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STUDIES

Acharei Mot-Kedoshim

CHILDREN ARE SMALL ADULTS

It's Never Too Early to Start a Jewish Education



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Acharei Mot-
Kedoshm

Following the deaths of
Nadab and Abihu, G d warns
against unauthorized entry
“into the Holy.” Only one
person, the Kohen Gadol
(High Priest), once a year on
Yom Kippur, may enter the
innermost chamber in the
Sanctuary to offer the sacred
ketoret to G d.

Another feature of the Day of
Atonement service is the
casting of lots over two
goats, to determine which
should be offered to G d and
which should be dispatched
to carry off the sins of Israel
to the wilderness.

The parshah of Acharei Mot
also warns against bringing
korbanot (animal or meal

offerings) anywhere but in
the Holy Temple, forbids the
consumption of blood, and
details the laws prohibiting
incest and other forbidden
sexual relations.

Kedoshim

The parshah of Kedoshim
begins with the statement:
“You shall be holy, for I, the L
rd your G d, am holy.” This is
followed by dozens of
mitzvot (Divine
commandments) through
which the Jew sanctifies
him- or herself and relates to
the holiness of G d.

These include: the
prohibition against idolatry;
the mitzvah of charity; the

principle of equality

before the law; and the laws
regarding Shabbat, sexual
morality, honesty in business,
honor and awe of one’s
parents, and the sacredness
of life.

Also in Kedoshim is the
dictum, “Love your fellow as
yourself,” which the great
sage Rabbi Akiva called “a
central principle of Torah,”
and about which Hillel said,
“This is the entire Torah; the
rest is commentary.”
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16. You shall count until the day after the
seventh week, [namely] the fiftieth day, [on
which] you shall bring a new meal offering to
G-d.
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It is a biblical mitzvah for every Jew to count
on a daily basis for seven weeks, starting
from when the Omer sacrifice is offered. The
sages interpreted the words, “Count for
yourselves”: It might be thought that it is the
Jewish court who conducts this count, in the
same way that the Jewish court counts the
seven-year cycles and then sanctifies the
fiftieth year as the jubilee year. But “count
for yourself” teaches us that every person

must do the count. The congregation and the
leaders are unable to count on behalf of the
public.
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Why do we count the days between Pesach
and Shavuot, more so than any other festival?

This can be compared to a prince who was
out riding and found a man who had been
cast into a pit. The prince told him, “I will pull
you out of this pit, and then after some time,
| will give you my daughter as a wife.” The
man grew tremendously happy and said to
himself, “Not only will he take me out of this
pit but he also wants to give me his
daughter!” And the prince did just that. He
took the fellow out of the pit, dressed him in
fine clothes, and gave him gold and silver.

When the man saw that the prince was true
to his word, he began to count how long it
would be until the prince would fulfill his
pledge to give him his daughter. . ..

The Jews in Egypt were as if in a pit.
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We do not recite the Shehecheyanu blessing when counting
sefirah: . .. The reason for counting fifty days is because G-d
commanded us to count the fifty days from the Exodus from
Egypt to the day we would receive the Torah as one who’s
waiting for a designated day when they’re scheduled to
receive a great gift or some other joyful thing. This person
would hope and be anxious for that day to finally arrive.
Every day when the sun sets, they count the days gone and
bless G-d that [this day] has passed and they’re one day
closer to the anticipated day.

So, too, G-d commanded us to count all the days and weeks
leading up to the anticipated day—the day when the Torah
would be given. The purpose of this is to increase our love
for the Torah and to show how it is dearer to us even than
the day we left Egypt. It is the primary day we anticipated.

Accordingly, sefirah is about the upcoming goal,
demonstrating how time is passing until we reach the day
the Torah will be given. Each day, we bless and praise G-d
that another day has passed and brought us closer to
receiving the Torah.

Accordingly, how can we make the Shehecheyanu blessing
when counting sefirah, when the desired day and primary
cause of joy, Matan Torah, hasn’t yet arrived? After all, we
only recite Shehecheyanu for a joyous occasion, whereas
with sefirah, there is no joy. Thus, we don’t recite the
Shehecheyanu blessing.




Just as a professional
athlete will train their
young child to play a
certain sport so they
can be a champion
one day, so does a
Jewish parent “train”
their child to be a
Jewish champion of
mitzvah observance.
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The sages taught: a minor who knows how to
wave the lulav is obligated in the mitzvah of
lulav; one who knows how to wrap himself in
a garment is obligated in the mitzvah of
tzitzit; if he knows to preserve the sanctity of
tefilin in a state of cleanliness, his father buys
him tefilin; if he knows how to speak, his
father immediately teaches him Torah and
Shema.

