T TORAH

STUDIES

BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI

When Questions Bring Blessing

lurning Curiosity into Faith



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Behar - Bechukotai

Behar

On the mountain of Sinai, G-d
communicates to Moses the
laws of the sabbatical year.
Every seventh year, all work on
the Land should cease, and its
produce becomes free for the
taking for all, human and
beast.

Seven sabbatical cycles are
followed by a fiftieth year—the
jubilee year—on which work
on the Land ceases, all
indentured servants are set
free, and all ancestral estates
in the Holy Land that have
been sold revert to their
original owners.

Behar also contains additional
laws governing the sale of
Lands and the prohibitions
against fraud and usury.

Bechukotai

G-d promises that if the
people of Israel will keep His
commandments, they will
enjoy material prosperity and
dwell securely in their
homeland. But He also delivers
a harsh “rebuke” warning of
the exile, persecution, and
other evils that will befall them
if they abandon their covenant
with Him.

Nevertheless, “Even when they
are in the Land of their
enemies, | will not cast them
away; nor will | ever abhor
them, to destroy them and to
break My covenant with them,
for | am the L-rd their G-d.”

The parshah concludes with
the rules on how to calculate
the values of different types of
pledges made to G-d and the
mitzvah of tithing produce and
livestock.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

What distinguishes a
question that opens you up
to learning, from one that’s
really a way of resisting or
protecting yourself?




TEXT 1A

Leviticus 25:1-4, 8,
10-11, 19
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1. And G-d spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai,
saying:

2. Speak to the Children of Israel, and you shall say
to them, "When you come to the Land that | am
giving you, the Land shall rest a Sabbath to G-d.

3. "You may sow your field for six years, and for six
years you may prune your vineyard and gather in
its produce.

4. "But in the seventh year, the Land shall have a
complete rest, a Sabbath to G-d; you shall not sow
your field, nor shall you prune your vineyard. . . .

8. "And you shall count for yourself seven
sabbatical years, seven years seven times. And the
days of these seven sabbatical years shall amount
to forty-nine years for you. . ..
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Leviticus 25:1-4, 8,
10-11, 19
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10. "And you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, and
proclaim freedom [for slaves] throughout the Land for
all who live on it. It shall be a yovel (jubilee) for you,
and you shall return each person to their property, and
you shall return each person to their family.

11. "This fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you. You
shall not sow, nor shall you reap its aftergrowth or pick
[its grapes] that you had set aside [for yourself]. . ..

19. “And the Land will then yield its fruit, and you will
eat to satiety and live upon it securely.”







QUESTION ANSWER

What will we eat G-d will bless
in the seventh enough food for

year? three years.



TEXT 1B

Leviticus 25:20-22

91 1772 198N °2) .0
Y71 XD 10,0y MY
JINRIAN DR ORI K2

077 *N273 N *N°1¥ XD
Y Ny ,NwYn MYl
Raphliviy Riplvid b eiohy

IV DR Ry .20

1M ON9IR NI
YD 7Y 1Y 30
ANRI2N Ki2 7Y NYWAT
U 19980

20. And when you say, "What will we
eat in the seventh year? We will not
sow, and we will not gather in our
produce!”

21. [Know, then, that] | will command
My blessing for you in the sixth year,
and it will yield produce for three years.

22. And you will sow in the eighth year,
while [still] eating from the old crops
until the ninth year; until the arrival of
its crop, you will eat the old [crop].




TEXT 2

Rabbi Moshe
Alshich, Torat

Moshe, Leviticus,

ad loc.
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It's worth paying attention to the wording . .. "And when
you say, ‘What will we eat ... ?"" For this verse seems out
of place. It really belongs earlier, right after the command
“You shall not sow your field,” and not here, after the text
has been interrupted by other matters.



QUESTIONS

1. Why does the Torah only address this
question after presenting the mitzvah of
yovel if it’s already a concern with the
mitzvah of shemitah?

2. Why does the Torah frame this question
as inevitable and not rely on some
people actually being believers?
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“And when you say.” | have already explained that there's a difference
between the word ki and the word im. The word im indicates
uncertainty, while the word ki indicates certainty. Therefore, from the
fact that it does not say “im tomru” (“if you will say”), the conclusion is
that they will certainly say this, for G-d knows their inclination and that
they're destined to say so.




vechi shema

By saying rather
than the Torah
shows that concern about
survival is natural and expected.



