
CHAYEI SARAH

WHEN YOU REACH YOUR BREAKING POINT, BLOW RIGHT PAST IT
The Impossibility of Breaking and Not Breaking at the Same Time
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Chayei Sarah

Sarah dies at age 127 and is buried in 
the Machpelah Cave in Hebron, which 
Abraham purchases from Ephron the 
Hittite for 400 shekels of silver. 

Abraham’s servant Eliezer is sent, 
laden with gifts, to Charan, to find a 
wife for Isaac. At the village well, 
Eliezer asks G-d for a sign: when the 
maidens come to the well, he will 
ask for some water to drink; the 
woman who will offer to give his 
camels water to drink as well shall 
be the one destined for his master’s 
son. 

Rebecca, the daughter of Abraham’s 
nephew Bethuel, appears at the well 
and passes the “test.” Eliezer is 
invited to their home, where he 
repeats the story of the day’s events. 
Rebecca returns with Eliezer to the 

land of Canaan, where they 
encounter Isaac praying in the field. 
Isaac marries Rebecca, loves her, and 
is comforted over the loss of his 
mother. 

Abraham takes a new wife, Keturah
(Hagar), and he fathers six additional 
sons, but Isaac is designated as his 
only heir. Abraham dies at age 175 
and his two eldest sons, Isaac and 
Ishmael, bury Abraham next to Sarah



Despite anti-Semitism, pogroms, crusades and 
so much more, we’ve endured.
What is our survival secret?

QUESTION



Sarah’s Shabbat candles 
burned miraculously the 
entire week, until the 
next Shabbat, remaining 
a continuos flame.



TEXT 1
Midrash, 
Bereshit Rabah 60:16

ת ת וְעַד לֵילֵי שַבָּ יָּה נֵר דוֹלֵק מִלֵילֵי שַבָּ ת הָּ ה קַיֶׁמֶׁ רָּ ה שָּ יְתָּ הָּ ל יָּמִים שֶׁ ה , כָּ מֵתָּ ן שֶׁ סַק אוֹתוֹ  -וְכֵיוָּ פָּ

ה , הַנֵר את רִבְקָּ בָּ ן שֶׁ זַר-וְכֵיוָּ חָּ

So long as Sarah was alive, her candles would burn from Friday evening to the 
next Friday evening. Upon her passing, this miraculous flame was extinguished. 
When Rebecca arrived, the supernatural flame reappeared.



A woman in debt had 
only one jar of oil. 
With Elisha's 
guidance, she 
miraculously filled 
numerous jars with 
that one jar of oil and 
used the proceeds to 
pay off her debts.



TEXT 2
II Kings 4:4–6

נַיִךְ. ד ת בַעֲדֵךְ וּבְעַד בָּ לֶׁ גַרְתְ הַדֶׁ את וְסָּ ה, וּבָּ אֵלֶׁ ל הַכֵלִים הָּ לֵא תַסִיעִי, וְיָּצַקְתְ עַל כָּ .וְהַמָּ

נֶׁיהָּ . ה הּ וּבְעַד בָּ ת בַעֲדָּ לֶׁ ךְ מֵאִתוֹ וַתִסְגֹר הַדֶׁ ת, וַתֵלֶׁ קֶׁ יהָּ וְהִיא מוֹצָּ .הֵם מַגִשִים אֵלֶׁ

ל בְנָּהּ, וַיְהִי כִמְלאֹת הַכֵלִים. ו ר אֶׁ לִי: וַתאֹמֶׁ ה אֵלַי עוֹד כֶׁ יהָּ , הַגִישָּ ר אֵלֶׁ לִי: וַיאֹמֶׁ וַיַעֲמֹד , אֵין עוֹד כֶׁ

ן מֶׁ .הַשָּ

4. “Enter your home and close the door on yourself and your sons. Pour oil into 
all these vessels and carry the full ones away.”

