M TORAH

STUDIES

BECHUKOTALI

GRATITUDE IS GOOD FOR YOU
Saying “Thank You" Isn't Just about Doing the Right Thing



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Bechukotai

G-d promises that if the
people of Israel will keep His
commandments, they will
enjoy material prosperity and
dwell securely in their
homeland. But He also
delivers a harsh “rebuke”
warning of the exile,
persecution, and other evils
that will befall them if they
abandon their covenant

with Him.

Nevertheless, “Even when
they are in the land of their
enemies, | will not cast them
away; nor will | ever abhor
them, to destroy them and to
break My covenant with
them, for | am the L-rd their
G-d.”

The parshah concludes with
the rules on how to calculate
the values of different types
of pledges made to G-d, and
the mitzvah of tithing
produce and livestock.
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If a person consecrates some of the field of their
inherited property to G-d, the valuation shall be
according to its sowing: an area that requires a
chomer of barley seeds at fifty silver shekels.
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Leviticus 27:28
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However, anything that a person declares cherem

to G-d from any of his or her property—whether a
person, an animal, or part of their inherited field—
shall not be sold, nor shall it be redeemed, for all

cherem is holy of holies to G-d.
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25. Burn the statues of their idols in fire; do not covet the silver and
gold upon them and take it for yourself, lest you stumble because of
it, for it is an abomination before your G-d.

26. Do not bring abomination into your house, lest you become
cherem like it; you shall utterly revile it and abhor it, for it is cherem.



QUESTION

Cherem usually refers to something abhorred and
reviled, something that should be destroyed.

Why do we use the word cherem to pronounce a
field as holy?
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Rabbi David Kimchi,
Sefer Hashorashim,
“Cherem”
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“Anything that a person declares cherem to G-d.”
Even though the item itself is not destroyed,
vis-a-vis the owner it is as if it’s destroyed, for they
can no longer benefit from it.
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Rabbi Aharon Halevi of
Barcelona, Sefer
Hachinuch, Mitzvah 357
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As long as the Jewish people are devoted to G-d’s
Torah and mitzvot, only good will come to them, and
they will be supported by an abundance of blessing
and a generous and pure spirit. The opposite—curses
and destruction—will befall their enemies.

Therefore, if someone in a fit of melancholy utters
an expression of curse or cherem about their money
or their land—which are really blessed—the Torah
informs us that one cannot really remove an item
from the domain of blessing to another, cursed
domain. For everything that belongs to a Jew really
belongs to G-d, Who is blessed. Nevertheless,
because we now know that this person really wants
to remove this item from their possession, we’ll give
them what they wished for, and return the item to
its true Master, and then it will become truly “holy.”




ANSWER

Cherem describes the owner’s attitude toward the
field — they revile the field and therefore donate it.
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Rabbi Yisrael Zev
Gustman, Kuntresei
Shiurim, Nedarim 3:5
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In my humble opinion, the concept of cherem is as
follows: In truth, one who declares their property
cherem does not intend to donate it to the priests
nor to the Temple treasury. Rather, they simply
declare it cherem, cursed. All the pursuant laws of
cherem are only there to “fix” the curse. . ..

Indeed, the Mishnah does not say, “The owner gives
it to the Kohen.” Rather, it says that “the property is
given to the Kohen,” implying that this was not the
owner’s intention, but rather the Torah’s way of
handling the cherem. It also does not say that the
field is given to a Kohen “like terumah,” implying that
it is given to the Kohen like the other rites of
priesthood; rather, giving it to a Kohen is simply the
protocol for a cherem field. . ..
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Rabbi Yisrael Zev
Gustman, Kuntresei
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The Sefer Hachinuch writes explicitly, as we said,
that cherem is a curse the owner pronounces on
their property; therefore, it becomes forbidden for
the owner to derive any benefit from it. We obey the
owner’s wishes to make it a “cursed” field, but we
“fix” the curse by giving it to a Kohen. Therefore,
once the cherem field is in a Kohen’s possession, it
becomes permitted for anyone, even the original
owner, to benefit from it.
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Talmud Sanhedrin 94a

MR YR PR 2w Wit 720"
XIDP 92 W7 ;21NN 027 MR
YXARAW 2" 93 71 0151 ,7D9X2
20100 77 MIND 72°N

WPPIN MIWYY RIT N2 WITRT Wl

N7 7R 2130 A3 2077107, 70w
DW 2 R TN2 WITRT 0100 P
0D NRY YRS TN 717 7 1ahw

W ANPWY XY 0199 Mnawny nw
K21 19977 2°0377 92 10 DWIYY PN
MWN WYN T°I07 TV IR

.anno1 7o

The verse states, “To he who increases (lemarbeh)
G-d’s authority, and for him there shall be peace
without end, etc.” (Isaiah 9:6). Rabbi Tanchum said,
“In Sepphoris, Bar Kapara expounded this verse as
follows: Why is it that every letter mem that appears
in the middle of a word is an open mem (n), but the
mem in lemarbeh is a closed mem (n)?

“The closed mem indicates that G-d wanted to make
Hezekiah Messiah, and He sought to make
Sennacherib Gog and Magog. However, the Divine
attribute of justice said to G-d, ‘Master of the
universe! If David, king of Israel, who recited
numerous songs and praises before You, You did not
make the Messiah, then Hezekiah, for whom You
performed all these miracles and yet he did not sing
any songs of gratitude before You, will You really
make him the Messiah?!’

“Because of this, the mem closed.”




The absence of
ogratitude held back
the redemption.
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Genesis 2:5
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Now no tree of the field was yet on the earth, neither
did any herb of the field yet grow, because G-d had not
brought rain upon the earth, and there was no person to
work the soil.



