
MATOT-MASEI

Settling for More
How the Right Perspective Transforms Decisions



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW
Matot-Masei

Moses conveys to the heads 

of the tribes of Israel the laws 

governing the annulment of 

vows.

War is waged against Midian 

for their role in plotting the 

moral destruction of Israel, 

and the Torah gives a detailed 

account of the war spoils and 

how they were allocated 

among the people, the 

warriors, the Levites, and the 

High Priest.

The tribes of Reuben and Gad 

(later joined by half of the 

tribe of Manasseh) ask for the 

lands east of the Jordan River 

as their portion in the 

Promised Land, these being 

prime pastureland for their 

cattle. Moses is initially 

angered by the request but 

subsequently agrees, on the 

condition that they first join, 

and lead, in Israel’s conquest 

of the lands west of the 

Jordan.

The forty-two journeys and 

encampments of Israel are 

listed, from the Exodus to 

their encampment on the 

plains of Mo’ab across the 

river from the land of Canaan.

Also in Masei: The boundaries 

of the Promised Land are 

given, and cities of refuge are 

designated as havens and 

places of exile for inadvertent 

murderers. The daughters of 

Zelophehad marry within their 

own tribe of Manasseh, so 

that the estate that they 

inherited from their father 

should not pass to another 

tribe.



Are you a comer or a 

goer? What do you think 

is the most effective 

way to switch from 

“going” to “coming”?

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION



The tribes of Gad and 

Reuben asked Moses if 

they can settle in the 

fertile lands outside of 

Israel.



Numbers 32:4–5

,  לִפְנֵי עֲדַת יִשְרָאֵל אֶרֶץ מִקְנֶה הִיא' הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר הִכָה ה. ד

.וְלַעֲבָדֶיךָ מִקְנֶה

ֹּאמְרוּ. ה ֹּאת לַעֲבָדֶיךָ  , וַי אִם מָצָאנוּ חֵן בְעֵינֶיךָ יתַֻן אֶת הָאָרֶץ הַז

.אַל תַעֲבִרֵנוּ אֶת הַיַרְדֵן, לַאֲחֻזָה

4. “The land that G-d struck down before the nation of Israel is a 

land for livestock, and your servants have livestock.”

5. And they said, “If we have found favor in your eyes, may this 

land be given to your servants as an inheritance. Do not lead us 

across the Jordan River.”

TEXT 1



Moses said they must 

help conquer the land 

first, and only afterward 

could they settle there.



In your mind, were these people 

“comers” or “goers”? 

Were they headed toward life’s 

greatest ideal or fleeing from it?

Why do you think so?

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION



Midrash, Bamidbar

Rabah 22:7

וְחִבְבוּ אֶת מָמוֹנָם וְיָשְבוּ  , אַתָה מוֹצֵא בִבְנֵי גָד וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן שֶהָיוּ עֲשִירִים וְהָיָה לָהֶם מִקְנֶה גָדוֹל

.לָהֶם חוּץ מֵאֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל

דִבְרֵי  " )וַיַגְלֵם לָראוּבֵנִי וְלַגָדִי וְלַחֲצִי שֵבֶט מְנַשֶה: "שֶנֶאֱמַר, לְפִיכָךְ גָלוּ תְחִלָה מִכָל הַשְבָטִים

(.כו, הַיָמִים א ה

:  מִמַה שֶכָתוּב בַתוֹרָה? מִנַיִן. עַל שֶהִפְרִישוּ עַצְמָם מִן אֲחֵיהֶם בִשְבִיל קִנְיָנָם? וּמִי גָרַם לָהֶם

(.א, בַמִדְבָר לד" )וּמִקְנֶה רַב הָיָה לִבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן"

You find that the descendants of Gad and Reuben were wealthy and had abundant 

livestock. They loved their affluence and settled outside of the Land of Israel.

This is why they were exiled before the other tribes, as it is written, “And he [the king of 

Assyria] exiled the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh” (I Chronicles 5:26).

What provoked their early exile? Separating from their brothers over their possessions. 

