M TORAH

STUDIES

VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEI

ANCHORS IN THE STORM
The Srength Foundin the Sl Details



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Vayakhel-Pekudei

Vayakhel

Moses assembles the people of
Israel and reiterates to them the
commandment to observe the
Shabbat. He then conveys G-d's
instructions regarding the making
of the Mishkan (Tabernacle). The
people donate the required
materials in abundance, bringing
gold, silver, and copper; blue-,
purple-, and red-dyed wool; goat
hair; spun linen; animal skins; wood;
olive oil; herbs; and precious
stones. Moses has to tell them to
stop giving.

A team of wisehearted artisans
makes the Mishkan and its
furnishings (as detailed in the
previous Torah readings of
Terumah, Tetzaveh, and Ki Tisa):
three layers of roof coverings;
forty-eight gold-plated wall panels,
and one hundred silver foundation

sockets; the parochet (veil) that
separates between the Sanctuary's
two chambers and the masach
(screen) in front of it; the ark and its
cover with the cherubim; the table
and its showbread; the seven-
branched menorah with its specially
prepared oil; the golden altar and
the incense burned on it; the
anointing oil; the outdoor altar for
burnt offerings and all its
implements; the hangings, posts,
and foundation sockets for the
courtyard; and the basin and its
pedestal, made out of copper
mirrors.

Pekudei

An accounting is made of the gold,
silver, and copper donated by the
people for the making of the
Mishkan. Bezalel, Oholiab, and their
assistants make the eight priestly
garments—the apron, breastplate,
cloak, crown, hat, tunic, sash, and
breeches—according to the
specifications communicated to
Moses in the parshah of Tetzaveh.

The Mishkan is completed and all
its components are brought to
Moses, who erects it and anoints it
with the holy anointing oil and
initiates Aaron and his four sons
into the priesthood. A cloud
appears over the Mishkan,
signifying the Divine Presence that
has come to dwell within it.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

Do you feel that paying
too much attention to
detail gets in the way
of progress and/or
connection?
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Exodus 35:10-19
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10. And every wisehearted person among you shall
come and make everything that G-d has
commanded:

11. The Mishkan, its tent and its cover, its clasps and
its planks, its bars, its pillars, and its sockets;

12. The ark and its poles, the ark cover and the
screening dividing curtain;

13. The table and its poles and all its implements,
and the showbread;

14. And the menorah for lighting and its implements
and its lamps, and the oil for lighting;

15. And the altar for incense and its poles, and the
anointing oil and the incense and the screen of the
entrance for the entrance of the Tabernacle;
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16. The altar for the burnt offering, its copper
grating, its poles and all its implements, the
washstand and its base;

17. The curtains of the courtyard, its pillars and its
sockets, and the screen of the gate of the courtyard;

18. The pegs of the Tabernacle and the pegs of the
courtyard, and their ropes;

19. The meshwork garments to serve in the Holy, the
holy garments for Aaron the Kohen, and the
garments of his sons in which to serve [as Kohanim)].
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Israel in Egypt was crushed by labor with mortar and bricks; they had not learned the craft of silver
and gold or the cutting of precious stones, nor had they ever seen them. It's thus quite remarkable
that there would be among them a person of great wisdom in silver, gold, stonecutting, and
woodworking, as well as designing, embroidering, and weaving. Even among those who learn from
master craftspeople, one cannot find an expert in all these trades. Those who are knowledgeable and
accustomed to them but whose hands are constantly in clay and mud would be unable to produce
fine and beautiful artistry. . . .

Therefore, G-d told Moses to see this wonder and know that He had filled Bezalel with a Divine spirit
to know all these things in order to build the Tabernacle.




QUESTION

Why were the expert craftspeople
chosen for the simple task of forming

pegs?
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Rashi, Exodus 27:19
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"Pegs.” They were like copper stakes made for the curtains
of the tent and for the curtains of the courtyard. They were
tied with ropes all around their lower edges so that the
wind would not lift them. ... They were driven into the
ground . .. so that they would not move in the wind.



ANSWER

The experts were tasked with completing every
detail, including the pegs. This shows that true
mastery comes from fully owning a task and

completing every aspect, no matter how small.



TEXT 4

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 31, p. 201
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To resolve this, Rashi explains that the pegs were an inseparable part of the curtains
themselves, since without them, they would move in the wind. It makes sense, then, that
since the wisehearted had to make the curtains, they did not content themselves with
making only the main parts of the curtains. Rather, they finished them in a way that they
would be a complete entity in all their details. This means they made not only the body
of the curtains but also all their clasps, and even the pegs and ropes that were needed
to fasten them so they would not move in the wind.
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Joshua 24:32
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And the bones of Joseph, which the Children of Israel had
brought up from Egypt, they buried in Shechem, in the portion
of the field that Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor, the
father of Shechem, for one hundred kesitahs; and it became an
inheritance for the children of Joseph.




QUESTION

Why does the nation get credit for
carrying Joseph’s bones if it was
actually Moses who did it?
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Ekev 6

If you start a mitzvah, be sure to complete it. . ..

Moses was attending to the bones of Joseph. . .. He took them with
him when he departed Egypt. Moses passed away in the desert and
did not enter the Land. The Jewish people brought in the bones of
Joseph and buried them, and the mitzvah was attributed to them.