5. She left him and closed the door on herself and her sons. They brought the 
vessels, and she poured.

6. When the vessels were full, she told her son, “Bring me another vessel.” He 
told her, “There are no more vessels.” Then the oil stopped.



QUESTION

If similar miracles occurred at least twice in Jewish 
history without fanfare, why did this miracle of 
Chanukah deserve such a major- 8 day festival?



TEXT 3
Talmud, Shabbat 21b

ל נִים לַהֵיכָּ נִכְנְסוּ יְוָּ כְשֶׁ ל, שֶׁ בַהֵיכָּ נִים שֶׁ ל הַשְמָּ ה מַלְכוּת בֵית חַשְמוֹנַאי וְנִצְחוּם. טִמְאוּ כָּ בְרָּ גָּ ,  וּכְשֶׁ

דוֹל ל כֹהֵן גָּ מוֹ שֶׁ יָּה מוּנָּח בְחוֹתָּ הָּ ן שֶׁ מֶׁ ל שֶׁ ד שֶׁ חָּ א פַךְ אֶׁ לָּ צְאוּ אֶׁ דְקוּ וְלאֹ מָּ .בָּ

דוְלאֹ  חָּ א לְהַדְלִיק יוֹם אֶׁ לָּ יָּה בוֹ אֶׁ נוּ שְמוֹנָּה יָּמִים. הָּ ה בוֹ נֵס וְהִדְלִיקוּ מִמֶׁ .נַעֲשָּ

נָּה  הלְשָּ אָּ אוּם יָּמִים טוֹבִים בְהַלֵל וְהוֹדָּ עוּם וַעֲשָּ ת קְבָּ רֶׁ .אַחֶׁ

When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary, they defiled the oil in the Sanctuary. 
When the Hasmonean monarchy overwhelmed and defeated them, they 
searched and found only one cruse of oil that remained with the seal of the 
High Priest.

There was only sufficient oil to burn for one day. A miracle occurred, and they 
lit the candelabra from it for eight days.

The next year the sages enshrined these days as holidays with special 
recitations of praise and thanksgiving.



OPTION #1

The oil was divided into 
equal parts, one-eighth of 
the oil was poured into the 
menorah each night.

They poured all of the oil 
into the menorah, and each 
night, the menorah 
remained as full as before.

OPTION #2



TEXT 4
Rabbi Yosef Caro, 
Beit Yosef, 
Orach Chayim 470

והיה דולק עד , ובכל לילה היו נותנים במנורה חלק אחד, שחילקו שמן שבפך לשמונה חלקים

.הבוקר

.נשאר הפך מלא כבתחילה, שלאחר שנתנו שמן בנרות המנורה כשיעור: ועוד יש לומר

They divided the oil in the cruse into eight equal parts and poured one-eighth 
of the oil into the candelabra each night.

Another possibility is that after they poured all the oil into the candelabra 
[each night], the cruse remained full as before.



2 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MITZVAH:

1. Our Mitzvot are to be performed through physical means, 
the oil had to be natural.

2. For the Mitzvah to be performed, the Menorah had  to 
contain the complete measure of oil.



TEXT 5A
Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin, 
Hamo’adim Behalachah 1, 
Chanukah 1

ונעשה מפרי  , שמן שגדל על עץ זית: שמובנו כמשמעותו, אין כשר למנורה אלא שמן זית

.הזית

Only olive oil is kosher for the candelabra. The meaning here is rather literal: oil 
extracted from a natural olive that grew on an olive tree.



TEXT 5B
Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin, 
ibd.

.מערב ועד בוקר, תן לה מידתה שתהא דולקת והולכת כל הלילה—" מערב עד בוקר"

The words [prepare the lamps] “from morning to evening” (Exodus 27:21) 
instruct us to place enough oil in the candelabra to burn through the night, 
from evening to morning.



