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9| CHANUKAH

IT’S DARK OUT THERE?

LOOK AGAIN.




Chanukah

Chanukah—the eight-day festival of light
that begins on the eve of the twenty-fifth
day of the Jewish month of Kislev
celebrates the triumph of light over
darkness, of purity over adulteration, and
of spirituality over materialism.

More than twenty-one centuries ago, the
Holy Land was ruled by the Seleucids
(Syrian-Greeks), who sought to forcefully
Hellenize the people of Israel. Against all
odds, a small band of faithful Jews
defeated one of the mightiest armies on
earth, drove the Greeks from the land,
reclaimed the Holy Temple in Jerusalem,
and rededicated it to the service of G-d.
When they sought to light the Temple’s
menorah (the seven-branched
candelabrum), they found only a single
cruse of olive oil that had escaped

contamination by the Greeks;
miraculously, the one-day supply burned
for eight days, until new oil could be
prepared under conditions of ritual purity.
To commemorate and publicize these
miracles, the sages instituted the festival
of Chanukah. At the heart of the festival is
the nightly menorah (candelabrum)
lighting: a single flame on the first night,
two on the second evening, and so on till
the eighth night of Chanukah, when all
eight lights are kindled.

On Chanukah we also add Hallel and Ve’al
Hanisim in our daily prayers to offer
praise and thanksgiving to G-d for
“delivering the strong into the hands of
the weak, the many into the hands of the
few . .. the wicked into the hands of the
righteous.”




Chanukah

Chanukah customs include eating
foods fried in oil—Ilatkes (potato
pancakes) and sufganiot (doughnuts),
playing with the dreidel (a spinning top
on which are inscribed the Hebrew
letters nun, gimel, hei, and shin—an
acronym for “Nes gadol hayah sham—
a great miracle happened there”), and
the giving of Chanukah gelt—gifts of
money—to children.







SIDDUR TEHILLAT
HASHEM,
ANNOTATED
EDITION
(BROOKLYN, N.Y.:
KEHOT, 2002), PP.
51-52

In the days of Mattathias, the son of Yochanan
the High Priest, the Hasmonean, and his sons,
when the wicked Hellenic government rose up
against Your people Israel to make them
forget Your Torah and violate the decrees of
Your will.

But You, in Your abounding mercies, stood by
them in the time of their distress. You waged
their battles, defended their rights, and
avenged the wrong done to them. You
delivered the mighty into the hands of the
weak, the many into the hands of the few, the
impure into the hands of the pure, the wicked
into the hands of the righteous, and the
wanton sinners into the hands of those who
occupy themselves with Your Torah.
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SIDDUR TEHILLAT
HASHEM,
ANNOTATED
EDITION
(BROOKLYN, N.Y.:
KEHOT, 2002), PP.
51-52

You made a great and holy name for Yourself in
Your world, and effected a great deliverance and
redemption for Your people Israel to this very
day.

Then Your children entered the shrine of Your
House, cleansed Your Temple, purified Your
Sanctuary, kindled lights in Your holy courtyards,
and instituted these eight days of Chanukah to
give thanks and praise to Your great name.
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MAIMONIDES,
MISHNEH
TORAH, LAWS OF
PRAYER 1:6

The evening prayer is not
obligatory, as are the morning and
afternoon prayers. Nevertheless,

Jewish people in all places are
accustomed to reciting the
evening prayer and have accepted
it upon themselves as obligatory.
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MAIMONIDES,
MISHNEH
TORAH, LAWS OF
CHANUKAH 4:12

The mitzvah of kindling Chanukah
lamps is very dear. One should be
very careful in its observance to

publicize the miracle and thus
increase our praise of G-d and our
gratitude for the miracles that He
performed for us.
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Verbalizing gratitude
Purim and other holidays

Lighting candles
Chanukah



Question #1

Why do we leave the
storytelling to candles,
which we can’t hear
anyway?




TALMUD
TRACTATE
SOFERIM, §20

[After kindling the Chanukah lamps] one 1IX 178D NNIN NN

proclaims: “We kindle these lamps to . s .
commemorate the saving acts, the VI nivia 2y, 17t rm

miracles, and the wonders.” NIX791N 7V D'0"N




What are the candles saying?

Miracles Wonders

Wondrous
events



BOOK OF THE
MACCABEES 1:2

The king’s officers arrived in the city of Modiin
to compel the people to turn against G-d’s Torah
and to offer sacrifices to the idols. Many Jews
assembled and Mattathias and his sons girded
themselves.

The king’s officers said to Mattathias, “You are
revered and respected by your people; you have
many children and a large family. Therefore, be
the first to approach the altar and fulfill the
king’s decree as is done throughout the
kingdom and among the population of Judea
and Jerusalem. This will curry favor with the
king, and you will be rewarded with gold, silver,
and precious gifts”.

Mattathias raised a powerful voice in reply:
“Although all the nations under the king’s
dominion obey the king and betray the statutes
of their heritage, my sons and | will,
nevertheless, not verge even an iota from our
ancestors’ statutes. We will never forsake G-d’s

laws and annul His covenant with us, Heaven
forbid. We will, therefore, never obey the king’s
demand that we betray our statutes”.

When he concluded, a Jewish man stepped up
to the altar in Modiin to offer a sacrifice before
all as the king had decreed. Mattathias saw this
and was inflamed with passion and zeal. He
attacked the man in a fury and slayed him at the
foot of the altar. He also slayed the king’s officer
and destroyed the altar. Thus, he dealt zealously
to protect G-d’s law as Pinchas had once done
to Zimri the son of Salu.

He rushed into the city and called out loudly,
“Those who tremble before G-d’s law and
maintain the covenant, follow me.” He and his
sons fled into the mountains of the [Judean]
desert and left all their possessions in the city.
Those to whom G-d’s Torah was dear followed
them and fled into the desert.




