T TORAH

STUDIES

BAMIDBAR

Is It Worth Teaching Them So Young?
When Early Education Feels Pointless, but It Might Be Everything



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Bamidbar

Bamidbar

In the Sinai Desert, G-d says to
conduct a census of the twelve
tribes of Israel. Moses counts
603,550 men of draftable age
(twenty to sixty years); the tribe
of Levi, numbering 22,300 males
age one month and older, is
counted separately. The Levites
are to serve in the Sanctuary,
replacing the firstborn, whose
number they approximated, and
who were disqualified when they
participated in the worshipping
of the Golden Calf. The 273
firstborn who lack a Levite to
replace them have to pay a five-
shekel “ransom” to redeem
themselves.

Each time the people break
camp, the three Levite clans
dismantle and transport the
Sanctuary and then reassemble it
at the center of the next
encampment. They then erect
their own tents around it: The
Kehat family, who carries the
Sanctuary’s vessels—the ark, the
menorah, etc., in their specially
designed coverings—on their
shoulders, camp to its south; the
Gershonites, in charge of its
tapestries and roof coverings, to
its west; and the families of
Merari, who transport its wall
panels and pillars, to its north.
Before the Sanctuary’s
entranceway, to its east, are the
tents of Moses, Aaron, and
Aaron’s sons.

Beyond the Levite circle, the
twelve tribes camp in four groups
of three tribes each. To the east
are Judah (pop. 74,600), Issachar
(54,400), and Zebulun (57,400); to
the south, Reuben (46,500),
Simeon (59,300), and Gad
(45,650); to the west, Ephraim
(40,500), Manasseh (32,200), and
Benjamin (35,400); and to the
north, Dan (62,700), Asher
(41,500), and Naphtali (53,400).
This formation is kept also while
traveling, each tribe with its own
nasi (prince or leader) and its
own flag with its tribal color and
emblem.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

At what age should we begin investing serious effort
into a child’s education? How much should we really
expect them to absorb in the early years, and is it worth
the time and money? Are we over-parenting when we
push too much too soon, or is it necessary to start as
early as possible to build a solid foundation?
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1. G-d spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of the
second month, in the second year after the Exodus from the land of Egypt, saying,

2. "Take the sum of all the congregation of the Children of Israel, by families following
their fathers’ houses; a head count of every male according to the number of their
names.

3. "From twenty years old and upward—all who are fit to go out to the army in Israel;
you shall count them by their legions, you and Aaron.”
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Rashi, Numbers 1:1

"G-d spoke . .. in the Sinai Desert . . . on the first” of the month: Because they were
dear to Him, He counted them often. When they left Egypt, He counted them
(Exodus 12:37); when many fell because of the Sin of the Golden Calf, He counted
them to know the number of the survivors (Exodus 32:28); when He came to cause
His Divine Presence to rest among them, He counted them. On the first of Nisan,
the Tabernacle was erected, and on the first of lyar, He counted them.




G-d counted them
often because they
were dear to Him.
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14. G-d spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, saying:

15. "Count the Children of Levi according to their fathers’ house according to
their families. Count all males from the age of one month and upward.

16. “So Moses counted them according to G-d's word, just as he was
commanded.”
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"According to G-d's word”: Moses said to G-d, “How can | enter their tents to know
the number of their babies?”

G-d replied to him, “You do yours, and | will do Mine.”

Moses went and stood at the entrance to the tent, and the Divine Presence
preceded him. A Heavenly voice then emanated from the tent, saying, “There are
this many babies in this tent.” That is why it says, “according to G-d's word.”
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48. G-d spoke to Moses, saying:

49. "Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number, and
you shall not reckon their sum among the Children of
Israel.”



QUESTION

Were the Leviim
counted or not?
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Rashi, ad loc.

The king's special legion deserves their
own count.




ANSWER

The Leviim were counted, but
separate from the nation since
they are the king's special force.
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50. But you shall appoint the Levites over the
Tabernacle of the testimony, over all its vessels and
over all that belong to it: they shall carry the
Tabernacle and they shall minister to it, and they
shall encamp around the Tabernacle.

51. When the Tabernacle is set to travel, the Levites
shall dismantle it; and when the Tabernacle camps,
the Levites shall erect it. Any outsider [non-Levite]
who approaches shall be put to death.

52. The Children of Israel shall encamp, each person
by their own camp and each person by their division.

53. The Levites shall encamp around the Mishkan of
the testimony, so that there will be no wrath upon
the congregation of the Children of Israel, and the
Levites shall guard the watch of the Tabernacle of
the testimony.







