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STUDIES

SIMILAR, YET SO DIFFERENT
FHowa Fixed Text Reflects Qur Changing Hearts



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Naso

Completing the head
count of the Children of
Israel taken in the Sinai
Desert, a total of 8,580
Levite men between the
ages of thirty and fifty are
counted in a tally of those

who will be doing the
actual work of
transporting the
Tabernacle.

G-d communicates to
Moses the law of the
sotah, the wayward wife
suspected of

unfaithfulness to her
husband. Also given is the
law of the nazir, who
forswears wine, lets his or
her hair grow long, and is
forbidden to become
contaminated through
contact with a dead body.
Aaron and his
descendants, the
Kohanim, are instructed
on how to bless the
people of Israel.

The leaders of the twelve
tribes of Israel each bring

their offerings for the
inauguration of the altar.
Although their gifts are
identical, each is brought
on a different day and is
individually described by
the Torah.







RASHI RULE

Rashi doesn’t share midrashic explanations if
the basic text can be understood without them.






TEXT 1A

Numbers 7:12-13
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12. The one who brought his offering on the first day was Nahshon,
the son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah.

13. And his offering was one silver bowl weighing 130 and 30
[shekels], one silver sprinkling basin [weighing] seventy shekels
according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine flour mixed with
olive oil for a meal offering.



TEXT 1B

Rashi, Numbers 7:19
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“One silver bowl.” The numerical value of these
two words amounts to 930, corresponding to the
years of Adam'’s life.

"Weighing 130 shekels.” This alludes to Adam
being 130 years old when he began raising a
family to sustain the world’s existence.

“One silver sprinkling basin.” The numerical value
of these three words is 520. This alludes to Noah,
who was 500 years old when he began raising a
family. [The additional twenty] alludes to the fact
that G-d enacted the decree of the great flood
twenty years before Noah started to raise his
family.

“Seventy shekels.” These correspond to the
seventy nations that descended from Noah'’s sons.
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Numbers 7:14

One gold spoon weighing ten [silver]
shekels filled with incense.




TEXT 2B

Rashi, Numbers 7:20
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"One spoon.” This corresponds to the [one] Torah given by the hand
of G-d.

“Filled with incense.” The numerical value for ketoret [incense] is 613,
corresponding to the 613 mitzvot.
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One young bull, one ram, and one lamb in
its first year for a burnt offering.




TEXT 3B

Rashi, Numbers 7-21
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"One young bull.” This corresponds to Abraham, of whom it says, “"He took
a young bull” (Genesis 18:7).

"One ram.” This corresponds to Isaac, of whom it is written, “And [Abraham]
took a ram [and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son]”
(Genesis 22:13).

"One lamb.” This corresponds to Jacob, about whom it is written, “Jacob
separated the lambs” (Genesis 30:40).
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Numbers 7:16

One young goat as a sin offering.




TEXT 4B VRY PP NI 7Y 1227 DTy 1YY"
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THE RASHI

“One young goat.” This is to atone for the sale
of Joseph, about which it is written, “And they
slaughtered a young goat” (Genesis 37:31).







TEXT bA

Numbers 7:17
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And for the peace offering, two oxen, five rams,
five he-goats, [and] five lambs in their first year.
This was the offering of Nahshon, the son of
Amminadab.



TEXT 5B

Rashi, Numbers 7:23
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“Two oxen.” This corresponds to Moses and
Aaron, who established peace between
Israel and their Heavenly Father.

“Rams ... He-goats ... Lambs.” These three
species represent the three types of Jews:
Kohanim, Levites, and Israelites. They also
represent the three sections of the Torah:
the Pentateuch, the Prophets, and the Holy
Writings.

Five of each represent the five books of the
Pentateuch and the five commandments
inscribed on each of the two tablets.

Up until this point [my comments were] in
the name of Rabbi Moshe Hadarshan [the
Preacher].




