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IS THERE A CASE FOR PERFECTIONISM?
A Time To Be Right, a Time to Do What‘s Right

1. SHEMOS

I MELACHIM (I 
KINGS) 18:21–

22

TEXT 
1

“And Elijah drew near to all the 
people and said, “Until when are 
you hopping between two ideas? If 
the L-rd is G-d, go after Him, and if 
the Baal, go after him.” And the 
people did not answer him a word.
And Elijah spoke to the people, “I 
have remained a prophet to G-d by 
myself, and the prophets of the Baal 
are four hundred and fifty men.”

 ,רמֶֹאיוַ םעָהָ לכָּ לאֶ וּהָילִאֵ שׁגִַיוַ
ֹספּ םתֶּאַ יתַמָ דעַ  יתֵּשְׁ לעַ םיחְִ
 וּכלְ םיקִ>אֱהָ 'ה םאִ ?םיפִּעִסְהַ
 .וירָחֲאַ וּכלְ לעַבַּהַ םאִוְ ,וירָחֲאַ
:רבָדָ וֹֹתא םעָהָ וּנעָ א>וְ
 יִנאֲ ,םעָהָ לאֶ וּהָילִאֵ רמֶֹאיוַ
 יאֵיבְִנוּ ,ידִבַלְ 'הלַ איבִָנ יתִּרְתַוֹנ
 םישִִׁ◌מֲחַו תוֹאמֵ עבַּרְאַ לעַבַּהַ
:שִׁיא
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I MELACHIM (I 

KINGS) 19:10

TEXT 

2

“And he said, “I have been 

zealous for the L-rd, the G-d of 

Hosts, for the Children of Israel 

have forsaken Your covenant. 

They have torn down Your 

altars, and they have killed 

Your prophets by the sword, 

and I have remained alone, and 

they seek my life to take it.”

 'הלַ יתִאֵנקִֹ אנקַ ,רמֶֹאיוַ
 וּבְזעָ יכִּ ,תוֹאבָצְ יק1ֵאֱ
 תאֶ ,לאֵרָשְִׂי יֵנבְּ ;תְירִבְ
ֹתחבְְּזמִ  תאֶוְ וּסרָהָ ;יֶ
 .ברֶחָבֶ וּגרְהָ ;יאֶיבְִנ
 וּשׁקְבְַיוַ ,ידִבַלְ יִנאֲ רתֵוָּאִוָ
:הָּתְּחקְַל ישְִׁפַנ תאֶ

MALACHI 3:23

TEXT 
3

“Lo, I will send you Elijah 

the Prophet before the 

coming of the great and 

awesome day of G-d.”

ֹכנאָ הֵנהִ  תאֵ םכֶלָ חַלֵֹשׁ יִ
 אוֹבּ יֵנפְלִ ,איבִָנהַ הָילִאֵ
:ארָוֹנהַוְ לוֹדָגהַ 'ה םוֹי
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With a 
wholehearted 
and perfect 
commitment to 
G-d, Eliyahu the 
perfectionist, 
will herald in 
the onset of 
the Messianic 
age.

SHEMOT 
(EXODUS) 4:13

TEXT 
4

“But he said, “I beseech 
You, O G-d, send now [Your
message] with whom You 
would send.”

 ,יָֹנדאֲ יבִּ רמֶֹאיוַ
 דַיבְּ אָנ חלַשְׁ
:חלָשְׁתִּ
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MIDRASH, 
PIRKEI RABBI 
ELIEZER, CH. 

402

TEXT 
5

“Moses said to G-d, “Send now 
[Your message] with whom You 
would send,” namely, with the 
person You are planning on 
sending in the future. G-d 
responded, “I did not say, ‘Go and 
deliver the message to the Jewish 
people’; rather, ‘Go and deliver the 
message to Pharaoh.’ As for the 
person of whom you speak, I 
indeed plan on sending him in the 
future to the Jewish people, as the 
verse states, ‘Lo, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet [before the 
coming of the great and awesome 
day of G-d].’”