QUESTION

Why, then, begin counting from
one month old if such
youngsters certainly couldn’t
serve in the BeiT Hamikdash?
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“From the age of one month and upward.” When the

naby is no longer in the category of [possible] premature
oirth, he is counted among those called, "keepers of the

noly charge.”




Shomer mishmeret hakodesh

This phrase shows the Leviim’s task
was spiritual, guarding the
Mishkan’s holiness.
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It's a positive mitzvah to guard the Temple. This mitzvah
applies even though there is no fear of enemies or thieves,
for guarding the Temple is an expression of respect. A
palace with guards is much more impressive than a palace
without guards.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Sichot
Kodesh 5740:3, pp.
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The role of the Levites in “encamping around
the Mishkan” applied to the little ones—
those “from one month” old and even
younger—just as it did to the adults.

In fact, the children were primarily those who
“encamped around the Mishkan.” The adults,
the men, were busy with their duties in the
Mishkan, so they weren't in the tents “around
the Mishkan” all the time. Similarly, the
women went out to purchase what was
needed for the home from the surrounding
nations, meaning they too weren’t always in
the tents “around the Mishkan.”
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The only ones who were actually found in
those tents were the very young children
who were still nursing, since they couldn’t go
anywhere.

So it turns out that the verse, “The Levites
shall encamp around the Mishkan . .. [and
they] shall guard the watch of the Tabernacle
of the testimony” is mainly referring to the
children.

And this is why it's specifically the Levites
“from ... one month and upward” who are
called the "keepers of the holy charge.”




ANSWER

The children, even just a day old, may be more

qualified than ac
present, but the
around the Mish

ults, since adults aren’t always
pabies’ constant presence

<an actively brings honor.
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Here's where we should emphasize once again the importance of involving Jewish
children in preparing for the receiving of the Torah. ... On Shavuot, during the reading
of the Ten Commandments—uwhich is like receiving the Torah at Sinai—all Jewish
children should be in the synagogue, listening to the Ten Commandments. . . .

This includes even very small children, and as we see in our parshah regarding the tribe
of Levi, even a very young child “from one month and upward” is considered a "keeper
of the holy charge.”






QUESTION

If counting babies applied only to
the Leviim, how can we get all the
Jews to bring their children to
shul on Shavuot?
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Even though this is written regarding the tribe of Levi, it's well known that during the Exile, all Jews
are like the Kohanim and Leviim.

This means that when it comes to the protection of the Mishkan, even a very young child—"from
one month and upward”—is regarded as a “"guardian of the holy watch” as soon as they're born. The
same applies to Torah: every Jew, from birth, is a “guardian of the holy watch.”

Therefore, we must make an effort to ensure that all Jewish children, “from one month and upward,”
and even younger, hear the Ten Commandments.



ANSWER

In Exile, we are like the Leviim. Just as even a
one-month-old child is a guardian of the holy

Mishkan, so too children can be guardians of the
holy Torah.



Education begins from
the earliest age, even
before the child is able to
fully understand.
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Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai had five disciples: Rabbi Eliezer ben Hurkenos,
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananyah, Rabbi Yosei the Kohen, Rabbi Shimon ben
Netanel, and Rabbi Elazar ben Arach.

He would recount their praises: . . . "“Yehoshua ben Chananyah—fortunate is
she who gave birth to him.”
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Rabbi Ovadiah of
Bartenura, ad loc.
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She is called so because she caused him to become wise. She would
go around all the synagogues in the city and ask them, “Please, pray
for this child in my womb that he should be wise.” From the day he
was born, she never took him out of the study hall, so that nothing but
words of Torah would enter his ears.
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Fortunate is she who gave birth to him.
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To understand this concept, let's use a simple
example. Music is a great wisdom and, within the use
of musical instruments, there are deep principles
regarding how sound is produced and revealed. Each
sound, when played alone, has its own character, and
when combined with other instruments, it creates
harmonies. This is especially true when music is
created by multiple instruments playing together, and
all must be in harmony according to the rules of
music.

Now, there are those who are experts in this wisdom.
They know exactly which note to play on the violin to
produce a certain sound or how to strike the drum to
create a specific tone. They understand how to
combine different instruments to create a sweet and
harmonious melody that stirs and delights the soul.
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However, someone who is not knowledgeable about
music can still produce sound by playing the violin or
striking the drum. The sound that emerges is still in
accordance with the principles of music, even though
the person doesn’t understand how or why it sounds
the way it does. They simply don't know the
underlying wisdom behind it.