How do we know this? For the Torah states, “And the descendants of Reuben and Gad 

had abundant livestock” (Numbers 32:1).

TEXT 2A



They gave up living in 

the holiest place in 

the world for their 

materialistic desires.



Proverbs 20:21

נָה וְאַחֲרִיתָהּ   הֶלֶת בָרִאשֹּ נַחֲלָה מְבֹּ

רָךְ ֹּא תְבֹּ .ל

An inheritance acquired hastily in the 

beginning will not have a blessed ending.

TEXT 2B



They put their material 

needs ahead of the 

Holy Land and even 

their own children.



Rashi, ad loc.

נָה" הֶלֶת בָרִאשֹּ .שֶנִבְהַל לְמַהֵר וְלִיטּוֹל תְחִלָה". נַחֲלָה מְבֹּ

וְדִבְרוּ , כְגוֹן בְנֵי גָד וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן שֶמִהֲרוּ לִטוֹל חֶלְקָם בְעֵבֶר הַיַרְדֵן

ה וְעָרִים לְטַפֵנוּ: "שֶנֶאֱמַר. בְבֶהָלָה ֹּאן נִבְנָה לְמִקְנֵינוּ פֹּ " גִדְרוֹת צ

ֹּאנָם לְטַפָם(. טז, בַמִדְבָר לב) .עָשוּ אֶת הָעִיקָר טָפֵל שֶהִקְדִימוּ צ

“An inheritance acquired hastily in the beginning”: because one hastens to 

take it first.

The descendants of Gad and Reuben are a good example. They hastened to 

take their share on the far bank of the Jordan River, and they spoke hastily. 

This is indicated in the following passage: “We want to build sheepfolds for 

our cattle here and cities for our children” (Numbers 32:16). By providing for 

their livestock before their children, they prioritized what should have been 

secondary.

TEXT 2C



Moses sent half of the tribe 

of Manasseh to settle in the 

land outside of Israel.



Numbers 32:33

שֶה לִבְנֵי גָד וְלִבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן וְלַחֲצִי שֵבֶט  וַיִתֵן לָהֶם מֹּ

רִי וְאֶת  ן מֶלֶךְ הָאֱמֹּ מְנַשֶה בֶן יוֹסֵף אֶת מַמְלֶכֶת סִיחֹּ

עָרֵי , הָאָרֶץ לְעָרֶיהָ בִגְבֻלֹת, מַמְלֶכֶת עוֹג מֶלֶךְ הַבָשָן

.הָאָרֶץ סָבִיב

Moses gave the descendants of Gad and the 

descendants of Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh, 

son of Joseph, the kingdom of the Amorite king Sihon

and the kingdom of the Bashanite king Og. He gave 

them the land together with its cities within borders, 

the cities of the surrounding territory.

TEXT 3



The sages talk about 

Manasseh’s presence 

outside of Israel as a good 

thing, and the split 

between the two halves of 

the tribe was celebrated.



Midrash, Bamidbar

Rabah 14:7

כְנֶגֶד שֵבֶט מְנַשֶה  , וּלְזֶבַח הַשְלָמִים בָקָר שְנַיִם

חֶצְיוֹ , שֶנֶחֱלַק לִשְנַיִם וְלָקַח שְנֵי חֲלָקִים בָאָרֶץ

בְעֵבֶר הַיַרְדֵן וְחֶצְיוֹ בְאֶרֶץ  

“Two oxen for the peace offering” (Numbers 7:17) to 

reflect the fact that the tribe of Manasseh was divided 

into two halves. They took two portions of the Land, one 

on the far bank of the Jordan River and the other in 

Canaan proper.

TEXT 4



Jerusalem Talmud, 

Bikurim 1:8

ֹּא נָטְלוּ מֵעַצְמָן .חֲצִי שֵבֶט מְנַשֶה ל

The half tribe of Manasseh did not take it 

on their own.

TEXT 5



Why did Moses force this on to 

the tribe of Manasseh? What 

about it was good for them?

