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PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Shemot

The Children of Israel multiply
in Egypt. Threatened by their
growing numbers, Pharaoh
enslaves them and orders the
Hebrew midwives, Shifrah and
Pu’ah, to kill all male babies at
birth. When they do not
comply, he commands his
people to cast the Hebrew
babies into the Nile.

A child is born to Jochebed—
the daughter of Levi—and her
husband, Amram. This baby is

placed in a basket on the river,
while the baby’s sister, Miriam,

stands watch from afar.
Pharaoh'’s daughter discovers
the boy, raises him as her son,
and names him Moses.

As a young man, Moses leaves

the palace and discovers the
hardship of his people. He
sees an Egyptian beating a

Hebrew and kills the Egyptian.

The next day, he sees two
Jews fighting; when he
admonishes them, they reveal
his deed of the previous day,
and Moses is forced to flee to
Midian. There, he rescues
Jethro’s daughters, marries
one of them (Zipporah), and
becomes a shepherd of his
father-in-law’s flocks.

G d appears to Moses in a
Burning Bush at the foot of
Mount Sinai and instructs him
to go to Pharaoh and

demand, “Let My people go,
so that they may serve Me."
Moses's brother, Aaron, is
appointed to serve as his
spokesman. In Egypt, Moses
and Aaron assemble the
elders of Israel to tell them
that the time of their
redemption has come. The
people believe them, but
Pharaoh refuses to let them
go and even intensifies the
suffering of Israel.

Moses returns to G d to
protest, “"Why have You done
evil to this people?” G d
promises that their
redemption is close at hand.
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Hakohen 3, Epistle 771

Jacob strides forward with pride and winds the tendrils of righteousness as his spirit rises
across the world. . . . He hears the ticking of hours and moments with a sense of perpetuity
and eternity. He journeys onward with eternal strength and forges the floods of waves and
flow of time; days of sorrow, like a multitude of mighty waters, never frighten him.

He knows their force is merely passing, while he derives strength, eternity, and splendor from
the Source of all existence. With G-d's might, Jacob will be returned, and those who perished,
resurrected. His eternity will overcome the fleeting moments that coalesce into days and
weeks and pool in the wellspring of eternity—the supernal sea of freedom.







TEXT 2

Talmud, Sotah 12a
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The moment Moses was born, the entire home filled with light.

[We know this from a juxtaposition of two passages.] One verse
states, “And she [his mother] saw that Moses was good”
(Exodus 2:2). Another verse states, “And G-d saw that the light
was good” (Genesis 1:4).







QUESTION

Why does the Torah describe Moses’ light,
and what are we meant to learn from it?
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Jerusalem Talmud, Rosh
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This evil empire flourishes when Jews hurl the Torah to the ground.

What is the source?

“And You cast the truth to the ground, and it will do and prosper” (Daniel
8:12). Truth can only refer to the Torah, as it is written, “Buy truth and
never sell wisdom, ethics, and understanding” (Proverbs 23:23).







QUESTION

Why does the text describe the
entire world as false, grounding its
message in the concept of truth?
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Rabbi Tzadok Hakohen
Rabinowitz of Lublin,
Tzidkat Hatzadik 257
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This world is called a fraudulent world, for falsehood is
another name for things that are transient—in other
words, subject to termination. All worldly delights are
transient, as it is written, “For at the time of death, one
cannot take everything” (Psalms 49:18).






TEXT bA

Proverbs 12:19
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A true tongue will be established
forever, but a lying tongue, just for a
moment.




TEXT 5B

Rabbi Levi ben Gershon,
ad loc.
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Something true will always be correct and proper;
It cannot be reversed at any point. However,
something false can happen to exist for a little
while, but it is fleeting; it can't last long.



Anything that is subject
to change is false.




TEXT 6A

Talmud, Sanhedrin 97a
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Rabbi Katina said, “The world will exist for six
thousand years, followed by destruction, as it
Is written, ‘G-d will be exalted and alone on

that day’” (Isaiah 2:11).



TEXT 6B

Rabbi Yosef Chaim of

Baghdad, Ben Yehoyada,

ad loc.
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This doesn’t mean there will be destruction and desolation, G-d forbid.
Rather, the natural law that will prevail for six thousand years will end.
It will be replaced by a new, much improved, beautiful environment
with no negative properties. There will be no grief, moaning, suffering,
or negativity. Instead, we will enjoy only goodness and wonderful,
healthy delights.



