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KEDOSHIM

WHEN YOU LOVE
ENOUGH TO CARE

Kedoshim

The parshah of
Kedoshim begins with
the statement: “You
shall be holy, for I, the
L-rd your G-d, am holy.”
This is followed by
dozens of mitzvot
(Divine commandments)
through which the Jew
sanctifies him- or herself
and relates to the
holiness of G-d.

These include: the
prohibition against
idolatry, the mitzvah of
charity, the principle of
equality

before the law, the laws
regarding Shabbat,
sexual morality, honesty
in business, honor and
awe of one’s parents,
and the sacredness of
life.

Also in Kedoshim is the
dictum, “Love your
fellow as yourself,”
which the great sage
Rabbi Akiva called “a
central principle of
Torah,” and about which
Hillel said, “This is the
entire Torah; the rest is
commentary.”
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Think about the
word “love.”

What definition
comes to mind?

Initiating an emotion on
demand is simply beyond
the average person’s
capabilities.

What if you want to love
another person but just
don’t feel it?
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You shall neither tgke revenge on nor N 10N N"?! 0D NY
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your people; you shall love your fellow as PR TE .,1' ']N‘ m:)
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LEVITICUS 19:18

Question

How can we be
commanded to love our
fellow Jew?

How can we be expected to
call up a feeling if it isn’t
there?




RABBI CHEZKIAH
BEN MANO'ACH,
CHIZKUNI,
LEVITICUS,

AD LOC

RABBI YITZCHAK
BEN YEHUDAH
HALEVI,
PAANE'ACH RAZA,
PARSHAT
KEDOSHIM

The Torah was careful not to write “Love
your fellow as you love yourself,” as this
is impossible for human beings to do.

Rather, it states, “Love to your fellow”
[with a lamed]. In other words, you
should love to do kind things for
another as you would love for others to
do for you.

“Love your fellow as yourself.”
But how is it possible to love someone
else as yourself?

The verse doesn’t say to love “re’acha
(AV1)—your fellow”; rather, it says
“lere’acha (Wv1'7)—that which belongs to
your fellow.”

In other words, treat another person’s
property with the same care as your own,
and strive to protect it.
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MAIMONIDES,
SEFER
HAMITZVOT,
POSITIVE
MITZVAH 206

This mitzvah commands us to love
our fellow in a manner similar to the
love we have for ourselves. We
should direct that same level of
dedication to loving and being
merciful toward a friend. This applies
to their body, their financial concerns,
and anything they have or desire.

Additionally, whatever you desire for
yourself, you should desire for
another person. As the verse states,
“[You must] love your neighbor as
[you love] yourself”

To behave in a loving
way toward another.

A behavior.
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[The verse states,] ."Md N7 nanNi
“Love your fellow as yourself.” N2V "0 NN

B RabbiAlivasaid: ) NN 7MY Nt
LEVITICUS 19:18 This is a central principle in Torah.

To want to do good
for a friend.

A feeling.
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The people of Israel are so beloved, 1IN Y 2N

they are called “children of G-d.” As a NIN' Nan -D[FY,J'? 012
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AVOT 3:14 known to them that they are called v emyvAb i i

children of G-d, as it is said, “You are SRS 24 ’DI'_"*JI?

children of the L-rd your G-d” "D)'77X ‘N7 DD
(Deuteronomy 14:1). (.X,T'0M2T)

It is most natural to
feel love for one’s
immediate family. . . .

How can we be
expected to feel for our
Jewish family the same
way we would for our
actual family?




RABBI SHMUEL
DE UCEDA,
MIDRASH
SHMUEL, AVOT,
AD LOC.

RABBI SHNEUR
ZALMAN OF
LIADI, TANYA,
LIKUTEI AMARIM,
CH. 32

The Mishnah states, “The Jewish

people are so beloved, they are called

children of G-d.” Indeed, on a soul-
level, we are called children of G-d.

Through following the foregoing
instructions—of viewing one’s body as
lowly and abominable, and rejoicing
only in matters of the soul—it
becomes possible to fulfill the
commandment of “Love your fellow as
yourself” toward every Jew, from
young to old.

[This is] especially so if you consider
that all souls complement one another
and have one Father. This is why all
Jews are called brothers—because we
are literally brothers at the root of our
souls in G-d’s oneness. It is only our
bodies that are separate.
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RABBI SHNEUR
ZALMAN OF
LIADI, IBID.

