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STUDIES

WHY EVIL EXISTS

When Opposition Demonstrates the Greatest Support



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Ki Tezte

Seventy-four of the Torah’s
613 commandments (mitzvot)
are in the parshah of Ki
Tetze. These include the laws
of the beautiful captive, the
inheritance rights of the
firstborn, the wayward and
rebellious son, burial and
dignity of the dead, returning
a lost object, sending away
the mother bird before taking
her young, the duty to erect
a safety fence around the
roof of one’s home, and the
various forms of kilayim
(forbidden plant and animal
hybrids).

Also recounted are the
judicial procedures and
penalties for adultery, for the
rape or seduction of an
unmarried girl, and for a

husband who falsely accuses
his wife of infidelity. The
following cannot marry a
person of Jewish lineage: a
mamzer (someone born from
an adulterous or incestuous
relationship); a male of
Moabite or Ammonite
descent; a first- or second-
generation Edomite or
Egyptian.

Our parshah also includes
laws governing the purity of
the military camp; the
prohibition against turning in
an escaped slave; the duty to
pay a worker on time and to
allow anyone working for
you—man or animal—to “eat
on the job”; the proper
treatment of a debtor and
the prohibition against

charging interest on a loan;
the laws of divorce (from
which are also derived many
of the laws of marriage); the
penalty of thirty-nine lashes
for transgression of a Torah
prohibition; and the
procedures for yibum
(“levirate marriage”) of the
wife of a deceased to his
childless brother, or
chalitzah (“removing of the
shoe”) in the case that this
brother-in-law does not wish
to marry her.

Ki Tetze concludes with the
obligation to remember

“what Amalek did to you on
the road on your way out of

Egypt.”
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19. Erase the memory of Amalek from
beneath the heavens. Do not forget.
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Rabbi Aharon Halevi of
Barcelona, Sefer
Hachinuch, Positive
Commandment 189
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G-d commanded us to remember what
Amalek did to us when he hurried to be
the first to harm us. We are commanded
to rouse our passions to fight and hate
him. We must always remember this
commandment and never allow our hatred
of Amalek to fade with time.
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Exodus 20:7




The Jewish
people felt that
remembering
Shabbat and
Amalek was
beyond them.
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Midrash, Pirkei Rabbi
Eliezer 44
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The Jewish people complained, “Moses our
teacher, one passage reads, ‘Remember what
Amalek did to you’ (Deuteronomy 25:17).
Another passage reads, ‘Remember the day of
the Shabbat to sanctify it’ (Exodus 20:7). How
can both prevail?”
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There are six constant commandments that
we may not forget all our lives for even a
moment. They are: (a) believe in G-d, (b)
reject all other deities, (c) believe in G-d’s
unity, (d) love G-d, (e) fear G-d, and (f) resist
the temptations of our heart and eyes.
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Midrash, Pirkei Rabbi
Eliezer 44
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Moses replied, “You can’t compare a goblet of
fine wine to a cup of vinegar. They are both
cups. This is a cup to observe and sanctify
the Shabbat, and that is a cup to destroy and
uproot the descendants of Amalek.”
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This is a commandment to remember the
greatness of this day and to fix faith in
Creation in our hearts. As the Torah
states, “Remember the Shabbat to
sanctify it, . .. for G-d made the world in
six days and rested on the seventh”
(Exodus 20:6-11).

We sanctify it over a cup of wine because

it is human nature to be aroused by wine,
as it satiates and causes joy. | have often
explained that our inspiration is more
permanent when we translate it into
physical acts. Thus, our sages taught
(Talmud, Pesachim 106b) that those who
prefer bread over wine sanctify the
Shabbat over bread, for we are each
aroused by the things we crave.
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Daily Morning Prayer,
Siddur Tehilat Hashem
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel
of Lubavitch, Derech
Mitzvotecha, p. 95a
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Amalek had a different attitude. Our sages
of blessed memory described him as one
“who knows his Master and deliberately
rebels” (Sifra, Vayikra 26:14)

Amalek was impudent. He did not lack
knowledge of G-d. On the contrary, he
knew and recognized G-d’s greatness.
Nevertheless, he . . . refused to be
intimidated. His impudence and audacity
drove him to reject G-d without reason or
justification, like impudent people who
know they are inferior yet stand up
brazenly to powerful or righteous people.
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“Dust and Ashes: Wiping
Out Amalek,” A Kol in der
Midbar, Agudath Israel
Underground Newspaper,
Yad Vashem Archives,
JN/3452/8

