe have
that G-d opted
to keep himin
the job?

Is time a spiral of
random events
leading to nowhere?
Or a linear chain of
events accumulating?

From creation, the
world is on one long
path toward spiritual
perfection, resultant
in the messianic era.




MIDRASH,
BEREISHIT
RABAH, 14:7

“Rabbi Yehudah ben
Simon said, “The
world was created
perfect and whole.”
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“When the Jewish people stood
at [Mount] Sinai, they were
scrubbed of the snake’s stain. . .
. They were exposed to
incredible visions of spiritual
light, and their eyes were
opened ... in a way that the
stain of the snake could not
contaminate them, rendering
them immune to history’s earlier
filth.

But when they sinned with the
golden calf, all the spiritual light
left them . .. and they were
recontaminated with the snake’s
bite as earlier, bringing death to
the entire world.”

DY ORI 1A1PT RNV
ITOIA N2VNR 10T XMW
M. . RO ORTT XA
IXMDPOOR AT MM YT
NIV TTINRY LRV
DY IRDOWS 020’97
717 2RDY K2V ,ROWT N7
RDMTPD

12VNR LRIV AT D
377 PR 92 I
PDWARY . .. PRYY PN
XU R 700y

2% RN 1N, PR
R apl]

1/6/21



I"TORAH

STUDIES

Creation was a
high moment
in time, then it
seems as
though we
keep going
backwards?

“J_'QRAH
SUDIES

TEXT

THE REBBE
LIKUTEI SICHOT
11,P.9

“The notion that “every low leads to an
even greater high” is well known. It states
that the entire purpose of falling off the

previous level is for the heights that can be

achieved thereby. It follows that the
heights reached after the fall are greater
even relative to the perch one was at prior
to the fall.

It follows that the level reached after
Matan Torah that, in turn, came after the
sin with the Tree of Knowledge is greater
even than the perch at which the world
stood prior to the sin with the Tree of
Knowledge. The same is true with the
heights that we will reach with the future
Redemption (that comes after the sin of
the golden calf) relative to the perch at
which the world stood at Matan Torah
(prior to the sin of the golden calf).”

OV TN 7" WK T I
SW 0920 How 11 LR
TNED RO AT AT AT
127 0 — A7 Y AR by
72 W AT R 7hvnw
QTP 7N MW 02N oY
OV DRTAY T 1AM T
MIIR? 7R 770 300 0T OV
VT TY RO T Y A7
NPV NAIT OV PN A we
XTI NV TV ROD DTPY

2w nHYR NN RIT I 10w
TN TNROY) ATnyn hvn
N7 7Y 237 (2Avn Rona
(23577 Ron aTIPw) 77N

1/6/21



TEXT

THE REBBE,
LIKUTEI SICHOT
11,P. 10

“Even though the sin of the golden
calf re-contaminated the Jewish
people, it still was not at the same
level of contamination as before
Matan Torah. This is because the
plateau to which the Jews arrived
when the contamination was
scrubbed by Matan Torah was
higher than where the world stood
prior to the sin of the Tree of
Knowledge. In other words, the
impact of Matan Torah was closer
to home and with greater
saturation, and so, even when the
Jews thereafter fell, the residual
impact was still felt.”
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Though history
looks more like a
see-saw,
beginning with
Matan Torah is a
process of
building up and
moving forward
to the times of
Mashiach.
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TEXT
10

MIDRASH
SHEMOT
RABAH, 29:9

“Said Rabbi Abahu in the name of
Rabbi Yochanan, “When the Holy
One gave the Torah, no bird
screeched, no fowl flew, no ox
mooed, none of the ophanim
[angels] flapped a wing, nor did the
seraphim [burning celestial beings]
chant ‘Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh
[Holy, Holy, Holy!)’ The sea did not
roar, and none of the creatures
uttered a sound. Throughout the
entire world there was only a
deafening silence, as the Divine
Voice went forth speaking, “l am
the L-rd your G-d.”
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TEXT
11

ZECHARIAH
(ZACHARIAH)
13:2

“And it shall come to pass on
that day, says the L-rd of
Hosts: | will cut off the names
of the idols from the earth,
and they shall no longer be
mentioned. And also the
prophets and the spirit of evil
| will remove from the earth.”
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TEXT
12

RABBI SHALOM
DOVBER
SCHNEERSOHN
, SEFER
HAMAAMARIM
5643, P. 84

“While there was an intense G-dly
revelation at Matan Torah, the world
remained entrenched in its place,
unrefined as it was prior.

How can we say this when the Talmud
states that the world was scrubbed from
its contamination? We could suggest in
similar fashion to what is explained in
Tanya about the benoni, namely, that his
negative urges are “asleep” —but always
ready to and able to be awakened. So it is
here: After Matan Torah, the Jews sinned
with the golden calf and were
recontaminated. This is because they were
never entirely refined.

In the future Redemption, by contrast, the
world will be completely transformed,
vaulted to a lofty perch. In other words,
the world will be transformed into a
vehicle for the highest levels of G-dliness.”
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'STUDIES

While Matan Torah
shocked the world
into silence, when
Mashiach comes,
evil will be
eradicated resulting
in an everlasting
transformation.
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TEXT
13

BEREISHIT
(GENESIS)
49:10

“The scepter shall not depart

from Judah, nor the student of
the law from between his feet,
until Shiloh comes, and to him
will be a gathering of peoples.”
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TEXT
14

THE REBBE,
LIKUTEI SICHOT
11, P. 12, AND
FOOTNOTE 50

“Moses’s primary accomplishment was
the events at Matan Torah, and he
thereby empowered future generations
to work on transforming the world.
Mashiach’s mission is to complete the
transformation and bring about a time
when all work will be in an environment
of a perfect world.

This, then, is the significance of G-d’s
response to Moses, “I did not say, ‘Go
and deliver the message to the Jewish
people’; rather, ‘Go and deliver the
message to Pharaoh.” As for the person
of whom you speak, | indeed plan on
sending him in the future to the Jewish
people”: Moses was about working in a
world that has a Pharaoh, working hard
to transform and refine it. By contrast,
Elijah and Mashiach are primarily
conditioned to operate in a world in
which the “spirit of evil has been
removed from the earth.”
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The link between
Moshe and
Mashiach is in
the numbers.

Moshe requested
Eliyahu’s
perfection to just
complete the job,
but the world
was not ready
just yet.

Until the times
of Mashiach,
the world is
imperfect.

All we're
asked to dois
try our best to
make
incremental
progress.
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