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STUDIES

IN G-D'S IMAGE
Spreading a Message of Universal, G-dly Morality



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Noach

G-d instructs Noah—the only
righteous man in a world
consumed by violence and
corruption—to build a large
wooden tevah (“ark”), coated
within and without with
pitch. A Great Deluge, says
G-d, will wipe out all life
from the face of the earth;
but the ark will float upon
the water, sheltering Noah
and his family as well as two
members (male and female)
of each animal species.

Rain falls for forty days and
nights, and the waters churn
for 150 more days before
calming and beginning to
recede.

The ark settles on Mount Ararat,
and from its window Noah
dispatches a raven, and then a
series of doves, “to see if the
waters were abated from the face
of the earth.” When the ground
dries completely—exactly one
solar year (365 days) after the
onset of the Flood—G-d
commands Noah to exit the tevah
and repopulate the earth.

Noah builds an altar and offers
sacrifices to G-d. G-d swears to
never again to destroy all of
humankind because of their
deeds, and He sets the rainbow
as a testimony of His new
covenant with the human race.

G-d also commands Noah
regarding the sacredness
of life: murder is deemed a
capital offense, and, while
people are permitted to
eat the meat of animals,
they are forbidden to eat
flesh or blood taken from a
living animal.

Noah plants a vineyard and
becomes drunk on its
produce. Two of Noah’s
sons, Shem and Japheth,
are blessed for covering up
their father’s nakedness,
while his third son, Ham, is
punished for taking
advantage of his father’s
debasement.




Have you ever
tried to influence
someone to
improve their
behavior, become
more ethical, or
show more
compassion?
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Genesis 6:9-13

9. These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, perfect
in his generations; Noah walked with G-d.

10. And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

1. The world had become corrupt before G-d, and the earth became full
of robbery.

12. And G-d saw the earth, and behold it had become corrupted, for all
flesh had perverted its way on the earth.

13. And G-d said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for
the earth has become full of robbery because of them, and behold | am
destroying them from the earth.”




QUESTION

What lessons are we meant to learn from
Noah'’s story, and is there a unique lesson we

can learn from Noah that we can’t learn from
Abraham?



QUESTION

If Noah couldn’t convince his generation to
abandon their depravity and embrace
morality, what chance do we have of
influencing the world in our own times?



The Seven Noahide
Laws




TEXT 2

Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of Kings 9:1
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Six mitzvot were commanded to Adam. The prohibitions against: (1)
worshipping false gods; (2) cursing G-d; (3) murder; (4) incest and
adultery; and (5) theft; as well as (6) the command to establish laws and
courts of justice.

The prohibition against eating flesh from a living animal was added for
Noah, as the verse states, “Nevertheless, you may not eat flesh with its
life, which is its blood” (Genesis 9:4). Thus there are seven mitzvot.



The Jewish
people are
charged with
serving as a
“light unto the
nations.”
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G-d commanded Moses to compel all people to accept the
commandments given to Noah’s descendants.




TEXT 3B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Shaarei
Halachah Uminhag,
Yoreh De’ah, P. 62
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At the very least, what emerges is a Halachic obligation on every
individual to do all in their power to influence the nations of the world to
fulfill their Seven Mitzvot. Inasmuch as this is Maimonides’s recorded
opinion with no disputant, it is certainly the accepted Halachah.
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If you see a non-Jew doing something wrong and are in a position to
protest, you must protest, as G-d sent Jonah to Nineveh to inspire them

to repent.
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There is a mitzvah to guide non-Jews, as Maimonides writes in “Laws of
Kings,” chapter 10.




TEXT 4C

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Shaarei
Halachah Uminhag,
Yoreh De’ah, P. 63
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It is plainly obvious that anyone with the ability to influence a non-Jew in
any way to fulfill the Seven Mitzvot, has the obligation to do so from G-d’s
command to Moses.

Certainly, anyone with business relationships with non-Jews or the like
must use their relationships to influence people. The correct way to do
this is to explain, in a way that is meaningful to you, that G-d has given
humanity seven commandments to fill the world with justice and
uprightness.






TEXT 5
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And G-d created man in His image; in the image of G-d He created him;
male and female He created them.




TEXT 6A

Mishnah, Avot 3:14
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Rabbi Akiva used to say, “Humans are cherished, for they were created in
the image of G-d. As an even greater sign of love, G-d let humanity know
that they were created in His image, as it says, ‘For in the image of G-d

He made humanity’” (Genesis 9:6).
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Rabbi Akiva refers to all people. The verse he quotes as proof applies to all

people, not Jews exclusively. Rabbi Akiva sought to empower all people,
including non-Jdews. Maimonides writes about this in “Laws of Kings” [8:10].

Rabbi Akiva intended to pave a broad path for all people to achieve upstanding
character, as we were commanded by Moses to do, as explained in
Maimonides. . .. We ought to influence them with words, and draw their hearts
toward their Creator’s will. Mention their goodness, and instill in their hearts
that as the bearers of G-d’s image, they are cherished and possess an internal
moral compass. Therefore, he quotes the verse where G-d supplies His reason
for commanding them, “For G-d made humanity in His image.” This verse refers
to non-Jews, as does Rabbi Akiva.