 לכ ןובר :וינפל רמא
 דיב אנ חלש" םימלועה
 דיב ,רמול הצר ."חלשת
 דיתע התאש שיאה ותוא
 יתרמא אל :ול רמא .חולשל
 ,"לארשי לא ךחלשאו ךל"
 לא ךחלשאו ךל" אלא
 התאש שיאה ותואלו ."הערפ
 דיתעל חלוש ינא— רמוא
 :רמאנש ,לארשי לא אובל
 תא םכל חלוש יכנא הנה"
."איבנה והילא

Moshe had 
complex 

beginnings, an 
outcast

shepherding 
sheep in Midyan, 

being called upon 
to lead the Jewish 

people. 
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Why did Moshe 
feel that Eliyahu
was a better fit 
for the job?

What unique 
quality did 
Moshe have 
that G-d opted 
to keep him in 
the job?

Is time a spiral of
random events 

leading to nowhere? 
Or a linear chain of 

events accumulating? 

From creation, the 
world is on one long 

path toward spiritual 
perfection, resultant 
in the messianic era.
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MIDRASH, 
BEREISHIT 

RABAH, 14:7

TEXT 
6

“Rabbi Yehudah ben 
Simon said, “The 
world was created 
perfect and whole.”

 רב הדוהי יבר
 . . . :רמוא ןומיס
 ותאילמ לע םלוע
.ארבנ

ZOHAR 1, 52B

TEXT 
7

“When the Jewish people stood 
at [Mount] Sinai, they were 
scrubbed of the snake’s stain. . . 
. They were exposed to 
incredible visions of spiritual 
light, and their eyes were 
opened . . . in a way that the 
stain of the snake could not 
contaminate them, rendering 
them immune to history’s earlier 
filth.
But when they sinned with the 
golden calf, all the spiritual light 
left them . . . and they were 
recontaminated with the snake’s 
bite as earlier, bringing death to 
the entire world.”

 לע לארשי ומייקד אתעשב
 והיינמ רבעתא ,יניסד ארוט
 ווה . . . איוח יאהד אמהוז
 ןאירלקפסא ןאמח ווהו ןיעדי
 . . . והייניע ןרהנתאו ,ןיאלע
 והיילע האטלשל ליכי אלד
 ןול באסי אלו ,איוח יאה
.אתימדקבכ
 ורבעתא ,אלגעב וטחד ןויכ
 ןיגרד ןוניא לכ והיינמ
 וכישמאו . . . ןיאליע ןירוהנו
 אשיב איוח והיילע
 לכל אתומ ומירגו ,ןימדקלמכ
.אמלע
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Creation was a 
high moment 
in time, then it 
seems as 
though we 
keep going 
backwards?

THE REBBE 

LIKUTEI SICHOT 

11, P. 9

TEXT 

8

“The notion that “every low leads to an 

even greater high” is well known. It states 

that the entire purpose of falling off the 

previous level is for the heights that can be 

achieved thereby. It follows that the 

heights reached after the fall are greater 

even relative to the perch one was at prior 

to the fall.

It follows that the level reached after 

Matan Torah that, in turn, came after the 

sin with the Tree of Knowledge is greater 

even than the perch at which the world 

stood prior to the sin with the Tree of 

Knowledge. The same is true with the 

heights that we will reach with the future 

Redemption (that comes after the sin of 

the golden calf) relative to the perch at 

which the world stood at Matan Torah 
(prior to the sin of the golden calf).”

 הילע ךרוצ הדירי" רשא עודי הנהו
 לש התילכת לכש ונייהו ,"איה
 ךרוצל איה תמדוקה הגירדממ הדירי
 ןבומ ירה— הדי לע האבה הילע
 הב שי הדיריה ירחאלש הילעהש
 םדוק היהש יוליעה יבגל הילע
 הילעה תגירדמש הזמ ןבומו .הדיריה
 ירחאל האבש הרות ןתמ ידי לע
.תעדה ץע אטח ידי לע הדיריה
 יוליעה תגרד לע ןורתי הב שי
 יאדובו ;תעדה ץע אטח םדוקש
 לש התלעמ ןורתיב אוה ןכ ומכש
 הדיריה ירחאלש( הדיתעה הילעה
 ןתמד הילעה יבגל )לגעה אטחב
.)לגעה אטח םדוקש( הרות
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THE REBBE, 
LIKUTEI SICHOT 