QUESTION



It was good for Manasseh, 

but not for Gad and Reuben 

because they asked for it.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, 

Likutei Sichot 28, p. 213

אַלֶע עִנְיָנִים וֶועלְכֶע זַיינֶען פַארְבוּנְדְן מִיט  

עֶצֶם מְצִיאוּת פוּן אִידְן הָאֶבְן זִיךְ אוֹיפְגֶעטָאן  

שֶה רַבֵינוּ .דוּרְךְ מֹּ

Everything fundamental to Judaism was 

transmitted through Moses.

TEXT 6



G-d gave Judaism 

through Moses, 

therefore he was the 

sole transmitter.



EXAMPLES OF WHAT MOSES INITIATED

• All future Torah innovation

• The coming of Messiah

• The gift of The Holy Land

All of these happened, or will happen after 

Moses’s passing, yet he had a hand in them all.



Midrash, Vayikra Rabah

22:1

וַאֲפִלוּ מַה  , מִקְרָא מִשְנָה הֲלָכוֹת תַלְמוּד תוֹסֶפְתוֹת אַגָדוֹת

כֻלָן נֶאֶמְרוּ לְמשֶה  , שֶתַלְמִיד וָתִיק עָתִיד לוֹמַר לִפְנֵי רַבוֹ

ֹּאמַר רְאֵה זֶה חָדָש הוּא: "שֶנֶאֱמַר, בְסִינַי ,  יֵש דָבָר שֶי

הֶלֶת א" )חֲבֵרוֹ מֵשִיב עָלָיו כְבָר הָיָה לְעוֹלָמִים (.י, קֹּ

The Written Torah, the Mishnah, the laws, the Talmud, the 

additional teachings, and the Agadic teachings, including anything 

a veteran student might ever say before their teacher, were all 

transmitted to Moses at Mount Sinai. This is stated in the passage, 

“There are things about which one might say, ‘See, this is new,’ yet 

one’s colleague would reply, ‘It already existed’” (Ecclesiastes 1:10).

TEXT 7



G-d taught Moses all of Torah 

at Sinai, some understood 

and some hidden. Until today, 

any Torah innovation stems 

from what was transmitted

through Moses.



Rabbi Shneur Zalman of 

Liadi, Torah Or, p. 75b

.הוּא גוֹאֵל רִאשוֹן וְגוֹאֵל אַחֲרוֹן

He was our first redeemer, and he will be 

our final redeemer.

TEXT 8A



Moses’s first role as leader 

was freeing the Jews from 

Egypt, and all future 

redemptions, including the 

final one, will come through 

the seeds he planted.



Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak 

Schneersohn, Sefer

Hamaamarim 5708, 

p. 159

ֹּא   מִזְמַן יְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם עַד גְאוּלָה הָעֲתִידָה לָב

הֵם יְמֵי צֵאתְךָ מֵאֶרֶץ  , בִמְהֵרָה בְיָמֵינוּ אָמֵן

.מִצְרַיִם

All the days, from the Exodus from Egypt until the 

Redemption that will come speedily in our days, 

amen, are [one long journey called] “the days you left 

the land of Egypt” (Micah 7:15).

TEXT 8B



The days you left the land of Egypt

Moses began the process of redemption, and though it wasn’t 

complete in his day, the future Redemption will stem from 

him, which is why the Torah refers to the Exodus as plural.

צֵאתְךָ מֵאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיִםיְמֵיהֵם 
Hem yemey tzetcha me'eretz Mitzrayim



Midrash, Tanchuma, 

Re’eh, ch. 8

חֲבִיבָה אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל שֶבָחַר בָהּ 

.הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא

כְשֶבָרָא הָעוֹלָם חִלֵק , אַתָה מוֹצֵא

הָאֲרָצוֹת לְשָרֵי הָאֻמוֹת וּבָחַר בְאֶרֶץ 

שֶה אָמַר? מִנַיִן שֶכֵן. יִשְרָאֵל :  מֹּ

, דְבָרִים לב" )בְהַנְחֵל עֶלְיוֹן גוֹיִם וְגוֹ"

(.ח

כִי  : "שֶנֶאֱמַר, וּבָחַר לְחֶלְקוֹ יִשְרָאֵל

ב חֶבֶל נַחֲלָתוֹ, עַמוֹ' חֵלֶק ה שָם  " )יַעֲקֹּ

(.ט, לב

אוּ יִשְרָאֵל  : אָמַר הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא יָבֹּ

וְיִנְחֲלוּ אֶת הָאָרֶץ , שֶבָאוּ לְחֶלְקִי

.שֶבָאָה לְחֶלְקִי

The Land of Israel is beloved, for G-d selected 

it.

