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PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

CHUKAT-BALAK

Chukat

Moses is taught the laws of the
red heifer, whose ashes purify a
person who has been
contaminated by contact with a
dead body.

After forty years of journeying
through the desert, the people of
Israel arrive in the wilderness of
Zin. Miriam dies, and the people
thirst for water. G-d tells Moses
to speak to a rock and command
it to give water. Moses gets
angry at the rebellious Israelites
and strikes the stone. Water
issues forth, but Moses is told by
G-d that neither he nor Aaron
will enter the Promised Land.

Aaron dies at Hor Hahar (Mount
Hor) and is succeeded in the
high priesthood by his son

Eleazar. Venomous snakes attack
the Israelite camp after yet
another eruption of discontent in
which the people “speak against
G-d and Moses”: G-d tells Moses
to place a brass serpent upon a
high pole, and all who will gaze
Heavenward will be healed. The
people sing a song in honor of
the miraculous well that
provided them with water in the
desert.

Moses leads the people in

battles against the Emorite kings
Sihon and Og (who seek to
prevent Israel’s passage through
their territory) and conquers their
lands, which lie east of the
Jordan River.

Balak

Balak, the king of Moab,

summons the prophet Balaam to
curse the people of Israel. On the
way, Balaam is berated by his
donkey who sees, before Balaam
does, the angel that G-d sends to
block their way. Three times,
from three different vantage
points, Balaam attempts to
pronounce his curses: each time,
blessings issue forth instead.
Balaam also prophesies on the
end of days and the coming of
Mashiach.

The people fall prey to the
charms of the daughters of
Moab and are enticed to worship
the idol Pe'or. When a high-
ranking Israelite official publicly
takes a Midianite princess into a
tent, Phineas kills them both,
stopping the plague raging
among the people.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

When you take on a commitment that is
beyond your current abilities, what
strengths can you call upon to help you
feel confident and to succeed?












TEXT 1

Rabbi Naftali Tzvi
Gottlieb, Yahadut
Hademama, pp. 22-23
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They decided to wage war against Rabbi Schneersohn,
utilizing all the sophisticated resources and brute
strength at their command. They saw him and his
emissaries as a singular danger that must be crushed at
all costs, utilizing every murderous weapon they had.

The decision of the heads of government was resolute
and final. Any “Schneeroshinski” caught in their web
could expect the harshest sentences: liquidation,
execution, imprisonment, cruel beatings, interrogation,
and torture. Next, they could expect imprisonment or
exile to forced labor camps in the distant, frozen Siberia
for as many decades as it took for them to waste away
and perish.
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The angels of destruction eradicated families and
communities with no compassion for anything sacred
or cherished. Legions of precious Jews—scholars,
rabbis, pious saints, and laypeople—were dragged off
to indescribable tortures. Many could not withstand it,
and their souls were snuffed out during the
interrogations. Many were exiled to the subhuman
conditions of Soviet concentration camps. Of these,
some returned after many years as shattered potsherds,
utterly broken in body and in spirit. Others collapsed
under the burden and returned their refined, pure souls
to their Maker. The whereabouts of their mortal
remains are unknown to this day.







QUESTION

[s it permissible
to risk one’s life
to save another?




TEXT 2

Rabbi Shlomo Yosef
Zevin, Talmudic
FEncyclopedial0,
Entry for “Hatzalat
Nefashot(Saving
Lives),” pp. 348-349
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The question of whether we may risk possible danger to life to save another from certain
danger is a matter of dispute.

Some medieval Jewish scholars wrote that it is obligatory. This is because the other’s certain
danger prevails over our possible danger.

Some disagreed and ruled that we are not required to assume risk to life to save another. This
is because the Torah tells us that the commandments are intended for us to “Live by them”
(Leviticus 18:5). Thus, the commandment, “Do not stand by while your brother bleeds”
(Leviticus 19:16) does not require us to assume a possible risk to life.
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Talmud, Bava Metzi’a
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Two people are traveling and one has a jug of water. If they share the jug, both will
die. If one drinks the water, that person alone will survive and reach civilization.

Ben Petora taught, “It is better that both drink and perish rather than one watch his
fellow die.”

Then Rabbi Akiva arrived and taught, “The Torah declares, ‘And your brother must
live with you’ (Leviticus 25:36). Your survival comes ahead of your fellow'’s survival.”







QUESTIONS

1.

Why were they permitted to assume
such danger if Jewish law forbids it?

. What did they do to deserve such

astounding miracles?

. How did they succeed? Not a single

person was harmed in this effort?
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Psalms 118:7

G-d is for me with those who

help me, and | will see [the
downfall] of my enemies.




TEXT 4B

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Sefer
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The language in this passage appears to make no sense. At first glance, it sounds like it's
saying that a person has many helpers, and G-d is one of them. But the truth is that there
is no one but G-d; He alone exists. He creates, vivifies, and animates us and helps us with
all that we need.