11, P. 10

TEXT 
9

“Even though the sin of the golden 
calf re-contaminated the Jewish 
people, it still was not at the same 
level of contamination as before 
Matan Torah. This is because the 
plateau to which the Jews arrived 
when the contamination was 
scrubbed by Matan Torah was 
higher than where the world stood 
prior to the sin of the Tree of 
Knowledge. In other words, the 
impact of Matan Torah was closer 
to home and with greater 
saturation, and so, even when the 
Jews thereafter fell, the residual 
impact was still felt.”

 אטח ידי לעש יפ לע ףאד
 לש ןתמהוז הרזח לגעה
 התיה אל םוקמ לכמ ,לארשי
 ןתמ םדוק ומכ וז אמהוז
 רוריבהש יפלד .הרות
 ״ןתמהוז הקספ״ד יוליעהו
 אגרדב היה הרות ןתמב
 יוליעה תגרדמ רתוי תילענ
 ונייהו ,תעדה ץע אטח םדוק
 תימינפ התיה ותלועפש
 םג ןכל ,רתוי תרדוחו
 ןיידע הז ירחאלש הדיריב
.ותלועפ תרכינ

Though history 
looks more like a 

see-saw, 
beginning with 

Matan Torah is a 
process of 

building up and 
moving forward 

to the times of 
Mashiach.   
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MIDRASH 

SHEMOT 

RABAH, 29:9

TEXT 

10

“Said Rabbi Abahu in the name of 

Rabbi Yochanan, “When the Holy 

One gave the Torah, no bird 

screeched, no fowl flew, no ox 

mooed, none of the ophanim
[angels] flapped a wing, nor did the 

seraphim [burning celestial beings] 

chant ‘Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh
[Holy, Holy, Holy!]’ The sea did not 

roar, and none of the creatures 

uttered a sound. Throughout the 

entire world there was only a 

deafening silence, as the Divine 

Voice went forth speaking, “I am 

the L-rd your G-d.”

 יבר םשב והבא יבר רמא
 שודקה ןתנשכ :ןנחוי
 ,הרותה תא אוה ךורב
 אל ףוע ,חווצ אל רופצ
 ,העג אל רוש ,חרפ
 םיפרש ,ופע אל םינפוא
 ,שודק שודק ורמא אל
 תוירבה ,עזעדזנ אל םיה
 םלועה אלא .ורבד אל
 אציו ,שירחמו קתוש
.״ךיקולא 'ה יכנא״ לוקה

ZECHARIAH 
(ZACHARIAH) 

13:2

TEXT 
11

“And it shall come to pass on 
that day, says the L-rd of 
Hosts: I will cut off the names 
of the idols from the earth, 
and they shall no longer be 
mentioned. And also the 
prophets and the spirit of evil 
I will remove from the earth.”

 'ה םאְֻנ ,אוּההַ םוֹיבַ הָיהָוְ
 תוֹמשְׁ תאֶ תירִכְאַ ,תוֹאבָצְ
 א=וְ ץרֶאָהָ ןמִ םיבִּצַעֲהָ
 תאֶ םַגוְ ,דוֹע וּרכְָזִי
 חַוּר תאֶוְ םיאִיבְִנהַ
:ץרֶאָהָ ןמִ ריבִעֲאַ האָמְטֻהַ
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RABBI SHALOM 
DOVBER 

SCHNEERSOHN

, SEFER
HAMAAMARIM 

5643, P. 84

TEXT 
12

“While there was an intense G-dly
revelation at Matan Torah, the world 

remained entrenched in its place, 
unrefined as it was prior.
How can we say this when the Talmud 

states that the world was scrubbed from 
its contamination? We could suggest in 

similar fashion to what is explained in 
Tanya about the benoni, namely, that his 
negative urges are “asleep”—but always 

ready to and able to be awakened. So it is 
here: After Matan Torah, the Jews sinned 

with the golden calf and were 
recontaminated. This is because they were 
never entirely refined.