TEXT 8B PR DIRY *99 277007 KD Oy m L "eung 89 03"
NIY DR 2Y DN I TR LTRTEG DY T2
MY T Ry 29900 ,071v? 70X 0y vI)) o7

DORYTT) NIIPRT

“Because [G-d] had not brought rain”: Why did G-d not bring
rain? Because “there was no person to work the soil,” and no one
recognized the benefit of rain. But when the human came and
understood that rain was essential to the world, he prayed for it,
and it fell, and the trees and the herbs sprouted.
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Midrash, Pirkei Rabbi
Eliezer, ch. 7
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Why does the Torah punish an ingrate so excessively?
Because ingratitude is like heresy. A heretic is also,
essentially, ungrateful.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
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By the Grace of G-d

4 Shevat, 5716
Brooklyn

Greeting and Blessing!

In response to your letter from the month of
Kislev, in which you write about your current
situation and how, in your entire life, you
have never experienced anything good, and
then you ask for a blessing for your wife and
children.

Apparently, you don’t notice the
contradiction in your own letter.

For someone for whom the Creator of the
world arranged a match and blessed them
with children—may they live many long
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years—to say that he never experienced
anything good in his life is ingratitude to a
shocking degree. . ..

There are hundreds and thousands of people
who pray every day to be blessed with
children, and would give away everything they
own for a single son or daughter, and still have
not merited to receive this blessing—may G-d
answer their prayers soon—

And you, who did receive this blessing—
apparently without having to pray for it
excessively—do not recognize the wealth and
happiness therein, and write in your letter
what was mentioned above! And moreover, you
conclude that you don’t believe that G-d will
ever help you, for you believe it is decreed
upon you to be poor and miserable your

entire life!
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Obviously, | don’t mean that one has to be poor
or unhealthy, etc. | just want to draw your
attention to the fact that maybe the meager
income and poor health stem from the fact that
you don’t recognize G-d’s blessing in an area
even more important than perfect health and a
comfortable income, which is the blessing of
having sons and daughters who follow in G-d’s
ways. When one doesn’t recognize the blessings
they already have, especially when they ignore
them to such a degree that it is expressed in the
harsh expressions you used in your letter—why
is it so shocking that they don’t receive
additional blessings from Above?
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| hope that these few lines will suffice to open
your eyes to see the situation for what it is.

When you begin to serve G-d with true internal
joy, G-d’s blessings relating to health and
income will certainly increase, as can be
understood from many sources, including Zohar,

vol. 2, 184b. . ..
With blessing,

[Signed by the Rebbe’s secretary in the
Rebbe’s name]
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Another point (which is no less important) is that which is explained
in our holy Torah, which is that the number of blessings one receives
is dependent, to a certain degree, on how the person receives them.
Acting in consonance with the recognition of G-d’s kindness
increases the flow of blessings and the capacity to receive them in
both the near and long-term future.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
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When a Jew is careful with their speech, when they do not
allow any expression that is the opposite of blessing to exit
their mouths, then they experience only good and an
abundance of blessing.



How to stay
orateful

Make an effort to
express thanks
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Rabbi Yanki Tauber,
“G-d’s Nourishment,”
chabad.org

In his early years, before he went public with his teachings and disciples came
from far and wide to learn from him, the founder of the Chasidic movement,
Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov, was an incessant traveler. . ..

One day, Rabbi Israel arrived in a village and made his way to the study hall.
There, in a corner, sat an ancient Torah scholar over his books, wrapped in tallit
and tefilin. This was the village porush (“ascetic”), who led a life of holy
seclusion. From sunrise to sunset, not a morsel of bread or a sip of water would
pass his lips; he spoke to no one and never lifted his eyes from the sacred
tomes. For more than fifty years he had kept to this regimen, utterly removed
from the mundane cares of material life.

So why was this stranger pestering him? “How are things?” he was inquiring. “Is
there enough to eat? Is everyone healthy?” The ascetic made no reply, hoping
the stranger would go away. But the stranger only leaned closer, and his
questioning grew more insistent. Impatiently, the ascetic waved him away,
pointing him to the door.

“Rabbi,” the stranger now asked, “why are you denying G-d His livelihood?”
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Rabbi Yanki Tauber, “G-
d’s Nourishment”
chabad.org

The words had their desired effect: The old man was roused to indignant
attention. G-d’s livelihood?! The audacity of this uncouth peasant! “What are you
saying?” he demanded in a thunderous voice. “How dare you disturb me with
such blasphemous babble!”

“Only what King David, the sweet singer of Israel, proclaims in his Psalms,”
replied the Baal Shem Tov. “Tell me, Rabbi, what is the meaning of the verse,
‘And You, the Holy One, who dwells by the praises of Israel’?

“We mortal beings,” continued the Baal Shem Tov when the porush made no
reply, “subsist on the sustenance that G-d provides us in His great kindness. But
what does G-d ‘subsist’ on? On the praises of Israel!l When one Jew asks
another, ‘How are things?’ and his fellow responds by praising and thanking the
Almighty, they are nourishing G-d, deepening His involvement with His creation.”
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Psalms 118:1
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Give thanks to G-d because He is
good, for His kindness is
everlasting.
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Talmud Bava Kama 92b
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Even though the wine belongs to
its owner, gratitude is given to the
one who pours it.







KEY POINTS

1. Property that is declared cherem can never be redeemed from the Temple treasury.
2. Declaring your property cherem indicates a lack of gratitude for the blessings in life.

3. Practicing gratitude is the key to bringing more blessings into your life; the opposite
leads to preventing blessings from coming into your life.

4. We can accustom ourselves to thinking in terms of gratitude by speaking and acting
that way.