Amalek and Haman are targeting the Jews less as a people than as a Divine
people. ... Therefore, their war is directed mainly against the G-d of Israel.. ..
They object to His Torah. ... They are uncomfortable with a G-d Who sees
everything and demands an accounting for wrongdoing. These things are not to
the Amalekites’ liking; they don’t want them. They, therefore, wish to destroy
the Jewish people who stand for perfect faith in the G-d of Israel. This is why
G-d’s name and throne cannot be complete as long as Amalek exists. . . .

Consequently, we must never forget what Amalek did to us and what he
continues to do.




Wine and vinegar are
not so different after all.
Yes, wine is delicious,
and vinegar is
disgusting, but they are
from the same family.



TEXT 11A Definition: A sour liquid obtained by fermentation of dilute alcoholic liquids.

Merriam-Webster
Dictionary, “Vinegar”
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Everwonderwine.com

So, what happens when a bottle of wine
“turns to vinegar”?

Without getting into all the technical
details, the wine has simply gotten
“infected” with bacteria. This bacteria
occurs naturally in the air and on fruit.
This leads to acetic acid building up in the
wine in combination with too much
exposure to oxygen. When this happens,
you’ll immediately notice that your wine
will take on a sharp vinegar smell that’s
also been described as being like nail
polish remover.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
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When we examine the concept of Amalek
from the perspective of Jewish mysticism,
we discover that Amalek (represented by
vinegar) is also rooted in holiness.

How can anything deliberately rebel
against G-d if “there is none besides Him”
(Deuteronomy 3:35)? It is only possible
because there is nothing that G-d cannot
do.
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Talmud, Yoma 18B
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Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi Shulchan Aruch
HaRav, Orach Chayim
2042

N2 7INWI - PPOPY JINWIY 127 92
2217 NHHID 7992 1YY 2°372m1 12 NI
... "1N272 700 oW RO

2197 1MINWY DOV1A1 QTR C12W TV L PORnaw 7
17272 7001 200w 1HY 190721, 1NN

When a food item spoils, the blessing
[recited before eating it] must be altered.
[Rather than chanting a blessing for this
particular food category of wine,] we
recite the blessing that encompasses all
food groups, “. .. that His word made all.”

When wine goes to vinegar and becomes
so acidic that people refrain from drinking
it, the blessing for it [should one drink it]
is “. .. that His word made all.”
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
19, p. 225
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Moses implied all this by saying, “A cup of wine
cannot be compared to a cup of vinegar”
(Midrash, Pirkei Rabbi Eliezer 44). Shabbat and
Amalek are both cups through which we are
filled with the revelation of sacred G-dliness
because Amalek is also rooted in holiness.

However, the two cups are not equal. The
Shabbat cup urges us to observe and sanctify,
while the Amalek cup urges us to punish. By
remembering Shabbat, we reveal G-d’s
omnipresence on earth. Remembering Amalek
doesn’t reveal G-d’s presence on earth. Only
when we punish Amalek—crush and obliterate all
movements that aim to rebel against G-d—is G-
d’s true omnipotence revealed.

[Thus, vinegar is an apt metaphor for Amalek.]
When we obliterate Amalek, the cup of vinegar is
revealed as a medium that restores and
revitalizes our soul. This is because remembering
[to destroy] Amalek demonstrates that Amalek’s
existence derives exclusively from G-d’s
unlimited omnipotence.




KEY POINTS

1. To remember something in its truest sense is to relive the emotional
experience, whether trauma or joy.

2. Remembering Shabbat entails living inside the moment of Creation,
subsumed by G-d’s omnipresence. Remembering Amalek includes
living inside the rebellion against G-d.

3. The two can only be relived simultaneously because both
communicate the same point. Shabbat declares that G-d is the true
Master, Who is omnipotent and omnipresent. Amalek declares that G-
d is omnipresent even in the face of evil.



KEY POINTS

4. Remembering Amalek is not enough. We must remember to fight
Amalek until he is crushed. Only then is the full scope of G-d’s
omnipresence revealed.

5. Evil exists only to demonstrate G-d’s omnipresence in the face of
evil, which is why we fight evil wherever we find it and why we can
always overcome it.