As Maimonides wrote, “The foundation of all foundations and the pillar of all wisdom is
to know that there is a primary being that brings all of existence into existence. All that
exists in the Heavens and the earth, and between them, only exists from the truth of His
being” (Mishneh Torah, Laws of the Fundamentals of the Torah 1:1).



QUESTION

At first, it sounds like David is grouping
G-d with other humans, but if G-d is with
us, why mention anyone else?



TEXT bA

Rabbi Menachem
Mendel of Lubavitch,
Derech Mitzvotecha,
pp. 5B-6A
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This may be understood by way of analogy. If you want
to fill many small jars from a large water bucket, you
must first attach many small pipes, each tailored to the
size of the small jars. When you tilt the bucket, the flow
will automatically be distributed to the many miniature
jars, something that was impossible to do from the
bucket itself. If you tried that, it would flood everything
in a single gush.

Though the conduit pipes constrict the water flow, the
constricted flow is not created in them. They are merely
conduits through which water passes from the large
bucket. And even as it passes, the constricted flow
remains connected to the large bucket; the flow
connects them. This is obvious. . . .

The truth is that even the pipes . .. that constrain the
flow have no power to constrict G-d, for they are
created by and come from G-d Himself.




ANSWER

David grouped us with G-d since He channels
His infinite power through us, allowing us to be
His helpers in this world.
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King David didn't say that G-d is one of his
helpers, but that G-d is the equivalent of all the
helpers . . . for He enables the helpers to help.




Those who rely on
themselves can’t risk
danger, since anything
could happen.

Those who act as G-d’s
conduits don’t feel that
risk since G-d is

working through them.
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Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Sefer
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Under such conditions, “G-d is for me with
those who help me” (Psalms 118:7). The Divine
Presence is palpable within the helpers.




TEXT 6

Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of Kings
and Their Wars 7:15

N0 VWP 0120 ORM
J1IX YR YW DRI mipn S
APiy X awn T Y V)

K7 X9),1922 W1 0o .annon
X7 inwxa X2 am X9y 709 X7
13271 ,329 D3II97 A0 RPN 1323
R taix irlo ik fivkcla

12N 702 X932 127 922 o071 99)
12 Mp3n ,72732 QWD DY WIR? Inj2
STV YRR KDY P13 RYn XY

12 7217, 287072 7103 M2 17 73
01V 0% 721,071 7Y 1A

Once a soldier enters the throes of battle, he
should rely on G-d in times of need. He should
know that he is fighting for the sake of the
oneness of G-d’'s name. Therefore, he should place
his life in His hands and show no fright or fear. He
should not think about his wife or children. He
should wipe their memory from his heart and focus
exclusively on the war.

Those who fight with all their heart, without fear,
with the sole intention of sanctifying G-d’'s name,
can be assured that they will find no harm, nor will
bad overtake them. They will build a proper family
in Israel and gather merit for themselves and their
children forever. They will also merit eternal life in
the World to Come.




The people in the Rebbe’s
campaign acted as G-d’s
helpers. They couldn’t rest
until he was freed, and
with faith that G-d would
free him, they did
whatever had to be done.



TEXT 7A

Rabbi Chanoch
Glitzenshtein, Sefer
Hatoldos Admur
HaRayatz 3, p. 96
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The very evening [of the Rebbe's arrest], telegrams
were sent to the Head of State, Mikhail Kalinin; to the
Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the
Russian SFSR, Alexei Rykov; and to senior leadership at
the KGB headquarters in Moscow.

The committee also informed all Jewish communities in
Russia, including those in Kharkiv and Minsk. They
asked them to gather hundreds of thousands of
signatures from Jews across the USSR, as well as from
Jewish institutions and societies in Russia, for a special
petition to the Soviet leadership. These signatories
would attest to the Rebbe’s loyalty to the Soviet
regime and to his innocence against all accusations of
counterrevolutionary activity.

The petition, signed by hundreds of thousands, would
demand one thing: Liberate the Rebbe. . ..
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Rabbis decreed public fast days. Throughout the
Soviet Union, Jews fasted on the Monday and
Thursday of the weeks the Rebbe was imprisoned.
Synagogues, study halls, and private prayer
gatherings were filled beyond capacity. Each day,
Psalms were chanted with much crying and pleading.
It was a long Yom Kippur for Soviet Jewry.







TEXT 7B

Rabbi Chanoch
Glitzenshtein, ibid., p.
206
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Delegations from central Jewish communities across
the USSR sought meetings with the head of the KGB,
Vyacheslav Menzhinsky. However, he turned them all
down. ...

The heroic efforts of famed [humanitarian and human
rights activist] Mrs. Yekaterina Pavlovna Peshkova,
chairwoman of the Russian Red Cross [and first wife of
the famous Russian writer, Maxim Gorky], were
invaluable. She appealed to the Chairman of the
Council of People's Commissars of the Russian SFSR,
Alexei Rykov; and to the head of the KGB, Vyacheslav
Menzhinsky, demanding that they liberate the Rebbe.

