T TORAH

STUDIES

Chabad’s Loud Truth

From Sinar's Thunder to Boldness in the Streets



HOLIDAY
OVERVIEW

Shavuot

Shavuot

The Torah was given by G-d to the
Jewish people on Mount Sinai more
than 3,300 years ago. Every year, on
the holiday of Shavuot, we renew
our acceptance of G-d's gift, and
G-d "re-gives” the Torah.

The word shavuot means “weeks."
This holiday marks the completion
of a seven-week counting period
that began during Passover.

The Giving of the Torah was a far-
reaching spiritual event—one that
touched the essence of the Jewish
soul for all times. Our sages have
compared it to a wedding between
G-d and the Jewish people. Shavuot
also means "oaths,” for on this day
G-d swore eternal devotion to us,
and we in turn pledged everlasting
loyalty to Him.

In ancient times, two wheat loaves
would be offered in the Holy
Temple. It was also at this time that
people would begin to bring
bikurim, their first and choicest
fruits, to thank G-d for Israel’s
bounty.

The holiday of Shavuot is a two-day
holiday, beginning at sundown of
the fifth day of Sivan and lasting
until nightfall of the seventh day of
Sivan. (In Israel it is a one-day
holiday, ending at nightfall of the
sixth day of Sivan.)

Women and girls light holiday
candles to usher in the holiday on
both the first and second evenings
of the holiday.

It is customary to stay up all night
learning from the Torah on the first
night of Shavuot.

All men, women, and children
should go to the synagogue on the
first day of Shavuot to hear the
reading of the Ten Commandments.

As on other holidays, special meals
are eaten, and no "work” may be
performed.

It is customary to eat dairy foods on
Shavuot. Among other reasons, this
commemorates the fact that upon
receiving the Torah, including the
kosher laws, the Jewish people
could not cook meat in their pots,
which had yet to be rendered
kosher.

On the second day of Shavuot, the
Yizkor memorial service is recited.

Some communities read the book
of Ruth publicly, as King David—
whose passing occurred on this
day—was a descendant of Ruth the
Moabite.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

Why does Chabad take this loud, brash
approach, and why is it embraced so

widely and enthusiastically by a community
that often shies away from standing out?
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And it was on the third day in the morning, and there was
thunder, and lightning, and a thick cloud on the mountain.
And there was a mighty [continuous] shofar blast. And the
people in the camp trembled.










TEXT 2

I Kings 19:11-12
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11. And He said, "Go out and stand in the mountain to face G-d. Before
G-d, you will see a great and strong wind splitting mountains and shattering
boulders, but G-d is not in the wind. After the wind, there will be an
earthquake, but G-d is not in the earthquake.

12. "After the earthquake, there will be a fire, but G-d is not in the fire.
And after the fire, a still, silent voice.”



QUESTION

Why was there such a tumult when G-d gave the
Torah at Sinai if G-d is found in still silence?
Was G-d just trying to scare the jews into trembling?






TEXT §

Rabbi David Kimchi,
Ezekiel 1:28
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Our sages of blessed memory explained that the Jewish people
saw the Divine chariot on the day they received the Torah, just
as Ezekiel saw it in his day. They even said that the prophetic
vision of the youngest Jewish girl at Mount Sinai was as
profound as that of Ezekiel.
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And | saw G-d sitting atop a high and exalted
throne, and the skirts of His robes filled the
chamber.




QUESTIONS

1. Isn’t Isaiah’s vision better
aligned with the theme of
Shavuot?

2. Why do we read about
Ezekiel’s vision?
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Talmud, Chagigah
13b
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Rava said, “Everything Ezekiel saw, Isaiah also saw.

"Ezekiel may be compared to a villager who sees the king.

“Isaiah may be compared to a city dweller who sees the king.”
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for the Perplexed
3:15

Isaiah had a more complete vision of G-d than Ezekiel.
The vision that overwhelmed and seemed incredible
to Ezekiel was so familiar to Isaiah that he didn't
bother to wax poetic about it.




EZEKIEL (VILLAGER) ISAIAH (CITY DWELLER)

1. He was amazed seeing the 1. He already knew G-d and
chariot for the first time. focused on Him alone.
2. Judged G-d’'s Greatness by 2. Saw G-d clearly, beyond

the greatness of His chariot. the chariot.
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Ezekiel 3:12

And a wind lifted me, and | heard behind me
the sound of a great uproar, “Blessed is the
glory of G-d from His place.”




QUESTION

It’s unusual for a haftarah to
skip across three chapters. What
makes this passage so special?



