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WHEN TIME STANDS STILL

There's Nothing Hypocritical about Your One-0ff Good Moment



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Terumah

The people of Israel are called
upon to contribute thirteen
materials—gold, silver, and
copper; blue-, purple-, and
red-dyed wool; flax, goat hair,
animal skins, wood, olive oil,
spices, and gems—out of
which, G d says to Moses,
“They shall make for Me a
sanctuary, and | shall dwell
amid them.”

On the summit of Mount Sinai,
Moses was given detailed
instructions on how to
construct this dwelling for G d
so that it could be readily
dismantled, transported, and
reassembled as the people
journeyed in the desert.

In the sanctuary’s inner

chamber, behind an artistically
woven curtain, was the ark
containing the Tablets of
Testimony engraved with the
Ten Commandments; on the
ark’s cover stood two winged
cherubim hammered out of
pure gold. In the outer
chamber stood the seven-
branched menorah and the
table upon which the
“showbread” was arranged.

The sanctuary’s three walls
were fitted together from
forty-eight upright wooden
boards, each of which was
overlaid with gold and held up
by a pair of silver foundation
sockets. The roof was formed
of three layers of coverings:
(a) tapestries of multicolored

wool and linen, (b) a covering
made of goat hair, and (c) a
covering of ram and tachash
skins. Across the front of the
sanctuary was an embroidered
screen held up by five posts.

Surrounding the sanctuary and
the copper-plated altar that
stood before it was an
enclosure of linen hangings,
supported by sixty wooden
posts with silver hooks and
trimmings, and reinforced by
copper stakes.




TEXT 1 :02102 P12y ,WTpR O W And you shall make for Me a sanctuary that |
may dwell among you.

Exodus 25:8




Why does the Torah devote so much attention
to a structure that was only ever meant
to be temporary?
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It is a positive commandment to construct a
House for G-d, prepared for sacrifices to be
offered within. We celebrate there three
times a year, as the verse states, “And you
shall make for Me a sanctuary” (Exodus 25:8).

The sanctuary constructed by Moses is
already described in the Torah. It was only
temporary, as the verse states, “For at
present, you have not come unto the resting
place and the inheritance” (Deuteronomy
12:9).
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Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of Prayer and
Birkat Kohanim 75:6
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A priest who does not have any of the factors
that inhibit the recitation of the priestly
blessings should recite the priestly blessing,
even though he is not a wise man or careful
with mitzvah observance. This is true even
though people spread unwholesome gossip
about him, or his business dealings are not
ethical.

He should not be prevented from reciting the
priestly blessings because doing so is a
positive mitzvah incumbent on each priest
who is fit to recite them. We do not tell an
unscrupulous person, “Increase your
unscrupulousness by failing to perform
mitzvot.”




You don’t have to
commit to full-
time mitzvah
observance to do
a one-off
mitzvah.
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foolish. Why die before your time?

Ecclesiastes 7:17
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Rav Ula taught, “What is the meaning of the
verse, ‘Do not be overly wicked’? Does it
mean to say one should not be too wicked,
but one should be a little wicked? Rather, as
the adage goes, ‘One who ate garlic and has
bad breath, should they eat more garlic to
make their breath smell even more?’”
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Rashi, ad loc.
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“One who ate garlic and has bad breath.” This
is an answer. The Talmud explains the verse
as if it says, “If you did something wicked, do
not add to your wickedness. For one who ate
garlic may already appear smelly to another
friend, but that doesn’t mean they should eat
more and perpetuate the bad odor.”
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Talmud, Berachot 51a
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They raised a dilemma before Rav Chisda:
One who ate and drank but did not recite a
blessing, should he return and recite the
blessing?

Rav Chisda said to them, “One who ate garlic
and has bad breath, should they eat more
garlic to make their breath smell even more?”
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Maimonides, Igeret
Hashmad (Jerusalem:
Mosad Harav Kook
Publishing, 19589) pp. 62—
63
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Whoever is affected by this forced apostasy
ought to behave by the principles | outline:
Place between your eyes to do and fulfill all
the mitzvot you are able. If it happens that
one has already grossly violated and
desecrated Shabbat, they should still not
move what is forbidden to be moved. Don’t
say, “Whatever | already violated is far worse
than what I’m currently trying to avoid, so
what’s the point?” Don’t say this; rather, be
careful with whatever possible.
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Rabbi Moshe Feinstein,
Igrot Moshe, Yoreh De’ah
52
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It is certainly a great thing the kosher agency
does when it supplies an on-site kosher
supervisor to oversee kashrut. Also, you must
be intelligent with the approach to
supervision to ensure that you are not
deceived, as the director is untrustworthy; it
requires thought and consideration in such
scenarios to ensure that the supervision is
carried out well and with clarity.

