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Beshalach

Soon after allowing the
Children of Israel to depart
from Egypt, Pharaoh
chases after them to force
their return, and the
Israelites find themselves
trapped between
Pharaoh’s armies and the
sea. G-d tells Moses to
raise his staff over the
water; the sea splits to
allow the Israelites to pass
through and then closes
over the pursuing
Egyptians. Moses and the
Children of Israel sing a
song of praise and
gratitude to G-d.

In the desert, the people
suffer thirst and hunger.
They repeatedly complain
to Moses and Aaron. G-d
miraculously sweetens the
bitter waters of Marah and
later has Moses bring forth
water from a rock by
striking it with his staff. G-
d causes manna to rain
down from the heavens
before dawn each morning,
and quails to appear in the
Israelite camp each
evening.

The Children of Israel are
instructed to gather a
double portion of manna

on Friday, as none will
descend on Shabbat, the
Divinely decreed day of
rest. Some disobey and go
to gather manna on the
seventh day but find
nothing. Aaron preserves a
small quantity of manna in
a jar as a testimony for
future generations.

In Rephidim, the people
are attacked by the
Amalekites, who are
defeated by Moses’s
prayers and an army raised
by Joshua.







TEXT 1

Exodus 17-:8-13
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8. Amalek came and made war with Israel in Rephidim.

9. Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go
out and fight with Amalek; tomorrow, | will be standing
on top of the hill, and the staff of G-d will be in my
hand.”

10. Joshua did as Moses said to him and fought with
Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur ascended to the
top of the hill.

11. And it was that when Moses raised his hand, Israel
prevailed, and when he lowered his hand, Amalek
prevailed.

12. And Moses’s hands grew heavy, and they took a
stone and placed it beneath him, and he sat on it, and
Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on this side
and the other on that side, and his hands were steady
until the setting of the sun.

13. And Joshua defeated Amalek and its people by the
sword.




TEXT 2

Mishnah, Rosh
Hashanah 3:8
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“And it was that when Moses raised his hand, Israel prevailed”
(Exodus 17:11). Did Moses’s hands make the war or break the war?

Of course not! Rather, the entire time that the Jewish people gazed
upward and bound their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they
prevailed. And when they did not, they failed.



TEXT 3A

Rashi, Exodus 17:12
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“And Moses’s hands grew heavy.” Because he
shirked the mitzvah and appointed another to
take his role, his hands became heavy.




TEXT 3B

Mechilta DeRabbi
Yishma’el 1712
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“And Moses’s hands grew heavy.” Here we learn that one
should never defer a mitzvah, for had Moses not told Joshua
“choose men for us,” he would not have incurred this suffering.
It is said, “At that moment, Moses’s hands were as heavy as if
two jugs of water hung from them.”
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Numbers 27:15-17
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15. Moses spoke to G-d saying:

16. “May G-d of the spirit of all
flesh appoint a man over the
congregation

17. “who will go out before
them, who will come before
them, who will take them out
and bring them in so that the
congregation of G-d will not be
like a flock that has no
shepherd.”




TEXT 5

Rashi, ad loc.
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“Who will go out before them”: Unlike those kings of
the nations who sit in their palace and send their
soldiers to war, [my successor ought to do] as | have
done when | fought against Sihon and Og.



QUESTIONS

1. Why did Moses choose the incorrect course of action
and not personally lead the army into battle?

2. If Moses believed so strongly that a leader belongs on the
front lines of battle, why didn’t he follow through?

3. What message does the Torah seek to communicate by
telling us about Moses’s mistake?



TEXT 6

Exodus 7:7
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Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron
was eighty-three years old, when they
spoke to Pharaoh.







QUESTION

In a time of open miracles, Moses headed into battle
at age 120.

Why then, at age 80, did Moses refrain from leading
the Jews in the fight?



TEXT 7

Exodus 17-1-3
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1. The entire congregation of the Children
of Israel traveled from the wilderness of
Zin on their travels; at the word of G-d
they encamped at Rephidim, and there
was no water for the people to drink.

2. The people quarreled with Moses and
said, “Give us water that we may drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test G-d?”

3. The people thirsted there for water,
and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up
from Egypt, to kill me and my children
and my livestock with thirst?”




