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Tazria-Metzora

THE PROCESS OF REDEMPTION
News Flash: It's Already Underway



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Tazria—Metzora

The Torah portions of Tazria
and Metzora continue the
discussion of the laws of
tumah vetaharah, ritual
impurity and purity. A woman
who has given birth should
undergo a process of
purification, which includes
immersing in a mikveh (a
naturally gathered pool of
water) and bringing offerings
to the Holy Temple. All male
infants are to be circumcised
on the eighth day of life.
Tzaraat (often mistranslated
as “leprosy”) is a supranatural
plague that can afflict people
as well as garments or homes.
If white or pink patches
appear on a person’s skin
(dark pink or dark green in
garments or homes), a Kohen

is summoned. Judging by
various signs, such as an
increase in size of the afflicted
area after a seven-day
quarantine, the Kohen
pronounces it tamej (impure)
or tahor (pure). A person
afflicted with tzaraat must
dwell alone outside of the
camp (or city) until he or she
is healed. The afflicted area in
a garment or home must be
removed; if the tzaraat recurs,
the entire garment or home
must be destroyed. When the
metzora (the person who has
tzaraat) heals, he or she is
purified by the Kohen with a
special procedure involving
two birds, spring water in an
earthen vessel, a piece of
cedar wood, a scarlet thread,

and a bundle of hyssop. Ritual
impurity is also engendered
through a seminal or other
discharge in a man and
menstruation or other
discharge of blood in a
woman, necessitating
purification through immersion
in a mikveh.




TEXT 1 DRARD TYNTR 102 G-d spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:

Leviticus 1212 7797 YO0 09 WK 1KY ORI 012708 127 Tell the Children of Israel, saying, ‘If a woman
NBUR A0TT AT W D YW FNE) T3] conceives and gives birth . ..




The name of the
weekly Torah portion
usually coincides
with the topic being
discussed.

The first of this
week’s portions
speaks about fzaraat.
How does the name
Tazriareflect that?




TEXT 2

Midrash, Tanchuma,
Metzora 1
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This will be the law of the metzora. This
word reads as an abbreviation for “motzi
shem ra”—a slanderer.

Our sages of blessed memory said: These
afflictions are brought upon us only because
of the slander that issues from our mouths.
The Sacred Spirit cries and proclaims,
“Don’t allow your mouth to bring sin to your
flesh” (Ecclesiastes 5:5). Don’t permit
yourself to speak words that will stain your
flesh [with tzaraat lesions] and harm your
body.




The second portion is called
Metzora—*extracting evil,”
alluding to the one who allows
evil to depart from his or her
lips.

Yet this portion speaks of the
purification and healing
process of one who contracted
fzaraas, not the evil act of
speaking /ashon hara.



-I-EX-I- 3 RARD YRR ' 21 And G-d spoke to Moses, saying:

. <9777 iN99D 162 $ENT DA TPHA AN “This should be the law of the metzora on
Leviticus 14:1-3 R S the day of his cleansing: he should be

I3 brought to the priest (Kohen).
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: - - the afflicted person] and, behold, the lesion
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Why the specific names for
these Torah portions?






'I' EXT ll- X177 X011 RO 2¥ TWALT LOWNAM 1PIIY Punishment and judgment from the realm of
P91 TPINTI9T AW mRAD T X0 Mo Justice are, in fact, a form of healing for the
. e sinner. This is consistent with the rabbinic
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of 2 DI N 92 RTIW L NRT K1Y dictum, “It is better to be punished so that we
Liadi, Likutei Torah, pp. can enter the World to Come [and receive our
53a; 86b abirlizaRolsintal i A e (o] s iR iakivio) IANENE & a b iolvd reward]” (Chagigah 15b). All our suffering is
made worthwhile by this.
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It follows that the ultimate purpose of
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punishment . . . is kindness, rather than

RUITT WOI? 1PN WY1 T 0T DYY R0 revenge, G-d forbid. . . .

