M TORAH

STUDIES

TETZAVEH

FARBRENGENS: WHERE HEAVEN MEETS EARTH
Lscovering the soirtual magic of (hasidic gatherings



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Tetzaveh

G-d tells Moses to receive
from the Children of Israel
pure olive oil to feed the
“everlasting flame” of the
menorah, which Aaron is to
kindle each day, “from
evening till morning.”

The priestly garments, to be
worn by the Kohanim (priests)
while serving in the sanctuary,
are described. All Kohanim
wore: 1) the ketonet—a full-
length linen tunic; 2)
michnasayim—Iinen breeches;
3) a mitznefet or migbaat—a
linen turban; and 4) an
avnet—a long sash wound

above the waist.

In addition, the Kohen Gadol
(High Priest) wore: 5) the
efod—an apron-like garment
made of blue-, purple-, and
red-dyed wool, linen, and
gold thread; 6) the choshen—
a breastplate containing
twelve precious stones
inscribed with the names of
the twelve tribes of Israel; 7)
the me’il—a cloak of blue
wool with gold bells and
decorative pomegranates on
its hem; and 8) the tzitz—a
golden plate worn on the
forehead, bearing the

inscription “Holy to G-d.”

Tetzaveh also includes G-d's
detailed instructions for the
seven-day initiation of Aaron
and his four sons—Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar—
into the priesthood, and for
the making of the golden altar
on which the ketoret (incense)
was burned.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

Does Jewish practice inspire you?

f yes, can you zero in on precisely
what you find inspirational?



RASHI RULES

1.

Rashi takes it as a given that the Torah never
repeats itself. Rashi will therefore explain any
apparent redundancy.

If Rashi’'s commentary fails to explain an
apparent redundancy, we must reexamine his
words. If we haven't found it, we have yet to
understand Rashi’'s comment.
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38. And this is what you shall offer upon the altar: lambs in
their first year, two a day, continually.

39. The one lamb you shall offer up in the morning and the
other lamb you shall offer up in the afternoon. . . .

42. 1t shall be a continual burnt offering for your generations,
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting before G-d, where | will
arrange meetings with you, to speak to you there.

43. There | will arrange meetings with the Children of Israel,
and it will be sanctified by My glory.

44. | will sanctify the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and | will
sanctify Aaron and his sons to serve Me [as kohanim—priests].

45. | will dwell in the midst of the Children of Israel and | will
be their G-d.

46. They will know that | am their G-d, Who brought them out
of the land of Egypt in order that | may dwell in their midst; |
am their G-d.
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"“Where | will arrange meetings with you": When |
arrange an appointment to speak with you, | will
arrange it there to come there.




73]173 An appointment with
mo’ed a time and place.

Tvin 2R

Ohel Mo’ed

An appointed place.
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Exodus 29:43

And | will arrange meetings there with
the Children of Israel.




TEXT 2B

Rashi, ad loc.
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"And | will arrange meetings there”: | will gather
with them to speak, like a king who appoints a
meeting place to talk with his subjects there.




QUESTION ON RASHI

In both passages, the Torah calls it a Tent
of Meeting to address the Jews.

Why doesn’t Rashi resolve the redundancy?



A SINGLE VARIATION

RASHI'S FIRST COMMENT

G-d appointed a
place to speak
the nation.

RASHI'S SECOND COMMENT

G-d appointed a
place to speak
the nation.
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When we say “speak with” it Is a

conversation: two speakers exchanging
words with each other.




TV
mo’ed

Refers to the place where
meetings are held.

Ty

mo’ed

Refers to the event—
the actual meeting,
or the



TEXT 4

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 31, p. 168
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The first passage’s words, “l will arrange a meeting” . . . refer to the appointment of a place: as
Onkelos translated it, a place dedicated and assigned to a specific purpose.

The second passage has a different meaning. [In this passage,] "I will arrange a meeting” means “I
will gather with them.” [The Tent of Meeting] is a house of gatherings where the nation comes
together.

This means that the title Tent of Meeting has two meanings: (A) an established, dedicated place
where G-d spoke to Moses, and (B) a gathering house for the Jewish people.



Who were the Jews
conversing with
when they gathered
in the Tabernacle?
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Numbers 10:3

And the entire nation will gather before
you at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.




