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BEHAR/LAG BA'OMER

YOU'RE NEVER ALONE

A Unique Solution to a Dreadful Sacietal Problem



PARSHAH

OVERVIEW
Behar

On the mountain of
Sinai, G-d
communicates to
Moses the laws of the
sabbatical year. Every
seventh year, all work
on the land should
cease, and its produce
becomes free for the
taking for all, human
and beast.

Seven sabbatical cycles
are followed by a
fiftieth year—the
jubilee year—on which
work on the land

ceases, all indentured
servants are set free,
and all ancestral
estates in the Holy
Land that have been
sold revert to their
original owners.

Behar also contains
additional laws
governing the sale of
lands, and the
prohibitions against
fraud and usury.
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G-d said, “It’s not good for man to be
alone. | will make for him a helper
alongside him.”







TEXT 2

Leviticus 25:39-41
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39. If your brother shall become
poor among you, and is sold to you
as a servant, you shall not work
him as a slave.

40. As a hired servant and a
resident of your area he shall be
with you; he shall work with you
until the jubilee year.

41. Then he shall go out from you,
he and his children with him. He
shall return to his family, and to
the possession of his fathers.




TEXT §

Talmud Kidushin 22a
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Our sages taught, “Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with
him.” Rabbi Shimon said, “If he was sold, were his sons and daughters sold?

From here, we see that his master is obligated to provide sustenance for
his children.”

You say something similar with regard to the verse, “If he is married, then
his wife shall go out with him” (Exodus 21:3). Rabbi Shimon said, “If he was
sold, was his wife sold? From here, we see that his master is obligated to
provide sustenance for the servant’s wife.”



TEXT 4

Rabbi Yomtov Asevilli,
Kidushin, ad loc.
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We can argue that inasmuch as every man is assumed to
sustain and support his wife and children, the Torah doesn’t
wish for them to be harmed because of their father’s sale.
This compels the master to sustain and support them. For it
is evident in G-d’s eyes that had this man not been sold, he
would have supported his family. Therefore, the master is
obliged to supply them with food and clothing.






TEXT bA

Rabbi Zerachiah Halevi,
Sefer Hama’or, Bava
Batra 108a
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We view the child as if they perpetuated their
parent’s being. Therefore, for example, Jacob
would precede Abraham in inheriting Isaac’s

property because, in Jacob’s presence, we see his
father Isaac as if he yet lived.



TEXT 5B

Rashi, Horayot 6a

N12XRIT 7P NIAR 2PN O°1a
N7 o

Children stand in place of their
parents, and it is as if their
parents yet lived.




TEXT 6

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 22, p. 157
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This explains why the master is obligated to support the
servant’s children: It is due to their association with the
father. Just as he is obligated to support the father (the
servant), so too is he obliged to feed the “part of the father”
that exists in his children.






TEXT 7

Rashi, Leviticus 25:41
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“And to the possession of his fathers.”
To the respectability of his fathers;
one cannot disparage him for his
previous servitude.



Slavery will never
deprive one of full
membership in their
family’s story.




TEXT 8

Rabbi Chaim ibn Atar,
Leviticus 25:39

Q31997 1INKRY 17 TININ T WD LN IR 700 0
LO1TR WD NN 00, (0 2O1RN) T 9902 17902°
NIZAY . .. PRIWY QY NPITORA A1 XYW A0 XIw
ST 07 OVIRD R T N

“If your brother shall become poor, etc.” This
section hints at what the Zohar says (Tikunim 10)
that G-d commanded the ministering angel of
Edom—who is the minister of negativity—not to
treat Israel cruelly. . .. And we are currently exiled
to Edom.






TEXT 9A

Talmud, Megilah 29a
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yocha’i says, “Come and see how
beloved the Jewish people are to the Holy One, blessed
be He. For every place they were exiled, the Divine
Presence went with them.

“They were exiled to Egypt; the Divine Presence went
with them, as is stated, ‘Did | reveal myself to the
house of your father when they were in Egypt?’

(I Samuel 2:27).

“They were exiled to Babylonia; the Divine Presence
went with them, as is stated, ‘For your sake, | have
been sent to Babylonia’ (Isaiah 43:14).

“So too when, in the future, they will be redeemed, the
Divine Presence will be with them, as is stated, ‘Then
G-d will return with your captivity’ (Deuteronomy 30:3).
It does not state, ‘He will bring back,” but rather ‘He
will return,’” teaching that the Holy One, blessed be He,
will return with them from among the exiles.”




