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PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Mishpatim

Following the revelation at
Mount Sinai, G-d legislates
a series of laws for the
people of Israel. These
include the laws of the
indentured servant; the
penalties for murder,
kidnapping, assault, and
theft; civil laws pertaining to
redress of damages, the
granting of loans, and the
responsibilities of the “Four
Guardians”; and the rules
governing the conduct of
courts of law in
administering justice.

Also included are laws

warning against
mistreatment of foreigners;
the observance of the
seasonal festivals; the
agricultural gifts that are to
be brought to the Holy
Temple in Jerusalem; the
prohibition against cooking
meat with milk; and the
mitzvah of prayer. All
together, the parshah of
Mishpatim contains fifty-
three mitzvot. twenty-three
imperative commandments
and thirty prohibitions.

G-d promises to bring the
people of Israel to the Holy

Land and warns them
against assuming the pagan
ways of its current
inhabitants.

The people of Israel
proclaim, “We will do and
we will hear all that G-d
commands us.” Leaving
Aaron and Hur in charge in
the Israelite camp, Moses
ascends Mount Sinai and
remains there for forty days
and forty nights to receive
the Torah from G-d.
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Exodus 30:13-16
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. All who are counted must give a half-shekel of

the sacred shekels. Twenty gerah is a shekel;
half a shekel should be an offering to G-d.

. Everyone who goes through the counting,

from the age of twenty and upward, shall give
an offering to G-d.

. A wealthy person should not give more, and a

poor person should not give less, than half a
shekel with which to give the offering to G-d,
to atone for your souls.

. You shall take the silver of the atonements

from the Children of Israel and use it for the
work of the Tent of Meeting; it shall be a
remembrance for the Children of Israel before
G-d, to atone for your souls.







TEXT 2A

Maimonides,
Mishneh Torah, Laws
of Shekels 1:5-6
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The mitzvah of giving a half-shekel entails donating half of the coin that is
the common currency at any time.

... When the common currency was a darcon, everyone gave a sela [half a
darcon]. When the common currency was a sela, everyone gave half a sela,
the equivalent of two dinarim. When the common currency was half a sela,
everyone gave that coin, half of a sela.



TEXT 2B

Maimonides, ibid., 1:1
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It is a positive commandment from the Torah that every
Jewish male donates a half silver coin every year. . .. This
could not be paid in installments, a little today and a
little tomorrow. Rather, it had to be given all at once in
one payment.



A CONTRADICTION

One must pay in full, but
only with a half coin.
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Shmuel said, “Vessels used in worship at the
Temple may only be consecrated when they
are whole and full.”




Everything done in the Temple
was done entirely, never in part.

So why were the Jews required
to give half a coin?







MXIXT—"trumpets”

chatzotzrot

11X YX—"half image”

chatzi tzurah
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Mezeritch, Or Torah,
p. 45b
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The inner meaning of two silver chatzotzrot [trumpets] is that a
human [without G-d] is merely a "half image” (chatzi tzurah).
The human is merely dam—>blood. The alef [a reference to the
One G-d] alone is also incomplete, as it were.

However, when they merge, a whole image is formed.




aly| "Human Being”

Adam

— #1 — One G-d

O7—"blood”

dam

A r&.an.q;.bo nd =21, fh @ R-Being
of G7d. When fustd together, we complete

both ourselves and G-d.



TEXT 5

Rabbi Shabtai Halevi
Horowitz, Shefa Tal,
Introduction, p. 1
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It is widely known that the souls of the Jewish people
are a part of G-d above. This is implied by the
passage, “For His people are a part of G-d”
(Deuteronomy 32:9).

This means it is literally a part. It is like a piece that
was separated from a larger utensil, which is identical
to and part of the utensil from which it was separated.
There is no distinction between the smaller part and
the larger utensil except that the utensil is the whole
and larger, and the separated piece is a part and
smaller. Otherwise, they are of the same material.

Similarly, there is no separation and difference
between the soul and G-d except that G-d is the
whole, the encompassing, endless light, and the soul
is a part of this light, a spark separated from the
great, blessed light.




BODY

A Jew's soul Is a plece
of G-d.

Without that piece of
G-d, we are incomplete.




TEXT 6

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 31, p. 133
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This is the idea of the half-shekel. It arouses the
G-dly soul within us and inculcates the feeling
that we are merely half. And we long and desire
to unite with our other half, G-d.






