T TORAH

STUDIES

SHELACH

STRONGER THAN ANGELS
Why Ué Can Thrive Where Bven Gants Failed



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Shelach

Moses sends twelve spies to
the land of Canaan. Forty days
later they return, carrying a
huge cluster of grapes, a
pomegranate, and a fig, to
report on a lush and bountiful
land. But ten of the spies warn
that the inhabitants of the
land are giants and warriors

“more powerful than we”; only
Caleb and Joshua insist that
the land can be conquered, as
G-d has commanded.

The people weep that they'd
rather return to Egypt. G-d
decrees that Israel’s entry into
the land shall be delayed forty
years, during which time that
entire generation will die out

in the desert. A group of
remorseful Jews storm the
mountain on the border of
the land, and are routed by
the Amalekites and
Canaanites.

The laws of the menachot
(meal, wine, and oil offerings)
are given, as well as the
mitzvah to consecrate a
portion of the dough (chalah)
to G-d when making bread.

A man violates the Shabbat by
gathering sticks, and he is put
to death.

G-d instructs us to place
fringes (tzitzit) on the four
corners of our garments so

that we should remember to
fulfill the mitzvot (Divine
commandments).







RASHI RULES

1. Rashi addresses all questions in the plain meaning
of the text. If they are not addressed directly,
something he said earlier contains the answer.

2. Rashi’s co
includes @

3. Rashi exp!

mmentary isn’'t a history book; he only
etails necessary to explain the text.

lains words the first time they appear.

4. When Ras|

ni explains a word non-literally,

something compels him to do so. Careful study of
his comments often reveals what prompted his

interpreta

tion and highlights its depth.



TEXT 1A

Numbers 13:1-3
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1. And G-d spoke to Moses, saying:

2. "Send out for yourself men who
will scout the Land of Canaan,
which | am giving to the Children
of Israel. Send one man each from
his father’s tribe; each should be a
chieftain in the tribe’'s midst.”

3. So, Moses sent them from the
Desert of Paran by G-d's word. All
were men of distinction, leaders of
the Children of Israel.




TEXT 1B

Numbers 13:25-29
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25. They returned from scouting the land after forty days.

26. They went and came to Moses, Aaron, and all the
Children of Israel in the Desert of Paran, to Kadesh. They
brought back a report to them and the entire
congregation. They [also] showed them the fruit of the
land.

27. They related and said, “We came to the land to which
you sent us, and it is flowing with milk and honey, and
this is its fruit.

28. "However, the land’s inhabitants are mighty, and the
cities are extremely large and fortified. We even saw the
offspring of the giants there.

29. "The Amalekites dwell in the south of the land, while
the Hittites, Jebusites, and Emorites dwell in the
mountainous region. The Canaanites dwell on the coast
and alongside the Jordan.”







TEXT 2A T2y NN YR 28 DY DY 229 OO
A2 9291 7127 %2 ANK 1Y oy

Caleb silenced the people to [hear about]
Moses, saying, “We can surely go up and take
possession of it, for we can indeed overcome it.”




TEXT 2B 12 337 APY 1272 100" 0N MY LAWH 13T vy O
"?Djmy

Rashi, ad loc.
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“To Moses”: To hear what he would say about Moses. He cried out, “Is this the
only thing the son of Amram did to us?”

Anyone listening might have thought he intended to disparage Moses, and
since they resented Moses in their hearts because of the spies’ report, they fell
silent to hear his defamation. [Then Caleb] said, “Didn’t he split the sea for us,
bring down the manna for us, and cause the quails to fly down to us?”
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31. But the men who went up with him said, “We cannot go up against the people, for
they are stronger than us.”

32. They spread a [bad] report about the land they had scouted, telling the Children of
Israel, “The land we passed through to explore it is a land that consumes its inhabitants,
and all the people we saw in it are huge.

33. "There, we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, who are descended from the fallen. In
our eyes, we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we were in their eyes.”




