T TORAH

STUDIES

Behar—-Bechukotai

“PULL YOURSELF UP BY YOUR OWN BOOTSTRAPS,” THEY SAID. IT'S A LIE.

You Can't Jump out of Your Own Skin. Get an Objective Opinion.



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Behar

On the mountain of Sinai, G-d
communicates to Moses the
laws of the sabbatical year.
Every seventh year, all work on
the land should cease, and its
produce becomes free for the
taking for all, human and
beast. Seven sabbatical cycles
are followed by a fiftieth
year—the jubilee year, on
which work on the land
ceases, all indentured servants

are set free, and all ancestral
estates in the Holy Land that
have been sold revert to their
original owners. Behar also
contains additional laws
governing the sale of lands,
and the prohibitions against
fraud and usury.




PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Bechukotai

G-d promises that if the
people of Israel will keep His
commandments, they will
enjoy material prosperity and
dwell securely in their
homeland. But He also delivers
a harsh “rebuke” warning of
the exile, persecution, and
other evils that will befall
them if they abandon their
covenant with Him.
Nevertheless, “Even when they
are in the land of their

enemies, | will not cast them
away; nor will | ever abhor
them, to destroy them and to
break My covenant with them,
for I am the L-rd their G-d.”
The parshah concludes with
the rules on how to calculate
the values of different types
of pledges made to G-d, and
the mitzvah of tithing produce
and livestock.
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him, or the closest [other] relative from his
family shall redeem him; or, if he becomes
able to afford it, he can be redeemed [on his
own].







QUESTIONS

Where is the father on the list?

And why is redeeming himself
only a last resort?






TEXT 2

Rashi, Leviticus 26:1
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The passages [in this whole section] are
written in a meaningful order, as follows:
At first, Scripture admonishes us to
observe [the laws of] shemitah. Then, if
one covets money and becomes suspect
of [unlawfully doing business with produce
of] shemitah, he will eventually [become
destitute and] have to sell his personal
belongings. Therefore, Scripture
juxtaposes to it, “And when you make a

sale [to your fellow Jew].” What is written
therein? “Or make a purchase from the
hand ... ” (Leviticus 25:14); something
that is transferred from hand to hand.

- CONTINUE




TEXT 2

Rashi, Leviticus 26:1
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If he still does not repent, he will eventually
have to sell his inheritance (Ibid., 25:25).

If he even then does not repent, he will
eventually have to sell his home.

If even then he does not repent, he will
eventually have to borrow money with
interest (Ibid., 25:35-38).

Now, the later the scenario in this passage,
the more severe it is.

If he still does not repent, he will eventually
have to sell himself [to his fellow Jew as a
servant] (Ibid., 25:39-46); and [finally,] if he
has still not repented, it is not enough that
he had to be sold to his fellow Jew, but he
will [be forced to sell himself] even to a
non-Jew!
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The person
spoken about is
going through
both a physical
and spiritual
decline.
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which to prostrate yourselves, for | am the
L-rd your G-d.




TEXT 3B

Rashi, ad loc.
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This is addressed to the one who has
been sold [as a servant] to a non-Jew,
that he should not say, “Since my master
has illicit relations, | will also be like him!
Since my master worships idols, | will also
be like him! Since my master desecrates
the Sabbath, | will also be like him!” This
is why these verses are stated here.







TEXT 4

Malachi 1:6
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“A son honors a father, and a slave his
master. Now if | am a Father, where is My
honor? And if | am a Master, where is My
fear?” says the L-rd of Hosts to you, the
priests, who despise My name. But you
said, “How have we despised Your name?”




TEXT 5

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson,

Likutei Sichot 17, p. 299
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We can now understand the spiritual
reason why “father” isn’t mentioned in the
verse. ... The verse speaks of someone
who is spiritually dead, for “the wicked

are called dead even while alive” (Talmud,
Berachot 18b). In more abstract terms,
anyone experiencing spiritual decline is
considered to be experiencing a form of
death. What causes this? The fact that the
person forgets their Father in Heaven.