We find that when G-d created the world, He 

divided the lands among the chieftains of the 

nations and chose Israel for Himself. How do 

we know this? For Moses said, “When the 

Supernal One gave nations their lot” 

(Deuteronomy 32:8).

And G-d selected the Jewish people for Himself, 

as it is stated, “Because Jacob is G-d’s portion, 

Jacob is the lot of His inheritance” (ibid., 32:9).

Thus, G-d said, “Let the Jewish people, who 

came to be My portion, inherit the Land that I 

selected as My portion.”

TEXT 9



Rabbi Yosef Rosen, 

Tzafnat Paane’ach

Al HaTorah, 

Deuteronomy 34:1

וְעַיֵין סוֹטָה  . דְהוּא קִידֵש בִרְאָיָה שֶלוֹ הָאֲוִיר

ֹּא שָלְטוּ שוֹנְאֵיהֶם בְמַעֲשֵי יְדֵיהֶם, (א, ט) ,  דְל

.וּלְכָךְ נִשְאַר קָדוֹש לְעוֹלָם

Moses’s gaze imbued the Land with sanctity. The 

Talmud (Sotah 9a) states that our enemies never 

destroyed what Moses [and King David] created. 

Thus, the sanctity of the Holy Land is eternal.

TEXT 10



The designation of the 

Holy Land for the Jewish 

people, also fundamental 

to Judaism, came through 

Moses gazing over the 

land from Mount Nevo

before his passing.



Moses gave the land to 

Manasseh to plant the seed 

for Israel’s future expansion 

and extend its holiness.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, Likutei

Sichot 28, p. 214

שֶה רַבֵינוּ הָאט  , וְיֵש לוֹמַר אַז דָאס אִיז דֶער טַעַם פַארְוָואס מֹּ

.גֶעגֶעבְן אַ חֵלֶק בְעֵבֶר הַיַרְדֵן צוּ חֲצִי שֵבֶט מְנַשֶה

וַויְיל דֶער עִנְיָן פוּן עֵבֶר הַיַרְדֵן אִיז מֵעֵין וְדוּגְמָא צוּם עִנְיָן פוּן 

סְ׳אִיז אַ הוֹסָפָה (. כ, דְבָרִים יב" )יַרְחִיב ה׳ אֱלוֹקֶיךָ אֶת גְבוּלְךָ"

.אוֹיף גְבוּלְךָ

This is why Moses assigned half of Manasseh’s tribe a portion 

on the far bank of the Jordan River.

Settling Jews on the other side of the Jordan River 

foreshadowed the future when “G-d will expand your 

boundaries” (Deuteronomy 12:20) because it constituted an 

expansion of Israel’s boundaries.

TEXT 11



Looking to replace the holy 

land of Israel with fertile lands 

elsewhere.

Bringing an Israel based tribe 

outside caused the holiness of 

Israel to spill over.

GAD AND REUBEN MANASSEH



Moses was a comer, not a goer.

Moses didn’t dwell on the past, he lived to prepare for the 

future and what was ahead.



