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TENDING TO G-D’S CHILDREN
Parenting Isn’t Only About You

3. Bo

Parenting can be 
overwhelming.
How does one 

find strength to 
raise normal 
kids?
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BEREISHIT 

(GENESIS) 

18:19

TEXT 
1a

“I have known him 

because he instructs his 

children and his 

household after him 

that they should keep 

the way of G-d to 

perform righteousness 

and justice. Therefore, 

G-d will bring upon 

Abraham [the blessings] 

He spoke concerning 

him.”

 ןעַמַלְ ויתִּעְדְַי יכִּ
 ויָנבָּ תאֶ הוֶּצְַי רשֶׁאֲ
 ,וירָחֲאַ וֹתיבֵּ תאֶוְ
 ׳ה =רֶדֶ וּרמְשָׁוְ
 הקָדָצְ תוֹשׂעֲלַ
 איבִהָ ןעַמַלְ ,טפָּשְׁמִוּ
 תאֵ םהָרָבְאַ לעַ 'ה
:וילָעָ רבֶּדִ רשֶׁאֲ

THE REBBE, 
HAYOM YOM, 

8 TAMUZ

TEXT 
1b

“G-d cherished Abraham 
primarily because “He 
instructs his children and his 
household.” Now, the word 
“instructs” (yetzaveh) can also 
mean “connects.” In other 
words, all of Abraham’s 
achievements pale in 
comparison to his instructing 
and connecting others as 
well—making them, too, 
meritorious.”

 לשֶׁ וֹתבָּחִ רקָעִדְ וּניצִמָ
 םהָרָבְאַלְ אוּה 6וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָהַ
 הָיהָ םוֹלשָׁהַ וילָעָ וּניבִאָ
— הוֶּצְַי רשֶׁאֲ ןעַמַלְ״
 ויָנבָּ תאֶ— רבֵּחְַי ,וֹשׁוּרפֵכְּ
 לדֶוֹג לכָדְ ,וּניְיהַ .״וֹתיבֵּ תאֶוְ
 וֹניאֵ תוֹנוֹיסְִנהַבְּ וֹתדָוֹבעֲ
 רבֵּחַיוִ הוֶּצְַידֶ אהָ יבֵַּגלְ 6רֶעֶבְּ
.םירִֵ חֲא הֶכְַּזישֶׁ הַמ ,םירִחֵאֲ
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MALBIM, 
MISHLEI 22:6

TEXT 
2

“Train a child according to his way; even when 
he grows old, he will not turn away from it.”
“Malbim: This means that education must be 
tailored to the student because every person 
is naturally adaptive to something else. 
Intellectually, some are sharp while others are 
more straightforward, and each needs to be 
taught accordingly. Or in skill set, each has 
their own particular niche where they can 
catch on easily and excel. An educator can 
identify these by examining what the student 
is naturally attracted to and strives for.
“Once identified, the educator must tailor 
their instruction according to each student’s 
intellectual makeup and skill set. 
“If one follows this approach, then “even 
when he grows old, he will not turn away from 
it.” However, if one educates a child without 
taking their unique natural inclinations into 
account, the instruction will fail the test of 
time.”

 אל ןיקזי יכ םג וכרד יפ לע רענל ךנח״
 :״הנממ רוסי
 יכ .וכרד יפ לע ךוניחה היהיש הווצמ
 ןיב ,רחא ןינעל ועבטמ לגוסמ םדא לכ
 םלכשש שיו ,דח םחומש שי— תועדב
 יפכ םדמלל ךירצו ,דדוחמ יתלב רשי
 שי— םישעמב ןיבו .וב אצמנש הנכהה
,דחוימ תונמואל ןכומש
 הזו ,לקב התוא לבקיו ,תדחוימ הדימלו
 המ יפלו .הקושתה יפל רענהב רכוי
— דחוימ רבד הזיאב ומצעב לדתשמש
 םימשורה יפלו וכרד יפל וכנחל ךירצ
 ,הילא ןכומ אוהש המ לא וב שיש
 ןכ אל .ןיקזי יכ םג הנממ רוסי אל ,זאש
.ועבט תלוז אוהש המ לא והוכנחי םא

RABBI SHALOM 
DOVBER 

SCHNEERSOHN, 
TORAT SHALOM, P. 54

TEXT 
3

“Just as putting on tefilin every 
day is a Scriptural 
commandment incumbent on 
every Jew, regardless of whether 
he is a great Torah scholar or a 
simple person, so, too, it is an 
absolute obligation for every 
Jew to dedicate time every day 
to thinking about his children’s 
education. One must do 
everything in their power—and 
indeed, more than what is in 
their power—to see to it that 
our children follow the path in 
which they are being guided.”