ITEM SIGNIFICANCE

» one silver sprinkling basin * The numeric value of the Hebrew words for “One silver sprinkling basin” is 520:
« Weighed seventy shekels Noah was 500 when he had his first child.

« Twenty years earlier, G-d decreed the great flood.

* Noah’s descendants established seventy nations.

*  One bull e Abraham
e Oneram * [saac
e Onelamb  Jacob

Two oxen Moses and Aaron, who made peace between the Jews and G-d

Five of each Five Books of Moses
Five commandments on each tablet



QUESTIONS ON RASHI

1. Why does Rashi explain the symbolism
behind each offering?

2. What difficulty in the text forces Rashi
to use Midrash in his explanations?



NATIONAL OR TRIBAL?

Were the Jews acting as a unified nation or as individual tribes?

If it was a national offering, why does the Torah repeat it 12
times instead of listing it once? And if it was a tribal offering,

why didn’t each tribe personalize their sacrifice to reflect their
unique connection to G-d?



TEXT 6A

Rashi, The Rebbe,
Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson,
Likutei Sichot 8, p. 44
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The Midrash offers two
opinions about why the
princes selected the
offerings they did. One says
they each had a different
reason; the other says they
all did it for the same reason.

As discussed, both are
problematic. If the former,
why did they all bring the
same offerings, [and] . .. if
the latter, why does the
Torah repeat the offerings
twelve times?
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This leads to the conclusion that though they
brought the same offerings . . . they each had a
unigue reason.







ANSWER

The offerings were tribal, and though they looked
the same, their meanings differed. They expressed
different sentiments for each tribe. For this reason,
the Torah presents each one separately.




MULTIPLE MEANINGS IN EACH OFFERING

« The silver bowl represents Adam'’s life. Each prince
connected to aspects of his life they related most to.

%

« The bowl weighed 130 shekels, symbolizing Adam'’s

age when he had children. Every tribe identified
with a different one of Adam’s offspring, which %%
reflected their tribal characteristics.

« The silver basin represents Noah's age at —

fatherhood and the flood’s decree. Each tribe
focused on different aspects of his story. N—"

T
\_




ITEM SIGNIFICANCE MULTIPLE MEANINGS

*  One bull Abraham Each is one father, but they spawned many tribes
* Oneram Isaac and children.
* Onelamb Jacob

Two oxen Moses and Aaron, who made peace Each brought peace in their own way, and each Jew
between the Jews and G-d necessitated a different approach.

Five of each of the above Five Books of Moses Each of these books and tablets contains many
Five commandments on each tablet details.



ANSWER ON RASHI

Rashi chose these midrashic explanations
because they allow for elasticity and flexibility.



TEXT 7A

Talmud, Berachot 6A
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How do we know that G-d is present when ten
men pray? It is written, “G-d stands in the
congregation of the L-rd” (Psalms 82:1).




TEXT 7B

Talmud, Berachot 8A
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How do we know that G-d never despises the
prayers of a group? The verse states, “Behold,

G-d will not despise the prayer of the mighty
[the community]” (Job 36:5).
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What is the meaning of the passage, “And as for
me, my prayer to You, G-d, is at a time of
goodwill” (Psalms 69:14)? When is the time of
goodwill? When the congregation prays.




TEXT 7D

Talmud, Berachot 6a
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Aba Binyamin said, “A person’s prayer is only heard when articulated in a
synagogue, as the verse states, ‘To listen to the song and the prayer’ (I Kings
8:28). Prayer must take place where there is song.”

Ravin, son of Ada, said in the name of Rabbi Yitzchak, "How do we know that
G-d is present in the synagogue? The text states, ‘G-d stands in the
congregation of G-d” (Psalms 82:1).



TEXT 8A

Siddur Tehilat
Hashem, Annotated
Edition (New York:
Merkos L’inyonei
Chinuch, 2006), P. 12
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Before one prays, it is appropriate to say, “| hereby
accept upon myself the positive commandment of
'‘And you must love your fellow as you love
yourself’ (Leviticus 19:18)."
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My saintly father and teacher, Rabbi Shalom Dovber, the Rebbe Rashab, explained
that a parent of many children gains tremendous pleasure when seeing their
children unified in love.