QUESTIONS

1. Why did the spies repeat their talking points
instead of responding to Caleb’s point?

2. In his commentary on this passage, Rashi
doesn’'t seem to address this question. Instead,
he explains the peculiar word Nephilim.



TEXT 4

Rashi, Numbers 13:33
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‘Nephilim—the fallen™

The giants descend
Aza'el, who had fal

ed from Shamhaza’'i and
en from Heaven in the

generation of Enos
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OPTIONAL

QUESTION ON RASHI

Why does Rashi provide the names and
historical background of these giants if they
are not essential for the text’s simple meaning?



OPTIONAL

TEXT 5

Genesis 6:4
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The Nephilim [the fallen ones] were on the Earth in
those days, and afterward, when the sons of the nobles
would come to the daughters of man, and they would
bear for them; they are the mighty men who were of
old, the men of renown.



OPTIONAL

QUESTION ON RASHI

Why does Rashi mention the Nephilim’s
origins here and not in Genesis, where
they first appear?



ANSWERS

* The spies countered Caleb’s point by invoking the Nephilim, supernatural
beings who were never smote by G-d, and even survived the flood. Their
resilience suggested they were beyond Divine punishment, making them the
perfect argument against Caleb’s faith.

 Rashi includes the Nephilim’s origins to clarify why the spies referenced them.
Their history as fallen angels made them more than just giants—they were
beings who defied natural law and even survived G-d’s wrath in the flood.

 Rashi discusses the Nephilim’s origins here rather than in Genesis because
their history directly impacts the narrative. The spies used their supernatural
background to support their claim that the Israelites could not defeat them.



TEXT 6

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 28, p. 89
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If these Nephilim [fallen ones] descended from angels who fell to earth in
Enosh’s generation, [their arrival preceded the flood. This means] they
survived despite the "windows of the heavens” (Genesis 8:2) unleashing
boiling rain that “wiped out all beings” (Genesis 7:23). This shows their
resilience; G-d chose to spare them even from a Heavenly decree.






Sham

shem

desolation

shem shim desolate
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“Men of renown.” Men of desolation, who
made the world desolate.




OPTIONAL

el

E-1

"Divinely

: A mountain completely barren, desolate, and
void of life, symbolizing destruction and desolation.



OPTIONAL

TEXT 8A

Rashi, Numbers
13:33
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"And so we were in their eyes.” We heard

them saying to each other, "T
In the vineyard who look like

nere are ants

neople.”




OPTIONAL
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Rashi, ibid.

“Giant.” The sun was draped around

their necks because of their height.




OPTIONAL

QUESTIONS

1. While the explanation about obscuring the sun is
sourced in the Talmud, it is certainly not the simple
meaning. Why doesn’t Rashi explain anak as a plain
giant—i.e., a very tall person?

2. Why doesn’t Rashi explain this earlier, when the
spies used this word previously?

3. Even in this passage, the word “giant” appears before
the words “we seemed like grasshoppers.” Yet, Rashi
teaches the meaning of the word “giant” last.



OPTIONAL

ANSWERS

« Rashi doesn't define anak earlier because its basic meaning—
glant—is clear. But once the spies describe themselves as
ants, it became necessary to clarify that these were Nephilim,
not ordinary giants.

* To explain their immense size, Rashi reinterprets anak as
“adorn,” meaning the sun seemed to rest on their necks.

* He introduces this last since the need for a new interpretation
arises only after establishing the spies' ant-like appearance.






TEXT9

Midrash, Yalkut
Shimoni, Genesis,
Chapter 44
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The students of Rabbi Yosef asked him,
"What is the meaning of Aza'el?”

He explained: When the generation of the
flood worshipped idolatry, G-d was upset.
Two angels, Shamhaza'i and Aza'el, arose
and said before G-d, “Master of the
universe, did we not say before You when
You created Your world, ‘What are humans
that You should mention them?’ (Psalms
8:5)"

G-d replied, "And what will become of the
world?”

The angels replied, “Master of the universe,
we will populate the world.”