The same idea applies here. The “layers"—the second,
third, fourth, and fifth—are like the different realms of
existence: the worlds of Atzilut, Beri'ah, Yetzirah, and
Asiyah, as well as the infinite worlds above Atzilut.
These all exist within the faculties of the soul. When a
person is called to the Torah and says, “Blessed is the
L-rd, the Blessed One,” even if they don't understand
the deep intentions behind the words, they are still
saying this prayer across all realms.
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When a person in the world of Asiyah says
something, it is also said in the worlds of Yetzirah,
Beri‘ah, and Atzilut, and all of this is heard in the
highest realm, deep into the Yechidah (the essence
of the soul), as it resonates in the infinite worlds
above Atzilut.

There is a difference between someone who knows
the full details of the intentions behind the prayer
and someone who only knows the general idea.

Even someone who doesn’t know the general
concept still brings the prayer into all of these higher
worlds. However, they may not understand the full
depth of what they are saying, but still, this spiritual
action takes place.
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But this ignorance of the details only applies in the
lowest world, Asiyah. Higher up, in the higher realms,
one has a clear understanding. This is why it says,
“And His righteousness stands forever” (Psalms
112:3). Everyone has a “chapter” in the higher
worlds. With time, they will come to know and
understand these deeper truths.
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Rabbi Simlai taught: . .. a candle is lit for the fetus above its head, and he or she gazes
from one end of the world to the other. . ..

There are no days when a person is in a more blissful state than those days when they're
a fetus in their mother's womb. . .. The fetus is taught the entire Torah while in the
womb. . ..

Once the fetus emerges into the environment of the world, an angel comes and slaps it
on its mouth, causing it to forget the entire Torah.



QUESTION

What's the point of teaching
the fetus Torah if it will
only forget it later?
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To understand why a person is taught something
and then forgets it:

The reason is that the soul needs to be illuminated
by the light of G-d to later experience fear and love
of G-d in their heart. Therefore, a person is taught
the entire Torah, which serves as a surrounding light,
and through it, the light of G-d shines upon them,
along with the power of love and awe.

Afterward, the person forgets it, so that the
individual can choose to work with their free will and
choose good. . . . But the light of the Torah, which
shone powerfully in the soul before it was fully
absorbed by the physical body, is what gives the
person the strength to bring the light of the Torah
into their physical body, transforming darkness into
light.
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This is all achieved through the light of love and awe
that comes from the Torah. The impression left by
that original light is what enables the person to
access the light of love and awe even after
forgetting. It remains in the soul as an enduring
impression, allowing the person to awaken those
feelings even after the initial learning is forgotten.
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TEXT 13

Rabbi Joseph B.
Soloveitchik,
“Redemption, Prayer
and Talmud Torah,”
Tradition: A Journal of
Orthodox Thought,
17:2 (Spring, 1978), p.
69

Rabbi Simlai wanted to tell us that when a Jew studies Torah he is
confronted with something which is not foreign and extraneous, but
rather intimate and already familiar, because he has already studied it,
and the knowledge was stored up in the recesses of his memory and
became part of him. He studies, in effect, his own stuff. Learning is the
recollection of something familiar. The Jew studying Torah is like the

amnesia victim who tries to reconstruct from fragments the beautiful
world he once experienced. In other words, by learning Torah man
returns to his own self; man finds himself, and advances toward a
charted, illuminated and speaking I—existence. Once he finds himself,
he finds redemption.
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Regarding lullabies parents sing to soothe babies to
sleep: it's important to be careful that the words
contain holy ideas, like the song “Torah Is the Most
Precious Commodity.”

Some might argue, “What difference does it make to a
newborn baby who has just been born? After all, they
don’t see or hear what's going on around them!”

But in truth, this is not the case. On the contrary, the
truthful, living Torah that guides our life teaches us that
there is indeed a significant effect, even if it might seem
imperceptible at first! As is explained in the holy books,
even if we don’t know whether the words reached the
baby’s physical ears or eyes, we can be certain that they
did reach their inner being. The soul of the baby hears
and sees—and even more, it “absorbs” them.

This has a profound impact on the child, leaving a
lasting impression that will influence their entire life.







KEY POINTS

1. Jewish men from ages twenty to sixty were counted in the desert, but the
Levites were counted from one month old, highlighting their unique role.

2. The Levites were set apart as the “guardians of the sacred,” with a special role
in the service of the Tabernacle.

3. The distinction in counting reflects not just their service but the spiritual value
of every member of the tribe, regardless of age.

4. The tribe of Levi's role as "keepers of the holy” teaches us that every Jew,
regardless of age or perceived ability, is integral to preserving and honoring
the sanctity of G-d’'s dwelling.

5. The lesson extends to the importance of educating even very young children,
as their souls absorb holiness from the earliest age.
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