Many vital members of the Communist Party, Jewish
and non-Jewish alike, joined the campaign for the
Rebbe's liberation.
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The Moscow committee for the Rebbe’s liberation
recruited Jewish activists from all the large
metropolises across the Soviet Union. Well-known
Jewish activists from Kharkiv, Kyiv, Minsk, Vitebsk,
and other places came to Moscow and joined the
committee. The campaign and the tasks were
carried out vigorously and relentlessly. Mrs.
Peshkova, who assumed the lion’s share of the
work, stood out among the petitioners. In the end,
this monumental effort was crowned with success.
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TEXT 8

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 28, pp. 152-153

NRR T DY) M932 WIRVWY) R ORD QYT PR
1729 X37" 719 1Y W7 1172 PR ORT IR (0NRD
1232 UP TR0 T LT 1AV WY TN K
T 12RT ORI YOR 07 X913 "Doriv" 07 2
TRDY3 01 ORT 12X ,1°27 1IRD W3 270Wn
07731 031279 IR 11200 TV IVI0NIN IR Un
TNV WO 191 T°T LRI T 11D WYY INJ
PR IRT DI 1R 0 DIIVIVI VI TT PR

VYN TWOR ,1IN) YR T'NTI00 VIR AR VIRV
W 9N QYT TIWPDTIIND 39 99 Y Wi
JI7IRY T N 1HOVIIN 19K

09N V3 MIXYN YT KT URT WWT TN
T°T R NPIWE VYT PR X YW aipn
YT 13 TR ORT TR 71732 TIRIDVIN LIVRY)
LIV OXT ,”R37 1727 RIT” PO X ORT W3,y
WPYIYDYIR WY

It was clear (and made so through the
previous Rebbe’s teaching on the day of his
release) that only G-d secured the Rebbe's
release. This was expressed through the
attitude of the helpers. Everyone who worked
for the Rebbe’s liberation made no logical
calculations about their odds of success. They
threw themselves into the project with utter
self-sacrifice. They never hesitated. They took
the most dangerous paths on the off chance
they might lighten the Rebbe’s sentence or
even hasten his liberation.

They acted like they weren't even there. One
could sense that these were not their efforts.
G-d, Who is alone, was operating through
them.
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In this light, it makes perfect sense that no one
was harmed in any way (not even after the
liberation). Since this was the work of the
“Primary Being,” G-d, Who stands alone, there
was never any danger. No power can touch G-d.
Moreover, there was no need for a miracle to
protect them, for it is naturally impossible to
harm the “Primary Being.”

Accordingly, they were literally never in danger
(and never required a miracle to save them)
because this was openly G-d's initiative (through
the people who stepped up). There was no
possibility of anyone being harmed in any way
by this effort. In this case, this was the natural
way of things.




ANSWERS

1. They acted as G-d’s conduits with complete
self-sacrifice, so personal risk didn't apply.

2. The success came from G-d working through
them:; therefore it wasn’'t a miracle. It was natural.

3. Since G-d was in control, the helpers were never
truly in danger.



OPTIONAL

QUESTION ANSWER

Were the activists Yes, even though G-d saved the
rewarded for their Rebbe, those who acted as His
efforts? channels were still recognized.



OPTIONAL
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Rava asked Rabah, the son of Mari, “What is the source of the common saying,
‘The wine belongs to the host, but gratitude goes to the waiter'?”

He replied: The Torah states, “And you [Moses] should lean your hands upon
him [Joshua] . .. so that the entire community of Israel will hear and see”
(Numbers 27:18, 20). And it's written, “And Joshua the son of Nun was filled
with the spirit of wisdom for Moses leaned his hands upon him, and all the
Children of Israel listened to him” (Deuteronomy 34:9).




OPTIONAL

TEXT10

Rabbi Menachem

Mendel of Lubavitch,

Derech Mitzvotecha,
p. 6b
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[The Talmud states] “The wine belongs to the host, but
gratitude goes to the waiter, for it is written, ‘Moses
leaned his hands, etc." (Deuteronomy 34:9).”

This is because humans have free choice.









KEY POINTS

1. We are obligated to save people in danger. The exception is when our
intervention would place us in danger.

2. Sometimes we become aware that we're not acting on our own power, but
that G-d is working through us. We're mere channels.

3. At such times, we throw ourselves into the work without regard for personal
safety or calculating the odds of success. We grasp at every straw, and we
succeed.

4. When operating this way, there are no restrictions on what we may or may not
do. We can take any risk and wade into certain danger to help those in need.

5. This is because only humans can be in danger; G-d is never in danger. If we
become pure conduits for G-d, there is no danger in the first place.
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