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What Is Passover?

The eight-day festival of Passover is
celebrated in the early spring, from
the 15th through the 22nd of the
Hebrew month of Nisan. It
commemorates the emancipation
of the Israelites from slavery in
ancient Egypt. And, by following
the rituals of Passover, we have the
ability to relive and experience the
true freedom that our ancestors
gained.

The Story in a Nutshell

After many decades of slavery to
the Egyptian pharaohs, during
which time the Israelites were
subjected to backbreaking labor
and unbearable horrors, G-d saw
the people’s distress and sent
Moses to Pharaoh with a message:

“Send forth My people, so that they
may serve Me.” But despite
numerous warnings, Pharaoh
refused to heed G-d's command.
G-d then sent upon Egypt ten
devastating plagues, afflicting them
and destroying everything from
their livestock to their crops.

At the stroke of midnight of 15
Nisan in the year 2448 from
Creation (1313 BCE), G-d visited the
last of the ten plagues on the
Egyptians, killing all their firstborns.
While doing so, G-d spared the
Children of Israel, “passing over”
their homes—hence the name of
the holiday. Pharaoh’s resistance
was broken, and he virtually chased
his former slaves out of the land.
The Israelites left in such a hurry, in
fact, that the bread they baked as
provisions for the way did not have

time to rise. Six hundred thousand
adult males, plus many more
women and children, left Egypt on
that night and began the trek to
Mount Sinai and their birth as G-d’s
chosen people.

Passover Observances
Passover is divided into two parts:

The first two days and last two days
(the latter commemorating the
Splitting of the Red Sea) are full-
fledged holidays. Holiday candles
are lit at night, and Kiddush and
sumptuous holiday meals are
enjoyed on both sets of nights and
days. We don't go to work, drive,
write, or switch on or off electric
devices. We are permitted to cook
and to carry outdoors (except on
Shabbat).
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The middle four days are called
Chol Hamo'ed, semi-festive
“intermediate days,” when most
forms of work are permitted.

To commemorate the unleavened
bread that the Israelites ate when
they left Egypt, we don't eat—or
even retain in our possession—any
chametz from midday of the day
before Passover until the
conclusion of the holiday. Chametz
means leavened grain—any food or
drink that contains even a trace of
wheat, barley, rye, oats, spelt, or
their derivatives, and which wasn't

guarded from leavening or
fermentation. This includes bread,
cake, cookies, cereal, pasta, and
most alcoholic beverages.
Moreover, almost any processed

food or drink can be assumed to be
chametz unless certified otherwise.

Ridding our homes of chametz is
an intensive process. It involves a
full-out spring-cleaning, search-
and-destroy mission during the
weeks before Passover, and it
culminates with a ceremonial
search for chametz on the night
before Passover and then a
chametz-burning ceremony on the
morning before the holiday.
Chametz that cannot be disposed
of can be sold to a non-Jew for the
duration of the holiday.

Instead of chametz, we eat
matzah—flat unleavened bread. It
is a mitzvah to partake of matzah
on the two seder nights, and during

the rest of the holiday (except
Shabbat) it is optional.

The highlight of Passover is the
seder, observed on each of the first
two nights of the holiday. The seder
is a fifteen-step, family-oriented
tradition, and a ritual-packed feast.
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Even the most destitute Jew . . . shoulc
not be provided with less than four cups
of wine, even if they are being supplied
by the public food bank.




Drinking four cups of
wine Is an integral part
of the seder night.
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The sages instituted the drinking of four cups in the
manner of freedom, and they attached a mitzvah to be
performed with each one. ...

Over the fourth cup the leader of the seder recites the
complete Hallel and the blessing of the song at the
end of Hallel.

What is the “blessing of the song”? Rabbi Yehudah
said: It is the blessing that begins with the words, “They
shall praise You, L-rd, our G-d.” Rabbi Yochanan said
that one also recites the Nishmat prayer, beginning
with the words, “The breath of all living things.”

The sages taught in a Baraita: Over the fifth cup one
completes Hallel and recites the Great Hallel—this is
the opinion of Rabbi Tarfon.