Those who view their body as
primary and their soul as secondary
are incapable of reaching true love
and brotherhood, only love that is
contingent upon an outside factor.
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Love from the soul
is deep and abiding,
without reasons
and conditions.
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We are
commanded to
feel love for
another Jew.

This love must
be a soul-to-soul
connection.

It’s hard enough getting in touch with our own soul.
We must tap into another person’s soul. . . .

How is this even possible?
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Hillel says, “Be like the students of TN 1D iR 770
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ZALMAN OF
LIADI, TANYA,
LIKUTEI AMARIM,
CH. 32
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MAIMONIDES,
MISHNEH
TORAH, LAWS OF
CHARACTER 6:3

Every Jew is commanded to love
every Jew like him- or herself. As
the verse states, “Love your fellow
as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18).

Therefore, speak positively about
them, and be careful with their
possessions and with their honor,
just as you would for yourself.

Surely there are
other ways to
express love
toward another
Jew besides
“bringing them
closer to Torah.”
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THE REBBE, RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT 17,
PP. 220-221

With the words “bringing them
close to Torah,” Hillel is pointing
out that although we must love
every Jew, we may not
compromise on our Torah
standards when doing so.

The love we must exhibit ought to
draw others close to Torah, but
never by lowering or
compromising the Torah to an
unholy level.

Raising people to
your standards,
and not the other
way around.

TN ;020N WTVIT T'N
T VIVINIIND O'NWYT
[2XN V" 7RT |YN TN ,NMYnN
DI7YI ON NNWY ')
ANW nANK 271 DNima

"NiMan X anIR" WT

[19 DIX [N ['N [T OINT
;N IX NN T U7 27N
— DI7W1 0N 19'n7 L |IX
IX DN T NYTIONIN X
[ IT ,NIMNan NN
N 'K NNYD

5/4/2022

13



RABBI SHALOM
DOVBER
SCHNEERSOHN,
SEFER
HAMAAMARIM
5672, P.1252

THE REBBE, RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT 17,
P.222

As it is sourced in G-d’s essence,
the soul is even higher than
Torah. The proof for this is from
the concept of teshuvah.

Even someone who violated
every precept in Torah can still
return to G-d. Nothing can stand
in the way of his teshuvah. This
can only be due to the superiority
of the soul.

Inasmuch as a Jew’s soul is
rooted in a loftier space than
even the Torah itself, a Jew
remains “a Jew” even after sin.

No matter how much a Jew
has sinned, he does not lose
his status as a Jew.

This is because the soul’s
connection with G-d is not
contingent upon its level of
Torah and mitzvah
performance.
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PROVERBS 20:27

A person’s soul is a candle of G-d,
revealing its inner-most recesses.
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The soul is
connected to G-d,
regardless of Torah.

But the only way for
us to feel that soul is
through Torah.

15



THE REBBE, RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT 17,
P.223

The core quality of a Jew must
manifest through Torah. As such,
when another Jew remains
distant from Torah, the true
harmony and love that exists
between that Jew and all other
Jews cannot be truly manifest.
The reality that they all share a
common soul is left untapped.

Precisely through bringing
another closer to Torah, thus
connecting them with G-d, we can
appreciate—and feel—the
essential quality of a Jew, higher
even than Torah.

Through Torah and
mitzvot, the soul is
revealed and easily
connected with
another’s soul.
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TALMUD,
SHABBAT 31A

There was a story of a gentile who
came before Shamai and asked him,
“Please convert me to Judaism, but
teach me the entire Torah while |
stand on one foot.”

Shamai chased him away with a
yardstick.

The man came before Hillel and
likewise asked him for conversion, and
to teach him the whole Torah on one
foot. Hillel said to him,

“That which you resent, don’t do to
your fellow. This is the whole Torah;
the rest is commentary. Go and learn.”
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Ahavat Yisrael =
the whole Torah.

How can Hillel
exaggerate like that?
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The mission of Judaism is to
reveal the hidden light.

It is therefore quite
appropriate to refer to this one
mitzvah as the entire Torah.

Just like a wellspring,
when love seems to
dry up, the answer is
to dig deeper.

Digging deeper
requires tools.
Torah guides us to
the deepest point.
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Question

How can we be
commanded to love our
fellow Jew?
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