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PASSING UP THE BONUS

If It Costs the People, It's Not Worth the Gain



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Behaalotecha

Aaron is commanded to raise
light in the lamps of the
menorah, and the tribe of
Levi is initiated into the
service in the Sanctuary.

A “second Passover” is
instituted in response to the
petition, “Why should we be
deprived?” by a group of
Jews who were unable to
bring the Passover offering in
its appointed time because
they were ritually impure. G
d instructs Moses on the
procedures for Israel’s
journeys and encampments
in the desert, and the people
journey in formation from
Mount Sinai, where they had
been camped for nearly a
year.

The people are dissatisfied
with their “bread from
Heaven” (the manna), and
demand that Moses supply
them with meat. Moses
appoints seventy elders, to
whom he imparts of his
spirit, to assist him in the
burden of governing the
people. Miriam speaks
negatively of Moses and is
punished with leprosy; Moses
prays for her healing, and the
entire community waits
seven days for her recovery.
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Numbers 9:6-7
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6. Several men were in a state of ritual
contamination by virtue of contact with a
dead body and were thus unable to bring the
paschal offering on that day. They
approached Moses and Aaron on that day.

7. And they said to them, “We are impure by
virtue of contact with a dead body; why
should we lose out and be unable to bring
the offering to G-d among the Children of
Israel at the appointed time?”
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Numbers 1:1-2

N2, 7Y PRI V10 12703 AWH 98 72T X
027%N 7IND DORYY MR TR W WIS
alahy

n°25% onhewn? PRI °32 N7y 92 WX NX R .2
10023737 127 22 NinY 120n3 003y

1. On the first day of the second month of the
second year after the Exodus from Egypt, G-d
spoke to Moses in the Sinai desert, in the
Tent of Meeting, saying:

2. “Count the congregation of the Children of
Israel by families following their fathers’
houses, a head count of every male according
to the number of their names.”




-I-EX-I- lI.A 1IN AMIRAY Q7PN 70 PR The order of events in the Torah is not
chronological.

Rashi, Numbers 9:1




The Torah doesn’t just
randomly mess with the
natural timeline unless
there’s a compelling
reason to do so.
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Nachmanides, Bamidbar Even in those cases, it is for good reason and
16:1 proper purpose.
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Rashi, Genesis 1:1
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Should the nations ever accuse the Jews of
stealing Israel, the land of the seven nations,
the Jews will respond, “The whole world
belongs to G-d. He created it and gave it to
the people He chose. It was His choice to gift
it to them, and it was also His choice to take
it from them and gift it to us.”
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Rashi, Numbers 1:1
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G-d counts the Jews all the time because He
loves them.

When they emerged from [bondage in] Egypt,
G-d counted them. After they worshipped the
Golden Calf and many died in a plague, G-d
counted them to determine how many had
survived. The Tabernacle was erected on the
first of Nisan, and indeed, on the first of the
[following month] lyar, G-d counted them.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
23, pp. 68-69
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G-d issued a special commandment (after the
Tabernacle was erected) from which the Jews were
otherwise exempt (in the desert). This demonstrates
their greatness and G-d’s love for them.

[Then there is the fact] that Jews fulfilled this
commandment perfectly, “in accordance with all that
G-d had commanded Moses.”

Moreover, this story flatters the Jews by
demonstrating just how much they yearned to fulfill
this commandment. Even “those who were impure by
virtue of contact with a dead body and could not
bring the offering” demanded and argued, “Why
should we lose out from bringing this offering in its
appointed time?”

G-d’s love for the Jews is further expressed by the
fact that G-d accepted the demand and entreaty,
“Why should we lose out?” He granted them the
opportunity to fill in the gap by providing a makeup
date for the paschal offering.
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Rashi, Numbers 9:1 MW DUV 2OW ORI DW M KT 100 Because it is a disgrace to the Jews that
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Rabbi Yehudah Loew, Gur
Aryeh, Numbers 9:1
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An exemption from a mitzvah is not
equivalent to doing a mitzvah. ... When we
say, “One who is unable is exempted by G-d”
(Bava Kama 28b), we mean that there is no
punishment. Nevertheless, it is not the same
as doing the mitzvah and receiving the merit.
Here too, [though they were exempt,] it was a
missed opportunity. . ..