 לכב ןיליפת תחנה יוו יוזא טא
 ףיוא אתיירואד הוצמ א זיא םוי
 א יצ קוליח א ןהא ,ןדיא רעדעי
 טושפ שיא א יצ הרותבש לודג

 רומג בוח א זיא יוזא טא—
 ןטכארט ןדיא רעדעי ףיוא
 העש עבלאה א גאט רעדעי
 ,רעדניק ןופ ךוניח םעד ןגעוו
 זיא וחוכב סאוו ץלא ןאט ןוא
 ,וחוכ יפכמ רתי ןוא ,ןאט וצ
 ייז זא ,רעדניק יד ייב ןייז לעופ
 סאוו ךרד םעד ןיא ןייג ןעלהאז
.ךירדמ ייז זיא ימ



1/19/21

4

We learn from 
Avraham that 

educating kids 
is imperative as 

each person is 
a whole world.

An enormous 
amount of 

effort is 
required to 
teach each 

child in their
individual way!

MALBIM, 
MISHLEI 22:6

TEXT 
4

“One must begin educating their 
child from a very young age, 
training them to be wholesome. 
This training should include 
intellectual pursuits, proper 
behavior, and desirable character 
traits. It needs to begin early 
because whatever the child will be 
accustomed to from a young age 
will develop into strong habits and 
leave a great impression upon him 
or her for the rest of their lives. If 
the training begins at a later age, 
however, the habits will not 
become deeply embedded and, 
with the passing years, will 
eventually fade.”

 אוהו ,רענה תא וכנחיש
 לא וירוענמ ונליגריש
 ,תועדב םא ,תומילשה
 .תודימבו םישעמב םא
 לגרויש לגרהה יכ
 יוקח וב ושעי ,וירוענב
 רומש םשורו םוצע
 תעל םג רוסי אל ,שפנב
 ךוניחה ןכ אל .הנקז
 ןיא ,ותולדגב ךנחתיש
 ,שפנב עובק יוקחה
.ותנקז תעל ונממ שומיו
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RABBI YESHAYAHU 
HALEVI HOROWITZ, 

SHALAH, GATE OF 
LETTERS, CH. 4

TEXT 
5

“One must begin to 
train and educate their 
child to develop good 
and upstanding 
character traits—from 
the moment they begin 
to talk.”

 וליגרהל ךירצ
 תודימב וכנחלו
 תורשיו תובוט

 לכויש תעמ—
.רבדל

RABBI SHNEUR 
ZALMAN OF LIADI, 
SHULCHAN ARUCH 

HARAV, ORACH 
CHAYIM 343:2

TEXT 
6

“A father is responsible 
to educate his sons and 
daughters to observe all 
the commandments. 
Consequently, if he 
finds his child violating 
a commandment, he 
must ensure they stop 
and make sure they 
know that this is 
improper behavior. The 
above applies even to 
rabbinic edicts.”

 הווצמ אוהש ןויכ ,ויבא
 תא ךנחל םירפוס ירבדמ
 וליפא ותב וא ונב
 ועיגהשמ השע תווצמב
 ןכש לכ— ךוניחל
 םירפוס ירבדמ בייוחמש
 םשירפהלו םהב רועגל
 ,השעת אל לע רובעלמ
 לש רוסיא לע וליפאו
.םירפוס ירבד
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In Halacha, parenting 
is an expected 
obligation.

