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= BECHUKOTAI

YOU’RE FEELING UNINSPIRED?
GREAT. NOW’S YOUR CHANCE.
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Bechukotai

G-d promises that if the
people of Israel will keep
His commandments, they
will enjoy material
prosperity and dwell
securely in their homeland.
But He also delivers a harsh
“rebuke” warning of the
exile, persecution, and
other evils that will befall
them if they abandon their
covenant with Him.

Nevertheless, “Even
when they are in the
land of their enemies,
| will not cast them
away; nor will | ever
abhor them, to
destroy them and to
break My covenant
with them; for I am
the L-rd their G-d.”

The parshah
concludes with the
rules on how to
calculate the values
of different types of
pledges made to G-d
and the mitzvah of
tithing produce and
livestock.




JOSHUA 1:8-9
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What do we do
when we’re in this
spiritual rut?

Not do what we
don’t feel like
doing?

Plug through and
do what needs
doing regardless?

This book of the Torah should never NIND 190 win! X7
leave your mouth; you should 2 NANIA'9N NN
meditate on it day and night . . . ... D771 onir
be strong and have courage. 'YX 770
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The verse cautioning us that the Torah should

never leave our mouth continues with, “be
strong and have courage.”
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M‘CHEEPHSL;K‘ This is the source of our custom to announce
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Pell ot the conclusion of a book of the Torah, 190 D"'oN?
“Be strong, be strong, and we will be strong.” ".PTNNII TN 27N

HASHULCHAN,
ORACH CHAYIM
139:15

Jewish tradition
sees the conclusion
of sections of the
Torah as especially
meaningful.

So it is with the
section opener.
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The end is embedded in the beginning, N7'NN2 910 YV
and the beginning in the end. 9102 IN7'NNiI

SEFER YETZIRAH
1:7

The parshah
concludes

with two animal-
related mitzvot:




LEVITICUS 27:26

LEVITICUS
27:32-34

No one may consecrate the firstborn
of an animal, since the firstborn
already belongs to G-d. Whether an
ox or a sheep, it belongs to G-d.

Every tithe of the cattle or flock, of all
that pass under the rod, every tenth
animal will be holy to G-d.

No one may pick out the good from
the bad or make any substitution. If
anyone does make a substitution, both
the animal and its substitute become
holy and cannot be redeemed.

These are the commandments G-d
gave Moses at Mount Sinai for the
Children of Israel.
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LEVITICUS 1:1-2

G-d called to Moses and spoke to him
from the Tent of Meeting. He said,

“Speak to the Children of Israel and say
to them, ‘When a person among you
brings a sacrifice to G-d, you should
bring as your sacrifice an animal, from
either the cattle or the flock.”

The parshah

begins

with instructions on
animal sacrifices:
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Start!

RABBI SHNEUR
ZALMAN OF

LIADI,
LIKUTEI TORAH,

VAYIKRA 2C

The verse states, “When a person among
you brings a sacrifice.” “Person” refers to

the Supernal One, [a level of G-dliness]. . ..

This, then, is the meaning of “when a
person among you brings a sacrifice”: it
refers to a time when a Divine inspiration
of Supernal One descends to bring the
heart of earthly man closer to G-d. . . .

Later the verse says, “From the animals
you should bring your sacrifice” (Leviticus
1:2). This refers to the earthly person
bringing himself closer to G-d, from his
own end.

What deeper
message is contained
in the fact that the
bookends of Vayikra
are about sacrifices?
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Korban—Sacrifice—Drawing Close to G-d
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Top-down Bottom-up

G-d drawing us close to Him When we make the initiative,
from above by providing us working hard to refocus our
with inspiration. mind on spirituality and G-d.

The firstborn animal is — Inyxyn wrrl—} T'X 1D
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designation from Above. Its
THE REBBE, . ..
el sanctity is independent of any

VRIS human activity.
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Firstborn animal Tenth animal

Its holiness is imposed Its holiness is generated as a
on it by Divine fiat. result of human endeavor.

Of the two models,
which one do you
think is better?
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Everything is determined by the end. .DINNN INX Y7210 720

TALMUD,
BERACHOT 12A

Shouldn’t the
holiness of the
firstborn animal be
superior?

Its sanctity seems
much greater as it
is imposed directly
by G-d.
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Sanctity conferred from
Above may appear
stronger and better, yet it
lacks one fundamental
element-lasting power.

RABBI SHNEUR
ZALMAN OF LIADI,

LIKUTEI TORAH
2B-C

We find two levels of Divine service. One level is “inspiration from

below,” when a person exerts himself physically and mentally, and

concentrates deeply with a humble heart. This causes him to merit
the light of Divine closeness. In this model, there is an “inspiration

from below,” which then generates an “inspiration from Above.”

The second level is when a person suddenly feels inspired, without
any preparatory work or effort. We see this often when people
suddenly become inspired and experience intellectual and
emotional excitement in their prayer for a period of time, without
knowing where these feelings came from. But this inspiration is
short-lived because it is an “inspiration from Above” designed to
generate an “inspiration from below” on our end.

The difference between these two levels is that when we have a
genuine “inspiration from below” as the result of hard work, it is
enduring. This generates an “inspiration from Above,” which
shines in the depths of our soul because we prepared ourselves
for it properly beforehand. This in turn gives us the ability to
continue the cycle with further “inspiration from below.”

But when there is no physical and mental exertion on our part,
and we are fully reliant on the “inspiration from Above” that we
did not adequately prepare to assimilate into our soul, the
inspiration can pass quickly. The force of inspiration is only in
effect when G-d provides it, so it can pass without leaving any
lasting impact. When the force is terminated, the feelings that it
generated disappear as well.
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LEVITICUS 26:3-5

3. If you follow My statutes and
observe My commandments and
perform them,

4. | will give your rains in their time,
the Land will yield its produce, and the
tree of the field will give forth its fruit.

5. Your threshing will last until the
vintage, and the vintage will last until
the sowing; you will eat your food to
satiety, and you will live in security in
your Land.
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This seems
completely
inappropriate as a
reward for mitzvot.
At the very least
there should be
mention of a spiritual
reward as well.
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A similar question
applies on the
cosmic level as well:

Why should the
ultimate reward at
the end of days be
one of physical plenty
and not some sort of
spiritual utopia?

It is specifically the actions of V'® DTRN NTAW 'R KPIT
physical human beings that NINXY 19 NI T OIR T

manifest G-d’s deepest desire. . . .
THE REBBE,
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This is why the
reward for the
spiritual work is
achieved in this
physical world:

It shows that the
material world is
ultimately spiritual, a
worthy home for G-d.

When we feel
uninspired and work
hard to self-generate
the necessary
inspiration, this is
when we uncover our
deepest reality—that
we are expressions of
G-dliness.

5/24/22

14



5/24/22

When we generate
inspiration on our
own, G-d reciprocates
with His own measure
of inspiration, and we
are able to develop a
healthy cycle of an
inspired life of mitzvah
observance.
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