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On the eighth day,
following the seven days
of their inauguration,
Aaron and his sons
begin to officiate as
Kohanim (priests): a fire
issues forth from G-d to

consume the offerings
on the altar, and the
Divine Presence comes
to dwell in the Sanctuary.

Aaron’s two elder sons,
Nadab and Abihu, offer
a "strange fire before

G-d, which He
commanded them not,”
and they die before G-d.
Aaron is silent in the face
of his tragedy. Moses
and Aaron subsequently
disagree as to a point of
law regarding the
offerings, but Moses
concedes to Aaron that
Aaron is in the right.

G-d commands the
kosher laws, identifying
the animal species

permissible and
forbidden for
consumption. Land
animals may be eaten
only if they have split
hooves and also chew
their cud; fish must have
fins and scales; a list of
nonkosher birds is given;
and a list of kosher
insects (four types of
locusts) is given.







RASHI RULE

Rashi only comments to resolve a basic
difficulty in the biblical text. We likely missed

the difficulty if the text seems self-explanatory
and Rashi comments anyway.
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Leviticus 10:1-2

1. Aaron'’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, each took his pan, put fire
in it, and placed incense upon the flame. Thus, they offered fire
that was foreign [to G-d because] He had not commanded

them to bring it.

2. And a fire emerged from before G-d and consumed them.
And they died before G-d.







TEXT 1B

Ibid., 10:13
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Eat [the offerings] in a holy place because it is
your portion and your sons' portion from the
G-dly flames [on the altar], for so | was
commanded.






TEXT 2A

Ibid.,, 10:16-18
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16. Moses thoroughly investigated [what had happened to] the he-
goat sin offering and discovered that it had been burned. He was
angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s surviving sons, saying:

17. "Why did you not eat the sin offering in the sacred place?

18."...You should have eaten it in a holy place as | instructed.”
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And Aaron spoke to Moses: “But today, did [my sons]
offer up their sin and burnt offerings before G-d?
[They did not; | did.] Would G-d be pleased with me if

| ate a sin offering today despite these tragic events
that befell me?”
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Ibid., 10:20

Moses heard [this], and it pleased him.




AARONS DEFENSE

“We were instructed to partake
in the inaugural offerings, not

all offerings. The Rosh Chodesh
offering was not brought in

honor of the inauguration.”

Moses was pleased with this answer.
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QUESTION

The five-year-old assumes that if Aaron was
speaking to Moses, Moses was obviously
listening. So, why does the Torah specifically
mention that Moses was listening?



TEXT §

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5729:2, p. 101
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My honorable, saintly father-in-law, the Rebbe, would say that there is
hearing and there is internalizing. Many passages use the term
“listening” not to say that one heard but that one internalized and
accepted. For example, “Speak, for your servant is listening” (I Samuel
3:9) or "We will do, and we will listen” (Exodus 24:7). There are many
other examples. These do not refer to mere listening but to accepting.




ANSWER

* Hear —@—
+ Listen —@ v

Moses listened and accepted Aaron’s argument.
But what was he pleased with?
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Rashi, Leviticus 10:20

THE RASH|

"And it pleased him.” He acknowledged
[the answer] and was not ashamed to say,
"l did not hear.”




QUESTION ON RASHI

How can the translation of these words suggest

that Moses was simply unashamed to acknowledge
Aaron was right, when the phrase “he was pleased”
implies that Moses genuinely liked Aaron’s insight?

ANSWER ON RASHI

Moses was not just willing to admit defeat. He was
so enthralled, so pleased by what Aaron said, that
he told everyone.



TEXT 4B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5729:2, p. 101
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Rashi says, “He acknowledged and was not ashamed to say, 'l
did not hear.” This means that Moses lauded Aaron'’s
argument and repeated it continually. Rashi is careful to say
[he was not ashamed] “to say, ‘I didn't hear.”” [He told everyone
that] he never heard this remarkable theory. It had never
occurred to him.
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"And it pleased him.”" Moses did not claim
he had never heard this. He was not
ashamed to say, “l heard it and forgot.”
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It would have been more dignified for Moses to say “l never
heard it” than to say “I heard it and forgot.” This is because
admitting to not knowing is commendable for Torah scholars.
As our sages wrote, “When a wise person doesn’t know, they
say, ‘| don't know' (Ethics of the Fathers 5:7).




ANOTHER EXPLANATION

Moses admitted the truth instead of saving face,
showing humility. Rashi rejected this version because
it could imply Moses had authority over G-d’s rulings
or that Divine rulings required his endorsement.



What made Aaron’s
teaching so exciting
and inspiring to Moses?
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Psalms 85:11

Kindness and truth have met; righteousness

and peace have kissed.







TEXT 7A

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Likutei Torah,
Bamidbar, pp. 2b-3a
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Moses is the companion of the king.

Just as the groom’s companion
ushers the groom to the bride, so
did Moses usher the state of Divine
Oneness into this world so that it
could be palpable in every soul . ..
and all would know that G-d is the
source of life. . ..

Knowledge does not just mean to
know; it means to sense it palpably
in the heart: to recognize G-d, to feel
as if we are gazing upon G-d and
seeing Him with our physical eyes.







TEXT 7B

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadli, ibid.,, p. 3a
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Aaron is the companion of the bride.