Like the Wise Son in the
Haggadah, this question
reflects curiosity and a
desire to understand,
not to doubt.
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“What is this?” This is [the question of] the Simple Child [referred to in the Haggadah] who
does not know how to pose his question in depth and asks a general question: “What is this?”

Elsewhere, it [Scripture] says: “What are the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments ... ?"
(Deuteronomy 6:20). This is the question of the Wise Son.

The Torah spoke regarding four sons: the wicked one (Exodus 12:26), the one who does not
understand to ask (Exodus 13:8), the one who asks [a] general [question], and the one who
asks in a wise manner.




The lesson of the Four Sons goes
beyond Passover. We can use
them as a guide to understand the
type of questions that arise and
how to approach them.




TEXT 5

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 27, pp. 186,
188
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It's generally understood that the phrase “The Torah
spoke regarding four sons” refers specifically to the
mitzvah of telling the story of the Exodus on the
night of Passover. In other words, the “questions” of
the sons all relate to the commandments of that
night and to the fact that the Torah instructs us to
respond to each son according to his temperament,
but only in the context of Passover.

That interpretation is indeed correct according to
the Halachic approach. ... However, ... in the
simple meaning of the verses, the question of the
“Simple Child" is not about the mitzvot of Passover
at all but about the mitzvah of the firstborn, as that
is the subject immediately following his question.
Likewise, the "Wise Son,” in the plain sense of the
text, is not asking about Passover either but about
mitzvot in general. . ..




TEXT 5

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 27, pp. 186,
188
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Accordingly, ... whenever we encounter a question
in the Torah about a mitzvah, we must ask: Which
type of “son” is speaking here? It's not necessarily a
question born of doubt or weak faith, nor one that
must be answered to secure the questioner’s
observance. It can be the question of a Wise Son,
whose goal is simply to clarify and understand the
details of the matter—just like the wise son’s
question in the Haggadabh.




TEXT 6

Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks, “The Four
Children: Deep Dive,”
www.rabbisacks.org

The four children are a vignette of the Jewish
people. One asks because he wants to hear the
answer. A second asks because he does not want
to hear the answer. A third asks because he does

not understand. The fourth does not ask because
he doesn’t understand that he doesn’'t understand.
Ours has never been a monolithic people.




The Wise Son asks his questions
at the end because he seeks to
understand, not to challenge or
prove something wrong.




ANSWER

After G-d explains the mitzvot of shemitah and
yovel, it's natural to wonder how it will actually
work. Like the Wise Son in the Haggadah, this
curiosity isn't doubt, it's a desire to understand.
Questions like this are natural and show a genuine
desire to understand how G-d provides.



TEXT 7

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 27, pp. 188-189
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By placing the verse “And when you say . .." at the
very end of the entire discussion, after even the
laws of yovel, . . . the Torah makes it clear that this
is not the question of a "Wicked Son,” whose
doubts must be corrected to ensure he fulfills the
mitzvah of shemitah. Rather, it is the question of a
“Wise Son.”

Having just read G-d's promise, “The Land will
then yield its fruit, and you will eat to satiety ... ,"
the Wise Son wishes to understand the specifics of
that blessing: In what manner will G-d's blessing
unfold during the years when “we neither sow nor
gather in our produce”? After all, it could happen
in several ways.




TEXT 7

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 27, pp. 188-189
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The Torah’s answer is that the blessing will take
the form of abundance: the earth will produce
such an increase in the sixth year that it will suffice
for three years—"and it will yield produce for three
years.”







TEXT 8

Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks’s Haggadah:
Hebrew and English
Text with New Essays
and Commentary
(Jerusalem: Maggid
Books, 2015), pp. 106-
108

Four verses serve as the basis for the ‘four sons’ of the Haggadah. Education is
not indoctrination. It is teaching a child to be curious, to wonder, reflect, enquire.
The child who asks becomes a partner in the learning process. He or she is no
longer a passive recipient but an active participant. To ask is to grow.. . .

There are . .. conditions, though, for asking a Jewish question.

The first is that we seek genuinely to learn—not to doubt, ridicule, dismiss, reject.
That is what the ‘wicked son’ of the Haggadah does: ask not out of a desire to
understand but as a prelude to walking away.