TEXT 8

Exodus 17:7
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He called the place Masah (trial) and Merivah
(quarrel) due to the quarrel of the Children of
Israel, and due to their testing of G-d, saying,
“Is G-d among us or not?”
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Midrash, Tanchuma,
Yitro 3:3
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Rabbi Levi said, “What is this like? A son riding on his
father’s shoulders. He saw something he desired and
said, ‘Get it for me,” and his father got it for him. This
happened once, twice, and a third time. The son saw a
man and said, ‘Have you seen my father?’ The father
said, ‘You ride on my shoulders, | give you everything
you ask for, and you say: Have you seen my father?’
The father let his son down, and a dog came and bit
him.”

So it was with Israel when they left Egypt. The clouds
of glory surrounded them. They asked for bread, and G-
d brought down manna for them, as it says, “And G-d
rained down manna for them to eat; grain from heaven
He gave them” (Psalms 78:24). They asked for meat; He
gave them quail, as it says, “They requested meat and
He brought quail” (Psalms 105:40). So too it says, “He
brought them their desire” (Psalms 78:29); He provided
for all their needs. And they said, “Is G-d among us?”
G-d said to them, “If this is what you think of Me, the
dog may bite you.” Therefore, Amalek came.
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At the time of the war with
Amalek, Joshua was fifty-
seven years old.




TEXT 10B

Rabbi Yechiel
Heilprin, Seder
Hadorot, Year 2448
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Joshua was then forty-two years old, for he was born in
the year 2406. On the verse, “And Moses’s deputy Joshua
was a lad” (Exodus 33:1), Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra
comments that he was fifty-six years old.



ANSWER

Sensing the nation’s doubt of G-d, Moses planned
for a world without miracles and sent Joshua,
whose age met the proper criteria for going to war,
to lead in his stead.



TEXTTI

Rabbi Tuviah ben
Eliezer, Midrash,
Lekach Tov, Shemot
1712
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“And his hands were steady.” His two hands are
referred to as one, standing firm in prayer. This is
why the words vayehi and emunah are in the
singular form.










TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 21, p. 96
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G-d, however, counted this as some sort of “shirking the mitzvah.” When
foreign nations attack the Jewish people (and this was true even prior to
the Giving of the Torah), there is a mitzvah—indeed, a genuinely great
mitzvah—to go out to battle and protect the Jewish people. This must be
done without overthinking or great calculation (even in a scenario such as
this, where there was no explicit command from G-d to do so).






TEXT 13

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, I1grot
Kodesh Admur Rayatz
3, p. 279
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Amalek’s numerical value is equal to that of the word
safek (doubt), which in turn is equal to the word mar
(bitter). The meaning here is that Amalek instigates doubts
concerning belief in G-d and the sanctity of the Torah.







TEXT 14A

Deuteronomy 25:17-18
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17. Remember what Amalek did to you on the way,
upon your Exodus from Egypt.

18. He encountered you on the way, and he attacked,
from behind you, all the stragglers behind you when
you were faint and weary, and he did not fear G-d.
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“All the stragglers behind you”: Those
lacking strength due to their sins, for
the protective cloud left them.
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It is a mitzvah for the giants of Israel to take
action . . . specifically them, the greatest of
Israel, so that their actions may teach the
public the proper course of action.







TEXT 16

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 21, p. 99
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It is not enough to participate spiritually in every generation’s war
against Amalek. We cannot satisfy ourselves by reciting a chapter of
Psalms as a prayer that others come closer to Judaism, even though
this is necessary and important. It is also insufficient to send
messengers to reach our fellow Jews. Instead, we must personally go
out and do whatever is necessary to protect our fellow Jews.






KEY POINTS

1. Moses didn’t personally lead the battle against Amalek, in contrast to how he
behaved in other wars. He was punished for this decision.

2. Typically, G-d Himself respects the laws of nature and expects us to do the
same. However, the Jewish people in the desert didn’t operate on that level.

3. Alas, the Jewish people subjected themselves to nature even in the desert by
complaining and losing faith.

4. Moses’s reasoning not to personally go out to battle and defy nature was
based on the Jews’ behavior.

5. His mistake was that when lives are at stake, there’s no place for calculations,
however justified they may seem.