In prayer, we beseech G-d for our material and spiritual needs. Before we pray, we
must give our Heavenly Father pleasure. For this purpose, before prayer we accept
the mitzvah to love our fellow Jews.
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Talmud, Berachot
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Abaye said: We must always associate ourselves with the
congregation.

How should we pray? "May it be Your will, G-d our G-d,
that You lead us to peace.”
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Rashi, ad loc.

This way, our prayers will be heard.







Dnhnn IR RP IR PRI DO RIT WK
TEXT 10 WM MWATT WA 17777 ,aN0 290
PRabbi Adin Even-Israel 2993 QTR PR IWRD O NXY SW Mawnn
Steinsaltz, Hasiddur DR 0YAN DORWIIT 2D DR 729007 N7 Ny

Vehatefilah, p. 27 WY IN9°5N2 ,0Pn 91,1910 v D I
.02 97777971 RYAL Y7 XITW 09027 19

QW 20 W 9°5N07 101D L,INR T8N
AR @iailaRaki inby Raib\izalaaRa R o7ah Wby miivgnta
... 99DNnT R 12°5010

DR TWIM 70A 1990 032917 10 TR 9
N°5NY ,UYN IN 272,71 907 390N
0°2°077257 N2APNW:T SW IRYIN KT TR S

DR IR AR 737 ,579007 900 20w

27NWn ,1792°5N7 702 0°21N377 207277

079y INYT DX N2 aNIX %20

When we pray (as opposed to reading or
mumbling words), we experience many personal
feelings and contemplate many thoughts. Even if
we don’t drag all the day’s concerns into our
prayers, there are always specific themes we
seek to express and contemplate.

On the other hand, the prayer text has an
internal thought process. Subjects and concepts
spring to our mind from the outside—from the
prayer text to the person praying.

Each of these components inclines and draws
the prayer in a slightly different direction, and
our prayer is the product of the blend of these
many components. On the one hand, we chant
the words published in the prayer book, strive to
understand them, and direct our minds to them.
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Rabbi Adin Even-Israel
Steinsaltz, Hasiddur
Vehatefilah, p. 27
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However, even if we succeed and do this
properly, our thoughts and feelings invest
the words on the page with additional
meaning. . . .

The individual’s prayer from the prayer book
in a congregation can be likened to a
professional singer. The notes before the
singer guide the melody, order, and pace.
Still, the singer invests the music with
personal interpretation and emotion—how
the singer understands and feels the song
and the distinctive flavor tied to the singer’s
personality. . .. Thus, the character and
expression of fixed, printed music can vary
greatly. It can be a mechanical repetition of
notes or rise to exalted, inspiring heights.
Despite its fixed nature, music expresses its
singer as much as its composer.
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Rabbi Adin Even-Israel
Steinsaltz, Hasiddur
Vehatefilah, p. 27
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When you pray, your prayer is fixed by the
printed words in the prayer book. However,
simultaneously, your thoughts and words
invest each word with your interpretation
and understanding. You color the fixed
prescribed prayer with all the elements of
your personality. Your nature and mood in
the moment achieve full expression despite
your adherence to the written text.







KEY POINTS

1. The twelve tribal princes each brought a set of offerings to inaugurate the
altar in the Tabernacle.

2. Each tribe brought the same offerings, but found a unique meaning
consistent with their character and sensibilities.

3. For example, one of the offerings symbolized the children of Adam. Adam
had many children. Thus, each tribal prince connected with the child that
they were most drawn to.

4. The same concept applies to communal prayer. Our sages were highly
focused on the value of collective and congregational prayer.

5. Nevertheless, they left room for expressing the individual’'s needs and
feelings. We each invest our prayers with our unique passions and concerns.
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