In the Holy of Holies, 
despite the Ark's size, 
the surrounding space 
appeared larger, 
demonstrating God's 
ability to transcend 
physical limitations.



TEXT 6A
Rabbi Shalom Dovber
Schneersohn, ibid.

שאי אפשר שיהיה קוטר המרובע  . אשר הנמנעות קיימות גם בחיק הבורא, בעיקרים כתב

.וכדומה' שווה לצלעו כו

שאין  , רצונו לומר. כי אם בחיק הבורא נמנעו הנמנעות, אינו כמו שכתב בעל העיקריםוהאמת 

שמקום הארון לא היה מן , וכאשר ראינו במוחש בבית המקדש. דבר נמנע בחיק הבורא

.המידה

והארון היה אמתיים וחצי ארכו . וי׳ אמות רוחב, אמות אורך' קודש הקודשים היה כהבית 

' והיה צריך להיות באורך שמונה אמות וג. ועמד באמצע קודש הקודשים, ואמה וחצי רחבו

וברוחב היה צריך להיות ארבע אמות ורבע . רבעי אמה מזה' ושמונה אמות וג, רבעי אמה מזה

ולאחר המדידה נמצא שהיה עשר אמות מזה ועשר . וארבע אמות ארבע אמה מזה, אמה מזה

.חמש אמות מזה וחמש אמות מזה-וכן ברוחב , אמות מזה

שהרי לא פיחת  , ומכל מקום לא נתפס בגדר מקום, הארון שהיה במידה ועמד במקום, כןאם 

, הרי שבכוח וביכולת הבורא להיות מקום ובלתי מקום בנושא אחד. כנתבאר לעיל, את המידה

וכמו כן יוכל להיות שארי הפכים בנושא אחד

CONTINUED



TEXT 6A
Rabbi Shalom Dovber
Schneersohn, 
Sefer Hamaamarim
5649, p. 274

[Rabbi Yosef Albo] wrote in his Ikarim [Book of Fundamental Principles] that 
some things are impossible even for G-d. For example, He can’t make the 
[diagonal] diameter of a square equal to its side.

The author of the Ikarim was wrong because, in fact, nothing is impossible for 
G-d. We saw a veritable example of this in the Holy Temple—the space of the 
holy ark did not occupy space.

The Holy of Holies was twenty cubits in length and ten in width. The ark was 
two and a half cubits in length and one and a half in width. The ark was 
positioned at the center of the Holy of Holies. That should have left eight and 
three-quarters cubits of empty space to each side in length and four and a 
quarter to each side in width. Yet, upon measuring, they found ten cubits to 
each side in length and five to each side in width.

It follows that the ark occupied a measurable space and simultaneously did not 
occupy space. The proof, as we explained, is that it did not reduce the expanse 
of the room’s unoccupied space. This demonstrates that G-d is able to occupy 
and not occupy space simultaneously. As He is capable of this, so is He capable 
of any paradox.



TEXT 6b
Paul Sutton,
“Is It a Wave or a Particle? 

It’s Both, Sort Of,” 
www.space.com

Is it a wave, or is it a particle? This seems like a very simple question.

Waves are very distinct phenomena in our universe, as are particles. And we 
have different sets of mathematics to describe each of them. So, if we want to 
go about describing the entire universe, this appears to be a very handy 
classification scheme—except when it isn’t. And it isn’t in one of the most 
important aspects of our universe: the subatomic world.

When it comes to things like photons and electrons, the answer to the 
question “Do they behave like waves or particles?” is . . . yes.



QUESTION

Is it possible that the flame consumed the oil,
and yet the oil remained unconsumed?

ANSWER:

The Chanukah miracle was a quantum miracle, where the flames 
both burned naturally and consumed fuel while preserving the oil 
for the next day, similar to the Ark's simultaneous presence and 
absence in space.