The paschal lamb is different from all the
other commandments that were not
obligatory in the desert. Those
commandments were only activated when
they entered Israel. The paschal offering had
already been offered in the desert once
before, and the Jews were exempted in the
ensuing years. Therefore, missing out on this
mitzvah is considered a loss despite the
exemption.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
23, pp. 69-70
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Even a child wonders why the Jews didn’t
demand the paschal offering during their thirty-
nine [subsequent] years in the desert: “Why
should we lose out”? [Why did they not tell G-d]
that they wanted to bring a paschal offering?
(Especially since they knew that this offering
saved them in Egypt and brought about their
redemption.)

When a mere handful of Jews demanded, “Why
should we lose out?” G-d granted them the
opportunity to bring the paschal offering. If all
the Jews would have pleaded for an opportunity
to bring the paschal offering, G-d would surely
have consented.

It was, therefore, disgraceful that “throughout
the forty years of their sojourn in the desert,
they only brought this one paschal offering.” Had
they demanded of G-d, “Why should we lose
out?” they surely would have succeeded and
been permitted to bring the paschal offering
during those forty years.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Ibid., P. 70
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Jewish leaders are primarily and completely
invested in thinking about the people and
doing things for the people. Moses even
risked his life for the Jewish people. He
didn’t merely risk his bodily life; he also
risked his spiritual life. He said to G-d, “If you
don’t forgive the Jewish people, erase me
from Your book that You wrote” (Exodus
32:32).
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot, /bid.
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Had Moses and Aaron pleaded for the
privilege of offering the paschal lamb, it
would have been granted to them (and to all
the Jews). However, this would have
compounded the disgrace of the Jewish
people. It would have demonstrated that the
Jews could have secured the privilege of this
offering with a simple request, but didn’t.

To preserve the people’s dignity, these
faithful shepherds forwent the spiritual gain
they could have accrued by pleading for, and
bringing, the [non-obligatory] offering.







TEXT 13 [The lawyers asked,] “Didn’t your father own things? ... His library and his books,
weren’t they his personal property?”

Nathan Lewin, My Father

Belonged to Chassidim,

Living Torah 120 Surprised, they said, “What do you mean [when you say] no? Didn’t the Rebbe have
personal property?”

She said, “No.”

She responded, “No. My father, the Rebbe, was the property of Chabad. He belonged
to Chabad, and [there was] nothing that he had himself personally.”
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Talmud, Sotah 14a
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Rabbi Simlai expounded, “Why did our
teacher Moses desire to enter Israel? Was he
desirous of its fruit or its bounty?

“No. Rather this is what Moses was thinking:
‘The Jews were given many commandments
that can only be fulfilled in Israel. | want to
enter the Land and fulfill them all.””
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Midrash, Bamidbar Rabah
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G-d said to Moses, “How can you desire to enter
Israel?”

This can be compared to a shepherd who led the
king’s flock to the grazing ground and the flock was
captured. When the shepherd sought to enter the
palace, he was denied entry. The king explained, “If
you enter now, what will people think? That you
stole the sheep.” Here too, G-d said to Moses, “Is it
praiseworthy to lead six-hundred-thousand Jews
from captivity in Egypt, bury them all in the desert,
and then lead a new generation into Israel? People
will say that the generation that was buried in the
desert has no share in the World to Come. Rather,
remain by their side and be buried with them, and
only enter with them when they will enter in the
future.” . ..

Scripture therefore states, “You will not bring this
congregation” (Numbers 20:12), [meaning] rather, you
will lead the congregation that emerged from Egypt
with you.
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AT TR 9W 130X die, rather than harm a single toenail of the
people.

Midrash, Devarim Rabah
7:10




KEY POINTS

1.

Bringing the paschal offering in the desert was a dramatic love story between
G-d and the Jewish people.

It also highlighted the disgrace of the Jews, for they never brought another
paschal offering in the desert.

Though they were not instructed to bring the paschal offering, it would most
likely have been permitted had they asked.

Moses and Aaron would have asked for the opportunity, but they held back
because that would amplify the disgrace of the people.

. True leaders belong to the people. They never entertain bonus opportunities

for personal growth that come at a cost to the people.