We are a part of
G-d, which makes

A | us fully committed.
—




TEXT 7

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid.
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All Jews are prepared to give their lives for G-d because a Jew is incapable of denying the
One G-d. We sense intuitively that we cannot separate from G-d. This feeling is
stimulated by reflecting on our innate bond with G-d, like two halves of one image.

When we sense that G-d is our life and our authentic selves because He animates our
souls, any separation between G-d and us, two halves of one whole, becomes impossible.
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It is not possible to die a little for G-d or die a lot
for G-d. Self-sacrifice means that we give up our
lives, the quintessential, indivisible point of life.




The half-shekel represents a
whole commitment.

In this instance, giving a
half-shekel is going all the way. .







TEXT9

Maimonides,
Mishneh Torah,
Laws of Shekels 4:1
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What are the funds used for?

From these funds, they purchase the daily offerings,
the additional offerings [for days of note], all other
communal offerings, and the wine libations that
accompany them. Additionally, these funds pay for
the salt used on all the offerings and wood for the
altar. The wood only needs to be purchased if no one
donates timber.

They are also used to purchase the following items:
spices for incense offerings, wages of those who
prepare the incense, the showbread and the wages of
those who prepare it, the annual offering of barley
[during Passover], the two loaves [during Shavuot],
the red heifer, the goat sent to Azazel [on Yom
Kippur], and the scarlet thread tied between its horns.




The funds from the half-shekel donations
were used to purchase the offerings.

1272—"offering” or “draw close”

korban

217 P—"closeness”

kiruv
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It Is called korban because it draws our
skills and natural dispositions closer to G-d.










No matter where we are on
our spiritual journey, we
always remain a part of G-d
and can tap into that
connection at any point.




TEXT 11

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Tanya,
Likutei Amarim, ch. 25
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We would never part from G-d's unity and
oneness even on pain of death. This is without
rhyme or reason, but purely out of our Divine
nature.

[If we are ready to do that] how much more so are
we prepared to subdue our appetites, which
entails much less suffering than death. [Once we
realize that] even the lightest rabbinical sin
transgresses G-d's will and separates us from G-d
during the forbidden act as much as idolatry, it is
very easy to overcome the temptation.

It's very easy to resist and subjugate our nature
when we consider deeply that to conquer our
nature ... is much easier than death, G-d forfend.
Yet we would lovingly and willingly accept the
pain of death, G-d forfend, to not be separated
from G-d's unity and oneness by an act of idolatry,
even for a moment, G-d forbid.
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Kol ha'over al haptkudim

“all who pass by for the count”
or “all who transgress the laws”

Deep down, even the sinners’ souls
were “passing by to be counted,”
ready to go all in with G-d.



TEXT 12

Rabbi Menachem

Mendel of Lubavitch,
Or HaTorah, Exodus,

p. 1848
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This is the deeper meaning of “This
should be given by all who pass by for
the count” (Exodus 30:13). It refers to the
248 laws that correspond to 248 Divine
attributes. This means that even those
who are prepared to transgress G-d’s
laws [and turn their back on one of His
attributes] are required to give a half-
shekel.

... Every Jew, even those prepared to
transgress G-d's laws, G-d forbid, must
give this half-shekel. Once the donors feel
like a mere half, the higher half [G-d]
reaches down from above to connect
with them.




The half-shekel sparks a two-
way bond: we connect to G-d,
and G-d connects to us.







TEXT 13

Talmud, Eruvin 54a

v ,RIPY" 70 275 DRIAY 7 N
IR IPIINT R2PYT AR AL 210K

0T R

Shmuel said to Rabbi Yehudah, “Smart one, seize
the moment and eat, seize the moment and drink
[referring to good deeds], for this world from
which we will one day depart is like a wedding.”






KEY POINTS

1. Every year, Jews are required to donate a half-shekel. It reminds us that we and G-d are
two halves of one whole.

2. We are required to pay our half-shekel in full. Once we feel incomplete without G-d, we
can't hold back; we give without reservation, providing everything to G-d and going all in.

3. lIronically, giving a half-shekel makes a complete donation. If it were a whole shekel, we
would hold some of ourselves back.

4. The donors came to this realization before they drew close to G-d. This suggests that we
don’t need to be over-pious to achieve this mindset. We can attain it even on the
threshold of sin.

5. If we focus on our oneness with G-d and our willingness to die for G-d before we
commence our transgression, we will be unable to follow through with the sin. For if we
are willing to die for G-d, we are certainly willing to live for G-d.
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