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STUDIES

SUFFERING FROM RELIGIOUS FATIGUE? DIP INTO THE RESERVES.

There's a Whole Cache of Passion Waiting for You



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Vayigash

Judah approaches Joseph to
plead for the release of
Benjamin, offering himself as a
slave to the Egyptian ruler in
Benjamin’s stead. Upon
witnessing his brothers’ loyalty
to one another, Joseph reveals
his identity to them. “I am
Joseph,” he declares. “Is my
father still alive?”

The brothers are overcome by
shame and remorse, but
Joseph comforts them. “It was
not you who sent me here,” he
says to them, “but G-d. It has
all been ordained from Above
to save us, and the entire
region, from famine.”

The brothers rush back to
Canaan with the news. Jacob

comes to Egypt with his sons
and their families—seventy
souls in all—and is reunited
with his beloved son after
twenty-two years. On his way
to Egypt he receives the Divine
promise: “Fear not to go down
to Egypt, for | will there make
of you a great nation. | will go
down with you into Egypt, and
| will also surely bring you up
again.”

Joseph gathers the wealth of
Egypt by selling food and seed
during the famine. Pharaoh
gives Jacob’s family the fertile
county of Goshen to settle,
and the Children of Israel
prosper in their Egyptian exile.




TEXT 1

Genesis 47:14-20
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14. And Joseph collected all the money that was
found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan
with the grain that they were buying, and Joseph
brought the money into Pharaoh’s house.

15. Now the money was depleted from the land of
Egypt and from the land of Canaan, and all the
Egyptians came to Joseph, saying, “Give us food; why
should we die in your presence, since the money has
been used up?”

16. And Joseph said, “Give [me] your livestock, and |
will give you [food in return] for your livestock, if the
money has been used up.”

17. So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and
Joseph gave them food [in return] for the horses and
for the livestock in flocks and in cattle and in
donkeys, and he provided them with food [in return]
for all their livestock in that year. . ..

20. So Joseph bought all the farmland of the
Egyptians for Pharaoh, for the Egyptians sold, each
one his field, for the famine had become too strong
for them, and the land became Pharaoh’s.




TEXT 2

Talmud, Sanhedrin 110a
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Rabbi Chama, son of Rabbi Chanina, said,
“Joseph concealed three buried treasures
in Egypt. The location of one was revealed
to Korah; and the location of one was
revealed to Antoninus, son of Asveirus,
emperor of Rome; and one remains hidden
for the righteous in the future, i.e., in the
messianic era.”
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Joseph collected all the gold and silver in
the world, as the verse states, “And
Joseph collected all the money that was
found, etc.” That same verse concludes,
“And Joseph brought the money into
Pharaoh’s house.” The words “Pharaoh’s
house” imply a private, secret place.
Tradition has it that there were three such
treasuries.




Joseph wasn’t
just the leader
in his own time,

rather he is
considered the
prototypical
shepherd of
the Jewish
people for all
time.




TEXT Ll' 0221720 2P ,A01 XKD 371, APTRE PRI Ay O Shepherd of Israel, hearken, He who
-7y75i leads Joseph like flocks, He who dwells
' between the cherubim, appear.

Psalms 80:2




A popular
kabbalistic
idea is tha
“money” Is
the code

for “love.”




TEXT bA

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, chs. 49-50
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The verse states, “As in water, face
answers to face” (Proverbs 27:19). G-d
placed His powerful and infinite light to
the side and hid it away in all sorts of
concealments. G-d did all of this out of
love for us earthly humans, so that we
could climb up to G-d—for love has a way
of pushing natural limits.

Certainly, and thousands of times more
so, a person ought to put everything aside,
materially and spiritually, to abandon
everything so as to connect with G-d in a
powerful and passionate union. Nothing
should disturb it, externally or internally—
not body, soul, money, or family. . ..