Second is that we accept limits to our understanding. Not everything is intelligible
at any given moment. There were scientists at the beginning of the twentieth
century who believed that virtually every major discovery had already been
made—not suspecting that the next hundred years would give rise to Einstein’s
relativity theory, Heisenberg's uncertainty principle, Gédel's theorem, proof of the
‘Big Bang’ origin of the universe, the discovery of DNA and the decoding of the
human genome.




TEXT 8

Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks’s Haggadah:
Hebrew and English
Text with New Essays
and Commentary
(Jerusalem: Maggid
Books, 2015), pp. 106-
108

In relation to Torah, there were many German and American Jews in the
nineteenth century who could not understand Jewish prayers for a return to Zion,
and deleted them from the prayer book.

These facts should induce in us a certain humility. Not every scientific orthodoxy
survives the test of time. Not everything in Judaism that we do not understand is
unintelligible. The very features of Jewish life one generation finds difficult, the
next generation may find the most meaningful of all. Faith is not opposed to

questions, but it is opposed to the shallow certainty that what we understand is
all there is.




History as a Week

0-6,000 years  Sunday-Friday

6,000-7,000 years  Shabbat
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Talmud, Sanhedrin
97a
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Just as the sabbatical year abrogates debts once in seven years, so too the world
abrogates its typical existence for 1,000 years in every 7,000 years, as it is stated, “And
G-d alone shall be exalted on that day” (Isaiah 2:11), and it states, “A psalm, a song for
the Shabbat day” (Psalms 92:1), meaning a day, [i.e., 1,000 years] that is entirely Shabbat.
And it says [in explanation of the equation between one day and one thousand years],
“For 1,000 years in Your eyes are but like yesterday when it is past and like a watch in
the night” (Psalms 90:4).
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Here we are exposed to a great secret—one of the profound mysteries of the Torah. ... The secret
of the world's eras is hinted to in this passage. Incline your ear to hear what | am permitted to reveal
of it, in the manner | am permitted to express it; and if you are worthy, you will understand.

| have already written in the section of Bereshit (Genesis 2:3) that the six days of Creation correspond
to the six millennia of the world, and the seventh day—"a Shabbat to G-d” (Exodus 20:10)—
corresponds to the future era that will be entirely Shabbat for the great name of G-d, as our sages
taught (Mishnah, Tamid 7:4): On the seventh day, they would say, “A psalm, a song for the day of
Shabbat"—for the time to come, which will be entirely Shabbat and rest for eternal life. Thus, the
days of Creation hint to the original formation of the world, while the years of the shemitah cycle
allude to the unfolding of world history.




QUESTIONS

1. What will we eat in the seventh year?

2. How can we in the sixth millenium
fathom the idea of the era of Mashiach?
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Maimonides, Guide
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The land increases its yield and
grows stronger when it lies fallow.







ANSWER

G-d will make it happen! Just like He blesses
the tired fields in year six, He can take our
sincere efforts and bring Mashiach.



TEXT 11

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson,

Likutei Sichot 27, p.

190; Sichot Kodesh
5719:2, p. 167
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This is where the question “What will we eat in the
seventh year?” comes in: standing in the sixth
millennium, when, due to generational decline, we
are "weaker” than those before us, we ask: ... How
can we, right now, draw down the Redemption and
bring about the “seventh year”?

G-d answers and promises, “l will command My
blessing. ..." When we do the work of the “sixth
year"—the work of exile, carried out with self-
sacrifice and a commitment that goes beyond
logic—G-d grants blessing from above, so that the
planting of the sixth year, even thoughiitis a
“weakened field,” will nevertheless be blessed with
G-d’s blessing.

Our task is simply to act, without calculating
obstacles; to value and use the time to the fullest.
Then, we'll realize “l will command My blessing.”







When we do our part, G-d takes care of the rest.
Even if our effort feels small, G-d can take it and
make it miraculous.

LS\




KEY POINTS

1. The Torah commands farmers to let the land rest and anticipates their
question “What will we eat?” by promising a blessing in return.

2. This question (A) appears only after yovel (jubilee), and (B) is presented as
inevitable because it's not motivated by doubt but rather by curiosity. The
"Wise Son” seeks to understand, not to challenge.

3. Genuine questioning strengthens faith; resistance disguised as inquiry
weakens it.

4. The "sixth year” parallels the sixth millennium of Exile—when we feel weakest
spiritually.

5. Just as G-d blesses the sixth year’s crop, He magnifies our small efforts in this
late stage of history. So, even when we feel unworthy or uncertain, showing
up with sincerity invites G-d's blessing and brings Redemption closer.
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