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PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Vayakhel

Moses assembles the people
of Israel and reiterates to
them the commandment to
observe the Shabbat. He then
conveys G-d's instructions
regarding the making of the
Mishkan (Tabernacle). The
people donate the required
materials in abundance,
bringing gold, silver, and
copper; blue-, purple-, and
red-dyed wool; goat hair;
spun linen; animal skins;
wood; olive olil; herbs; and
precious stones. Moses has to
tell them to stop giving.

A team of wise-hearted
artisans makes the Mishkan
and its furnishings (as detailed
in the previous Torah readings
of Terumah, Tetzaveh, and Ki
Tisa): three layers of roof
coverings; forty-eight gold-
plated wall panels, and one
hundred silver foundation
sockets; the parochet (veil)
that separates between the
Sanctuary’s two chambers and
the masach (screen) in front of
it; the ark and its cover with
the cherubim; the table and its
showbread; the seven-
branched menorah with its

specially prepared oil; the
golden altar and the incense
burned on it; the anointing olil;
the outdoor altar for burnt
offerings and all its
implements; the hangings,
posts, and foundation sockets
for the courtyard; and the
basin and its pedestal, made
out of copper mirrors.




RASHI RULES

1. Rashi's interpretation is basic and uncomplicated. If an interpretation
Is complex and complicated, while valid, it's not Rashi’s approach.

2. Rashi expects his explanations to be understood directly from his
own words, without relying on additional ideas or commentary
unless clearly hinted at within the text.

3. Rashi's words are concise and precise. He doesn’t expect students to
consult other books but does expect them to carefully read every
word. Often, rereading reveals the solution.



s religion the ultimate
guide to spirituality, or can
spirituality thrive beyond
religious boundaries?




TEXT 1

Exodus 35:1-11
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1. Moses called the whole community of the
Children of Israel to assemble, and he said to
them: “These are the things that G-d
commanded to make.

2. "Six days work may be done, but on the
seventh day you shall have sanctity, a day of
complete rest to G-d; whoever performs work on
this day shall be put to death.

3. "You shall not kindle fire in any of your
dwelling places on the Sabbath day.”

4. And Moses spoke to the entire community of
the Children of Israel, saying: “This is the word
that G-d has commanded to say:

5. “Take from yourselves an offering for G-d;
every generous-hearted person shall bring it,
namely G-d's offering: gold, silver, and copper;
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6. "And blue, purple, and crimson wool;
and linen and goat hair;

7. "And ram skins dyed red, tachash skins,
and acacia wood;

8. "And oil for lighting, and spices for the
anointing oil and for the incense;

9. "And shoham stones and filling stones
for the ephod and for the breastplate.

10. “And every wise-hearted person
among you shall come and make
everything that G-d has commanded:

11. "The Mishkan, its tent and its cover, its
clasps and its planks, its bars, its pillars,
and its sockets.”







TEXT 2

Rashi, Exodus 35:2
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“Six days”: He first mentioned to them the
admonition of Shabbat, before commanding them
about the works of the Mishkan, saying, in effect,
that the Mishkan does not override Shabbat.
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QUESTION ON RASHI

How can Rashi derive that Shabbat overrides the
building of the Mishkan from their order here,
when last week's reversed order taught the same?



TEXT 3A

Exodus 31:12-15
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12. G-d spoke to Moses, saying:

13. “And you, speak to the Children of Israel
and say: ‘Only keep My Shabbats! For it is a
sign between Me and you for your generations,
to know that |, G-d, make you holy.

14. “Therefore, keep the Shabbat, for it is a
sacred thing for you. Those who desecrate it
shall be put to death, for whoever performs
work on it, that soul will be cut off from the
midst of its people.

15. "'Six days work may be done, but on the
seventh day is a Shabbat of complete rest, holy
to G-d; whoever performs work on the Shabbat
day shall be put to death.”




TEXT 3B

Rashi, Exodus 31:13
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‘Only keep My Shabbats!”: You must still keep My Shabbat. Though
you may be preoccupied in the rush of the work of the Mishkan,
nevertheless, Shabbat should not be set aside on its account. This is
indicated by the fact that every time the Hebrew words ach or rak
("but” or "only”) appear they serve the function of limiting or

excluding. In our case, “only” excludes the day of Shabbat from the
instruction to work on the Mishkan.




