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'8 | BEHAALOTECHA

GOOD IS GOOD, BETTER IS
BETTER, AND BEST IS BEST

Behaalotecha

Aaron is commanded to
raise light in the lamps of
the menorah, and the tribe
of Levi is initiated into the
service in the Sanctuary.
A “second Passover” is
instituted in response to
the petition, “Why should
we be deprived?” by a
group of Jews who were
unable to bring the
Passover offering in its
appointed time because
they were ritually impure.

G-d instructs Moses on the
procedures for Israel’s
journeys and
encampments in the
desert, and the people
journey in formation from
Mount Sinai, where they
had been camped for
nearly a year.

The people are dissatisfied
with their “bread from
Heaven” (the manna), and
demand that Moses supply
them with meat.

Moses appoints seventy
elders, to whom he
imparts of his spirit, to
assist him in the burden of
governing the people.
Miriam speaks negatively
of Moses and is punished
with leprosy; Moses prays
for her healing, and the
entire community waits
seven days for her
recovery.




NUMBERS 9:5-11

Why do we go all out
for mitzvot?

And what about the
Jews who don’t?
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RABBI YOSEF
YITZCHAK
SCHNEERSOHN,
CITED IN HAYOM
YOM, 14 IYAR

The theme of Pesach Sheni is that it is never “too
late.” It is always possible to put things right.
Even if one was ritually impure, or one was at a
distance, and even in a case when the [failure to
bring the offering] was deliberate, we can,
nonetheless, correct it.
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From G-d’s perspective,
there is always a
second chance



THE REBBE,
WECLIN  necessary to wait for Jews to come and ask Moses,
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
TORAT
MENACHEM
5725:4,

PP. 298-299

Some people ask: G-d knew in advance that some
people would be unable to bring the offering of the
fourteenth of Nisan. If so, why didn’t He present the
solution for the impure by designating the fourteenth
of lyar as a make up date when He first designated
the fourteenth of Nisan as Passover? Why was it

for Moses to say he doesn’t know and to ask G-d, and
only then for G-d to designate a second Passover?
...Solong as Jews weren’t bothered by their
inability to join their brethren for the paschal
offering, the possibility of a second chance did not
exist. Then their inner Jewish spark blossomed, and
they ran to Moses with a huge cry, “How can we
possibly be separated from our fellow Jews when
they bring the offering?” This created a new answer
in Heaven [that didn’t previously exist]; this created a
new opportunity.

... And just as [their determination to bring] this
offering extracted them from bondage in Egypt, so it
is in every generation. Determination to the point of
self-sacrifice can extract a Jew from all forms of
subjugation and [oppressive] life events.
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Past Mistakes

Can always be corrected

v 1 A

But only if we take initiative
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TALMUD,
PESACHIM 93A

RABBI AVRAHAM
BEN MOSHE,
BIRKAT
AVRAHAM, LAWS
OF THE PASCHAL
LAMB, 5:7

Rebbe says it is its own festival.
Rabbi Natan says it is a redress of
the first Passover, but it is not a
restoration of the first Passover.
Rabbi Chananya ben Akavya says it
is a restoration of the first
Passover.

Rebbe says [Pesach Sheni] it is its own festival.
This means that it is not dependent on the first
festival; rather, it constitutes an independent
obligation like any other festival.

... Rabbi Natan says it is a redress of the first
Passover, but it does not restore the first
Passover. . . . [Therefore,] if you did not redress
[the first Passover], . . . you are liable, not
because you failed to bring the offering on the
second Passover, . . . but because you failed to
bring it on the first Passover.

... According to Rabbi Chananya ben Akavya, . . .

if you deliberately refrain from bringing the
offering on the first Passover, you are not liable

because the Torah restores [your missed offering]

on the second Passover.
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Question #1

How can Rabbi Yehudah
Hanasi say that Pesach

Sheni is an independent
holiday?

6/14/22

The words “to complete” can have two meanings:
A. [To make it whole, i.e.,] fill in what is lacking.
B. To make it perfect. Though nothing is lacking,
G  an enhancement can render it perfect.
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL

SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT

18, P. 129
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LEVITICUS 25:30

This means it isn’t bad

Complete

Lacks for nothing

If [the house] is not redeemed by the end of a
complete year, the house in the walled city
remains in the possession of the buyer in
perpetuity, throughout his generations. It does
not leave [the buyer’s possession, even] in the
jubilee year.

Perfect

This means it can’t be better
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The Torah adds the word “complete” to X'an7 ,"nnmn" MmiIx Xinwd
include the [additional] month of the AW WTN DX

leap year.

TALMUD,
ARACHIN 31A

The leap year is
more complete,
or perfect, than
the ordinary year
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For you shall surely open 02Vl L7 AT NX NA9A NNO ')
your hand to him and lend A7 00! WK inonn 'T1R'AYnN
EnEeeY him enough to cover all
B the deficiencies that he
lacks.

Our sages taught, the nIXn AKX L"inionn 17 a0 N
words “enough to cover all "7V NI¥N NRX 'X] 01197 17y
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MRS  you to support the poor 1199 yN7 T2W1 17y 201

person, but they don’t

instruct you to make him

wealthy. The words, “that

he lacks” [tell us to give

him] even a horse to ride

upon and a servant to run

before him.




TAKE WHAT YOU NEED
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Needs are highly
subjective; they
depend on what you
are accustomed to

It’s easier to repair
breaks than to
render something
perfect

10



Is Pesach Sheni just a
makeup date?