TEXT 6C

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 15, P. 58
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This is what the sage means with “humans are cherished, for they were
created in the image:” He is informing us how a Jew must (and can)
influence all citizens of the world to fulfill G-d’s commandments: by
explaining how very precious they are, being “created in the image,” and
as such, they must follow their Creator’s will.
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The “image” is the capacity for intellectual understanding. The words of
the verse, “like G-d’s image” (tzelem) tell us that the intellectual soul
within humanity emanated (atzulah) from His holy spirit. . . .

Many understand the Hebrew word “image” to describe something as a
visible, tangible body. They err in this until they veer toward heresy to
believe that G-d is physical. Know that “image” . . . refers to the inner
nature of a thing, meaning that this is the idea that defines its being and
essence. Therefore our capacity for thought is called “in G-d’s image.”
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The idea of the “image” is as Maimonides explains in the beginning of the
Guide for the Perplexed: that it refers to the intellect that is integral to

humans.




QUESTION

If intellect alone is not enough, what is the
true majesty of the notion that we’re created
in “G-d’s image”?
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Naturally, our minds only come into play when we are emotionally
invested in something. This can mean trying to figure out what we should
desire, given our nature, or it can mean using our minds to figure out how
to get something we already desire. ... Our minds are capable of going to
incredible lengths to conceive schemes for self-aggrandizement or to
increase our wealth, or to twist justice to make ourselves appear to be in
the right.
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Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Ibid., P. 54
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Our minds are beholden to our emotions even in those intellectual pursuits that do
not concern our personal emotions, such as in the sciences. Though these are deep
disciplines, they really only consider the external subject matter and not its
purpose.

In the natural sciences, for instance, the mind is engaged in analyzing the nature of
inanimate matter, plant matter, animals, and humans. For example, when studying a
plant, you want to understand its composition and all of its aspects, and so too in
other fields. In this discipline, the mind only takes into account the material,
isolated existence of the subject. The entire pursuit of science engages in what is,
never in what’s not. The mind engaged in this study is materialistic and becomes
self-centered and arrogant. Inasmuch as the entire study concerns the independent
[material] existence of the subject, the person comes to think of themselves as an
independent [material] existence.



TEXT 3

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 15, P. 60
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The intellectual soul gravitates toward worldly ideas that revolve around
materialism and ego. Such thinking carries with it a feeling of self-
importance that prevents any hope of rising above one’s self as is
appropriate.
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[Just as with a candle] so it is with the human soul: It naturally yearns
and desires to distance itself and escape from the body so that it can
unite with its root and Source, G-d the Source of all life, blessed be He.
Even though this means forfeiting its existence and reverting to nothing—
for in its source it occupies no space of its own, and nothing would
remain of its original existence—still, this is the G-dly soul’s desire.




TEXT T

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likkutei
Sichot 15, pp. 61-62
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The Jewish people’s Divine image is a result of their G-dly soul. As such,
when influencing our surroundings, the impact is on the terms of our G-
dly soul, injecting transcendence into the intellectual soul.
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Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of Kings 8:11
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Anyone who accepts upon themselves to fulfill these seven mitzvot and is
precise in their observance is considered one of “the pious among the
gentiles” and will merit a share in the World to Come.

This applies only when they accept and fulfill them because the Holy One,
blessed be He, commanded so in the Torah and informed us through
Moses, our teacher, that Noah’s descendants had been commanded to
fulfill them previously. But one who fulfills them out of pure intellectual
conviction is not considered righteous or wise.



“Created in G-d’s
image.”

Every person
mirrors G-d and
feels incomplete
until they rise
above themselves.



Don’t be so
humble.
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Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 26, P. 144

Such an approach will lead to thousands upon thousands of non-Jdews
fulfilling the Seven Mitzvot, thus fulfilling G-d’s commands thousands
upon thousands of times. What’s more, there’s a benefit for the Jewish
people as well, namely the very effort will cause the world to relate to
the Jewish people differently.

When they see that the Jewish people are making an effort to influence
the world to be a more just and righteous place and that the Jewish
people are concerning themselves with the welfare of the entire
neighborhood, country, and mankind, all the nations of the world will see
that the Jewish people are a “light unto the nations.” This will only
increase Jewish prestige.




QUESTION

What lessons are we meant to learn from Noah'’s story?

ANSWER

Noah’s story teaches us our duty to be a “light unto the
nations” and bring morality to the entire world.



KEY POINTS

e As a “light unto the nations,” the Jewish people have a responsibility to bring
morality to the world by teaching the Noahide Laws to society.

e The key to presenting morality is to teach people that they are created in the
image of G-d.

e Part of our Divine image is our capacity for intellect, but the intellect alone
lacks a moral anchor.

e The fullest expression of our Divine image is reflected in our willingness to
put G-d first, and our constant desire to connect to Him.

e To bring morality to the world, we can teach people that they possess a
desire to connect to G-d and ought to put Him above all other concerns.



KEY POINTS

e \We need not be afraid or ashamed to preach this doctrine. The world will
respect us as we seek to impact it for the better.