TEXT 7
The Rebbe, 
Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
15, p. 186

ניט אז דער שמן האט אויסגעברענט און דערנאך האבן )אז דער פירוש אין דעם איז , ויש לומר

אז דער שמן האט געברענט און  ( נאר, זיך די נרות ווידער אנגעפילט מיט שמן בדרך נס

. . .צוזאמען דערמיט איז פון אים גארניט נחסר געווארן 

הנרות וואס קומט  ( ואור)אן אש טבעי : אז אין דעם נס איז געווען א דבר והיפוכו, אויסקומט 

האט גארניט געפעלט פון  , ולאידך גיסא, מוז דערביי זיין כליון השמן( וכיוצא בזה)פון שמן 

.כליון און ניט כליון בבת אחת-דעם שמן 

Rather than the oil being consumed and then miraculously replenished, we suggest that 
the oil was consumed and remained intact simultaneously. . . .

This entails a miracle of opposites. Natural flame or candlelight must consume its fuel 
[and the Chanukah lights did just that]. Yet, the volume of oil was not diminished in the 
least. . . . It was combustion and non-combustion simultaneously.



TEXT 8a
Rabbi Yosef Caro, 
Bet Yosef, 
Orach Chayim 470

ובבוקר מצאו  , שבליל ראשון נתנו כל השמן בנרות ודלקו כל הלילה, אי נמי

.הנרות מלאים שמן

Another option: They poured all the oil into the candelabra on the first night. 
The candles burned all night, yet in the morning, they found that the 
candelabra’s cups were full.



TEXT 8b
Midrash, 
Bereshit Rabah 11:2

זָּר אוֹמֵר  לְעָּ ת. . . רַבִי אֶׁ ת הַנֵר בְלֵילֵי שַבָּ אֵי  , פַעַם אַחַת הִדְלַקְתִי אֶׁ אתִי אוֹתוֹ בְמוֹצָּ צָּ אתִי וּמָּ וּבָּ

לוּק ת דָּ סַר כְלוּם, שַבָּ .וְלאֹ חָּ

Rabbi Elazar said, . . . “I once lit my candle on Friday evening, and when I arrived on 
Saturday night, I found it still burning, and the oil was not diminished.”



To understand why the 
Jews were deserving 
of this unique miracle, 
let's explore the type of 
war they fought.



TEXT 9
Siddur Tehillat Hashem, 
Annotated Edition, 
Weekday Amidah,
pp. 51–52

נָּיו דוֹל חַשְמוֹנָּאִי וּבָּ ן כֹהֵן גָּ נָּ ן יוֹחָּ אֵל, בִימֵי מַתִתְיָּהוּ בֶׁ ה עַל עַמְךָ יִשְרָּ עָּ רְשָּ ן הָּ ה מַלְכוּת יָּוָּ מְדָּ עָּ , כְשֶׁ

ם מֵחֻקֵי רְצוֹנֶׁךָ ךָ וּלְהַעֲבִירָּ תֶׁ ם תוֹרָּ .לְהַשְכִיחָּ

In the days of Matityahu, son of Yochanan the High Priest, when the Hellenic 
government rose up against Your people Israel to make them forget Your 
Torah and transgress the decrees of Your will.



EGYPT

“G-d will fight for you. 
You remain silent.”

MIDIAN CHANUKAH

3 KINDS OF BATTLES:

The Jews fought 
their battles, but G-d 
won their wars.

The Jews felt all 
alone. They were 
fighting a natural war.



TEXT 10A
Exodus 14:13–14

ם. יג עָּ ל הָּ ה אֶׁ ר מֹשֶׁ אוּ: וַיאֹמֶׁ ת יְשוּעַת ה, אַל תִירָּ ם הַיוֹם' הִתְיַצְבוּ וּרְאוּ אֶׁ כֶׁ ה לָּ ר יַעֲשֶׁ כִי  , אֲשֶׁ

ת מִצְרַיִם הַיוֹם  ם אֶׁ ר רְאִיתֶׁ ם-אֲשֶׁ ם עוֹד עַד עוֹלָּ .לאֹ תֹסִיפוּ לִרְאֹתָּ

ם' ה. יד כֶׁ חֵם לָּ ם תַחֲרִישוּן, יִלָּ .וְאַתֶׁ

13. Moses said to the people, “Do not fear. Stand firm and see the salvation that 
G-d will wreak for you today, because never again, for the rest of eternity, will you 
see the Egyptians as you see them today.

