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PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Chayei Sarah

Sarah dies at age 127 and is
buried in the Machpelah
Cave in Hebron, which
Abraham purchases from
Ephron the Hittite for 400
shekels of silver.

Abraham's servant Eliezer is
sent to Charan with gifts, in
order to find a wife for Isaac.
At the village well, Eliezer
asks G-d for a sign: When
the maidens come to the
well, he will ask for some
water to drink; the woman
who will offer to give his
camels water to drink as well

shall be the one destined for
his master’s son.

Rebecca, the daughter of
Abraham’s nephew Bethuel,
appears at the well and
passes the “test.” Eliezer is
invited to their home, where
he repeats the story of the
day's events. Rebecca
returns with Eliezer to the
land of Canaan, where they
encounter lsaac praying in
the field. Isaac marries
Rebecca, loves her, and is
comforted over the loss of
his mother.

Abraham takes a new wife,
Keturah (Hagar), and he
fathers six additional sons,
but Isaac is designated as
his only heir. Abraham dies
at age 175, and his two
eldest sons, Isaac and
Ishmael, bury Abraham next
to Sarah.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

[s Judaism particularist
and only for Jews, or is it
universal, with a message
for all of humanity?




After Sarah’s passing,
Abraham, at 137 years old,
married Keturah and had
six more children.




TEXT 1A

Genesis 25:1-2
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1. And Abraham took another wife, and her name was
Keturah.

2. And she bore him Zimran, Yakshan, Medan, Midian,
Yishbak, and Shu’ach.



As they grew up,
Abraham gave them gifts
and sent them away.




TEXT 1B

Genesis 25:5-6
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5. And he gave everything he owned to Isaac.

6. And to the concubines’ sons, Abraham gave gifts and
sent them away from his son Isaac, during Isaac’s lifetime,
to a land in the East.



QUESTION

If Isaac was always meant to be Abraham’s
true heir, and the others were deliberately

sent away to affirm that, why did Abraham
have more children at all?



When |saac was born
thirty-seven years earlier,
the Torah makes a big
deal of this miracle.




TEXT 2

Genesis 18:11-14
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11. Abraham and Sarah were
elderly; they had arrived with their
days. The feminine cycle had
ceased for Sarah.

12. Sarah laughed inwardly: “After |
withered, will | be delicate again?
And my master is old.”

13. And G-d said to Abraham,
"Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will
| give birth after | have aged?”’

14. “Is anything too wondrous for
G-d? | will return at this time in a
year, and Sarah will have a child.”




QUESTION

Why is there no mention of the miracle of
Abraham’s children with Keturah?



TEXT SA

Nachmanides,
Genesis 46:7
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| will tell you something true and clear about the Torah. The
Torah only mentions miracles that a prophet or an angel
foretold. The Torah does not mention every miracle that
occurred to assist a good person or punish a wicked person.



TEXT 3B

Rabbi Naftali Tzvi
Yehudah Berlin,
Haamek Davar,
Genesis 25:2
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Abraham was much older than he was at Isaac’s birth;
nevertheless, this was not considered a miracle. Once the door
was opened [for Isaac’s birth] and his body became capable of
procreation despite his advanced age, it remained that way for
the rest of his life.



TEXT 3C

Rabbi Noach Gad
Weintraub,
Biyeshishim
Chochmabh, p. 57
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During his visit to Jerusalem, Rabbi Avraham
Mordechai Alter of blessed memory, Rebbe of
the Gur Chasidic dynasty and author of Imrei
Emet, was once relaxing on the rooftop of his
lodgings on a hot summer day, and he said:

“The Torah says, 'And Abraham took another
wife, and her name was Keturah. And she bore
him Zimran, Yakshan, . .." (Genesis 25:1-2).
Before the birth of our Patriarch Isaac, of
blessed memory, his parents Abraham and
Sarah underwent all kinds of difficulties,
burdens, and suffering. However, Abraham
married Keturah easily, with no obstacles, after
Sarah'’s passing. And who was born? A Zimran
and a Yakshan. This teaches us that meriting a
child like Isaac doesn’t come easily.”




THREE ANSWERS

A.

The Torah only records miracles that were foretold by
angels or prophets.

It was no longer miraculous because Abraham’s ability
to have children had already been restored.

The Torah highlights miracles that reflect spiritual
breakthroughs. Isaac’s birth marked such a moment;
Keturah's children, though miraculous, did not.



Isaac’s birth was a
watershed event for all
humanity. It was a global
miracle that sparked
personal miracles in many
people’s lives.
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Genesis 21:6

And Sarah said, “G-d gave me a reason
to rejoice. Everyone who hears about
this will rejoice with me.”




TEXT 4B

Rashi, ad loc.
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Many infertile women gave birth alongside Sarah.
Many ill people were cured on that day. Many prayers
were answered alongside her prayer. Thus, there was
much rejoicing in the world.



QUESTIONS

1. Why was Isaac’s birth such a public
miracle? Why did it impact so many
beyond Abraham and Sarah?

2. 1f it benefited others, why assume it led

to more miracles? What's the reasoning
behind that idea?



ANSWER

Isaac’s birth was the first Jewish birth and a
turning point for humanity. Judaism carries a
universal message, so this miracle had to be
seen and felt worldwide.



TEXT 5

Talmud, Zevachim
116a
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When the Torah was given to the Jewish people, a
great sound was heard from one end of the world to
the other. All the pagan kings trembled in their
throne rooms and sang an ode to G-d, as it is written,
“And in his chamber, everyone spoke of His glory”
(Psalms 29:9).

They then gathered before Balaam, the wicked
soothsayer, and asked, “What is this incredible sound
that we heard? Is the world being visited by a flood?”