In the future Redemption, by contrast, the 
world will be completely transformed, 

vaulted to a lofty perch. In other words, 
the world will be transformed into a 
vehicle for the highest levels of G-dliness.”

 תוקלא יוליג היהש םגה ,הרות ןתמב
 ומוקמב היה הטמה םוקמ לכמ ,הטמל

 הטמ אוה אלא ,ללכ ךכדזנ אלש—
.םדוק היהש ומכ
 ,ןתמהוז הקספ הרות ןתמבש המו
 רפסב בותכש ומכ אוהש רמול רשפא
 םהבש ערהש— םינוניבב ,םינוניב לש
 ןכ ומכ .רועינו רזוח תויהל לוכיו ,ןשי
 לגעה אטח היה ךכ רחא ירה— ןאכ
 ונייהו ,םיוניש הז ירהו ,ןתמהוז הרזחש
.ירמגל ךכדזנ אל הלחתמ םגש
 ,הלעמל הטמלמ היהי אובל דיתעלו
 םוקמב היהיו ךכדזי הטמהש— שוריפ
 ילכ היהי הטמהש ונייהו ,הלעמה
.ףוס ןיא רוא יוליגל

While Matan Torah 
shocked the world 
into silence, when 
Mashiach comes, 
evil will be 
eradicated resulting 
in an everlasting 
transformation.
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BEREISHIT 
(GENESIS) 

49:10

TEXT 
13

“The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the student of 
the law from between his feet, 
until Shiloh comes, and to him 
will be a gathering of peoples.”

 הדָוּהימִ טבֶשֵׁ רוּסָי א!
ֹקחמְוּ  ,וילְָגרַ ןיבֵּמִ קֵ
 וֹלוְ ,ה!ישִֹׁ אבָי יכִּ דעַ
:םיִמַע תַהקְִי

THE REBBE, 
LIKUTEI SICHOT 

11, P. 12, AND 
FOOTNOTE 50

TEXT 
14

“Moses’s primary accomplishment was 
the events at Matan Torah, and he 
thereby empowered future generations 
to work on transforming the world. 
Mashiach’s mission is to complete the 
transformation and bring about a time 
when all work will be in an environment 
of a perfect world.
This, then, is the significance of G-d’s 
response to Moses, “I did not say, ‘Go 
and deliver the message to the Jewish 
people’; rather, ‘Go and deliver the 
message to Pharaoh.’ As for the person 
of whom you speak, I indeed plan on 
sending him in the future to the Jewish 
people”: Moses was about working in a 
world that has a Pharaoh, working hard 
to transform and refine it. By contrast, 
Elijah and Mashiach are primarily 
conditioned to operate in a world in 
which the “spirit of evil has been 
removed from the earth.”

 . השמ לש ונינע אוהש הרות ןתמ לש ונינע
 רוריבב הדובעה לע חכה תניתנ אוה ירה . .
 רמג אוה חישמ לש ונינע ;םלועה ךוכיזו
 ירחאל הדובעה רקיעהו ךוכיזהו רוריבה
 .'וכו ךכדזיו ררבתי רבכ םלועה רשאכ ,הז
 שודקה הנעמ ןכות םג והזש ,רמול שיו
 ךל" ךל יתרמא אל :השמל אוה ךורב
 ךחלשאו ךל" אלא ,"לארשי לא ךחלשאו
 ינא ,רמוא התאש שיא ותואל ,"הערפ לא
.'וכ לארשי לא אובל דיתעל חלוש
 תואיצמ שיש דועב אוה השמ לש ונינע יכ
 המ ,'וכ וככזלו וררבל ,םלועב "הערפ"
 אוה )חישמו( והילא לש ונינע ןכ ןיאש
 ריבעא האמוטה חור תאו"ש רחאל רקיעב
.םינפבכ ,"ץראה ןמ
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The link between 
Moshe and

Mashiach is in 
the numbers.

Moshe requested 
Eliyahu’s

perfection to just 
complete the job, 

but the world 
was not ready 

just yet. 

Until the times 
of Mashiach, 
the world is 
imperfect.
All we’re 
asked to do is 
try our best to 
make 
incremental 
progress.
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