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Jacob lives the final seventeen
years of his life in Egypt. Before
his passing, he asks Joseph to
take an oath that he will bury
him in the Holy Land. He blesses
Joseph'’s two sons, Manasseh
and Ephraim, elevating them to
the status of his own sons as
progenitors of tribes within the
nation of Israel.

The patriarch desires to reveal
the end of days to his children
but is prevented from doing so.

Jacob blesses his sons, assigning
to each his role as a tribe: Judah
will produce leaders, legislators,
and kings; priests will come from
Levi; scholars from Issachar;
seafarers from Zebulun;
schoolteachers from Simeon;

soldiers from Gad; judges from
Dan; olive growers from Asher;
and so on. Reuben is rebuked
for “confusing his father's
marriage bed”; Simeon and Levi,
for the massacre of Shechem
and the plot against Joseph.
Naftali is granted the swiftness
of a deer; Benjamin, the
ferociousness of a wolf; and
Joseph is blessed with beauty
and fertility.

A large funeral procession,
consisting of Jacob's
descendants, Pharaoh's
ministers, the leading citizens of
Egypt, and the Egyptian cavalry
accompanies Jacob on his final
journey to the Holy Land, where
he is buried in the Machpelah

Cave in Hebron.

Joseph, too, dies in Egypt, at the
age of 110. He, too, instructs
that his bones be taken out of
Egypt and buried in the Holy
Land, but this would come to
pass only with the Israelites’
Exodus from Egypt many years
later. Before his passing, Joseph
conveys to the Children of Israel
the testament from which they
will draw their hope and faith in
the difficult years to come: "G d
will surely remember you and
bring you up out of this land to
the Land that He swore to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”




QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Why do we keep begging
for Redemption? Aren’t
we overdoing it just a
little? Doesn’t this
demonstrate ingratitude
for our many blessings?




Before his death, Jacob made
Joseph take an oath to bury
him in Israel, not in Egypt.




TEXT 1

Genesis 47:29-31
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29. As Israel’s [Jacob’s] days neared his passing, he summoned his son, Joseph, and said,
“If | found favor in your eyes, please place your hand under my thigh, treat me with
lovingkindness and truth, do not bury me in Egypt.

30. “I will lie with my forefathers, and you will carry me from Egypt and bury me in their
burial place.” And [Joseph] replied, “I will do as you ask.”

31. And he said, “Swear to me.” And Joseph swore to him, and Israel prostrated himself
on the head of the bed.



Why did Jacob insist on an oath and
not accept Joseph’s commitment alone?
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Umaayan 14:1

When you take an oath, no obstacle can stop you, and you
are compelled to get it done. An oath marshals our
concealed, intrinsic powers, and once these are activated,
nothing can stand in our way. As our sages said, "Nothing
stands in the way of the will.”







-I-EX-I- 3 PYTXT 1122 TWIT 2Py 797 KD

537 172X NIXA DY T 39 210N

Nachmanides, MDIR" NN LITO0AT AWK D27
Genesis 47:30-31 "

797270 TWYR

,AVTD 1Y PV PR 10 WY 9aR
17 77939 MY 17 100 KD IR
TV DRI AR DR 7Y 19 AR

N2 YD YIDMW IR LAY 1PV

.91 OR% 71295 1XIRA X027

1121 00 KD 02 WA 199
TI0RY A0 AN NI DY 17°avnaD
SI2WT 0197 PIva HINwaR Ny

AT0 3% 3927

Jacob did not suspect his righteous, beloved
son would disobey his father’s instruction and
his own words, “l will do as you ask.”

Jacob asked for an oath to make it difficult for
Pharaoh to refuse. Pharaoh might want to
keep Joseph in Egypt and tell him to send
Jacob with his brothers and servants. Or
Pharaoh might insist that the prophet Jacob be
buried in Egypt, bringing honor and merit to

Egypt.

Forcing Joseph to take an oath would make
Pharaoh hesitate because asking someone to
betray their oath is wrong. Being bound by an
oath would also force Joseph to try harder.

And this is precisely how it played out.




ANSWER

Jacob knew Joseph would face many obstacles,
and the oath gave Joseph the transcendental
power needed to overcome all opposition.



Why does the text suggest Jacob had
Joseph take a second oath?



QUESTION

Why did Jacob choose to be buried in
the Holy Land, leaving his children
behind in Egypt as slaves?
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Rabbi Yosei said, “Given that Jacob knew that his children would
be subject to exile in Egypt, why was he not buried there so his
merit could shield his children? Why did he want to escape
Egypt? Is it not written, ‘As a father has compassion for his
children’ (Psalms 103:13)? Where was the compassion?”
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“Do not bury me in Egypt":
Its soil will become infested with lice, swarming under my body.

When the dead come back to life during the Resurrection of the Dead, those
buried outside of Israel will endure the pain of rolling through subterranean
tunnels to Israel.

| don't want the Egyptians to turn me into a deity.




The answers focus on
Jacob, but what about what
was best for his children?
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Genesis 50:24-25
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24. Joseph told his brothers, “I will die, and G-d will surely remember you
and raise you from this land to the Land He promised to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.”

25. And Joseph insisted [on an oath] from the Children of Israel, saying, "G-d
will surely remember you, and you shall take up my bones out of here.”
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Rashi, Exodus 13:19
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Joseph said, “l was ruler over Egypt and had the authority
to bury my father in Israel. However, the Egyptians will
prevent my children from doing the same for me.”
Therefore, he made them promise they would take him
along when they left.