Parents are mandated 
to care for their 
children in all facets of 
their lives

TALMUD 

TRACTATE 

KIDUSHIN, 29A

TEXT 
7

“A father is obligated to 

circumcise him, to 
redeem him, to teach 
him Torah, to marry him 

off, and to teach him a 
trade. And some say a 

father is also obligated 
to teach his son to 
swim.”

 ונבב בייח באה
 ,ותודפלו ,ולומל
 ,הרות ודמללו
 ,השא ואישהלו
 שיו .תונמוא ודמללו
 וטישהל ףא :םירמוא
.םימב
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SHEMOT 
(EXODUS) 

13:1–2

TEXT 
8a

“G-d spoke to Moses, 
saying, “Sanctify every 
firstborn to Me, every 
one that opens the 
womb [firstborn to their 
mother] among the 
Children of Israel, 
among man and among 
animals; they are all 
Mine.”

 לאֶ 'ה רבֵּדְַיוַ
 ֹ:רמאלֵ השֶֹׁמ
 רוֹכבְּ לכָ ילִ שׁדֶקַ
 םחֶרֶ לכָּ רטֶפֶּ
 ,לאֵרָשְִׂי יֵנבְבִּ
 ,המָהֵבְּבַוּ םדָאָבָּ
:אוּה ילִ

SHEMOT 
(EXODUS) 

13:13

TEXT 
8b

“And you shall redeem 
every firstborn donkey 
with a lamb, and if you 
do not redeem [it], you 
shall decapitate it, and 
every firstborn of man 
among your sons, you 
shall redeem.”

ֹ רמחֲ רטֶפֶּ לכָוְ
 םאִוְ ,השֶׂבְ הדֶפְתִּ
— הדֶפְתִ א7
 7כוְ ,וֹתּפְרַעֲוַ
 ֶ@יָנבְבּ םדָאָ רוֹכבְּ
:הֶדְפתִּ
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MAIMONIDES, 

MISHNEH TORAH, 

LAWS OF PRIESTLY 

GIFTS 11:1, 6

TEXT 

9

“By a biblical positive 

command, each Israelite must 

redeem his son, the firstborn of 

an Israelite mother, as the verse 

states, “Every firstborn belongs 

to Me”; and it is written, “You 

shall have the firstborn of man 

redeemed.”

“This duty is applicable 

everywhere and at all times. For 

what price does he redeem 

him? For five shekels, as the 

verse states, “The redemption 

price for the child of one month 

is the equivalent of five 

shekels.”

 שׁיאִ לכָּ תוֹדפְלִ השֵׂעֲ תוַצְמִ
 רוֹכבְּ אוּהשֶׁ וֹנבְּ לאֵרָשְִׂימִ
 רמַאֱֶנשֶׁ ,תילִאֵרְשְִׂיהַ וֹמאִלְ
 רטֶפֶּ לכָּ" :)טי דל תומש(
 רבדמב( רמַאֱֶנוְ ."ילִ םחֶרֶ
 תאֵ הדֶפְתִֹ הדפָּ Cאַ" :)וט חי
."םדָאָהָ רוֹכבְּ
 םוֹקמָ לכָבְּ תגֶהֶוֹנ וֹז הוָצְמִ
 ?וּהדֵוֹפּ המָכַבְוּ .ןמְַז לכָבְוּ
 רמַאֱֶנשֶׁ ,םיעִלָסְ שׁמֵחָבְּ
 וָיוּדפְוּ" :)זט חי רבדמב(
ֹדח ןבֶּמִ ."הדֶפְתִּ שֶׁ

THE REBBE, 

LIKUTEI SICHOT 

11, P. 45

TEXT 

10

“One of the practical differences 

between the two approaches:

“If the father, for whatever 

reason, neglected to redeem his 

firstborn while a baby, who would 

be obligated to pay the five coins 

when the child grows into an 

adult?

“According to the first approach—

that the “redemption” is 

essentially the son’s mitzvah—the 

adult son would naturally be 

obligated to redeem himself and 

pay the money.

“According to the second 

approach, however—that 

redeeming his son is the father’s 

own mitzvah—even after the 

child turns into an adult, the 

father retains his obligation to 

perform the redemption.”