THE FOUR CUPS

1. There are four cups, and we perform a
mitzvah with each one.

2. The mitzvah associated with the fourth
cup Is reciting Hallel.

3. Rabbi Tarfon’s opinion is that Hallel is
recited over a fifth cup.



TEXT 2

Rabbi Yosef Caro,
Shulchan Aruch,

X7 11X N101D VAN NN

20 KRR 1 NS

After the four cups, we are not allowed
to drink any more wine, only water.




THE TWO OPINIONS:

FOUR CUPS

We drink four cups of wine on the
seder night.

« Hallel is recited over the fourth cup.

THE PROBLEM

After the four cups, we are
not allowed to drink any
more wine, only water.

FIVE CUPS

«  We drink five cups of wine on the
seder night.

«  Hallel is recited over the fifth cup.

THE SOLUTION

We pour a fifth cup
but we do not drink it.
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Some say teiku (IP'N) is an acronym for the
Hebrew phrase, “NI'V2N| NI'WP YIN! 2WN
Elijah will resolve questions and problems.”




TEXT 4

Rabbi Eliyahu of
Vilna, cited in Ta’amei
Haminhagim, Inyanei
Pesach 551 t

,X°237 37798 DU 013 IR PRIIPY Wm0 019 Paring agint oy
RN2777 RPOOX 7] ,°U1 11 019 P28 OX RI2 RONDD RKT 2N
LNIR 7PRIY PR POR7 01T TATIN 12 2V DT 102N WIPR RiW

31 P90 03 NIRRT 92 177207 18122 02 L3P DY 012 IR PRI

The following is why it is customary to pour a fifth cup, which we call Elijah’s
Cup. There is a Talmudic dispute as to whether we ought to drink a fifth cup at
the seder. The final ruling was never issued, so Elijah will resolve this question
when he arrives. Because there is a doubt about this matter, we pour the fifth
cup but do not drink it. We call it Elijah’s Cup to indicate that when he comes,
this doubt, among all others, will be resolved.




QUESTION

Why do we pour only one Elijah's Cup
for the entire table? If it's like the other

four cups, each participant should pour
a fifth cup for themselves.



ANSWER

Elijah’s Cup Is a relatively recent innovation,
iIntroduced into the seder in the spirit of this night’s
theme of Messianic anticipation. The point isn't to
drink the cup, but to let Elijah come and do so.
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Behold, | am sending to you Elijah the
Prophet before the day of G-d comes.




Elijah: The heralder of
the coming of Mashiach.
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‘I will remember My covenant with Jacob” (Leviticus 26:42).

The name “Yaakov” is written in full [i.e., with a vav], in five places in
Scripture, and the name Elijah is written defectively [without a vav], in
five places in Scripture. Jacob took a letter ["vav"] from the name of

Elijah as security, to guarantee that he would come and herald the
Redemption of his [Jacob's] children.



The night of Passover,
the anniversary of our
first redemption from
Egypt, Is an especially
auspicious time for

the final Redemption.
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In the month of Nisan we were redeemed [from Egypt], and in
Nisan we will be redeemed again.

How do we know this? For the verse states regarding Passover
eve, "It is a night of anticipation for G-d” (Exodus 12:42). This
means that it's a night that has been anticipated since the Six
Days of Creation as the date of the final Redemption.
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In numerous places, it is customary to
leave the doors unlocked on Passover eve.
For “in the month of Nisan we were
redeemed [from Egypt], and in Nisan we
will be redeemed again.” As it says, “Itis a
night of anticipation for G-d,” which
means “a night that has been anticipated
since the Six Days of Creation as the date
of the final Redemption.” If Elijah indeed
arrives, he will find an open door, and we
will be able to go out to greet him quickly.
Indeed, we believe that he will arrive. . ..

It is customary in our regions to pour one
additional cup. We call it “Elijah’s Cup.”







QUESTION

If there is a strong Talmud-based argument for a
fifth cup at the seder, why was the custom of
Elijah’s Cup only introduced recently in Ashkenazi
regions? Why didn’t Jews adopt it earlier?
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If the early generations are characterized as sons of angels, we
are the sons of men. And if the early generations are
characterized as the sons of men, we are akin to donkeys. And
this is not referring to the [extraordinarily intelligent] donkeys of
Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa or the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben
Yair; rather, we are akin to regular donkeys.
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Rabbi Yochanan said: The hearts [i.e., the wisdom] of the
early sages were as wide as the doorway to the Entrance
Hall of the Temple [which was twenty by forty cubits], and
the hearts of the later sages were like the doorway to the
Sanctuary [which was ten by twenty cubits]. And we—our
hearts are like the eye of a fine needle.
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From the time the Temple was destroyed, our spirit
departed us: our crowning glory was lost, leaving us
as mere bodies without souls. Our exile to foreign
lands was like a grave for us, as we were surrounded
by worms and had no way to save ourselves from the
idolaters who devoured our flesh.