TEXT9

Midrash, Yalkut
Shimoni, Genesis,
Chapter 44
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G-d said, "It is revealed and known before
Me that if you were to dwell in the world,
the evil inclination would control you,
making you worse than the humans.”

They said, “"Grant us permission to dwell
among the humans, and we will show You
how well we sanctify Your name.”

G-d said, “Descend and dwell among
them.”

They immediately slept with the human
women, for they were beautiful, and the
angels could not restrain themselves.







TEXT10

Rabbi Menachem

Mendel of Lubayvitch,
Derech Mitzvotecha,

pp. 181a-b
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They complained that it is difficult to be immersed in worldliness
and still [be expected to] sanctify the environment. ... This
makes Israel a “land that consumes its inhabitants” (Numbers
13:32). Rabbi Dovber, the Magid of Mezeritch, defined this as
one attracted to materialistic pursuits and pleasures.






TEXT 11

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 28, p. 91
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“IThe descendants of] Shamhaza'i and
Aza'el, who had fallen from Heaven in
the generation of Enosh” (Rashi,
Numbers 13:33).

Our sages of blessed memory
describe this at length. They wrote
that initially, they descended with
good intentions but struggled with
the material world’s coarseness and
temptations, resulting in their fall from
their previous stature. Despite their
superior stature before descending,
they could not maintain it, and their
descent led to failure.




TEXT 11

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 28, p. 91
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The spies worried that the same
might happen to the Jews. They
were spiritually lofty in the desert,
cloistered like angels from
materialistic distractions. However,
entering Israel could result in a fall
from this stature.







TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid.
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The fundamental error in the spies’ reasoning was the
presumption that spiritual and material aspects must
conflict. They posited that one cannot engage in material
pursuits while maintaining a spiritual connection.



Materialism can either
desensitize us or serve a
higher purpose—it
depends on our approach.




TEXT 13

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Hayom
Yom, 27 Tevet
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[Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi], the Alter Rebbe, declared: The material
things a Jew owns are [in truth] spiritual. G-d gives us material things
to transform them into spirituality.

Sometimes, we are briefly bereft of His bounty. [At such times] give to
G-d even a [small] poor person’s offering. In response, G-d will grant
us ample blessings.






TEXT 14

Rabbi Shneur
Zalman of Liadi,
Likutei Torah, Vezot
Haberachah 98a
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The angels asked, “What are
humans that You should mention
them?” (Psalms 8:5). ... Though
souls are much holier than angels,
they were referring to the soul’s
descent into a material body, which
leads one to sinful inclinations.

... G-d answered that only a soul
can turn materialism into a vessel
for G-d. Unlike angels, souls are
inherently detached from
materialism. Therefore, they can
transform the physical when they
inhabit a body.




THE PERFECT COMBINATION:

IMMORTAL SOUL

MORTAL BODY

 Enables us to be
involved with the
physical world.

* One with G-d

* Keeps us
connected to G-d






TEXT 15

Numbers 14:6-8
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6. Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephuneh, among those who
had scouted the land, tore their clothes.

7. They said to all the Children of Israel, “The land we passed through to scout
is exceedingly good.

8. "If G-d desires us, He will bring us to this land and give it to us, a land
flowing with milk and honey.”



G-d gave us the means to
bridge the divide between
the material and the spiritual.

Our G-dly soul enables us to
do this and keeps us
connected to our source.







KEY POINTS

1. Caleb argued that with G-d on our side, we will overcome any force that the local
inhabitants of Israel could put up against us.

2. The spies retorted that the fallen angels, who survived the flood, resided in Israel. If
they overcame the flood, they would undoubtedly defeat us.

3. Their primary concern was that leaving the cloistered environment in the desert would
bring us into civilization with all its materialism. This would threaten our hard-won
spirituality. If the angels could not overcome the allure of materialism, we humans
would undoubtedly fail.

4. Caleb responded that we have immortal souls and can succeed where angels could not.

5. If we teach ourselves and our children about our immortal souls, we will be empowered
to thrive spiritually in a world of materialism. We will demonstrate that G-d created this
world as a cradle for G-dliness.
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