TEXT 8

Rabbi Meir ibn Gabali,
Avodat Hakodesh 4:18
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Ezekiel arrived at his knowledge of G-d
through seeing and understanding the lower
chariot. . .. [He grasped that] there is a throne
above the throne he saw, a chariot above the
chariot he glimpsed, a Rider above the rider
he beheld, and a glory above the glory he
perceived. By seeing the four angels in the
guise of terrestrial animals, he knew and
recognized that there are parallel angels in the
celestial realm of true unification. . ..

This is true of everything he saw. He
understood that everything he saw in the
lower sphere was a reflection of the higher
sphere, . . . just as the Torah speaks in the
lower sphere and alludes to the higher sphere.




EZEKIEL (VILLAGER) ISAIAH (CITY DWELLER)

1. He was amazed seeing the 1. He already knew G-d and
chariot for the first time focused on Him alone

2. Judged G-d’'s Greatness by 2. Saw G-d clearly, beyond
the greatness of His chariot the chariot.

3. Sees the flashing lights as a 3. No longer noticed anything
testament to the King's but the King

honor






TEXT9

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Tanya,
Shaar Hayichud
Veha’emunah,
chapter 3
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Every created being appears to have its own existence but
Is truly nothing compared to the activating force that
creates it and the breath of G-d within it. They
continuously call upon it to exist and bring it forth from
nothingness into existence.




Isaiah:

Ezekiel:




This moment at Sinai removed
the barrier between heaven and
earth, allowing us to see the
spiritual by looking into the
physical.




TEXT10

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 11, p. 12
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When the Torah was given, the world lost its sense of self and was sublimated by the
intense supernal Divine revelation. The globe itself experienced this sublimation, as our
sages said, “The birds did not chirp. ... The world as a whole stood still” (Midrash,
Shemot Rabah, 29:9).

The momentary sublimation that occurred when the Torah was given made it possible
for the world to eventually be refined, transparent, and elevated into a vessel and a
home for G-d.



ANSWER

The mission of Shavuot is to perceive G-d within the
world. It is Ezekiel's vision — the “Villager Perspective,’
that reflects this theme. Isaiah’s vision touches on the
experience of Sinai, but not on its purpose.

I



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO WHEEL ANGELS

close to G-d all the time, so they aren't
shocked.

like tourists, are overwhelmed by His chariot
and cry out.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 33, p. 23
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The difference between seraphim and
ofanim [wheel angels] is like the
difference between the city dweller who
sees the king and the villager who sees
the king.

The uproar is sparked by the sudden
newness, which is why it is only sparked
when villagers see the king. The
shocking novelty of their sudden
encounter with such majesty sparks an
uproarious cry. City dwellers, for whom
this is not (such) a novelty, don't feel the
uproar.

This is the difference between seraphim
and ofanim.




TEXT 12

Rabbi Shalom Dovber
Schneersohn, Sefer
Hamaamarim 5661, p.
198
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They are profoundly moved and let out a
roaring cry because they suddenly perceive
the truth, which upends everything they
have ever known. They assumed that they
exist and are of real substance. Then they
discover the truth that they are absolute
nothingness. Hence, their great uproar.

It is like someone who comes upon a new
insight that is the very opposite of every
truth that is perceived by our senses. That
person would scream, “I am shocked!
Everything | ever knew was wrong.”

This is the experience of the ofanim when
they grasp the truth. ... This triggers their
great uproar.
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The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schnnerson, Likutei
Sichot33, p. 24
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The great uproar that occurred when G-
d gave us the Torah (the sounds, the
noise, the people trembling, and as the
Torah puts it, “The very earth trembled”
[Psalms 68:9]) was not just a physical
sound to set the tone for receiving the
Torah.

It was a spiritual, conceptual sound that
emerged from the shocking revelation
that came with the Torah. It was felt in
every pore of G-d's creation. All of
existence suddenly discovered that it
was not what it always seemed to be. It
had no independent existence. It came
into being from the truth of the
Creator's existence.
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ANSWER

We jump to chapter 3 because it shows the
ofanim screaming when they realize they're
nothing, just like how the world felt at Sinai.






KEY POINTS

1. The ordinary perception is that G-d created us, and we exist. The Divine
perception is that only G-d exists and everything else is part of G-d. Nothing exists
on its own.

2. The surprise and shock of this discovery provoke a startled gasp and a roaring cry.
The angels roar with shock and delight every day when they pray and enter this
state of consciousness.

3. When G-d gave us the Torah at Mount Sinai, the entire world trembled as it
attained this consciousness. The roaring surprise gripped the world in the form of
thunder, lightning, and deafening sounds.

4. Our task in life is to continually refine and retool our consciousness and the world'’s
consciousness to this metaphysical truth: we don't exist; only G-d exists.

5. When we get over the surprise and internalize this way of thinking, Mashiach will
come. The roar will fade, and we will experience the still, delightful silence of G-d's
unitary presence.
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