It’s a great merit to the kosher agency that
they will save thousands of souls from
consuming forbidden foods. For even
preventing the nonobservant from violating
prohibitions to the extent possible is a great
mitzvah.




Do as much as you can
and never fall into
despair about whatever
you’re unable to keep.
And never allow
negative thoughts to
prevent you from
taking a positive step
in your Jewish growth.
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Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of Teshuvah
34
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Accordingly, throughout the entire year, a
person should always look at himself or
herself as equally balanced between merit
and sin and the world as equally balanced
between merit and sin. If they perform one
sin, they tip their personal balance and that
of the entire world to the side of guilt and
bring destruction upon themselves.

Conversely, if they perform one mitzvah, they
tip their personal balance and that of the
entire world to the side of merit and bring
deliverance and salvation to themselves and
others. This is implied by the verse, “A
righteous person is the foundation of the
world,” (Proverbs 10:25)—i.e., one who acts
righteously tips the balance of the entire
world to merit and saves it.




You never know
which good act will
be the one to set in
motion a cascade of
goodness. Every
mitzvah has infinite
power, and can tip
the balance of the
entire world.
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and run away from a violation, for one
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mitzvah leads to another mitzvah, and one
violation leads to another violation.”

Mishnah, Avot 4:2
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Maimonides, Igeret
Hashmad, (Jerusalem:
Mosad Harav Kook
Publishing, 1989), p. 68
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Our sages of blessed memory explained that
when one who sins willingly comes to the
synagogue to pray, we accept them, and in no
way disparage them. This idea is predicated
upon King Solomon’s words, “They do not
despise the thief if he steals to fill his soul of
its hunger” (Proverbs 6:30). In other words,
“Do not despise the sinners of Israel, for they
come in secret to steal mitzvot.”




If we want to connect with G-d and actually
maintain that relationship, how can we
expect G-d to take our “random” mitzvot
seriously? Are we fooling ourselves by
pretending to care more than we really do?
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Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 25
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When a Jew performs a mitzvah, all of our
Divine and animating souls are perfectly
united with the Divine will of G-d.

From G-d’s perspective, this union exists
eternally, for G-d and His will exist beyond
time. G-d’s speech, namely the Torah, is also
beyond time. ... It is only here on earth,
where we are subject to time, that this union
is subject to the whims of time, for later
when we engage in other tasks, we separate
ourselves from that union.
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5714:2 (11), P.
185

WP RIT T — TI%A 02PN PRIV DTRWD
31 ,° M1 TI2 MWPNAR KT N2 TR0 oY
QWY NI RN APYND a1 T X0IN2 20w
TWN2 27770 MR T WROW 0 LTI
PR L("DO%0N V1K AD") DOYA W

LDV WA qwnt X1 7102 WITR0 OV MR
TIPW RO, 99RY NN MWD OK 0D

JATa 70Nt qwnl T ol

When a Jew does a mitzvah, they forge an
eternal bond and union with G-d. As the Alter
Rebbe explains in Tanya, “This union exists
forever” (ch. 25). This means that when a Jew
recites Psalms for five minutes, he or she has
not only connected to G-d for five minutes
but for eternity. The union that exists beyond
time has manifested within the constraints of
time.




The trouble isn’t
that we don’t
authentically care
about connecting
to G-d; we do care,
and deeply so. The
trouble is that
we’re too often
distracted from
our deepest
spiritual
aspirations.
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The simplest Jews, including even those who
sin, usually give up their lives for G-d and are
prepared to endure harsh suffering so as not
to deny G-d. They do so despite the fact that
they are ignorant and do not appreciate G-d’s
greatness.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
21 p. 1565
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The Tabernacle and the donations leading up
to it impart an important message to every
Jew in every time:

From time to time, a Jew may feel as if they
are in a “desert,” a place devoid of
civilization. In other words, they feel devoid
of all spirituality and holiness. Such thoughts
can lead to despair.

So we tell this Jew: There is such a thing as a
tabernacle in the desert. What’s more, the
eternal command to build a sanctuary began,
and was implanted, with a tabernacle that
was for Jews who were in a “desert-like”
state.




KEY POINTS

1.

There is unlimited value to every mitzvah we do, no matter where we’re
coming from.

. Jewish law encourages every Jew to take an opportunity to perform a

mitzvah, even if there are other mitzvot they do not keep.

Even if we are unable to keep some aspects of a mitzvah, it’s worthwhile to
keep those aspects we can.

. Although we might not see the lasting significance of a single mitzvah, G-d

transcends time, and every moment we connect to Him creates an eternal
bond with Him.

. We should not let our past behavior define us and cause us to feel

hypocritical when we do a new mitzvah.

Every time we are able to fulfill a mitzvah, we are expressing our authentic,
G-dly core.