QUESTION ON THE SCRIPTURE

Why did Moses switch the order of
instructions from how G-d said it to him?



TEXT 4

Rabbi Shlomo

Ephraim Luntshitz,

Keli Yakar, Exodus
35:2
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Why did Moses change the order? G-d
Instructed him about constructing the
Mishkan first, but he stated Shabbat first.



RASHI RULES

1. Rashi’s interpretation is basic and uncomplicated. If an interpretation
Is complex and complicated, while valid, it's not Rashi’s approach.

2. Rashi expects his explanations to be understood directly from his
own words, without relying on additional ideas or commentary
unless clearly hinted at within the text.



TEXT 5

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot, vol. 26, p. 256

XTI TR 71330 R PR 7707 2V W90 1957 12000V URT VMW ,200YD 110 DTYVIYA N
031 ,W0IYN (PODIRY) YI1T 11D WD NIND PIVWIRD JWIVR ORT "RIPN? wnt 127
JIT 9V IR NH0IT 1OP POTIDINT

P9y VIVTWIRD U7 "7 WM TR XD RIPW Y0173 K TR T 117712 TR 0792
93 5y MY WD W I0IWH2) VI WA IR TART X 12007 11 A1IRDY PR .2°%17°N
AW ORI YYD 77 11D 195¥M U1 LART IR AMO X IR ,27R2 P0YOK 07 (2018

IR VYl

As discussed a number of times, Rashi wrote his Torah commentary in such a way that
even a beginner student can understand his intention from his brief words, without
requiring additional elaboration.

In our case there is a complex back and forth in the commentaries on Rashi, and various
resolutions are offered for our questions. But it doesn’t seem logical to assume that Rashi
indeed had one of the explanations offered in mind but didn’t indicate to us which one
he adopts.



RASHI RULES

3. Rashi's words are concise and precise. He doesn't
expect students to consult other books but does
expect them to carefully read every word. Often,
rereading reveals the solution.
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ANSWER

Moshe wasn't teaching the Jews the basic law that constructing
the Mishkan doesn’t override Shabbat.

He was simply what the people already knew:
Mishkan construction doesn’t override Shabbat. The order of the
topics is not instructive. Rashi isn't talking about that here.



TEXT 6A

Rashi, Exodus 30:16
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After Yom Kippur, G-d forgave the Jewish
people for the Sin of the Golden Calf, and
they were then given the command regarding
the construction of the Mishkan.



TEXT 6B

Rashi, Exodus 33:11
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On the tenth of the month of Tishrei, G-d forgave the
Jewish people happily and wholeheartedly. He told
Moses, “I have forgiven,” and gave him the second set of
Tablets. Moses then descended the mountain and gave
the people the commandment to construct the Mishkan.







TEXT 7A

Exodus 38:21
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These are the numbers of the Mishkan, the Mishkan
of the Testimony, which were counted at Moses's
command; this was the work of the Levites under the
direction of Itamar, the son of Aaron the Kohen.
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Rashi, ad loc.

“The Mishkan of the Testimony”: The Mishkan
was testimony for the Jewish people that G-d had
forgiven them for the act of the Golden Calf. This

was evidenced by the fact that G-d had rested His
Presence among them.




TEXT 8

Rabbi Yehudah Loew,
Gur Aryeh, ad loc.
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The existence of the Divine Presence among the Jewish
people is testimony that they had been forgiven. No one
dwells with someone they hate, only with their loving
friends. Everyone rejects their haters. This is why the
Mishkan was testimony that G-d had forgiven their sin.






TEXT 9

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot, vol. 26, pp.
258-9
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Knowing that G-d's Presence resting in the Mishkan bears witness that sinning with the
Golden Calf had been atoned for, the Jewish people would be (as they indeed should
be) rushing with great speed to complete the construction of the Mishkan, as this would
complete their atonement that had begun earlier.

It was, therefore, possible that their rush and speed would cause them to inadvertently
transgress and perform some of the work on Shabbat. This is why the Jewish people
needed to be cautioned, “Though you may be preoccupied in the rush of the work of
the Mishkan, nevertheless, Shabbat should not be set aside on its account.”