TEXT 6A

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 18
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Even the most insincere and sinful Jews
possess by birthright in their soul . .. the
level of chochmah that contains the
essence of G-d Himself. It turns out that
the essence of G-d is integrated within
the soul of every Jew, whoever they may
be. ...

This chochmah serves as the source of all
cognition, yet it is higher than the
cognitive process that breaks down
intellectual matter, for it is the source of
it all. . .. This explains how it is the
landing spot for the essence of G-d
Himself that transcends all reason.

Thus, even the simplest Jew believes in
G-d, for this faith is beyond reason.




TEXT 6B

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Ibid.
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This also explains why even insincere and
sinful Jews will typically give up their lives
for G-d, or opt to suffer extreme pain
rather than revolt against G-d, choosing to
do so even though they are completely
ignorant of anything about G-d’s
greatness.

Even the little they do know, they don’t
really process; their tremendous sacrifice
is not due to any great awareness about
G-d’s greatness, rather it is entirely
beyond reason. It’s as if it is impossible to
revolt against G-d, without any sort of
explanation or negotiation.

The explanation for this is because the
Oneness of G-d energizes and animates
the soul by integrating into the chochmah
that is higher than reason and cognition.




TEXT 6C

President of Israel
Moshe Katsav,

Quoted in Judea and
Ruth Pearl (Eds.), /Am
Jewish: Personal
Reflections Inspired by
the Last Words of Daniel

Pearl(Woodstock ,VT.:
Jewish Lights
Publishing, 2004), p. 67

The late Daniel Pearl, of
blessed memory, by stating “I
am a Jew” to his terrorist
captors before being
murdered, proclaimed his
affiliation to a religious and
national entity and his being
part of Jewish history. This
declaration encompasses a
way of life, beliefs, and views.
To be a Jew means an outlook
on worldwide issues, founded
on Jewish principles based on
the Bible.

Every Jew feels a spiritual
bond and an emotional
attachment to Judaism even
if, in the era of globalization,

he hardly knows the basic
concepts of Judaism; even if
in his bookcase there are no
books dealing with the Jewish
faith, the Jewish People, or
Jewish culture and history.

From the video of his
beheading:

My name is Daniel Pearl. I'm a
Jewish American from Encino,
California, USA. | come from,
uh, on my father’s side the
family is Zionist. My father’s
Jewish, my mother’s Jewish,
I’'m Jewish. My family follows
Judaism. We’ve made
numerous family visits to
Israel.




TEXT 7

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 19
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Before they are faced with the ultimatum
of giving their life for G-d, the chochmah
in the soul of sinful Jews along with the
G-dly spark invested in it are in virtual
captivity. The body and animal soul . .. are
the ones who control their body.




If people really
appreciated how
much they’re
being ripped
away from G-d
with every sin,
they would never
transgress.



TEXT 8

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Ibid., ch. 24
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Even an adulterous women who is
obviously out of her senses would control
her impulses if not for the “spirit of folly”
that conceals the innate love within the
G-dly soul that yearns to be close with G-
d and never be ripped apart from His
Oneness. ... The truth is, even the
slightest sin tears one entirely apart from
the oneness and exclusiveness of G-d.




The deep-seated
belief is called
“chochmah,” as it
1S suprarational.

“Chochmah’” is
considered the
paternal partner
that “births”
emotions.



TEXT9

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Ibid., ch. 3
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The human soul is divided into two broad
categories, cognition and emotion.
Cognition subdivides into three capacities
of creativity (chochmah), processing
(binah), and application (daat). Emotions
subdivide into loving G-d and fearing G-d.
The three cognitive capacities are called
the “mother,” i.e., the source of all
emotion, for emotions are born out of a
cognitive process.