All of these levels of love ... are called
“money (kesef) of the holies” (Il Kings
12:5), as in the verse, “l yearned (nichsof)
for your father’s house” (Genesis 31:30).
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The Hebrew word “kesef” carries two
translations. ... One is the literal,
“money,” and the other is “yearning,
desire.” . .. Accordingly, the verse that
states, “Im kesef talveh” (lit. “When you
will lend money”; Exodus 22:24) can be
interpreted as, “When a Jew passionately
yearns (kosef) to connect (loveh) with G-
d.”




TEXT 6A

Rabbi Dovber of Lubavitch,
Torat Chayim, Bereshit, p.
246d
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We can now understand the verse. .., “O
Shepherd of Israel, hearken, He who leads
Joseph like flocks.” “Shepherd of Israel”
means . .. that He feeds the Jewish
people with love, fear, and faith in G-d. . ..
This, then, is what the verse states, “He
who leads Joseph like flocks,” for it is
Joseph who infuses the Jewish soul with
an innate, hidden love for G-d. ... This
love is bestowed to the Jew from on High
unilaterally, and it is commensurate with
the supernal level of “Joseph.”




TEXT 6B

Rabbi Dovber of Lubavitch,
Ibid. pp. 246b-c
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Due to the hardships and stress of making a
livelihood during this bitter Exile, G-dliness is
hidden from plain view to a great degree. As
such, it happens that even when performing a
mitzvah, a Jew doesn’t feel the energy and
bright G-dly light associated therewith. . ..
This is due to a diminished capacity to
properly contemplate on matters. ... As a
result of being subjected to this bitter Exile
for so long, the Jewish people would
completely fall away from G-d, distant and
severed, with increasingly diminished
amounts of G-dly light. Eventually, the
capacity to perceive G-d would be completely
forgotten from the people ... to the extent
that not a trace of G-dly love would be left,
not even on special occasions like Shabbat
and festivals. All energy would be sapped out.
But G-d had mercy on His people, ... so He
sent the righteous Joseph ahead to be a
literal lifesaver for every Jewish person in
every generation.
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Genesis 45:5-8
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5. But now do not be sad, and let it not
trouble you that you sold me here, for it
was to preserve life that G-d sent me
before you.

6. For already two years of famine [have
passed] in the midst of the land, and [for]
another five years, there will be neither
plowing nor harvest.

7. And G-d sent me before you to make
for you a remnant in the land, and to
preserve [it] for you for a great
deliverance.

8. And now, you did not send me here, but
G-d, and He made me a father to Pharaoh,
a lord over all his household, and a ruler
over the entire land of Egypt.
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Rabbi Dovber of Lubavitch,
Torat Chayim, Bereshit, p.
246¢
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This, then, is what Joseph was saying with the
words, “For it was to preserve life that G-d sent me
before you.” This supernal light of love that is buried
within the soul of every Jew in every generation is a
lifesaver and refuge throughout the long Exile. It
ensures that the love for G-d will never be forgotten
from their hearts; that the Jewish people will never
be sapped of all emotional energy to perceive G-d. . .
. This is credit to the innate, hidden G-dly love that is
sourced in the loftiest levels of G-d Himself and is
bestowed to every Jewish soul. As such, every Jew
possesses a G-dly spark that is capable of intense,
natural love for G-d, ... a passionate desire to
connect with G-d, never wishing to budge from that
intense relationship despite any challenge that might
come.

This love is called a “hidden love” deep in the
potential of every Jew. It is bestowed from on High
and comes suddenly, without any preparation. It
transcends all reason, yet it is there deep in the
heart of every Jew, and only needs to be teased out
from potential to practice. This, too, comes from the
righteous Joseph. . ..

Thus, this great love never terminates. Despite the
lengthy Exile and everything that disorients the heart
and mind’s real focus, this light is never extinguished.




Joseph’s money
collection was
actually a
gathering of a
vast amount of
love for G-d. He
then “buried it”;
i.e., he baked it
into the DNA of

the Jewish soul.
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Zohar, Terumah, 166b-
167a
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This light was planted by G-d
in the Garden of Eden by way
of that righteous one, Joseph.
He is the gardener who takes
that light and plants it as a
true plant. During Exile, the
gardener doesn’t go into the
garden.

