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HOLY LAND, HOLY PEOPLE

Our Connection to Israel Is Sacred



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Devarim

On the first of Shevat
(thirty-seven days before
his passing), Moses begins
his repetition of the Torah
to the assembled Children
of Israel, reviewing the
events that occurred and
the laws that were given in
the course of their forty-
year journey from Egypt to
Mount Sinai to the Promised
Land; rebuking the people
for their failings and
iniquities; and enjoining
them to keep the Torah and
observe its commandments
in the Land that G-d is
giving them as an eternal
heritage, into which they
shall cross after Moses’s
death.

Moses recalls his
appointment of judges and
magistrates to ease his
burden of meting out justice
to the people and teaching
them the word of G-d; the
journey from Mount Sinai
through the great and
fearsome desert; and the
sending of the spies and the
people’s subsequent
spurning of the Promised
Land, so that G-d decreed
that the entire generation of
the Exodus would die out in
the desert. “Also against
me,” says Moses, “was G-d
angry for your sake, saying,
‘You, too, shall not go in
there.”

Moses also recounts some
more recent events: the
refusal of the nations of
Mo’ab and Ammon to allow
the Israelites to pass
through their countries; the
wars against the Emorite
kings Sihon and Og, and the
settlement of their lands by
the tribes of Reuben and
Gad and part of the tribe of
Manasseh; and Moses’s
message to his successor,
Joshua, who will succeed
him in taking the Land and
lead them in the battles for
its conquest: “Fear them
not [in these battles], for
the L-rd your G d, He shall
fight for you.”
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1. These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel
on that side of the Jordan in the desert, in the plain
opposite the Sea of Reeds, between Paran and Tofel
and Lavan and Hazeroth and Di Zahav.

2. “It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by way of
Mount Se’ir to Kadesh Barne’a.”

3. It came to pass in the fortieth year, in the
eleventh month, on the first of the month, that
Moses spoke to the Children of Israel according to
all that the L-rd had commanded him regarding
them.

4. After he had smitten Sihon, king of the Amorites,
who dwelt in Heshbon, and Og, king of the Bashan,
who dwelt in Ashtaroth in Edre’i.

5. On that side of the Jordan, in the land of Mo’ab,
Moses commenced and explained this law, saying,
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6. “G-d spoke to us in Horeb, saying, ‘You have
dwelt long enough at this mountain.

7. ““Turn and journey, and come to the mountain of
the Amorites and to all its neighboring places, in the
plain, on the mountain, and in the lowland, and in
the south and by the seashore, the land of the
Canaanites, and the Lebanon, until the great river,
the Euphrates River.

8. “See, | have set the land before you; come and
possess the land that G-d swore to your
forefathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to
give to them and their descendants after them.””
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Rashi, Deuteronomy 1:6
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“You have dwelt long enough.” He has given you much greatness
and reward for having dwelt at this mountain—you made a
Tabernacle, a menorah, and the other sacred vessels of the
Temple; you received the Torah; you appointed courts and
hierarchies of leaders.



QUESTION

Why didn’t the Jewish nation enter Israel as

quickly as possible, and then take care of
everything else?
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Genesis 10:5
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From these, the islands of the nations
separated in their lands, each one to their
language, according to their families, in their
nations.
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Exodus 19:6

And you shall be to Me a kingdom of

princes and a holy nation.




ANSWER

The Jewish nation had to develop and fortify their

own holiness in order to withstand surrounding
influences.
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Leviticus 19:2

You shall be holy, for | [G-d] am holy.
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“You shall be holy.” Why? For | have attached you to My hip, as the verse
states, “As the belt is attached to the hip of man” (Jeremiah 13:11).
Therefore, “You shall be holy, for I, G-d, am holy.” G-d told the Jewish
people, “I am not like a human king. An ordinary person is not allowed to
carry the king’s name. . .. By contrast, G-d is called holy, as the verse
states, ‘Holy, holy, holy, the L-rd of Hosts’ (Isaiah 6:3), and ‘For the L-rd of
Hosts is holy’ (Psalms 99:9). The Jewish people are also called ‘holy,” as the
verse states, ‘You shall be holy.””







TEXT 7

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 24, p. 16
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The main component of a “holy nation” is, as the verse states,
“You shall be holy, for | [G-d] am holy.” A nation must be holy
because G-d, Who is holy, is present in their midst. The
Jewish nation made a Mishkan—Tabernacle [lit., “a dwelling
place”] so that there would be a fixed location for G-d’s holy
presence.
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Numbers 15:40

So that you shall remember and
perform all My commandments and
you shall be holy to your G-d.
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A popular idea teaches that the holiness of the Jewish nation hinges upon the
mitzvot. This is the meaning of the statement of the Sifrei on the verse, ““You shall
be holy’—this refers to the holiness of mitzvot.”