Midrash, Bamidbar

Rabah 14:7

כְנֶגֶד חַבְלֵי מְנַשֶה  , כַף אַחַת עֲשָרָה זָהָב

.עֲשָרָה

פַר אֶחָד בֶן בָקָר וְגוֹ׳ אַיִל אֶחָד וְגוֹ׳ שְעִיר  

הֲרֵי שְלשָה כְנֶגֶד שְלשָה  , עִזִים אֶחָד וְגוֹ׳

דוֹרוֹת שֶרָאָה יוֹסֵף מִן מְנַשֶה שֶנָטְלוּ חֵלֶק  

. . .בָאָרֶץ 

כְנֶגֶד שֵבֶט  , וּלְזֶבַח הַשְלָמִים בָקָר שְנַיִם

וְלָקַח שְנֵי חֲלָקִים  , מְנַשֶה שֶנֶחֱלַק לִשְנַיִם

חֶצְיוֹ בְעֵבֶר הַיַרְדֵן וְחֶצְיוֹ בְאֶרֶץ  , בָאָרֶץ

.כְנַעַן

אֵילִם חֲמִשָה עַתֻדִים חֲמִשָה כְבָשִים בְנֵי  

לָמָה הָיוּ שֶל חֲמִשָה  . . . שָנָה חֲמִשָה 

כְנֶגֶד חָמֵש נָשִים מִשֵבֶט מְנַשֶה  ? חֲמִשָה

אֵלוּ בְנוֹת צְלָפְחָד  , שֶנָטְלוּ חֵלֶק בָאָרֶץ

.חָמֵש

“One spoon weighing ten silver shekels” (Numbers 7:14). 

This represented the ten districts that fell to the tribe of 

Manasseh. . . .

“One young bull, one ram, . . . one buck” (Ibid. 7:15-16). 

These three offerings represent the three generations of 

Manasseh’s descendants—that Joseph lived to see—who 

received portions in the Land of Israel. . . .

“Two oxen for the peace offering” (Numbers 7:17). This 

indicates that the portion of Manasseh was divided into 

two halves. Half of the tribe was on the far bank of the 

Jordan River, and half of the tribe received their portion 

in the Land. . . .

“Five rams, five bucks, and five lambs” (Ibid.). Why five of 

each? This represented the five daughters who received 

a portion in the Land. These are the daughters of 

Zelophehad, of whom there were five

TEXT 12



Moses specifically chose Manasseh because of 

their deep love for the Holy Land.

Moses

Tribe of Manasseh



The Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, Likutei

Sichot 28, p. 214

שֶה גֶעגֶעבְן דַוְקָא בְאוֹפֶן פוּן חֶצְיוֹ בְעֵבֶר הַיַרְדֵן וְחֶצְיוֹ בְאֶרֶץ   אוּן מֵהַאי טַעֲמָא הָאט עֶס מֹּ

אַז בַיי מְנַשֶה אִיז עֶס נִיט גֶעוֶוען אַן עִנְיָן פוּן וִויתוּר חַס וְשָלוֹם אוֹיְף אַ  , לְהַדְגִיש. כְנַעַן

.נַחֲלָה בְאֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל

ֹּא  ! זֵיי הָאבְן אַ חֵלֶק אִין אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל נָאר דָאס אִיז בְדוּגְמָא צוּ יְרוּשַת הָאָרֶץ לֶעָתִיד לָב

,  טֵייל אִידְן וֶועלְן זַיין בְאֶרֶץ שִבְעָה עֲמָמִין. וָואס וֶועט זַיין אִין אַן אוֹפֶן פוּן נֶחֱלָק לִשְנַיִם

.אוּן אַ חֵלֶק אִין אֶרֶץ קֵינִי קְנִיזִי וְקַדְמוֹנִי

Moses made a point to assign half of the tribe of Manasseh to Transjordan and half to 

the land of Canaan. This underscored that Manasseh did not go to Transjordan to 

surrender their portion in the Land of Israel, G-d forbid.

They certainly had a portion in the Land of Israel. However, it is like the inheritance of 

Israel that we will receive when Mashiach comes. The Jewish people will then be divided 

into two groups. One group will be in what is considered the Land of Israel today, and 

the other will be in what will be regarded as the Land of Israel when Mashiach comes.

TEXT 13



When Moses split the tribe of Manasseh in half, 

they became the bridge linking Israel to the outside.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, ibid.

