TTORAH

STUDIES

WHY YOU MUST LEARN FROM YOUR OWN MISTAKES

Some Things Cannot Be Taught. They Must Be Learned and Earned.



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Pinchas

Aaron’s grandson Phineas is
rewarded for his act of
zealotry in Killing the
Simeonite prince Zimri and
the Midianite princess who
was his paramour: G-d grants
him a covenant of peace and
the priesthood.

A census of the people
counts 601,730 men between
the ages of twenty and sixty.
Moses is instructed on how
the Land is to be divided by
lottery among the tribes and
families of Israel. The five
daughters of Zelophehad
petition Moses that they be
granted the portion of the
Land belonging to their
father, who died without
sons; G-d accepts their claim
and incorporates it into the

Torah’s laws of inheritance.

Moses empowers Joshua to
succeed him and lead the
people into the Land of
Israel.

The parshah concludes with
a detailed list of the daily
offerings and the additional
offerings brought on
Shabbat; Rosh Chodesh (the
first day of the month); and
the festivals of Passover,
Shavuot, and Sukkot.
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Numbers 27:1-5
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1. The daughters of Zelophehad, of the
Manassite family—son of Hepher, son of
Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, son
of Joseph—came forward. The names of the
daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah.

2. They stood before Moses, Eleazar the
priest, the chieftains, and the whole
assembly, at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, and they said:

3. “Our father died in the wilderness. He did
not belong to Korah’s faction, which banded
together against G-d, rather he died for his

own sin, and he has left no sons.

4. “Let not our father’s name be lost to his
clan just because he had no son. Give us a
holding among our father’s kinsmen.”

5. Moses brought their case before G-d.
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Ibid.,, 25:6-8
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6. G-d spoke to Moses saying:

7. “Zelophehad’s daughters speak justly.
Certainly, give them a portion of inheritance
along with their father’s brothers, and
transfer their father’s inheritance to them.

8. “Speak to the Children of Israel saying, ‘If a
man dies and has no son, transfer his
inheritance to his daughter.””
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Numbers 9:6-11
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6. There were men who were ritually impure
[because of contact with] a dead person, and
therefore could not offer the Passover sacrifice on
that day. They approached Moses and Aaron on that
day.

7. Those men said to him, “We are ritually unclean
[because of contact] with a dead person; why should
we be excluded so as not to bring the offering of the
L-rd in its appointed time, with all the Children of
Israel?”

8. Moses said to them, “Wait, and | will hear what G-
d will instruct you to do.”

9. G-d spoke to Moses, saying:

10. “Speak to the Children of Israel saying: Any
person who becomes unclean from [contact with]
the dead, or is on a distant journey, whether among
you or in future generations, should offer a Passover
sacrifice to G-d.

11. “They should offer it in the second month, on the
fourteenth day, in the afternoon; they should eat it
with matzot and bitter herbs.”
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. cannot suggest that they asked Aaron after
Rashi, Numbers 9:6 Moses because if Moses didn’t know, how

would Aaron know?
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Rashi, Numbers 27-2
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“Before Moses” and then before Eleazar. If
Moses didn’t know, how would Eleazar know?

Aba Chanan said in the name of Rabbi
Eleazar, “They were all seated in the study
hall, and the daughters stood [to speak]
before [them] all at once.”




TEXT 3

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
18, p. 118
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What is the difference between the first and
the second Passover?

The first Passover is the default method of
discharging the paschal offering obligation—
on the date assigned by the Torah. The
second Passover is activated when one
discharges one’s obligation in a disorderly
manner—on the incorrect date.

Those who failed to bring the paschal offering
on time did not lose their chance. The Torah
made an exception and offered them a
second opportunity.
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TEXT 5

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Hayom Yom,
14 Iyar
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The theme of the second Passover is that it is
never too late; we can always make things
right.

Even if one was ritually impure or at a
distance, and even in a case when it was
deliberate, it can nonetheless be corrected.




TEXT 6

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
18, p. 120
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As a rule, the inspiration for repentance
comes from within [not from G-d]. Penitents
are in a spiritual state of impurity: “Their soul
is impure” [Numbers 9:6]. In the present,
their mindset is not one of purity, and they
are certainly not in a holy mindset—they are
uninspired by G-dliness. Nevertheless, they
find their own way to repentance.
Repentance is, by definition, self-inspired.
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Talmud, Berachot 34B
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Zohar, vol 1, p. 129B
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Rabbi Yosei said, “We learned that perfectly
righteous people have no permission to enter
the Heavenly space occupied by those who
repented on earth. This is because penitents
are closer to G-d and are drawn to G-d with
more passion than everyone else. They are
drawn ever closer to G-d with intense vigor.”







TEXT 8

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Letter, Il Adar
8, 5727 (March 20, 1967),
www.chabad.org/1898668

To be sure, that period of time in the past when the daily life
should have been different requires rectification, especially by
means of a determined effort to improve the present and future, so
as to make up for the past.

On the other hand, human nature is such that things that come
easily are taken for granted, and are not so appreciated and
cherished as things for which one had to fight and struggle. Thus,
the level of Yiddishkeit which you and your husband have attained

through real efforts has permeated you more deeply and
thoroughly.

May G-d grant that you should both continue in this direction
together with your children, without allowing yourself to be
hindered or influenced in any way by the difficulties which you
describe in your letter.

On the contrary, the difficulties themselves can serve as a challenge
and stimulus to greater spiritual advancement, as is also explained
in Chassidic literature. . ..
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concealed in the body and in the soul that
vitalizes it.

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 37
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Rashi, Numbers 27:5
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The law eluded him.

Here, he was punished for crowning
himself [with authority] by saying, “And
any case that is too difficult for you, bring
to me” (Deuteronomy 1:17).
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When a question is posed in the study hall, it







TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid., p. 188
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The novelty of these two stories is that
the response only came from Above after
a petition or a request was made here
below. . ..

[Both stories] are associated with . .. the
study hall . . . because both emphasize
the importance of our Torah study. . ..

The atmosphere in the study hall
emphasizes the importance of the
student’s study. This is unlike the large
gathering place where the nation heard
Moses lecture or the national gathering in
the year of Hakhel to hear G-d’s words
spoken by the king. There, the emphasis
was on the speaker. The role of the
people was to listen and receive.

[The study hall is so different that] “Every
session at a study hall stimulates a new
insight” [Talmud, Chagigah 3a]. When
colleagues argue and debate, etc., new
Torah ideas rise to the surface.




1.

2.

3.

4.

KEY POINTS

Repentance must be at the behest of the penitent. It is only when we turn back to G-d that
G-d can tell us that we are welcome. Should G-d tell us before we are ready to hear it, we
might not hear it.

Some things in life can be learned from a book or from others. Some things in life can only
be learned from personal experience. Marriage, parenting, and grief are but a few
examples.

The realization of how much we treasure G-d can only be arrived at from personal
experience. When we have experienced distance, we learn to cherish closeness.

Our relationship with G-d is the gist of Judaism. We can learn the laws and traditions of
Judaism from others. But the heart of Judaism must be learned from personal experience.

We learn the hows and whys in a lecture hall. The teacher lectures and we listen. We experience
Judaism in the study hall. It is where we are encouraged to ask, propose, debate, and analyze
until we internalize the teaching.