ANSWER

The world is described as false because it is
temporary and will eventually be replaced by a
higher, enduring reality. Since truth is eternal
and unchanging, anything destined to end
cannot be considered truly real.
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Fundamentals 9:1

It is clear and explicit in the Torah that the
commandments remain forever without
change, subtraction, or addition.




TEXT 7B

Rabbi Don Yitzchak
Abarbanel, Rosh
Amanah, Chapter 13
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The Divine Torah that is in our hands is eternal and cannot
change at any time. This is because the blessed G-d created it
according to His unlimited wisdom. The Torah is relevant to
every person at every time because G-d’s knowledge is not
limited to any particular time frame.



ANSWER

We become an eternal nation through our
connection with the Torah. By embracing and
Internalizing its eternal truths, we connect to
what is everlasting and we can transcend the
transient nature of the physical world.



TEXT 8

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 26, p. 5
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When G-d gave us the Torah, He liberated us from the grip of death. ... By giving us the
Torah, here on earth, He endowed us with a measure of eternality: . . . even as we resided in

physical bodies subject to aging and decay, we would live forever, free from the angel of
death.

However, this came undone when we worshipped the Golden Calf. For the Torah to imbue
humans with eternality, it must be embodied in our physical experience. The sin of the
Golden Calf introduced unholiness into our bodies, forming a barrier to holiness. This
prevented the Torah from being absorbed into the body.
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Rabbi Bachya ben Asher
ibn Halawa, Kad
Hakemach, Ner
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The meaning of the text [“the entire home filled with
light"] is that from the time of his birth, Moses was
worthy of illuminating the entire world with the
Torah he would receive at Mount Sinai.



TEXT10

Rabbi Levi ben Gershon,
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To be consistent from every angle is
the property of truth.







TEXT 11

Talmud, Bava Batra 74a
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[Rabah bar bar Chanah said: an Arab once said to me] "Come, | will show
you those who were swallowed by the earth due to the sin of Korah.”

| saw two rifts in the ground. . . . He said to me, “Listen; what do you
hear?”

| heard them calling, "Moses is the truth, his Torah is the truth, and we
are the frauds.”
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TEXT 12

Midrash, Mechilta 15:1
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[Moses] devoted his life to the Torah;
therefore, it is called his Torah, as it is
stated, "Remember the Torah of My
servant Moses” (Malachi 3:22).



OPTIONAL

Truth never ends; Moshe
never truly died but
continues to live on In the
bodies of his successors.




OPTIONAL

TEXT 13

Talmud, Sotah 13b
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Moses never died. As he stood and
served G-d then [at Mount Sinal], so
does he continue to stand and serve

G-d today.




OPTIONAL

TEXT 14

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 26, p. 7
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Our sages taught that Moses never died. If his nature, even his physical nature, was truth,
his earthly presence couldn’t end and die. Truth is eternal even in the physical world.

[We can explain the immortality of Moses like this.] Our sages spoke of an “extension of
Moses in every generation” (Tikunei Zohar, p. 69). This means that Moses's soul integrates
into the leaders and sages of each generation. His soul is especially present in the leading
spiritual giant of the generation, for “there is someone just like Moses in every generation”
(Midrash, Bereshit Rabah 56:7). The soul of Moses integrates into the body of this leader.






ANSWER

We are told about Moses's light and truth so we
can emulate him by dedicating ourselves to the
Torah, letting it guide and shape our lives.






TEXT 15

Talmud, Kidushin 32a
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Does the Torah belong to the teacher?

Rava said, “Yes, the Torah belongs to the teacher,
as It is written, ‘And he studies his Torah day and
night™ (Psalms 1:2).









KEY POINTS

1. Truth is eternal and unchanging. What is true today was and will always be true. What is true here is
true everywhere. What is true for one is true for all.

2. Only G-d and His Torah are entirely true. Everything else is subject to change and therefore false.
Falsehood has no power over truth. Thus, no nation has power over us when we embrace the Torah.

3. When we embrace the Torah, we absorb a measure of eternality and become the eternal nation, but only if
we study it in a way that is fully absorbing.

4. For us to be absorbed in the Torah and the Torah absorbed in us, it must become our highest
priority. We must turn to it morning and night and whenever we can snatch a moment in between.

5. This is especially critical at times of war when we are attacked by our enemies. At such times, we must ensure
that Jewish students are constantly studying Torah and that we study Torah every moment we can. When we
absorb the Torah's eternality, we become the eternal nation that never fears and is never vanquished.
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