Groups of scholars and great academies persisted for
a time, until the flesh decayed, and the bones were
scattered further and further. Even then, the bones
remained, for the Torah scholars of Israel upheld the
body. But eventually, the bones too, decayed, leaving
behind only a spoonful of decomposed bone dust,
“For our soul is cast down to the dust” (Psalms 44:26).

Now we await the Resurrection of the Dead, as the
verse states, "Arise, shake yourselves off from the
dust” (Isaiah 52:2), and “May a spirit from above be
poured upon us” (Isaiah 32:15).




ANSWER

Because we're on a lower level, we're the ones who
iInnovated the fifth Cup of Elijah in anticipation of
Mashiach. While our spiritual state is low, our lack
of sophistication fosters a unique simplicity and
sincerity that makes it easier to be truly genuine.
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Despite the fact that we are living in the
final era before the Coming of the Messiah,
and the souls diminish in every passing
generation, our hearts should not falter.

Consider what happened to our ancestors
during their exile—it was specifically during
exile that they attained all the greatest
levels of holiness, for such is the Divine Will.

| heard in the name of the holy rebbe, Reb
Simchah Bunim of Peshischa, of blessed
memory, that although the souls diminish in
greatness with each passing generation,
nevertheless, the inner core of the heart
becomes progressively purer.
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How can we say that our generation is so
deeply related to the Redemption? Didn't
our sages teach, “If the early generations
are like angels, we are like humans?” Is
our generation the most worthy?

Furthermore, how can one claim that a
single action alone can trigger the future
Redemption? Seemingly, tipping the
scale by a miniscule difference shouldn't
be able to effect such a change as the
complete and true Redemption.

We can answer this question based on
the parable given in Jewish ethical works,
about a dwarf standing on a giant’s
shoulders. Although the dwarf is small, by
standing on the giant’s shoulders, they
are able to see farther than the giant.
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This applies to our generation. The earlier
generations are comparable to the
“giant"—the “earlier ones are like angels.”
Our generation, on the other hand, is
comparable to the “dwarf.” Nevertheless,
since all of our generation’s work (“the
dwarf") builds upon the labor of the
earlier generations (“on the shoulders of
the giant”), it is specifically the efforts of
our generation that can bring about the
future Redemption. As our sages have
stated, “The task is attributed only to the
one who completes it.”




The custom of Elijah’s
Cup was only recently
instituted because our
generation is the one
of redemption.
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The belief in Mashiach’s coming is present in
every Jew, as “all Jews are believers, the children
of believers.” Regardless of the level of Divine
service we have attained with our conscious self,
we constantly possess—openly, or at least in the
inner depths of our soul—faith in the Coming of
the Mashiach. And not only faith that he will
eventually come, but also actual anticipation of
his arrival. We all possess this faith because this
is a Divine commandment stated in both the
Written Torah and the Oral Torah.

Moreover, the closer we find ourselves to the
time of Mashiach, the stronger and brighter this
faith grows among the Jewish people. This is
why it is specifically in the later generations that
the custom of pouring an additional cup called
“the Cup of Elijah the Prophet” has been
revealed and spread.




It’s precisely because of
our simplicity that we
hold a unique power to
pave the way for
ultimate Redemption.




KEY POINTS

1. There's a custom to pour a fifth cup at the seder and not to drink it, called “Elijah’s Cup.”

2. Some explain that this is to satisfy conflicting Talmudic opinions about a fifth
cup, and it's named after Elijah who will one day resolve all disputes.

3. This explanation doesn't satisfy the reality that we pour only one cup for all
seder attendees.

4. Elijah’s primary role is heralder of the Redemption.

5. Others explain that this cup is in anticipation of the Redemption, something
with which the seder night is uniquely associated.

6. Despite our generation’s simplicity, our sincere and unpretentious efforts
have a unique power to pave the way for ultimate Redemption.
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