TEXT 9B

Zohar, vol 3, p. 90a
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So it was taught: Fortunate is Israel,
for in every place they are exiled, the
Divine Presence is revealed with them.




TEXT10

The Rebbe, Rabbi

Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5740:53, p. 6
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Simply protecting the Jewish people (and every Jew
individually) during Exile does not require the Divine
Presence to “be with them.” The same holds true of
G-d’s ability to redeem us from Exile—as in, “Like
the days of your Exodus from Egypt, | will show him
wonders” (Micah 7:15). Even if the Almighty had
remained in the Heavens, allowing Himself absolute
freedom, He could have directed the world and
protected the Jewish people everywhere. G-d is
always “the Guardian of Israel who neither slumbers
nor sleeps” (Psalms 121:4), and He provides for all
their needs as He “nourishes the entire world in His
goodness with grace, kindness, and mercy” (Grace
after Meals). This alone would hasten our
Redemption.




TEXT10

The Rebbe, Rabbi

Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5740:53, p. 6
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But Rabbi Shimon bar Yocha’i says that G-d’s love
for the Jewish people makes this impossible. While
they are in Exile, the Almighty cannot allow Himself
to be in any state other than in Exile with them.

The Jewish people’s experience of exile distresses
Him, as it were—for “in all their pain, He was
pained” (Isaiah 63:9)—which means that He limits
Himself to their level of freedom. He is even
present in their downfall, and He is there to “live
through,” as it were, everything the Jewish people
live through in Exile.

Rabbi Shimon goes even a step further, stating, “For
every place they were exiled, the Divine Presence
went with them.” This means that G-d is, as it
were, situated in Exile, so much so that “the Divine
Presence went with them”—subject to the exact
circumstances of Exile that the Jewish people face.




TEXT T

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5740:3, pp. 6-7
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This is true not only of the Jewish people as a whole but of every individual
Jew. In every place where a Jew is found in Exile—in every land (whether
outside the Holy Land, in the United States or elsewhere, or even in our Holy
Land where Exile’s effect is deeply felt), in every city, in every neighborhood,
on every street; even far in the hinterlands where a single, lonesome Jew is
exiled—together with that Jew, in every situation and circumstance, we find
the Almighty.






TEXT 12

Rabbi Joseph B.
Soloveitchik, The Lonely
Man of Faith (New York:
Doubleday, 1992), p. 3

| am lonely because at times | feel rejected and
thrust away by everybody, not excluding my most
intimate friends, and the words of the psalmist,
“My father and my mother have forsaken me,” ring

quite often in my ears like the plaintive cooing of
the turtledove.
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For my father and mother have
forsaken me, but G-d will
gather me up.







TEXT 14

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Igrot
Kodesh 15, p. 414
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What, in fact, is loneliness? At this very moment, “Behold G-d stands
above you, and though the whole earth is full of His glory, He scans your
mind and heart to see whether you are serving Him properly” (as Rabbi
Shneur Zalman of Liadi informs us in Tanya, chapter 41). In that same
chapter, Rabbi Shneur Zalman immediately leads us to the logical
conclusion of this: “If so, one ought to serve Him, . . . and one ought to
meditate deeply on this thought, and at length, etc.” If you put in effort
meditating on this conclusion, you will immediately see that you are not
lonely—aquite the contrary.






TEXT 15A

Deuteronomy 32:12
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G-d led them alone, and no
strange power opposed them.




TEXT 15B

Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim
ben Aharon of Luntshitz,
Keli Yakar Al HaTorah,
ad loc.
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“Alone” refers to the Jewish
people, for He distinguished them
from the peoples to be a people
exclusively devoted to Him.






KEY POINTS

1. Judaism views loneliness as an acute problem that should be avoided.

2. A person’s family is considered an inseparable extension of the parent’s very being,
particularly his or her children.

3. G-d is like “family” to us, as it were, so when we’re dragged into Exile, so is He.

4. G-d doesn’t just empathize with, or even actually feel, the pain of our Exile. He is with
us in Exile, experiencing it together with us.

5. The fact that G-d is so intrinsically connected with us and present in our lives is the
Jewish antidote to loneliness, as we are never alone. G-d is always right there by our
side, a true “friend.”