ANSWER

Moses was rewarded for his effort, but the Torah
credits those who completed the burial, showing
that finishing the task is what truly counts.



Attention to detail

Paying attention to the details shows you're truly invested.

When we genuinely care about a mitzvah, the details matter.
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Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Igrot
Kodesh 3, p. 568
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It says about Abraham, “Because (ekev)
Abraham heeded My voice” (Genesis 26:5). In
Lubavitch, there's a story told by one of the
older Chasidim, David Tserkes, who heard it
from his father. He was one of the prominent
students of the Alter Rebbe.

When the Tzemach Tzedek was a young
child, he learned Chumash from his teacher.
Later, when he was tested by his grandfather,
the Alter Rebbe, he came across the verse
“Because (ekev) Abraham heeded . .." His
grandfather asked him to explain, and the
child interpreted the word “ekev” (heel)
literally. The Tzemach Tzedek explained: “The
Patriarch Abraham heard the command of
G-d all the way down to his heel.”
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When the Alter Rebbe heard this, he was
very pleased and said, “This is the meaning
of the verse, ‘And it will be, if (ekev) you will
listen to . .." (Devarim 7:12)—the heel must
also hear the mitzvah, and we must act on it.
And if it's not a mitzvah, it's simply not
done.”
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From the moment a child enters the world, the parents strive to surround him or her with an
atmosphere of Judaism, Torah, and mitzvot. This is the essence of education.

As is well known, the custom in Israel for generations has been to hang chapter 121 of Psalms,
Shir Hamaalot (A Song of Ascents), in the child’'s room immediately after birth. Similarly,
Jewish mothers have always sung lullabies to their children with the words, “For its
merchandise is better than all merchandise.” This is done even before the child can distinguish
between good and evil, before they start speaking, immediately after birth.







TEXT9

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 31, p. 202

223 "2 020" IR IR
Da”?;]t;)' SNa n'_n':;ga 237 17
D790 TRYa? A2INT NYn
2 N1 M PRY . .. 17290
N TR2R RITY 722 D72A0N DI
N?2°2W 01277 NIX TR7AT
VR YRYT? (771733 1np03)

K3 "% 0" NivTR TR RN
%U? 7’?3}]?_3W 13331-13527‘ 31?’(717
DO Q3 TY 070790 922 2R
19 — O™yivm 09902 DX
77X PN n]'IND]?w ,0°00°07 nrfﬂ’
PV 270Wn — "22 037" 077
DY 172203 TR 78N

This is a lesson for the “wisehearted” in every
generation, especially those involved in
education, those bearing responsibility to
raise many students. The duty of a wise
person does not end simply by teaching the
student the things within their ability to
impart through their wisdom.

A truly "wise heart” means making sure the
fruits of the student’s education are
complete in every detail. Even when it comes
to things that seem secondary or external—
like stakes and strings, which might not seem
necessary for a wise heart—the teacher must
ensure that the student has retained them to
the fullest measure.
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Only when the teacher has perfected the
student in even the most external aspects
can they be certain that the student is
strong and secure, ready to stand firm even
when challenges arise. This is the sign that
the teacher’s lessons have truly penetrated
the student’s inner being, so that not even
a single detail remains untouched by them.
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“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your dwellings be stretched wide . . " (Isaiah 54:2).
This refers to when those not fully integrated into the community increase: They are to be considered as
children. Hence, the verse says, "Enlarge the place of your tent and dwelling . . ."—this refers to
synagogues and study halls, where synagogues are called “tents” for prayer, and study halls are referred
to as “dwellings.”

The message here is that we must expand these spaces so that even those considered “children of the
estranged” (Isaiah 54:1) can come to learn.

“Lengthen your ropes and strengthen your stakes . .."” (Isaiah 54:2)—this metaphor emphasizes
strengthening the stakes, ensuring that those not entirely within the fold do not falter to the right or left.



A wisehearted person is not just someone with a brilliant
mind but someone whose heart is deeply connected to
their wisdom.
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Proverbs 10:8

The wisehearted takes commandments,

but one who talks foolishly will weary.
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Rabbi Avraham ibn
Ezra, ad loc.

"Wisehearted.” For the wisdom is In

their heart.




When wisdom reaches
the heart, every detail
truly matters.
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KEY POINTS

1. The Torah tasked Divinely inspired experts, the “wisehearted,” with
building every component of the Mishkan, from the most complex to
the seemingly simple, like the pegs.

2. The reason: because erecting the Mishkan was one, indivisible job. So

naturally, the "wisehearted” had to do everything—even simple tasks
like staking pegs.

3. Assigning this task to the experts teaches that a mitzvah is only complete
when every detall is perfected.



KEY POINTS

4. The principle of completing a mitzvah is so important that the Torah
gives full credit for a mitzvah to the one who finishes it.

5. Attention to detail demonstrates a deep, internal connection to the
task. For us, this means striving to be fully immersed in a mitzvah with
our entire being.

6. In education, teaching the “pegs"—the seemingly small
details—is what ensures that our children’s Jewish identity is strong
and will endure through life’'s challenges.
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