This is true of all the punishments in the
Torah. Though they derive from a place of
Divine discipline, they are, nevertheless,
interlaced with kindness, for punishments
cleanse the sinner’s soul.







After being seen
by the Kohen,
the metzora
must quarantine
for seven to
thirteen days.



AV 772 RIT ROV XAL? 12 VAT WK 0003 So long as the lesions are upon him, the
TEXT EA h T 'i:lW"i?J 73}1?5’7 ’r;ﬂﬂ;ﬁ metzora is ritually impure. He is impure; he

- must remain isolated; his dwelling shall be
Leviticus 15:46 outside of the camp.




-I- EX-I- 5 B i Wi van aannd yann” “Outside of the camp.” Outside of all three

camps.

Rashi, ad loc.







TEXT 6 LW 772" TN TOARY YYD 7INw 0 Why is the metzora different in that he must
9 5 Y “remain isolated; his dwelling shall be outside
2(3% ,3° X)) Mawa mannk ynn of the camp”?

Talmud, Arachin 16B

LYAR WOR 12 INWRL WOR 12 99720 R His gossip created divisions between couples
"aws 777" 5790 TNR .[3,517 and friends. The Torah, therefore, decrees,

“Remain isolated.”







must remain alone, so that he will not be
=l T'Wb.' MIX77 RITW D°YwIA N2 involved in wicked talk—talk of mockery and

Maimonides, Mishneh of slander.
Torah, Laws of Tzaraat
Impurity 16:10

TEXT 7 POYN® ROW 7Y ,172% 00N DT He is isolated, and it is made known that he







Tazria describes the
experience of the
metzora.

The entire experience is
a process of
conception—turning a
corner and starting over.



TEXT 8

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
22, p. 73
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This is why the Torah portion is named
“Tazria—conception.”

Conception is the beginning of birth and new
life (similar to planting a seed to initiate new
growth).

This captures the intent of the lesions in this
Torah portion. The lesions, and the isolation
that follows, in which the metzora is alone
and it is made known that he is alone, are not
meant to punish and deprive. Rather, they are
steps and methods to rectify (and thus heal)
the metzora. They help him enter a new life
with no inappropriate or evil speech.










TEXT9

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot, p. 75
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This also explains why our second Torah
portion is called Metzora despire the fact that
it discusses the metzora’s state of purification
rather than his previous impure state.

This underscores the fact that the metzora’s
(healing) and purification (delineated in this
Torah portion) are not a new development
achieved by the methods and offerings
described in this portion. Rather, they are all
linked to, and caused by, the subjects
discussed in the previous portion.

- CONTINUE




Jewish tradition selected
these names to help us
reframe the metzora’s
challenges.
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Another way of putting it: The steps outlined
in this Torah portion that render the metzora
(factually) pure (merely) draw out and reveal
what the ailment accomplished. ... The
spiritual healing (which was the purpose of
the ailment) was already accomplished by the
lesions and the quarantine.

Therefore, the name of this Torah portion is
not “on the day of his purification” because
this would have implied that his purification
was first achieved at this point. Rather it is
called Metzora to underscore that the
purification [begins with and] emerges from
the ailment.



M7 ,2i7n 19 Sy W 372 370 0 YOI The earth was astonishingly empty, and
' - ﬁ’b;i 219 5y nsn'}n D’.P"?N. darkness was on the face of the deep, and the

spirit of G-d was hovering over the face of the

Genesis 1:2 water.




TOWDT 90 DWW I a1, Nomn 2OPRR MY “The spirit of G-d was hovering”—this is the
TEXT 1 B o ' o ) ' spirit of Mashiach.

Midrash, Bereshit Rabah,
ad loc.