MEGILAT
ANTIOCHUS 43—
46

Bagris the wicked boarded a ship and fled to King
Antiochus, and with him were those who had
escaped the battle. Bagris said to Antiochus,
“Though the king commanded the Jews to cease
observing the Sabbath, the new moon [festival],

and circumcision, they defrauded you and rebelled

against you. However, the combined armies of all

the nations in the world could not conquer the five

sons of Mattathias. They are mightier than lions,
swifter than eagles, and fiercer than bears. Your
majesty, | advise you not to send a small army or
you will be shamed before all the kings. Rather,
draft every officer in your kingdom without
exception along with their armored elephants.”

This suggestion found favor with Antiochus, who
raised a powerful army from all the provinces of
his kingdom. The governors of each province
appeared [with their footmen] and armored
elephants.
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MEGILAT
ANTIOCHUS 57—
62

After this, Mattathias’s five sons went forth and

fought the many armies and killed many of them.

But [their oldest brother] Yehudah died in this
battle. When they saw that their brother had
been killed, the brothers returned to their father.
Mattathias asked, “Why did you return?” They
replied, “Our brother, our collective equal, was
slain.”

Mattathias replied, “I will go with you and fight
the enemy lest the House of Israel perish when
they perceive your alarm over your brother’s

death.” Mattathias went out and fought alongside
his sons. The Heavenly G-d delivered the enemy’s

mighty warriors to them, of whom many were
slain. Of the sword-wielding warriors, archers,
officers, and deputies, none remained. The
surviving remnants fled to distant lands.
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TALMUD
TRACTATE
SHABBAT, 21B

When the [Syrian] Greeks entered
the Sanctuary, they defiled all the
oil in the Sanctuary. When the

Hasmoneans surged and defeated

them, they searched and found
only one cruse of oil with the
undisturbed seal of the High
Priest.
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THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT

15, P. 369

If one insists, one can argue that the
Greeks missing a single cruse of oil
was a hatural occurrence, especially
according to the opinion that the
sealed cruse was buried in the ground,
which is a rare phenomenon.
Moreover, since there was a dedicated
chamber for oil storage, the enemy
had no reason to search underground.
Nevertheless, it is wondrous that the
enemy found and defiled all the
cruses, and this one cruse remained
whole and untouched.
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TALMUD
TRACTATE
SHABBAT, 21B

There was only enough oil to light
the menorah for one day. A miracle
occurred and they lit [the menorah]
from it for eight days. The next year
the sages instituted these days as
holidays with recitation of Hallel and
special thanksgiving in prayer and
blessings.
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The miraculous hanukah saga

l— /\Q t‘ /l , —,

Jews surprise Greek army’s The discovery One cruse of
and defeat the defeat at the of a single oil lasting for
few soldiers in hands of the cruse of eight days and

Modiin. Maccabees. untouched oil. nights!



SIDDUR TEHILLAT
HASHEM,
ANNOTATED
EDITION

CiSNeal To offer gratitude and praise to your
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KEHOT, 2002), P. .
UM great name, for your miracles, your

wonders, and your acts of saving.




Why change to a different
order at the end?




THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT
15, P. 369

First, we offer gratitude and praise for the
miracles that everyone recognizes as divine.

We then reflect on the underpinning reality of
some of the other remarkable events until we
recognize them as divine wonders. Though one
can argue erroneously that they are natural
occurrences, we nevertheless learn to thank G-
d for them.

Finally, we arrive at the recognition that G-d
must be thanked and praised even for His acts
of saving, which are not miraculous and not
even wondrous, but seem like ordinary natural
occurrences. This is because all salvation is in
G-d’s hands. Events of nature are also
miraculous [because they are orchestrated by
G-d]. Therefore, even such events must elicit
gratitude and praise.
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The beginning of the
prayer presents the events
in chronological order.

The end tells us that the
candles are lit to thank and

praise G-d.




RABBI DOVBER
OF LUBAVITCH,
SHAAREI ORAH,
SHAAR PURIM

58A

That which is on the highest perch

descends to the lowest pit
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THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT
15, PP. 370-371

Miracles that are thinly veiled by nature
(such as finding the untouched cruse of oil)
emanate from a higher spiritual plane than
open miracles (such as the logic-defying
victories on the battlefield). And acts of G-d
that are completely disguised as natural
occurrences (such as the victory in Modiin)
emanate from an even higher source.

[To explain:] Revealed miracles flow from
divine energies that are restricted by a
requirement of revelation; [unable to
operate in disguise,] these miracles must be
visible to all. Miracles that are thinly veiled
by nature flow from divine energies that
transcend this requirement and can,
therefore, assume a natural guise.
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THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT
15, PP. 370-371

Nevertheless, the fact that the veil is weak
and those who observe it can peer through
it and marvel over their supernatural quality
demonstrates that these energies also
belong in the category of the revealed.

Acts of saving that are completely disguised
as natural occurrences (and thus present as

lowly) flow from G-d Himself, who is not
constrained by any requirements. Therefore,
these supernatural events that come from
G-d Himself can fully masquerade as natural
occurrences.
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The less holy an event
appears, the holier it
really is!




THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT

15, P. 371,
FOOTNOTE 31

Note that the Chanukah candles
are kindled after sunset. Their
purpose is specifically to light up
the darkness, representing the
teaching that G-d lights my
darkness.
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—The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson




Lighting a candle is the
perfect way to thank G-d
for a Chanukah saga
that taught us not only
that G-d was present,
but that He is in fact
most present in the
darkness.
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Next Week

Vayigash
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DON’T TELL ME ANYTHING
UNTIL | KNOW YOU CARE