The gatherings were organized
and attended by G-d. It was a
place where G-d came to
farbreng with the Jews, not just
a place where Jews came to
farbreng with each other.




TEXT 6

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 31, p. 168
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Rashi adds the words, “I will gather with them to speak” because this
passage states, "l [G-d] will arrange meetings there.” This means that
it is not just a gathering house for Jews to meet each other. It is a
place where G-d spends time with the people.

Therefore, Rashi had to specify how G-d bonds with the nation in this
place. The answer is through speech.



in

mo’ed

Meeting Place Until

SECOND PASSAGE

mo’ed

Gathering Gathering
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2. Who is this who gives dark counsel, with words,
without knowledge?

3. Now gird your loins like a man, and | will ask
you, and [you] tell Me:

4. Where were you when | founded the Earth? Tell
me if you understand.

5. Who placed its measures, if you know, or who
extended a line over it?

6. On what were its sockets sunk, or who laid its
cornerstone? . ..

8. And [who] shut up the sea with doors when it
broke forth and issued from its womb? . . .

11. "And said, "Until here you may come but no
further, and here [your strength] shall place your
waves with pride.”




Just as the sea meets the
shore but goes no further,
our understanding of G-d
has limits—His ways remain
beyond our grasp, yet they
are still absolute truth.
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Darkness, cloud, and fog surround Him, as the passage states, “He made darkness His
hiding place, His pavilion round about Him; the darkness of waters, thick clouds of the
skies” (Psalms 18:12).

But is there darkness before G-d? Is it not written, “He reveals deep and secret things,
He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him" (Daniel 2:22)?

This is not a question. One passage refers to the inner houses [where there is light],
and the other refers to the outer houses [where there is darkness].




We stand at the boundary of
the Ohel Mo'ed, the appointed
place of meeting, where we
encounter G-d but cannot fully
grasp His infinite essence.







ad ed
Until Witness
The Ohel Mo’ed served as a to G-d’s presence,

testifying to what we could not see, much like a witness
conveys truth to a judge.
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Rabbi Sheshes asked, [the passage states],
[The priest] will set up [the candles] outside
the curtain of testimony (Leviticus 24:3). Does
G-d require light? Did the Jews not travel forty
years in the desert to G-d's light?

Rather, [these candles] testify to all citizens of
the world that the Divine presence dwells
among lIsrael.

What is the nature of this testimony?

Rav explained it refers to the westernmost
candle. It was filled with the same measure of
oil as the others, yet [it burned longer than the
others]. With it, the priest would kindle the
other candles, and with it, he would conclude.







DUAL DYNAMICS IN THE HOLY HOUSE

A. Awe and Humility - It was G-d's home,
where He remained abstract and
unknowable, requiring faith in His presence.

B. Sense of Connection — Through daily
miracles, one could develop a conviction
and awareness of His presence.
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TEXT 10A

Rabbi Yaakov Ben
Asher, Sefer Baal
Haturim,
Deuterono my 6:4
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The large letters ayin and daled spell

t
t

ne word ed—witness. This alludes to

ne passage, “And you are My

witnesses, says G-d” (Isalah 43:12).
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Ramban,
Deuteronomy 6:20
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Some commandments are testimonials because
they remember His wonders and testify to
them. These include matzah, sukkah, paschal
lamb, Shabbat, tefilin, and mezuzah.
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TEXT NA

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat

Menachem 5745:2, p.
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The primary purpose of a farbrengen can be understood
through the verse: "Can two walk together unless they have
met?” [Amos 3:3]. The deeper intent of such gatherings is to
strengthen the bond with Hashem through increasing in the
study of Torah and the observance of mitzvot, fulfilling the ideal
of “and | will meet with you there.”