In this context, the bride is a euphemism for the
Jewish people—the collective Jewish soul—to
bind them to G-d so they can become attached.



¢
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MOSES, MAN OF TRUTH

AARON, MAN OF THE PEOPLE @

« Absolute devotion to G-d. * Guided steady spiritual growth.
* Held everyone to the same * Practiced kindness and

high standard. understanding.
* Urged others to overcome * Nurtured individuals through

their weaknesses head-on. their weaknesses.



TEXT 8

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 17, p. 113

701 1IN DAR JWONX TTIWAVOIIN 0T 119

DX PR VT OF IR TR DAR 719 1PV T
TV PR IR AT 7TV PR DMWY 7P KD
TWASYT T PR LAY Y 0U0Y 219D
X7 TAYA 1A9YT OYT TR PR AT

X VI3 JORM TR 1171V XY ,IVIAX TOM
QYT LM Y1V T IRT YA TN YIWTIN
7 19 TWTY° 719 0°377 TIX TIRVLIX

AT DY Q1R ORM 292N YIYTIIRG
R 1¥ 7O DMWY T R ,IWHIKD AT
WT PR PIPM P K KT PR J0INN

T IR YDWH DX PR T N YW
JOPNE KK TN BIY

Among the distinctions
between truth and kindness:

Truth is unchanging. It is
always the same regardless
of time, place, and
circumstance.

Kindness, however, is about
helping others. This requires
careful consideration of each
recipient’s circumstances
and dispositions. They are
not all alike. Moreover, the
kindness a giver might want
to bestow might not be
kindness to the recipient.




Aaron led all people to the
same destination, but each
began at their own point.




TEXT9

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid., pp.
113-114

IR ,ART NN ,AWH D120 NP0 X
,PDD R KT TR OV ORI Py 922

719 MW TP RV K OV IR TYI'P0D
JUPNE K 192 2XM) TAYA TN 7T 7K
TOPRAVA W VXTI NI AT
MWIP 1O PIPM PR KW R'D IR
AWITR YaRYT 0T YW WTR IR MY

avT X ,(I7) "AYwa” XT X ORN
TWYTR 0T 1T AIRT 19N 12797
ST

LR NAITA LVAR T01 NI XN
D17W 2R VNV R IV 1T ORN
129221 NP2 DR 2R 2170 AT

(20,8 MaR) "nmn®

Moses, the man of truth, was
predisposed to thinking that all time
frames and circumstances must be
treated equally in cases of doubt.
Therefore, in our case, he saw no
difference between the temporary
inaugural and the permanent regular
offerings. The sacred aura the people
experienced on that holy day should
be all-prevalent.

Aaron, however, was a man of
kindness. He was characterized as “a
lover of peace and a pursuer of
peace, one who loves G-d’s creations
and draws them close to the Torah”
(Ethics of the Fathers 1:12).
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid., pp.
113-114
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He was devoted to all Jews, including
Jews whose only redeeming quality was
that they were G-d's creations. He helped
each according to their requirements.
Accordingly, Aaron was trained to see
subtle differences. He saw a distinction
between the temporary inaugural and
permanent regular offerings. We can't
expect the recipients—those who need
our kindness, those who need to be
drawn close to G-d through the sacred
offerings—always to maintain the same
intense passion for holiness that they
enjoyed on that day.




Moses believed the
inaugural holiness should
extend to all offerings,
while Aaron recognized that
inspiration varies, allowing
for different rules for the
two sets of offerings.
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Midrash, Shemot
Rabah 4:10
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Aaron is kindness . . . and Moses is truth.

... "Kindness and truth have met” (Psalms 85:11),
as the passage states, “And [Aaron] went and met
[Moses] on G-d’'s mountain” (Exodus 4:27).



Moses learned from
Aaron that while there
IS one objective truth,
each person’s sincere
efforts reflect a genuine
part of that truth.




TEXT 11

Rabbi Adin Even-
Israel Steinsaltz,

Tanya Ha’'mevu’ar,

Chapter 13
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Everything that exists has some truth, and this point of truth is its
essence. Truth is like a chain that reaches from the highest heights to
the lowest lows, from the top to the bottom. It permeates and is the
inner dimension of each level along the spectrum. There is no limit to
the types of things that can be true. From the highest point in existence
to the lowest, each point, whatever it might be, has a point of truth.




Moses was so excited about

Aaron’s perspective because
it was a groundbreaking and
transformative idea for him.







KEY POINTS

1.

Aaron’s two sons passed away suddenly amid the Tabernacle inauguration
festivities.

G-d told Moses that Aaron’s remaining family’s grief must not disturb
the festivities. Despite their bereavement, Aaron and his remaining sons
would partake of the offerings of the inaugural day.

Moses thought this pertained to all the offerings. Aaron helped him see
that it pertained only to the inaugural offerings, not the ordinary offerings
of that day.



KEY POINTS

4. As a man of truth, Moses was uncompromising: he expected one standard
from all. Accordingly, he thought there should be one standard for all
offerings. Aaron, a man of kindness, saw each person’s unique needs and
strengths. This primed him to see the different offerings in different lights.

5. Moses appreciated this insight and shared it widely. Until then, he
thought our relationship with G-d is only authentic if we observe all of
G-d's laws. Aaron taught him that each observance is authentic. Though
life is a journey of growth, each step of the journey is real.
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