 ינש ןיב אנידל הנימ אקפנהמ
 :םינפואה
 דע ותונטקב ויבא ואדפ אל םא
 לטומ םהמ ימ לע ,ןבה לדגש
?הידפה בויח
 ,הנושארה הרבסכ אמינ םאד
 תבוח איה ןוידפה תוצמ רקיעש
 לדגש ,הז ןודינב ירה— ןבה
 םג ןכלו— אוה יואר רבכו ןבה
 ,ומצע תא תודפל— אוה בייח
 )ותוכז םג אלימבו( ובויח עקפנ
.ורוכב ונב תיידפב באה לש
 בויחהש אמינ םא לבא
 םג ירה ,באה לע אוה הירקיעמ
 הדפנ אלו ןבה לדגש רחאל
 ובויחב באה ראשנ ןיידע
.ותוכזבו
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Is redeeming of 
the first-born:

(a) as the son’s 
obligation, 

which the father 
performs by 

proxy, or  

(b) as the 
father’s 

personal 
obligation.

Of course 
parents love 
their children,  
Halachah
comes in to fill 
in the gap 
between loving 
intentions and 
proper child-
rearing.
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SHEMOT 

(EXODUS) 4:22

TEXT 
11a

“And you shall say to 

Pharaoh, “So said G-d, 

‘My firstborn son is 

Israel.’”

 ֹ,הערְפַּ לאֶ תָּרְמַאָוְ
 יִנבְּ ,'ה רמַאָֹ הכּ
ֹרכבְ :לאֵרָשְִׂי יִ

DEVARIM 
(DEUTERONOMY) 

14:1

TEXT 
11b

“You are children of the 

L-rd, your G-d. You shall 

neither cut yourselves 
nor make any baldness 

between your eyes for 
the dead.”

 'הלַ םתֶּאַ םיִנבָּ
ֹדגּתְתִ א. ,םכֶיקֵ.אֱ  ,וּדְ
 ןיבֵּ החָרְקָ וּמישִׂתָ א.וְ
:תמֵלָ םכֶיֵניעֵ
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RASHI, 

TALMUD 

TRACTATE 

KIDUSHIN, 30B

TEXT 

12

“The sages taught: There are three 

partners in a person’s creation: 

The Holy One, Blessed be He; the 

father; and the mother. When a 

person honors their father and 

mother, the Holy One, Blessed be 

He, says, “I ascribe credit to them 

as if I dwelt between them and 

they honored Me as well.”

“Rashi: “There are three partners.” 

Elsewhere, the Talmud explains: 

The man gives forth the white 

parts in the baby, the woman 

provides the red, and G-d provides 

the soul, by “breathing” it into the 

baby. This soul is what enables the 

body to see, hear, and speak.”

 :םדאב ןה ןיפתוש השלש
 ויבאו ,אוה ךורב שודקה
 תא דבכמ םדאש ןמזב .ומאו
 שודקה רמא ,ומא תאו ויבא
 םהילע ינא הלעמ :אוה ךורב
.ינודבכו םהיניב יתרד וליאכ
 שרפמ :"ןה ןיפתוש השלש"
 שיא :הדנ תכסמב אתיירבב
 תערזמ השא ,ובש ןבול עירזמ
 אוה ךורב שודקהו ,ובש םדוא
 ,ןיע הארמ ,המשנ וב חפונ
.רובידו ןזוא תעימשו

THE REBBE, 

TORAT 

MENACHEM 

5747:2, P. 650

TEXT 
13

“Every Jewish child is G-d’s 
child (we call G-d “our 

Father in Heaven”). The 

biological father and 

mother are merely G-d’s 

messengers who were 

given the merit to give 

birth to, raise, and educate 

this special child.”

 דלי לכ :תצק רחא ןונגסב
 לש ןב אוה ירה ידוהי
 וניבא"( אוה ךורב שודקה
 םאהו באהו ,)"םימשבש
 ויחולש קר םה םיימשגה
 ,אוה ךורב שודקה לש
 דילוהל תוכזה םהל ןתינש
.וכנחלו ולדגלו דליה תא
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Every parent is 
entrusted with 

children who 
are literally 

“sons of G-d.” 