What [part of the] Torah is taught to such a
child? Rav Hamnuna said, “The verse, ‘Moses
commanded us Torah, an inheritance of the
congregation of Jacob’ (Deuteronomy 33:4).
And what [part of the] Shema is taught to
such a child? The first verse of Shema.
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It is unanimous that a minor cannot discharge
another person’s obligation, even if they have
reached a mature age. This is a correct ruling,
for a mature minor is not obligated to fulfill
any mitzvot, even by rabbinic standards. It is
we who are obligated to educate the minor in
mitzvah performance. ... Therefore, it
doesn’t make sense for a minor to discharge
anyone else’s obligation, even for a rabbinic
mitzvah, for anyone who isn’t obligated
themselves cannot discharge someone else’s
obligation.
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One is obligated to hire a teacher for one’s
son, while one is not required to undertake
any expense to teach a colleague’s son.

A person who was not instructed by his
father is obligated to arrange for his own
instruction when he can understand, as the
verse states, “And you shall study them and
take heed to perform them” (Deuteronomy
5:1).
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel
of Lubavitch, Chidushei
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Inasmuch as the father is Scripturally
obligated to teach his son Torah, ... it may
be suggested that ... a Scriptural obligation
lies on the minor as well.
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When two people eat together, each person
should recite Grace after Meals by himself. If
one knows how to recite Grace and the other
does not, the one who knows should recite
the Grace out loud, and the other person
should recite amen after each blessing. In
this manner, the one who doesn’t know the
prayer fulfills his obligation. A son may recite
Grace for his father.
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It’s puzzling: How can we suggest that an
obligation rests on a minor, even by rabbinic
standards, if the minor lacks maturity? As the
Talmud (Pesachim 116a) phrases it, “An
obligation for a minor?!”
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Let’s understand the role and part the minor
plays in the mitzvah of education. He is not
just an actor without whom the father
wouldn’t be able to fulfill his (the father’s)
mitzvah of education. Rather, the minor is the
subject of the mitzvah of education, as the
mitzvah is for the minor to gain practice. . ..
So, inasmuch as the father’s mitzvah is to
educate the child to perform all mitzvot, a
sense of responsibility automatically lands on
the minor, and that renders the minor a
“responsible party.”

In other words: The father is obligated to
educate his child to perform mitzvot. Though
the minor’s mitzvah performance is an
outgrowth of the father’s obligation, it is the
act of the mitzvah performed by the minor
that carries out that command. As such, the
minor is rendered a “responsible party,” so
much so, that the minor is able to discharge
an adult’s obligation [in certain situations].
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid.,, p. 241

The only way to ensure that a Jewish
child assumes their own identity and
creates a personal connection with the
mitzvot is if they are properly educated
about them. This is in line with our
discussion here, namely that the mitzvah
of education renders the minor a
responsible party.




Even the preparatory stage is
important in its own right.
The fact that we make a
blessing over sefirah teaches
us that when you’re
preparing and training for
something, it’s not just a
stepping stone to something
else, rather it is a stage to
focus on in and of itself.
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It is regarding such an attitude that the Torah
stresses that the party primarily responsible
for a child’s education is his or her parents.
The school is only the parents’ agent in this
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Of course, the children need schooling.
However, it is not enough; the parents must
do whatever they can to educate their own
children.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
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Educating children, or students, along the
proper path requires a lot of hard work.

Even if one has dutiful children or students
for whom one word is enough to get them
into line, the educator must not make the
mistake of thinking that their job is done.
Even in such situations, the educator must
invest and work hard at their job, to the
degree that the Torah can label it “hard
work.”




The foremost and
primary occupation of
any parent is their own
children’s education.
Leave the office
boardrooms and
community activism to
others if necessary. Your
own children come first.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5717:2 (19), p.
65
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Parents’ primary dedication ought to be to
provide their children with a robust Jewish
education. Parents should be committed to
raising children who are pious, G-d fearing,
and students of the Torah. This will bring
both parties lasting joy.

When parents decide to commit their energy
to providing their child with nice clothing so
that he or she can be the best-dressed kid in
the neighborhood, well, such joy only lasts a
day, a week, a month, or maybe even a year.
But thereafter, when the child matures, it
becomes obvious that he or she was deprived
of true joy that could have lasted their entire
life.




KEY POINTS

1.

There’s a mitzvah to count the days between Pesach and Shavuot in
anticipation of the gift that is the Torah. This is called sefirat ha’Omer.

. A parent is obligated to educate, or train, their child in mitzvah

observance and Torah study once the child is mature enough.

. While this obligation is incumbent upon the parents, inasmuch as the

child is a critical party to the obligation, it extends over to the child as
well.

. Parents must take the responsibility of giving their child a robust

Jewish education seriously. It requires commitment and hard work—
without relying on others to do it.






