M TORAH

STUDIES

CHAYEI SARAH

WHEN YOU REACH YOUR BREAKING POINT, BLOW RIGHT PAST IT

The Impassibility of Breaking and Not Breaking at the Same Time



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Chayei Sarah

Sarah dies at age 127 and is buried in
the Machpelah Cave in Hebron, which
Abraham purchases from Ephron the
Hittite for 400 shekels of silver.

Abraham’s servant Eliezer is sent,
laden with gifts, to Charan, to find a
wife for Isaac. At the village well,
Eliezer asks G-d for a sign: when the
maidens come to the well, he will
ask for some water to drink; the
woman who will offer to give his
camels water to drink as well shall
be the one destined for his master’s
son.

Rebecca, the daughter of Abraham’s
nephew Bethuel, appears at the well
and passes the “test.” Eliezer is
invited to their home, where he
repeats the story of the day’s events.
Rebecca returns with Eliezer to the

land of Canaan, where they
encounter Isaac praying in the field.
Isaac marries Rebecca, loves her, and
is comforted over the loss of his
mother.

Abraham takes a new wife, Keturah
(Hagar), and he fathers six additional
sons, but Isaac is designated as his
only heir. Abraham dies at age 175
and his two eldest sons, Isaac and
Ishmael, bury Abraham next to Sarah




QUESTION

Despite anti-Semitism, pogroms, crusades and
so much more, we’ve endured.

What is our survival secret?



Sarah’s Shabbat candles
burned miraculously the
entire week, until the
next Shabbat, remaining
a continuos flame.
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Midrash,

Bereshit Rabah 60:16
So long as Sarah was alive, her candles would burn from Friday evening to the
next Friday evening. Upon her passing, this miraculous flame was extinguished.
When Rebecca arrived, the supernatural flame reappeared.




A woman in debt had
only one jar of oil.
With Elisha's
guidance, she
miraculously filled
numerous jars with
that one jar of oil and
used the proceeds to
pay off her debts.




T EXT 2 2Y°0R PP 128 02723 92 9¥ Ap¥2), T2 TY W2 NPTT D0 DR LT

II Kings 4:4-6 : : : :
LY RO U”,??S QWA 07,3732 TV A7Y2 n?].j AN INND "|bm 1

7Y ,992 TIV PR SPPR N0 092 7IY 09K YT (A2 DX nRm L0050 nXhnD o
-17.9 '

4. “Enter your home and close the door on yourself and your sons. Pour oil into
all these vessels and carry the full ones away.”

5. She left him and closed the door on herself and her sons. They brought the
vessels, and she poured.

6. When the vessels were full, she told her son, “Bring me another vessel.” He
told her, “There are no more vessels.” Then the oil stopped.




QUESTION

If similar miracles occurred at least twice in Jewish
history without fanfare, why did this miracle of
Chanukah deserve such a major- 8 day festival?
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When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary, they defiled the oil in the Sanctuary.
When the Hasmonean monarchy overwhelmed and defeated them, they
searched and found only one cruse of oil that remained with the seal of the
High Priest.

There was only sufficient oil to burn for one day. A miracle occurred, and they
lit the candelabra from it for eight days.

The next year the sages enshrined these days as holidays with special
recitations of praise and thanksgiving.




OPTION #1

The oil was divided into
equal parts, one-eighth of
the oil was poured into the
menorah each night.

OPTION #2
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They poured all of the oil
into the menorah, and each
night, the menorah
remained as full as before.
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Rabbi Yosef Caro,
Beit Yosef,
Orach Chayim 470
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They divided the oil in the cruse into eight equal parts and poured one-eighth
of the oil into the candelabra each night.

Another possibility is that after they poured all the oil into the candelabra
[each night], the cruse remained full as before.



2 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MITZVAH:

1. Our Mitzvot are to be performed through physical means,
the oil had to be natural.

2. For the Mitzvah to be performed, the Menorah had to
contain the complete measure of oil.
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Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin,

Hamo adim Behalachah1,
Chanukah 1 Only olive oil is kosher for the candelabra. The meaning here is rather literal: oil

extracted from a natural olive that grew on an olive tree.
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Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin,

ibd. The words [prepare the lamps] “from morning to evening” (Exodus 27:21)
instruct us to place enough oil in the candelabra to burn through the night,
from evening to morning.




In the Holy of Holies,
despite the Ark's size,
the surrounding space
appeared larger,
demonstrating God's
ability to transcend
physical limitations.
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TEXT 6A

Rabbi Shalom Dovber
Schneersohn,

Sefer Hamaamarim
5649, p. 274

[Rabbi Yosef Albo] wrote in his lkarim [Book of Fundamental Principles] that
some things are impossible even for G-d. For example, He can’t make the
[diagonal] diameter of a square equal to its side.

The author of the ’karim was wrong because, in fact, nothing is impossible for
G-d. We saw a veritable example of this in the Holy Temple—the space of the

holy ark did not occupy space.

The Holy of Holies was twenty cubits in length and ten in width. The ark was

two and a half cubits in length and one and a half in width. The ark was
positioned at the center of the Holy of Holies. That should have left eight and
three-quarters cubits of empty space to each side in length and four and a
quarter to each side in width. Yet, upon measuring, they found ten cubits to
each side in length and five to each side in width.

It follows that the ark occupied a measurable space and simultaneously did not
occupy space. The proof, as we explained, is that it did not reduce the expanse
of the room’s unoccupied space. This demonstrates that G-d is able to occupy

and not occupy space simultaneously. As He is capable of this, so is He capable
of any paradox.
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Paul Sutton,

“Is It a Wave or a Particle?
It’s Both, Sort Of,”
Www.space.com

Is it a wave, or is it a particle? This seems like a very simple question.