Thinking about 
it that way, 

parenting 
becomes the 
mission of a 

lifetime.

THE REBBE, 
SEFER 

HASICHOT 
5750:2, P. 455

TEXT 
14

“Moreover, women have a 
special advantage over men 
when it comes to education 
(and even to discipline). The 
feminine qualities in women 
allow them to impart their 
guidance with intimate 
closeness, softspokenness, 
love, and affection (much 
more than a man can offer). 
This is especially pertinent in 
recent times, when it is 
precisely the loving and 
warm approach to education 
(“Train a child according to 
his way”) that bears the most 
fruit.

 ןורתי שיש אלא דוע אלו
 םישנד )החכותהו( ךוניחהב
 דצמש ןויכ— םישנא יבגל
 ןתלועפ תישענ םישנה עבט
 ךותמו ,הכר ןושלב ךוניחב
 הבהא ,בוריק לש שגר
 לצא רשאמ רתוי( הביחו
 שחומב םיאורו ,)םישנאה
 ,)םינורחאה תורודב טרפבו(
 בוריק לש ךרדב אקודש
 יפ לע רענל ךונח"( הבהאו
 תחלצה רתוי הלודג )"וכרד
.ךוניחה
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Knowing that G-d 
himself personally
appointed you to 
care for His child 
means you are the 
right fit, and you 
have all the tools 
needed to get the 
job done.

THE REBBE, 
TORAT 

MENACHEM 
5743:3, P. 1482

TEXT 
15

“There are three partners in the forming of a 
person: The person’s father, mother, and G-d.” The 
division of responsibilities in this partnership is as 
follows: 
"The biological parents are responsible for the 
spiritual welfare of the child (education, for 
example). Meaning to say, G-d entrusted them with 
an extremely precious “deposit”—“a G-dly soul 
from On High”—with the hope and expectation 
that the parents will complete their assignment and 
see to it that this child’s soul be overtly expressed 
in everything he or she does. A job well done 
means that when looking at this child, one should 
be able to identify that this is a member of the 
nation that was told by G-d, “And you shall be to 
Me a kingdom of princes and a holy nation.”
"But when it comes to the physical needs of the 
child— that he be properly fed, clothed, and be 
healthy, etc.—that is G-d’s share of the partnership.
"And when the parents observe their side of the 
partnership (by educating their child to be an 
upstanding Jew), then G-d observes His side of the 
partnership by providing the parents with all their 
needs (whether it be finances, health, etc.).”

 ,ויבא— םדאב םיפתוש השלש" :רחא ןונגסב
 תופתושה תקולחו ."אוה ךורב שודקהו ,ומאו
איה
 )וכוניח( דליה לש םיינחורה םינינעהש ןפואב
 ,רמולכ ,ומאו ויבא לש םתוירחא תחת םה
 רקי ״ןודקיפ״ םדיב דיקפה אוה ךורב שודקהש
 ךותמ ,"שממ לעממ הקלא קלח"— רתויב
 לש ותמשנש גואדל םדיקפת תא ואלמיש הווקת
 וב רכינ היהיש ךכ ,יולגב ולצא ריאת דליה
 יוגו םינהכ תכלממ יל ויהת םתאו"ד ןינעה
;"שודק
 ונוזל— דליה לש םיימשגה םינינעה וליאו
 םה— הזב אצויכו ,ותואירבל גואדל ,וסנרפלו
.אוה ךורב שודקה לש ותוירחא תחת
 םקלח תא םיאלממ םירוהה רשאכ ,ןכלו
 ךוניחה ידי לע( םיאתמה ןפואב וז תופתושב
 ךורב שודקה םג ירה ,)היתווצמו הרותה ךרדב
 םיאתמה ןפואב תופתושב וקלח תא אלממ אוה
.)הזב אצויכו ,תואירב ,הסנרפ(
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Parents’ job is to 
mold their entire 

being in a way 
that allows their 

true identity to 
shine. 

Showing by 
example of how to 

be a Jew, 
specifically from a 

young age, will 
ensure the child is 
always connected 

to their core. 