TEXTTI

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadli, Torah Or, p. 55a
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The Exile may be compared to a fetus. The
Redemption that we will soon experience may
be compared to birth, as the passage states,
“Zion prevailed and gave birth to her sons”
(Isaiah 66:8). When Jews are in trouble, G-d
forfend, it is like “the children have reached the
birth stage, but lack the strength to give birth”
(Isaiah 37:3). Similarly, the sufferings we
experience just prior to the Redemption can be
compared to birth pangs, as the passage states,
“Pangs of childbirth assail you” (Hosea 13:13). . ..

A fetus has all its limbs, head, eyes, ears, etc.
However, they don’t function. The brain can’t
think, the eyes can’t see, the ears can’t hear.
Although it eats from its mother’s food, the
food doesn’t enter through the mouth, but
rather directly into the stomach through the
umbilical cord. The body is completely
developed, as is readily visible during the final
month of pregnancy. ... It even has lungs;
however, it doesn’t breathe until it enters the

world. . .. > CONTINUE




TEXTTI

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadli, Torah Or, p. 55a
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This is a perfect analogy for the Jewish

people before the messianic era—a time when
G-d withdraws to the celestial realm. ... This
means that G-d withdraws His revealed
presence from the lower realm to the extent
that it appears as if the world exists without
G-d. ...

The absolute perfection that we will achieve
in the messianic era is the birth and revelation
of G-d’s light in the hidden depths of our
hearts.




In the womb, the baby
has virtually no
awareness of the outside
world. Likewise is our
understanding of
Mashiach.



When Mashiach
comes, everything
will change.

We will then have
full exposure to G-d’s
light radiating
throughout through
the world.




TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5713:2 (7), p. 1532
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Notwithstanding the great spiritual darkness
of our times, ... we must know that the spirit
of Mashiach is already present. As our sages
of blessed memory taught, Mashiach was born
the moment the Temple was destroyed.

However, it is up to us to reveal this.







TEXT 15A

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
22, pp. 75-76
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Our work during the Exile is akin to planting—
a necessary step that initiates a sprouting and
growth at the time of our Redemption. . ..

This means that what will occur in the
messianic era is not separate from what
occurs today. Rather, it is an outgrowth from
the planting that we do today in Exile.




TEXT 1B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid.
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The lesson is that we must view our efforts
and devotions during the period of Exile as
planting seeds that will trigger the sprouting
of the messianic era and the Divine
revelations we will enjoy then.

This means that the messianic era of the
future is not separate from today’s devotions.
Rather, it is a continuation and outcome from
our devotion to G-d today. It is the growth
that results from our current efforts.







TEXT 14

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid,, p. 77
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This can occur in two ways:

A. We realize that our efforts plant seeds that

will result in the Redemption, but the result
seems separate from our efforts. We await
Mashiach imminently and work to hasten his
revelation; however, our efforts and his
revelation feel like two separate stages. (1)
Our efforts (2) hasten his revelation. . ..

B. A better approach is to combine the two,
as in when the Torah portions Tazria and
Metzora are combined. This means that we
don’t just plant seeds by awaiting,
ancitipating, and working to hasten the
revelation of Mashiach. Rather, his coming
becomes part of our effort—Tazria and
Metzora, a single continuum. Mashiach’s
arrival is the result, and therefore the
culmination, of our efforts.
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KEY POINTS

1.

The metzora’s quarantine and impure lesions are not separate from their eventual
purification. They are part of the same process. The process of purification begins
with being declared impure.

The same is true of every trouble in life. The solution begins the moment we
become aware of the problem. They are not two stages. The problem and solution
are a single process.

This applies to Exile and Redemption. Our mitzvot during the Exile bring about our
Redemption. But they are not two stages, one triggered by the other. They are a
single continuum. Mashiach is already here. Like a fetus in the womb, we need
time to be ready.

When we realize this, Mashiach becomes an imminent part of our daily reality. We
think about him, learn about him, and are excited about his arrival. We act as if he
is already here.

This mindset ensures that when someone talks about Mashiach, we don’t view it
as a pipe dream. We see it as a reality that has already begun and will soon
announce itself.