QUESTION

If Jacob insisted on being buried in Israel, why didn’t
Joseph do the same?

A POSSIBLE EXPLANATION

When Joseph died, no one had the power to arrange his burial in Israel,
so he had no choice but to be buried in Egypt and reinterred later.

THE FLAW

This assumes Joseph shared Jacob’s desire but yielded to circumstance. Yet
as a tzadik, Joseph acted intentionally—choosing to remain in Egypt. Why?



TEXT 8

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 30, p. 255
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Joseph was buried in Egypt, unlike Jacob, who was buried in
Israel, to empower the Jews while still in Egypt to overcome
the exile and control it [rather than be controlled by it]. This
made it possible for them to leave Egypt.




Joseph remained in Egypt to
support and uplift his people.




A JACOB'S INCOMPATIBILITY WITH EXILE

Jacob couldn't truly live in exile. While in Egypt,
ne stayed in Goshen, a Jewish enclave
orotected by Joseph, but after Joseph’s death,
ne needed to return to Israel.
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So spiritually refined that he
couldn’t bear the impurity of exile

Could only live in Egypt within the
holy enclave of Goshen

Asked Joseph for an oath to
ensure his burial in the Holy Land

ﬁ

Spiritually strong enough to
transform exile from within

Found meaning and purpose in
making Egypt a place of holiness

Chose to remain in Egypt, even in
death, to inspire the exiled nation



ANSWER

Jacob made Joseph take a second oath because, unlike
Jacob who could not endure exile, Joseph thrived In
Egypt and was committed to transforming it. The first
oath addressed external challenges, while the second
overcame his internal resistance to leaving.
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Talmud, Nidah 30b

What is the oath that the angels
administer to the fetus?

Be righteous and do not be wicked.
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The Hebrew words shevu’a (oath) and sova (full/satisfied) are similar. [This indicates that
an oath “satiates” or "fills us” with strength.] We are satiated by the empowerment we
receive from G-d [through our oath] to study the Torah and practice the mitzvot.

When we eat and are full, we are physically stronger and happier. ... The same applies
in a spiritual sense. When we take an oath, G-d fills us with power, and we are satiated:
empowered from above to overcome the wiles of our animal soul and its sinful
temptations.




The oath our soul takes before
birth empowers it to overcome
the desires of the animal soul.
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Talmud, Berachot 5B
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Rabbi Chiya fell ill. Rabbi Yochanan came to visit and
asked, "Do you enjoy suffering?”

Rabbi Chiya replied, “I don't like suffering, and | don't
like its reward.”

Rabbi Yochanan said, “Give me your hand.” He gave
Rabbi Yochanan his hand and was miraculously cured.

Rabbi Yochanan fell ill. Rabbi Chanina came to visit and
asked, "Do you enjoy suffering?”

Rabbi Yochanan replied, “I don't like suffering, and |
don't like its reward.”

Rabbi Chanina said, “"Give me your hand.” He gave Rabbi
Chanina his hand and was miraculously cured.

Why didn’t Rabbi Yochanan cure himself?

[Evidently, this is what people mean when] they say,
“Prisoners can’t free themselves.”




The Jews needed someone
outside of Egypt to lift
them out of slavery and
exlle, a spiritual anchor
beyond their confines.




B. JACOB AS A SPIRITUAL SUPPORT

Jacob didn’t abandon his children; he went to Israel
to pray and empower their future redemption,
while Joseph remained in Egypt to guide and
Inspire them during exile. He wasn't deserting
them, he was enabling their future liberation.






TEXT 11

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 25, p. 273
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Jacob had to transcend Egypt's culture and power. He also needed to bind Joseph
with an oath to carry him out of Egypt. This is how Jacob lifted and bound Joseph
to his level, to be exalted above Egypt. This is implied by his instruction to Joseph
to take him up from Egypt.

In turn, this enabled [Joseph to channel this transcendence over Egypt to all Jews
so that] G-d's promise to Jacob, “And | will surely lift you” (Genesis 46:4), would
come true for all Jews. The people would be lifted from their submission to Egypt.



Jacob’s longing to leave
Egypt, despite his comfort
there, teaches us that no
matter how prosperous we
can be in exile, it can never
be our true home.

Our continued prayers for
Redemption reflect an
awareness that only then
can we fully live as who we
are meant to be.




KEY POINTS

1. Before his passing, Jacob asked Joseph to bury him in Israel, not Egypt. Joseph, in contrast,
told his children to bury him in Egypt for the time being, with a promise to carry his
remains to Israel upon their redemption.

2. Joseph chose to stay in Egypt throughout the years of slavery so his people wouldn’t
feel abandoned.

3. Jacob, however, could not stay in Egypt a moment longer, despite the comfort he had
there. A Jew’'s home is in the Holy Land, and that’'s where he insisted on returning.

4. Jacob didn't abandon his children. From Israel, he prayed for them and sent strength. His
departure sent a message: just as he refused to remain in Egypt, they too were not bound
by it and would one day be free.

5. This teaches us that no matter how comfortable exile may seem, a Jew's true home is Israel.
Until we return, we remain unsettled—and we turn to G-d each day, praying for Redemption.
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