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STUDIES

TETZAVEH

THERE'S NO SUCH THING AS AN ISOLATED JEW

You're an Integral Part of the Community, Whether You Like It or Not



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Tetzaveh

G-d tells Moses to receive
from the Children of Israel
pure olive oil to feed the
“everlasting flame” of the
menorah, which Aaron is to
kindle each day, “from evening
till morning.”

The priestly garments, to be
worn by the Kohanim (priests)
while serving in the sanctuary,
are described. All Kohanim
wore: 1) the ketonet—a full-
length linen tunic;

2) michnasayim—linen
breeches; 3) a mitznefet or
migbaat—a linen turban; and
4) an avnet—a long sash
wound above the waist.

In addition, the Kohen Gadol

(High Priest) wore: 5) the
ephod—an apron-like garment
made of blue-, purple-, and
red-dyed wool, linen, and gold
thread; 6) the choshen—a
breastplate containing twelve
precious stones inscribed with
the names of the twelve tribes
of Israel; 7) the me’il—a cloak
of blue wool with gold bells
and decorative pomegranates
on its hem; and 8) the tzitz—a
golden plate worn on the
forehead, bearing the
inscription “Holy to G-d.”

Tetzaveh also includes G-d’s
detailed instructions for the
seven-day initiation of Aaron
and his four sons—Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar—

into the priesthood, and for
the making of the golden altar
on which the ketoret (incense)
was burned.




s community
objectively an
essential
component of
a fulfilling
Jewish life?



The Torah tells us that the
Kohanimwho served

in the Mishkan, and later in
the Beit Hamikdash, were
required to wear a unique
uniform. The regular
Kohanimwore four
garments, while the High
Priest wore an additional
four special garments.
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1. [G-d instructed Moses] “And you bring near to yourself your brother Aaron,
and his sons with him, from among the Children of Israel to serve Me: Aaron,
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.

2. “You shall make holy garments for your brother Aaron, for honor and glory.

3. “And you shall speak to all the wise-hearted, whom | have filled with the
spirit of wisdom, and they shall make Aaron’s garments to sanctify him, so that
he serves Me.”
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They shall be worn by Aaron and his sons when they
enter the Tent of Meeting or when they approach the
altar to serve in the Tabernacle, so they will not bear
iniquity and die. It shall be a perpetual statute for him
and for his descendants after him.



TEXT 2B

Rashi, Exodus 28:43
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The verse states that when the Kohanim serve
in the Tabernacle clothed in the priestly
garments, they will not die. This teaches us that
a Kohen who serves in the Tabernacle without
the priestly garments is punished by death.
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The thirty-third mitzvah is that Kohanim are commanded to wear
special garments “for honor and glory” (Exodus 28:2), and only then
can they serve in the Tabernacle, as stated in the Torah.

This is the mitzvah in detail: There are eight garments for the High
Priest, and four for the regular Kohen. Any time a Kohen serves while
missing even one of the garments, . .. his service is invalid and he
incurs the penalty of death at the hands of Heaven.




Unlike the regular
Kohanim, the High
Priest had to wear his
priestly garments at
all times—even if he
was not actually
serving at that time.
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It is a mitzvah for the Kohen Gadol to wear these garments, as our sages
in the Sifra derived from the verse, “Aaron did all that G-d commanded
Moses” (Leviticus 16:34). This means that he wore the priestly garments.

Even though the garments were the pinnacle of beauty, as they were
made out of gold and precious stones, the High Priest must not wear
them with the intention of wearing beautiful garments. Rather, he must
wear them because of G-d’s commandment to do so—namely, to always
wear the garments in the Tabernacle.




TEXT 4

Rabbi Yosef Rosen,
Tzafnat Paane’ach,
Kilayim 10:2
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The Rambam’s language implies that there is a difference
between the regular Kohen’s garments and the High Priest’s
garments. Whereas the regular Kohen must only wear the
garments while performing services in the Tabernacle, when it
comes to the High Priest, the very act of wearing the garments
is itself a mitzvah.
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Exodus 28:35
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The cloak shall be on Aaron when he performs
the service, and its sound shall be heard when
he enters the Tabernacle and when he leaves,
so that he will not die.