ANSWER

Moses switched the order of the commands
to place emphasis on the importance of not
working on Shabbat.
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Who knows that the spirit of humans
ascends On High, and the spirit of
animals descends below to the Earth?




TEXT 11

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson (compiler);

et al., Hayom Yom, 13
Shevat
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When Rabbi Shmuel Schneersohn was seven years old, his father, the
Tzemach Tzedek, once said to him:

G-d's dealt us humans a kindness by endowing us with the special
quality of being upright, to walk erectly. As such, though we are
terrestrial creatures, we see the Heavens. Not so with animals who go
on all fours; they see only the Earth.













TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5728:3,
pp. 139-140
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Today's youth are bold and defiant, not impressed
by anything—not the world, not their parents or
family, and not even by what they themselves
understood yesterday . . . Instead, they declare:
“Today we are free to do whatever we want.” We
can see the consequences of this attitude in recent
weeks, with protests, strikes, etc. Precisely because
of this attitude it is easier to bring them to the
true path of observing the Torah and mitzvot!

The guidance for all those who work with young
boys and girls is that they need to approach them
and say: Even though until now we haven't spoken
with you about the yoke of Torah and mitzvot—for
whatever reason—that was until now. But now, we
are telling you the truth: There is the Torah and
there are mitzvot—613 commandments! The
Torah and mitzvot must be fulfilled not just three
times a year but every single day of the year.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat

Menachem 5728:3,

pp. 139-140
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Precisely because of the youths' great
boldness—similar to the Jewish people as a
whole, who are described as “the boldest
among the nations"—it is possible to ask of
them immediate and complete acceptance
of the yoke of Torah and mitzvot.

When dealing with weak or average
students, matters of Torah and mitzvot need
to be approached gradually, step by step.
But when dealing with students who are
oblivious to outside pressure, unimpressed
by anything—not by their teacher, nor their
parents, etc.—this very trait should be
utilized to inform them about the yoke of all
613 mitzvot and ask them to accept it, with
the recognition that this is the path of truth.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat

Menachem 5728:3,

pp. 139-140
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When this is instilled in the youth, not only
will they themselves become observant of
Torah and mitzvot, but beyond that: because
they are not influenced by anyone and look
down on everyone else, they will influence
others as well. This will extend until they
transform the entire world to follow the
principles of justice, fairness, and
righteousness.







TEXT 13

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot, vol. 26, p. 261
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Our Torah portion relates how Moses relayed G-
d’'s commands to the Jewish people. G-d had
already told Moses that the Jewish people
needed to be cautioned not only about the
actual law that construction of the Mishkan
doesn’t override Shabbat, but they also needed
to be careful to avoid unintentionally breaking
the Shabbat, "though you may be preoccupied in
the rush of the work of the Mishkan.”

In order to address this need and ensure that the
people would always be cognizant that Shabbat
takes precedence over the construction of the
Mishkan, Moses relayed the command of
Shabbat first, before giving the instruction to
build the Mishkan. This would guarantee that
even as they rushed and hurried to build the
Mishkan, they wouldn't transgress G-d’s Shabbat.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Torat

Menachem 5729:4, pp.
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We live in a time when the youth are not waiting; they're crying out. Some do
so audibly, others with deep feeling; some articulate it clearly, others with the

silent language of anguish, like a person suffering from an iliness so deep that
they themselves do not even know how it manifests.

What is our obligation? We must approach them with the Torah of truth and
the Torah of life, and with the commandments of the Torah about which it is
said, "And you shall live by them.”



KEY POINTS

1.

The instruction to build the Mishkan is repeated twice in the Torah together with the
instruction to keep Shabbat, teaching us that the former doesn’t override the latter.

Rashi notes that Moses switched the order from how G-d instructed it, prefacing Shabbat
before the Mishkan.

Moses did so for the people: he knew they were eager to get the job done, so he
emphasized that Shabbat still comes first.

The Mishkan was a symbol of G-d’s forgiveness of the Jewish people’s terrible sin.
Spirituality is an innate human desire. Like any such desire, it must be guided and guarded.

By placing G-d and His Torah first—symbolized by “Shabbat”—we ensure that our spiritual
drive remains pure and holy and doesn’t go off the rails.






	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40