- CONTINUE




TEXT9

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Ibid., ch. 3
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To explain: The cognitive capacity of the
rational soul that is able to perceive
everything is called chochmah. This
Hebrew word is a portmanteau of the two
words “ko’ach mah—an abstract, unknown
capacity.” When this abstract potential is
realized, namely when the person
processes the creative flash to try and
understand it properly and unpack its full
depth, it is called binah. These two steps
are the mother and father who
collectively give birth to the emotions of
love and fear of G-d.
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TEXTTI

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot17, p. 301
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For a Jew who has been “sold” into the
ownership of a non-Jew, the memory of
his Father in Heaven is completely
forgotten, so much so that it’s as if he no
longer has any control over himself. ... In
such a situation, it’s impossible for the
slave to redeem himself, as per the rule,
“A prisoner cannot free himself from
prison.”

His redemption must come through
outside intervention, from someone in a
position above his station who is not
subject to the same servitude.

That is why the first option in the verse is
for the relative to redeem him, namely
someone from above pulling him out of
his desperate situation.




Turning to someone for
advice is not a
weakness, but rather an
opportunity for an
objective perspective.



TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, 7orat
Menachem 5747:1, p. 208
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Even someone who is completely upright,
there are certainly matters in which they
can improve.

However, inasmuch as everyone loves
themselves, a person cannot rely on
themselves to be entirely certain that they
are behaving in an appropriate manner.

The solution for this problem is, as the
Mishnah states, “Appoint a mentor for
yourself” (Mishnah, Avot 1:6). Everyone
should nominate someone greater than
themselves with whom to ask and clarify
all their personal affairs, be it in their
efforts to abstain from negativity or
proactively doing good things.







TEXT 13

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 29, p. 247
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We should add that even [in the case of]
an advanced pious Torah scholar who has
trouble finding someone greater than him,
then, as the Me’iri suggests, “Even if one
cannot find a scholar of their own stature,
they should nominate someone inferior,
for people are unable to see the solution
they need most like someone else can.
Accordingly, the Mishnah’s directive,
‘Appoint a mentor for yourself,” means
even if they are unworthy.”

It is explicitly stated with regard to such
situations that an element of coercion is
necessary. The word “appoint” here
connotes an active effort that requires
exertion, investment, and sometimes even
a little force.







TEXT 14

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, 7orat
Menachem 5747:1, p. 212

03 ,710W ,AT IV 23 797209 ,RIDN,TNN W
00 ,NRT 097°727 QPR 7IWNT SwIon ar
299 AW CINRY QAW W12 WK YT
TV MITIR 277 PR PIRWS OX 027001 T
M21 PRWS DR NINTY R L0199

DR W93777 90117 227770 71T TR L7100
L0101 90% Y2 297 DR DIRWD 730

DOV MTIR TIRYY — 73277P 197 :7277K)
N LNINMPY DW 19IRD INATITY 19X TNAY
PDIONW DO1°IY7 Y12 197,10 1T VI3 19IN2
T TRW 19N YWY 0°1°1Y7 YA2 IR ,002
IR DVER P27 DR 1P°OR W ,N¥OT 2T
0P K LRI WI°") NMAON0T SW YN
("R 0N INDYA

We ought to bring up something that even
though the Mishnaic commentators may
not bring it up, we all know it: even after
nominating a mentor, we oftentimes
question whether we must bring up every
specific thing, or perhaps the question can
wait.

And so, a great ethical principle teaches
us how critical it is to ask the mentor
about everything. In fact, precedence
should be given to those matters about
which you’re fairly certain you’re not
behaving appropriately, or worse yet; then
to matters about which you’re doubtful, or
things you have heard from others are not
up to snuff (“someone turned up their
nose”).




TEXT 15

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 29, p. 248
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The very knowledge that one will
occasionally be held accountable to
another human being will automatically
improve behavior and motivate them to
increase all positive, holy activity.







KEY POINTS

1. The story of a slave seeking redemption in our parshah is also the story of a
person in spiritual decline.

2. The cause of this spiritual decline is forgetting one’s Father in Heaven—G-d.

3. Every Jew possesses an innate and suprarational commitment to G-d deep in their
soul. The only way it can be “forgotten” is when it is repeatedly quashed by neglect
or overindulgence in materialism.

4. Regardless, this innate commitment will eventually come out.

5. As subjective beings inherently incapable of making honest assessments and

decisions about and for ourselves, every person must appoint a mentor for
themselves.