TEXT 11B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Letter
Dated 25th of Elul,
5733 [September
22, 1973],
www.chabad.org/

1244711

The purpose of a Chassidic farbrengen is [for the
participants] to encourage each other in Torah

learning, the fulfillment of the Mitzvot with

Hiddur [beauty], and the spreading of Yiddishkeit

Oro
res

Judaism] in general. This includes, of course, the

oer conduct in matters of Derech Eretz
nect and proper manners] and good Midot

‘character traits].



one of the primary
elements of a farbrengen
is the camaraderie—not
just gathering, but
uplifting each other
through life's challenges.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5747:1,
pp. 576-577
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The concept of a farbrengen doesn’t apply to an individual—it requires at least
two people, as reflected in the verse: “Can two walk together unless they have
met?” (Amos 3:3). The purpose of a farbrengen is for one person to help and
support the other—"Each shall help his friend” (Isaiah 41:6)—to strengthen
and encourage each other in all areas of Judaism: Torah, mitzvot, and even the
wellsprings of Chasidus.



TEXT 12B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5711:3,
p. 162
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It is worthwhile and proper to hold a Chasidic farbrengen,

conducted with love, unity, and joy. Through a farbrengen,
much more can be accomplished than what an individual

sitting alone with a book can achieve.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Igrot
Kodesh 11, p. 401
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The purpose of a farbrengen is to inspire involvement in Torah and
mitzvot with vitality, joy, and a sense of reflection and contrition
combined. At the same time, it reflects the truth of the sages’
teaching: “Great is a shared drink, for it fosters closeness” (Eruvin 65b),
though naturally, this must be approached with appropriate caution.






TEXT 14

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat

Menachem 5747:1,

p. 577
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A farbrengen is connected with the concept of sharing a
drink, as expressed in the saying: “Great is a shared drink,
for it fosters closeness” (Eruvin 65b). This closeness is not

only among those participating in the farbrengen but also
between them and our Father in Heaven.



TEXT 15

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5721, p. 243
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The Rebbe would say that there is no true interruption
between one farbrengen and the next—Heaven forbid.
It is merely a pause in the meantime, allowing for rest so
that the next farbrengen can be conducted with
renewed energy and joy.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5744:4, p.
2229, Parshat Pinchas

WNTW DI PRI DI
DY RPN ,NITYNNT? MK
- NP2 DAWR TR T

PV LT OIPT AR OIPT
77 ...12071 o0 102 R 17
TNIR AW 7Y 1PNRa? 10
,7277R 077 L 2mTvnnah

WP P23 DR NNoY oY
,2nPn 9o DY o ningT by
0°1W° 17 - 2NIWH 27NWH
SNaslatakinialalakiakmhi Ralslahli/za
770 MIYNNAY 1090w 07
9217 P12 on aw 770 OX
1779 - IRD ORI ,20I7 - 1Wn
JIT2 KXY ,2N097 70N

There are some who wait to be invited to a
farbrengen, and not just by anyone—they expect to
be summoned by the most important emissaries, the
likes of the elders of Mo'av and Midian, with
promises of a house full of silver and gold! But why
wait for someone to invite you to a farbrengen? On
the contrary, you should be the one to take the
initiative—travel far and wide, knock on the doors of
everyone in the community, and awaken them from
their slumber: Awaken, you sleepers, from your sleep,
and you slumberers, from your stupor!

Even if there isn't someone there who can lead or
speak, it doesn’t matter. Read aloud from a written
text, share a teaching, or do whatever is necessary.
The main thing is to inspire and ensure that the
farbrengen happens!
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Igrot
Kodesh 10, p. 199
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The impact of a farbrengen should
be evident for weeks and even
months afterward.
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Thank you for the good news about the farbrengen. The
main focus, however, is the inspiration it brings to the
days following the farbrengen. Certainly, those who have
the ability are ensuring that this inspiration translates into
action, even during the mundane days of the week.






KEY POINTS

1.

The Tabernacle is called a Tent of Meeting in two consecutive passages. Yet
their meaning is different: one is about G-d addressing the nation, and the
other is about G-d and the people conversing with one another.

The Mishkan was the meeting place with G-d because it was also a place of
testimony, as in the word ed—also associated with mo’ed.

Though the Jews couldn’t actually see G-d there, they could feel His presence
by way of the miracles there, which bore witness to the reality of His existence.

We, too, have the opportunity to farbreng with G-d through constant
observance of mitzvot that make His presence palpable in our lives.

A Chasidic farbrengen replicates the original farbrengen in that it's designed
to bring us closer to G-d and is a critical plank in the Chasidic way of life.
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