14. “G-d will fight for you. You remain silent.”



TEXT 10B
Numbers 31:6

א בָּ ה לַצָּ ף לַמַטֶׁ לֶׁ ה אֶׁ ם מֹשֶׁ א, וַיִשְלַח אֹתָּ בָּ זָּר הַכֹהֵן לַצָּ לְעָּ ן אֶׁ ס בֶׁ ת פִינְחָּ ם וְאֶׁ ש , אֹתָּ וּכְלֵי הַקֹדֶׁ

ה בְיָּדוֹ .וַחֲצֹצְרוֹת הַתְרוּעָּ

Moses sent a thousand troops from each tribe along with Phineas, the son of 
Eleazar the priest, who brought the sacred vessels and the trumpets.



TEXT 10c
Numbers 31:48–49

א. מח בָּ ר לְאַלְפֵי הַצָּ ה הַפְקֻדִים אֲשֶׁ ל מֹשֶׁ רֵי הַמֵאוֹת, וַיִקְרְבוּ אֶׁ פִים וְשָּ אֲלָּ רֵי הָּ .שָּ

ה. מט ל מֹשֶׁ ר בְיָּדֵנוּ: וַיאֹמְרוּ אֶׁ ה אֲשֶׁ מָּ ת ראֹש אַנְשֵי הַמִלְחָּ יךָ נָּשְאוּ אֶׁ דֶׁ נוּ אִיש, עֲבָּ .וְלאֹ נִפְקַד מִמֶׁ

48. The officers appointed over the army’s thousands, the commanders of 
thousands, and the commanders of hundreds approached Moses.
49. They said to Moses, “Your servants counted the soldiers who were in our 
charge, and not one man is missing from our ranks.”



TEXT 11
Ibid.

ל מְדִינוֹת מַלְכוּתוֹ רִים לְכָּ כוֹת, וַיִשְלַח סְפָּ עַמִים וְהַמַמְלָּ ל הָּ רֵי כָּ שִים  , וַיָּבֹאוּ שָּ וְגַם פִילִים מְלֻבָּ

אוּ ם בָּ הֶׁ לַיִם. שִרְיוֹנִים עִמָּ יָּבוֹא לִירוּשָּ ע וָּ שָּ רָּ ם בַגְרִיס הָּ ה. שֵנִית קָּ קַע הַחוֹמָּ בוֹא, בָּ , וַיְנַתֵק הַמָּ

צוֹת שְרֵה פְרָּ ש שְלֹש עֶׁ ר, וַיְשַבֵר בַמִקְדָּ פָּ עָּ יוּ כֶׁ ר הָּ נִים שִבֵר עַד אֲשֶׁ אֲבָּ וַיַחֲשוֹב בְלִבוֹ . וְגַם מִן הָּ

ר .. . כִי רַב חֵילִי וְעֹז יָּדִי , הַפַעַם הַזאֹת לאֹ יוּכְלוּ לִי: וַיאֹמֶׁ

ה בְנֵי מַתִתְיָּהוְכִשְמֽוֹעַ  ד , חֲמִשָּ מוּ וַיָּבֹאוּ לְמִצְפֵה גִלְעָּ זָּרוּ. . . קָּ ר לְבַקֵש  , צוֹם גָּ אֵפֶׁ וַיֵשְבוּ עַל הָּ

מַיִם ה . רַחֲמִים מִלִפְנֵי אֱלֹקֵי הַשָּ ה טוֹבָּ ם עֵצָּ ז נָּפַל בְלִבָּ . . . אָּ