He replied, “It is written, ‘G-d sat enthroned at the
flood, G-d sat as king forever’ (ibid., 29:10). G-d swore
that he would never bring another flood to the
world."

They replied, “He might not bring a flood of water,
but He might deluge the world with fire, as it is
written, ‘Behold, G-d will contend [with His
adversaries] with fire™ (Isaiah 66:16).




TEXT 5

Talmud, Zevachim
116a
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Balaam replied, “G-d promised He would never
destroy the world again.”

"What, then, is this terrible sound we all heard?” they
asked.

He replied, “G-d kept a hidden delight in His treasure
room for 974 generations before the world was
created. He now seeks to give it to His children, as it
Is written, ‘G-d will give strength to His nation’
(Psalms 29:11).”

They immediately replied, “G-d will bless His nation
with peace” (ibid.).







TEXT 6

Talmud, Shabbat 88a
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"And it was evening, and it was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31). Why is
the sixth day preceded by “the” [a definite article, whereas the other five days
appear without the definite article]?

To teach us that G-d made a covenant with the works of Creation and said to
them, “If the Jews accept the Torah [on the sixth day of Sivan], you will exist. If
not, | will return you to the primordial state of chaos and disorder.”






The Noahide Code is a set of
laws for all humanity, meant to
be accepted not just as
universal morals but as
commandments from G-d
given through the Torah.



TEXT 7A

Maimonides,
Mishneh Torah,
Hilchos Melachim
8:11
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Those who accept these seven commandments and are scrupulous about their
observance are among the righteous gentiles of the world and have a portion
in the World to Come.

However, this is only if they accept and fulfill them because G-d commanded
so in the Torah and informed us through our teacher Moses that the
descendants of Noah were previously commanded to keep them.



QUESTIONS

Why should non-Jews observe the
code because G-d commanded it in the
Torah? Why is that binding on them?



TEXT 7B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 35, pp. 96-97
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This can be explained . . . according to the teaching of our sages, that the entire Creation
was for the Jews and the Torah. This tells us that the Torah is not a late addition to the
world. Rather, it is tied to the very existence of the universe.

After the birth of the Jewish nation and the Giving of the Torah, it is impossible that G-d
would communicate to the world independently from the Torah and the Jews. Therefore,
the observance of the Noahide Code must be channeled through the Torah and the Jews.



ANSWER

The world iIs tied up with Torah and
every human is directly linked to the
Torah through the Jews.






TEXT 8A

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid., p.
98
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Before Isaac’s birth, his parents had to change their names to reflect
their new roles; Abraham became a “father to the multitudes,” and
Sarah, a “princess to all people.”

Before the birth of the Jewish people in the person of Isaac, the first
Jew, it had to be clear that Jews are the primary purpose of Creation.



Everyone was invited to
celebrate the birth of
|saac, even those who
were the greatest
mockers and detractors.



TEXT 8B

Talmud, Bava
Metzi’a 87a
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The day Abraham weaned his son Isaac,
he made a grand celebration. All the
nations gossiped and said, “Did you see
the old man and woman who found a
baby on the street, took him, and
claimed him for their own? Not only
that, but they also threw a great party to
affirm their claim.”

Our Patriarch Abraham went and invited
all the generation’s leaders, and our
Matriarch Sarah invited their wives. Each
of these women brought their baby
along but did not bring their wetnurse.
A miracle occurred: Sarah’s breasts
opened like two wellsprings, and she
nursed all the babies.




TEXT 8C

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 35, p. 99
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This was not an additional miracle to the birth of Isaac. This was a continuation and
result of the miracle of Isaac’s birth.

The miracle of his birth was never intended to be Abraham and Sarah'’s private affair; it
was designed from the beginning as a global affair. For Isaac to be born, G-d [changed
his parents’ names and] made Abraham the father and Sarah the princess of the entire
world. As a result, when the miracle occurred, it automatically impacted the whole
world and everyone in it. The entire order of nature changed for all nations.



Judaism’s message is
for everyone, and Jews
serve as ambassadors
to all people.




TEXT9

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid.
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The wonder and kindness G-d showed Abraham when he fathered Isaac resulted
in Abraham having six more sons with Keturah.

For Jews to be G-d’'s ambassadors to the world, non-Jews need to sense a
connection with Jews. When G-d extended the miracle [by enabling Abraham to
father non-Jewish nations], the nations realized that their primary purpose is
intertwined with the Jews.



ANSWER

Abraham had more children to create a connection
between himself and the non-Jewish nations.
Although he sent them away, their role was to carry
his values and show that even distant nations are still
connected to him as the father of many nations.



ANSWER

The same miracle that enabled Isaac’s birth also allowed
Abraham to have more children later. Since both served
the same purpose of spreading his influence to the
nations, they were part of the same ongoing miracle.



The Jewish mission has a dual
nature: we are distinct, but
not detached. Our priority is
the Jewish people, but our
responsibility reaches beyond.



THE NOAHIDE CODE
1. Prohibition against idol worship

2. Prohibition against illicit sexual relationships \

3. Prohibition against murder
4. Prohibition against theft \
5. Prohibition against blasphemy

6. Prohibition against eating parts of animals while

they are still alive F N
7. Obligation to establish courts of justice S




KEY POINTS

1. The Jewish people are a stand-alone nation with clear lines that demarcate
them from all other nations.

2. Nonetheless, Jews are G-d's ambassadors to broadcast the ideals and values
of Judaism to all people.

3. The purpose of Creation was for Jews to teach the world the values of the Torah.

4. Had Jews not accepted the Torah at Mount Sinai, G-d would have returned
the universe to a primordial state of chaos and disorder.

5. Accordingly, the birth of the Jewish people was not a private affair for Jews. It
was a global celebration that would save and uplift the world.
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