But that light that was
originally planted always
produces fruits and buds. It
continues to produce on its
own as the first time.




[ d
[ )3

- -

S c D= o
© o c bt 4 3
© T L2000
.”Ve Y—
50=0® & ¥
b,._lw% ahOW

O ] 2
o n-—-— 93 C <~ o0
OO - EEC SO
w oo O—= 4+ 00—
O O w c ® T o O
S 0w 8k 2o

soul for it to

thereafter grow.
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Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Torah Or, Vayigash
44c-d
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All of this “love planting” is
performed by the righteous Joseph
who is called the “gardener” who
draws down the G-dly light in the
garden, . .. which is the source of
all Jewish souls. This, then, is the
deeper significance of, “And Joseph
collected all the money,” namely he
gathered all the levels of supernal
love and kindness. . .. Joseph is the
gardener who draws down this
innate, hidden love into every Jew.
This, then, is the meaning of the
verse, “And he brought the money
into Pharaoh’s house”: according to
kabbalah, “Pharaoh’s house” is
synonymous with the garden that is
the source of all Jewish souls.




TEXT 10B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
15, p. 403
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Generally speaking, there are two
types of love for G-d:

1. Love that is borne out of the
cognitive process, namely thinking
deeply about G-d’s greatness.

2. Hidden love that every Jew
naturally possesses by dint of their

G-dly soul that is naturally
attracted to its Source—G-d. This
love is indeed hidden, but with
enough thought, it can be roused
from its slumber to the conscious
experience.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid.
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The difference between these two
types of love mirrors the difference
between the two types of growth:

1. Crops that grow through active
human effort.

2. Crops that grow on their own—
not from this planting, but from a
previous planting that fell there

from the past.

And so it is with the two types of
love: Love that is developed
through the cognitive process is
similar to crops that grow directly
from the efforts of this season’s
planting. By contrast, when the
hidden love manifests itself, it is
akin to crops that pop up on their
own from a previous planting, for
the love was indeed planted in the
soul long ago in the past.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid., pp. 403-
404
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This planting of hidden natural love
in every Jew was accomplished by
the righteous Joseph, which is why
he is called the “gardener”—he
plants and draws down G-dly light
in the garden that is the source of
all Jewish souls. . ..

When this hidden natural love
expresses itself in the life of every

Jew, ... it is a direct outgrowth of
Joseph’s efforts. It may feel like it
comes out of nowhere, as if it
comes completely on its own, but
in reality, this feeling is also
something Joseph planted in the
soul of every individual Jew.




The secrets of
Torah possess
the power to
draw out the
deepest levels of
G-d and connect
us with Him on
an appreciable
and fully
manifest level:
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid., p. 404
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The way to actually experience this
type of love is through deep
thought, . . . namely, by learning the
“wine of Torah,” the inner
dimension of Torah, which has the
ability to “pull out secrets”
(Sanhedrin 38a). It can even bring
about the manifestation of the
deepest secret of all—the future
Redemption.




KEY POINTS

. The stories related in the Torah, specifically with such pivotal characters like
Joseph, are cosmic stories with eternal impact on the Jewish story.

. “Money” is representative of love and desire in kabbalah.
. Joseph is considered the quintessential Jewish shepherd.

. Joseph was concerned about religious fatigue throughout the long and bitter
Exile, so he amassed a vast amount of love and baked it into the DNA of the
Jewish soul forever.

. Joseph is considered a “gardener” in the sense that he planted love for G-d in
the Jewish people.

. More specifically, he planted two types of love: one that requires active effort,
and another that, while hidden, is innate and natural to every Jew.



KEY POINTS

7. We will graduate to the first level of love when Mashiach comes, but it is
attainable now by learning the inner dimension of the Torah.

8. When experiencing religious fatigue, remember that you have a reserve upon
which to fall back.