ה בְנֵי מַתִתְיָּה בַיוֹם הַזֶׁה ג רַב , עַל זֶׁה יָּצְאוּ חֲמִשָּ רֶׁ ם הֶׁ הֶׁ עַמִים וַיַהַרְגוּ בָּ חֲמוּ בָּ וֵאלֹקֵי  . . . וַיִלָּ

ג רַב רֶׁ ם הֶׁ הֶׁ ם וַיַהַרְגוּ בָּ עַמִים בְיָּדָּ ל גִיבוֹרֵי הָּ תַן כָּ מַיִם נָּ ת, הַשָּ שֶׁ ל מֽוֹשְכֵי קֶׁ ב וְכָּ רֶׁ ל אֲחוּזֵי חֶׁ רֵי , כָּ שָּ

נִים  רִיד–הַחַיִל וְהַסְגָּ ם שָּ הֶׁ עַמִים לִמְדִינוֹת הַיָּם, לאֹ נוֹתַר בָּ ר הָּ .וַיָּנוּסוּ שְאָּ

Antiochus sent letters to all his royal domains, and all the clan chieftains arrived with 
armored elephants. The wicked general Bagris invaded Jerusalem for a second time. 
He broke through the wall, shattered the gateway, made thirteen breaches in the 
Temple, and ground the stones to dust. He thought to himself, “This time, they will 
not defeat me; my army is numerous, and my hand is mighty.” . . .

CONTINUED



TEXT 11
Megilat Antiochus

The five sons of Matityahu went to Mizpeh in Gilead. . . . They fasted, sat in ashes, 
and prayed to the G-d of Heaven for mercy; then a good plan came to their minds. . 
. .
Shortly thereafter, the five sons of Matityahu attacked the pagan forces, inflicting 
severe losses upon them. . . . The G-d of Heaven delivered into their hands all 
swordsmen and archers, army officers and high officials. None of these survived. 
The survivors were compelled to seek refuge in the coastal cities.



G-d creates new oil. G-d fights, and we 
do nothing.

G-d upgrades existing oil.

Oil burns naturally and 
supernaturally simultaneously.

We go to war and our 
natural efforts produce 

supernatural results.

We fight with 
superhuman powers.

MIRACLE WAR



ANSWERS

• When we put everything on the line for G-d, G-d reciprocates and 
we simultaneously reach our breaking point and don’t break.

• This is the miraculous nature of G-d, and we earn some of 
that by doing our part.

Despite anti-Semitism, pogroms, crusades and so much more, 
we’ve endured. What is our survival secret?

If similar miracles occurred at least twice in Jewish history, why 
did this miracle of Chanukah deserve such a major- 8 day festival?

• The Chanukah battle was different. It was a blend of natural and 
miraculous elements, therefore G-d produced a supernatural miracle.



KEY POINTS

4. Before Chanukah, Jews won many wars. In some cases, G-d did all the fighting. In some 
cases, the Jews fought, but G-d outfitted them with supernatural powers.

3. This is why we have a holiday to celebrate the Chanukah oil miracle, even though there 
is no holiday to celebrate the other oil miracles.

1. Chanukah was not the first time that oil lasted longer than is naturally possible. Sarah’s 
candles in our parshah is one example of this happening.

2. In previous cases, the oil was either replenished or miraculously upgraded. The 
Chanukah miracle was unique; the flames were produced naturally and supernaturally 
simultaneously.



KEY POINTS

5. The Chanukah battles were different. The Jews had no supernatural powers, but they 
fought as if they did. Thus, G-d granted them supernatural success with a miracle that 
merged the natural and the supernatural.

6. Every Jew has a breaking point. But when we act as if we don’t have a breaking point, G-d 
renders our breaking point unbreakable. We reach our breaking point, but we don’t break.