The commandments are the primary source of our holiness, and it is for this
reason that our sages instituted the blessing “Who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us to [perform a given mitzvah].” It is because
of the mitzvot that the Jewish nation was branded a “holy nation” at Mount Sinai,
as the verse states, “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of princes and a holy
nation” (Exodus 19:6).
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The [members of the] Supreme Sanhedrin in Jerusalem
are the primary arbiters of the Oral Law. They are the
pillars of instruction from whom statutes and
judgments issued forth for the entire Jewish people.
Concerning them, the Torah states, “You shall do
according to the laws that they shall instruct you . ..”
(Deuteronomy 17:11). This is a positive commandment.

If a doubt arose in a Jew’s mind over any law, he or
she would inquire of the court in their city. If the
[court] knew, they would answer. If not, the questioner
and that court or its agents ascended to Jerusalem
and asked the court that held sessions on the Temple
Mount. If they knew, they would answer; if they did not
know, everyone would come to the court that held
sessions at the entrance to the Temple courtyard. If
they knew, they would answer; if they did not know,
everyone would come to the Chamber of Hewn Stone,
to the Supreme Sanhedrin, and present the question.
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If the matter that was unresolved by all the others was
known to the Supreme Sanhedrin—either as part of
the Oral Tradition or because of its derivation through
the principles of exegesis—they would relate the
decision immediately. If, however, the decision was
unclear to the Supreme Sanhedrin, they would
deliberate about the matter at that time and debate it
back and forth until they reached a unanimous
decision, or until a vote was taken. In such a situation,
they followed the majority and then told all the
questioners, “This is the Halachah.”
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Zechariah 2:16

And G-d shall inherit Judah as His
portion in the holy ground, and shall
choose Jerusalem again.
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Joshua 5:15

And the captain of G-d’s host said to
Joshua, “Remove your shoes from your feet,

for the place on which you stand—it is holy.”
And Joshua did so.
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Rabbi Yeshayahu Halevi
Horowitz, Shenei Luchot
Haberit, Exodus 3:5
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One should learn from here that when a person is
in a holy place, they should adopt holy practices.

The holier the place, the more holy practices one

should adopt.
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The Jewish people were thinking to enter the Land immediately.
Moses said to them, “You are thinking to inherit the Land? Keep
the way of the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is stated (Psalms
37:34), ‘Look to G-d and keep to His way, and He will raise you
high that you may inherit the Land; when the wicked are cut off,
you shall see it.”” . .. The Holy One, blessed be He, says, “Let the
people of Israel who have come to be My portion inherit the Land
that has come to be My portion.”
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Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
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When one doesn’t accept Jewish proofs that the Land of Israel is
the Holy Land, we can tell them to travel around the world and
ask any of the nations of the world what this land is called, and
they will discover that every nation refers to it in their language
as a “holy land,” whether it is in English, in Russian, etc., etc.
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All Jewish people are the inheritors of the
entire Torah, which includes the verse, “Your
locks are iron and copper” (Deuteronomy
33:25). As such, every single Jew possesses
the ability to influence the security of the
Land of Israel and to create “locks of iron and
copper” for its protection.

Even if one is very far away from lIsrael, they
still have the responsibility to care for its
security, as the Land of Israel is the eternal
birthright of every Jew.
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Practically, this means that when any Jew—
even a young child—studies Torah and
observes mitzvot, they create “iron and copper
locks” for the entire Jewish nation (being that
all Jews are interconnected). In other words,
when one studies Torah and performs mitzvot,
they secure the Land of Israel with “locks of
iron and copper” against any adversary.
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When a Jew increases their study of Torah
and observance of commandments, G-d—the
Commander-in-chief of the Jewish nation—
collects all the Torah and mitzvot and puts
them in “storage,” and subsequently
distributes them wherever they are needed.
Thus, in any place where there are Jews,
these Torah and mitzvot create “iron and
copper locks” for their protection.







KEY POINTS

1. After the Jews left Egypt, they did not even attempt to enter Israel before they received
the Torah, built the Mishkan, and established courts.

2. It was important to establish our identity as a holy nation before entering the Holy
Land.

3. Holiness is sensitive; it must be cultivated with care.
4. The Land of Israel is inherently holy.
5. When we act as a holy nation, we demonstrate to the world that the Holy Land is ours.

6. When we act as a holy nation, we draw blessings for protection to the Holy Land.
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