Waves are very distinct phenomena in our universe, as are particles. And we
have different sets of mathematics to describe each of them. So, if we want to
go about describing the entire universe, this appears to be a very handy
classification scheme—except when it isn’t. And it isn’t in one of the most
important aspects of our universe: the subatomic world.

When it comes to things like photons and electrons, the answer to the

question “Do they behave like waves or particles?” is . .. yes.




QUESTION

Is it possible that the flame consumed the oil,
and yet the oil remained unconsumed?

ANSWER:

The Chanukah miracle was a quantum miracle, where the flames
both burned naturally and consumed fuel while preserving the oil
for the next day, similar to the Ark's simultaneous presence and
absence in space.
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15, p. 186

Rather than the oil being consumed and then miraculously replenished, we suggest that
the oil was consumed and remained intact simultaneously. . ..

This entails a miracle of opposites. Natural flame or candlelight must consume its fuel
[and the Chanukah lights did just that]. Yet, the volume of oil was not diminished in the
least. ... It was combustion and non-combustion simultaneously.
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Rabbi Yosef Caro,
Bet Yosef,

. ion: iLi h he fi ight.
Orach Chayim 470 Another option: They poured all the oil into the candelabra on the first night

The candles burned all night, yet in the morning, they found that the
candelabra’s cups were full.
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Midrash,
Bereshit Rabah 11:2

Rabbi Elazar said, . .. “l once lit my candle on Friday evening, and when | arrived on
Saturday night, | found it still burning, and the oil was not diminished.”




To understand why the
Jews were deserving
of this unique miracle,
let's explore the type of
war they fought.

A
i
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Siddur Tehillat Hashem,
Annotated Edition,
Weekday Amidah,

pp. 51-52

In the days of Matityahu, son of Yochanan the High Priest, when the Hellenic
government rose up against Your people Israel to make them forget Your
Torah and transgress the decrees of Your will.




3 KINDS OF BATTLES:

EGYPT

“G-d will fight for you.
You remain silent.”

MIDIAN

The Jews fought
their battles, but G-d
won their wars.

CHANUKAH

The Jews felt all
alone. They were
fighting a natural war.
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Exodus 14:13-14
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13. Moses said to the people, “Do not fear. Stand firm and see the salvation that
G-d will wreak for you today, because never again, for the rest of eternity, will you
see the Egyptians as you see them today.

14. “G-d will fight for you. You remain silent.”
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Numbers 31:6

Moses sent a thousand troops from each tribe along with Phineas, the son of
Eleazar the priest, who brought the sacred vessels and the trumpets.
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Numbers 31:48-49

48. The officers appointed over the army’s thousands, the commanders of
thousands, and the commanders of hundreds approached Moses.

49. They said to Moses, “Your servants counted the soldiers who were in our
charge, and not one man is missing from our ranks.”
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Antiochus sent letters to all his royal domains, and all the clan chieftains arrived with
armored elephants. The wicked general Bagris invaded Jerusalem for a second time.
He broke through the wall, shattered the gateway, made thirteen breaches in the
Temple, and ground the stones to dust. He thought to himself, “This time, they will
not defeat me; my army is numerous, and my hand is mighty.”

CONTINUED »




TEXT ]] The five sons of Matityahu went to Mizpeh in Gilead. ... They fasted, sat in ashes,
and prayed to the G-d of Heaven for mercy; then a good plan came to their minds. .

Megilat Antiochus

Shortly thereafter, the five sons of Matityahu attacked the pagan forces, inflicting
severe losses upon them. ... The G-d of Heaven delivered into their hands all
swordsmen and archers, army officers and high officials. None of these survived.
The survivors were compelled to seek refuge in the coastal cities.




MIRACLE

G-d creates new oil.

G-d upgrades existing oil.

Oil burns naturally and

supernaturally simultaneously.

G-d fights, and we
do nothing.

We fight with
superhuman powers.

We go to war and our
natural efforts produce
supernatural results.



ANSWERS

If similar miracles occurred at least twice in Jewish history, why
did this miracle of Chanukah deserve such a major- 8 day festival?

The Chanukah battle was different. It was a blend of natural and
miraculous elements, therefore G-d produced a supernatural miracle.

Despite anti-Semitism, pogroms, crusades and so much more,
we’ve endured. What is our survival secret?

When we put everything on the line for G-d, G-d reciprocates and
we simultaneously reach our breaking point and don’t break.

This is the miraculous nature of G-d, and we earn some of
that by doing our part.



KEY POINTS

1. Chanukah was not the first time that oil lasted longer than is naturally possible. Sarah’s
candles in our parshah is one example of this happening.

2. In previous cases, the oil was either replenished or miraculously upgraded. The
Chanukah miracle was unique; the flames were produced naturally and supernaturally
simultaneously.

3. This is why we have a holiday to celebrate the Chanukah oil miracle, even though there
is no holiday to celebrate the other oil miracles.

4. Before Chanukah, Jews won many wars. In some cases, G-d did all the fighting. In some
cases, the Jews fought, but G-d outfitted them with supernatural powers.



KEY POINTS

5. The Chanukah battles were different. The Jews had no supernatural powers, but they

fought as if they did. Thus, G-d granted them supernatural success with a miracle that
merged the natural and the supernatural.

6. Every Jew has a breaking point. But when we act as if we don’t have a breaking point, G-d
renders our breaking point unbreakable. We reach our breaking point, but we don’t break.