THE REBBE, RABBI
MENACHEM

MENDEL

SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOS

18, PP. 1

28—

129

According to Rebbe . . . when we bring the
paschal offering on the fourteenth day of lyar, it
is a complete and independent paschal offering
(in addition to fulfilling what was missed on the
first Passover). [This means that] the fourteenth
of lyar is the right day, the correct festival, for
this paschal offering.

... When we say that the motif of Pesach Sheni
is “it is never too late,” we mean not only that
we can make up for something that we had
missed, which is a general repair. We mean that
we can accomplish it perfectly with every detail
intact.

... When we say, the Pesach Sheni “is not a
restoration of the first Passover,” but rather an
independent festival, we mean that it is not

merely a restoration that fills in the gaps that we

missed. Rather, it is its own festival—what was
previously missed is completed to perfection.
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it is a whole new opportunity to bring
the offering on time

Does that work for us
on a human level?
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THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOS
3,P.980

THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
TORAT
MENACHEM
5725:4,

PP. 299-300

How can a later deed change something that
occurred earlier? We do find in the Torah that
certain actions impact their predecessors. But
that is only when the actions don’t establish new
realities; they merely clarify and establish what
occurred earlier . . . Inasmuch as they only
establish and clarify an earlier truth, they can
impact [our perception of] the past.

Actions that [break with the past and] create new
realities should not be able to affect the past. The
effects can’t precede the cause.

IYLVYOY LIV [YN OKII N7IYD X Y7 Il
TR, AT [P TIWND DYVT QIR [
ORIl ONT ?|X0UYA N7IYD T UXN YN
NI71Y9 YOIV NIN 'R VI'DYA (YN
AN1 OY T'R ,2VMD QYR Y'IN |11 ONII
[9IRT NITIYD T VI L,|'7RD YITYTR |'N
[9ONRT "'T |2V DY |7 [RUD'INX V1
[7V0OW-00Y9 [IX |"T AN 172

TTR T78Q 'R ... NI7IVD V7' Tyno
7172 |9INT NI7IYD Y TV TYOY

T [T 102N IR |7V0W-00YD

UT TR 7' TANOWIRD T'R V' TIYNI9
VN9 QR VIR 2R AR (VIYR
[NUD'IN QIRT OXII N7IYD N D |'RY NN
ON |19 NIRXIN "TIXT [VIYj7 ,INT V™M X
N Q'R 7'07°2 [T 0 D7IYD WT

["7R N7IYD T AYTIN AT [*TIV9
[Vi? 22100 TWT .[XUYAD'IX 'T UND
.N2'0 [T IND (VNI VI RT

This is like repentance from love of VO7VUN ONII NINNN NAIYN NNAITAI

G-d, which changes the sins that we
committed before we repented.
[Repentance can change the past]
because it doesn’t create a new
reality. [Love of G-d was always our
reality] inasmuch as our soul [, our
inner reality,] was faithful to G-d
even while we committed the sin. It
is just that this inner commitment
was concealed, and our repentance
revealed [what had always been
true]. Therefore, it can impact the
past.
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The Jews

demonstrated
through their
repentance that their
past had always been
perfect

How can Rebbe say that
Pesach Sheni is an
independent holiday?
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THE REBBE, RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI'SICHQOT 18,
P. 119

TALMUD,
PESACHIM 93A

Pesach Sheni was for those Jews who “were
impure.” . .. After acknowledging and
confessing their impurity, they approached
with a heartfelt plea: “We are impure [by
contact with] a dead person; why should we
lose out and be unable to bring the Divine an
offering in its time among the Children of
Israel?”

This was an expression of repentance in
every respect. It included a confession [of
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their faults], a plea to restore what they were (- 7K' 12 3IN2” 19 [IX "ITYINd" 19

lacking, and a plea for perfection. (They
asked not only for the chance to bring the
offering but to bring it “in its time,” and
“among the Children of Israel.”)

Someone who converts between the
first and the second Passovers,
similar to a minor who turned bar
mitzvah between the two Passovers,
must bring the second paschal
offering. This is the opinion of Rebbi.
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The ger and minor
were not obligated to
bring the paschal
offering on Passover

Why should they
be obligated in the
Pesach Sheni
offering?

A convert who converted is T2V U ANV Al
comparable to a newborn mT

TALMUD, infant.
YEVAMOT 22A
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RABBI CHAIM
YOSEF DAVID
AZULAI, MIDBAR
KADEMOQT 3:3

By saying, “a convert who
converted” rather than “a non-lew
who converted,” the sages taught
us that before they convert, their
souls can be found at Mount Sinai,
where we received the Torah. This
means that their souls were in the
lofty, wondrous state of Mount
Sinai from time immemorial,
where they awaited their chance
to join our people. The sages were
thus correct to say, “A convert who
converted.”
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The convert had the
spark of a Jewish
soul all along
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THE REBBE,
RABBI
MENACHEM
MENDEL
SCHNEERSON,
LIKUTEI SICHOT
18, PP. 130-131

With respect to the convert who converts
between the first Passover and Pesach
Sheni, though his Jewish soul only
appeared after his conversion, he was
really a convert even before he converted.
He had a spark of a holy soul before he was
a Jew. Thus, his conversion revealed his
retrospective connection to the mitzvot of
the Torah.

Therefore, he is not only rendering himself
perfect by bringing the offering on Pesach
Sheni, he is also correcting what was
lacking from the perspective of his soul.
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If better is better,
then good is not
good enough
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Pesach Sheni

g\\

Lack of perfect connection Never despair because you can
with G-d is a hole in your soul always plug that hole

19