TEXT 5B

Rashi, Exodus 28:35
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“So that he will not die.” This implies that if he
enters the sanctuary missing even one of these
garments, he shall be liable for the penalty of
death at the hands of Heaven.
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Exodus 258:12
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And you shall put the two stones upon the shoulder
straps of the efod as stones of remembrance for the
Children of Israel, and Aaron shall carry their names
before G-d upon his two shoulders as a remembrance.
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Thus Aaron shall carry the names of the
Children of Israel in the choshen of judgment
over his heart when he enters the Holy, as a
remembrance before G-d at all times.
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Exodus 28:35
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It shall be on Aaron when he performs the
service, and its sound shall be heard when he

enters the Holy before G-d and when he
leaves, so that he will not die.



QUESTION

With all four unique garments of the High
Priest, the verses emphasize that they were
worn “before G-d.” Why was the High Priest
obligated to wear the garments “before G-d?”



Jews encompass a
diverse range of
backgrounds comprising
the twelve tribes. To
keep things simple, our
sages named three
general categories of
Jews: tzadikim,
beinonim, and resha’im.
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Talmud, Berachot 61b
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Rabbi Yosi Hagelili taught, “The righteous are
ruled by their good inclination; . .. the wicked
are ruled by their evil inclination. Average
people are ruled by both.”



Our outer appearance
may be different, but
deep down, we’re all
the same: a Jewish
soul, pure and holy.
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TEXT 10

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 21, pp. 188-159
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When the High Priest would enter the Tabernacle
representing all different types of Jews, he would
create that “remembrance before G-d.”

This is why the law states that if he even entered
the Tabernacle missing one of the garments, he
was liable to the death penalty. To create this
“remembrance before G-d,” one must represent
every kind of Jew! If the High Priest would even
enter the Tabernacle missing the representation of
even one category of Jew, his very act of entering
was problematic.

The “remembrance,” and resulting union of the
Jewish people with G-d, is absolute. It contains no
subdivisions whatsoever. It includes all Jews as
one. Consequently, if even one type of Jew was not
represented, the entire representation was absent.







TEXTTI

Rabbi Chaim Yosef
David Azulai, Kikar
Laaden, Avoft 2:4
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The Mishnah (Avot 2:4) states, “Do not separate from the
tzibur (community).” The word tzibur (1"ax) is an acronym for
tzadikim (righteous individuals/op»>7x), beinonim (average
strugglers/o 1), and resha’im (completely disassociated
individuals/o°vwn). Each person must join the community so as
to complete the Jewish people.
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Exodus 30:7
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Aaron shall make incense of spices go
up in smoke upon it; every morning
when he sets the lamps in order, he
shall make it go up in smoke.
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BaRlleFh

Rabbi Chana bar Bizna said in the name of Rabbi
Shimon Chasida, “Any fast that does not include the
participation of the sinners of Israel is not a fast. We
learn this from the chelbenah, which had a foul odor,
and yet is listed among the ketoret incense.”
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Rabbi Nisim of Gerona,
Derashot HaRan,
Derush Rishon
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The chelbenah was included among the ketoret spices, even though it
seems like it would ruin them with its foul odor. Nevertheless, the
Torah asserts that the ketoret is incomplete without it. The same is
true in our service of G-d: when the sinners and the miscreants join our
community so that we may all serve G-d together, it does not only not
ruin our service, it perfects it, and we would be incomplete without it.




QUESTION

With all four unique garments of the High Priest, the verses
emphasize that they were worn “before G-d.” Why was the
High Priest obligated to wear the garments “before G-d?”

ANSWER

The High Priest was obligated to wear his special garments
“before G-d” at all times, for they represent all types of Jews.
As the representative of the entire Jewish nation, if any type of
Jew—regardless of their level of observance or commitment—
were to be missing, the High Priest would have failed at his job.



If you're a Jew,
you're already
part of the
community. It’s
time to embrace
that reality and
revel in it.




KEY POINTS

1. The Kohanim in the Temple were commanded to wear special priestly
garments while doing the service. Regular Kohanim wore four garments, while
the High Priest wore an additional four special garments.

2. While the regular Kohen was only required to wear the priestly garments while
conducting the service, the High Priest had to wear them at all times—even if
he was not actually serving.

3. With all four unique garments of the High Priest, the verses emphasize that
they were worn “before G-d.”

4. The High Priest was the representative of all Jewry before G-d.



KEY POINTS

5. As the representative of the entire Jewish nation, if any type of Jew—
regardless of their level of observance or commitment—were to be missing,
the High Priest would have failed at his job.

6. The reality is that, as a Jew, every Jew is already part of the community—
whether they’re aware of it or not, and whether they like it or not.