וְיֵש לוֹמַר אַז דָאס אִיז אַ חִילוּק עִיקָרִי  

צְוִוישְן נַחֲלַת בְנֵי גָד וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן אוּן נַחֲלַת  

.חֲצִי שֵבֶט מְנַשֶה

דִי נַחֲלָה פוּן בְנֵי גָד וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן בְעֵבֶר 

,  גֶעקוּמֶען מִצַד זֵייֶער בַקָשָה( א)הַיַרְדֵן אִיז 

" חִבְבוּ אֶת מָמוֹנָם"מֵחֲמַת דֶעם וָואס ( ב)

אִין אַן אוֹפֶן אַז צוּלִיב דֶעם זַיינֶען  ( ג)אוּן 

זֵיי גֶעוֶוען גְרֵייט צוּ מְוַותֵר זַיין עַל חֶלְקָם 

. . .' בָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר נָתַן לָהֶם ה

מָה שֶאֵין כֵן בַיי חֲצִי שֵבֶט מְנַשֶה אִיז עֶס  

דֶעם חֵלֶק בְעֵבֶר  . גֶעוֶוען בְאוֹפֶן הָפְכִי

שֶה רַבֵינוּ גֶעגֶעבְן אוּן . הַיַרְדֵן הָאט זֵיי מֹּ

דוּרְךְ דֶעם אִיז יְרוּשַת הָאָרֶץ בַיי דֶער 

בִיאָה הָרִאשוֹנָה גֶעוֶוען מֵעֵין וְדוּגְמָא צוּ  

.יְרוּשַת הָאָרֶץ לֶעָתִיד לָבֹּא

This was the fundamental difference 

between the descendants of Gad and 

Reuben vs. the descendants of Manasseh.

The descendants of Gad and Reuben 

received their inheritance in Transjordan 

because they (A) asked for it, (B) cherished 

their possessions, and (C) prepared to 

surrender their portion in the G-d-given 

land to achieve their aim.

Not so with the descendants of Manasseh, 

for whom it occurred in the very opposite 

way. (A) Moses assigned them their 

portion in Transjordan. (B) By accepting, 

they allowed the initial Jewish inheritance 

of Israel to foreshadow the Israel we will 

inherit when Mashiach comes.
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They went to the land as 

‘goers,’ leaving the Holy Land 

behind for personal reasons 

and moving away from Israel.

GOERS

They settled there as ‘comers,’ 

bringing holiness and helping 

prepare for future expansion 

and the ultimate Redemption.

COMERS

Gad and Reuben Manasseh 



Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak 

Schneersohn, Igrot

Kodesh 4, p. 341

נִי אָבִי מוֹרִי וְרַבִי אָמַר לְאֶחָד עַל  כְבוֹד אֲדֹּ

מֵאָז שֶאָמַר הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא  : יְחִידוּת

לְאַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ עָלָיו הַשָלוֹם ״לֵךְ לְךָ מֵאַרְצְךָ״  

וּכְתִיב ״וַיִסַע אַבְרָם הָלוֹךְ  , (א, בְרֵאשִית יב)

הוּתְחַל סוֹד  , (ט, שָם)וְנָסוֹעַ הַנֶגְבָה״ 

וְעַל פִי גְזֵירַת הַהַשְגָחָה הָעֶלְיוֹנָה  . הַבֵירוּרִים

הָאָדָם הוֹלֵךְ לְמַסָעָיו בְמָקוֹם אֲשֶר הַנִיצוֹצוֹת  

. . .  הַצְרִיכִים לְהִתְבָרֵר עַל יָדוֹ מְחַכִים 

.לִגְאוּלָתָם

רוֹאִים הֵם בְאֵיזֶה  , הַצַדִיקִים שֶהֵם בַעֲלֵי רְאִיָה

מָקוֹם הַבֵירוּרִים שֶלָהֶם מְחַכִים לָהֶם וְהוֹלְכִים  

הִנֵה עִילַת כָל , וְעַמָא דְבַר. שָמָה בְעַצְמָם

הָעִילוֹת וְסִיבַת כָל הַסִיבוֹת מְסַבֵב כַמָה עִילוֹת  

וְסִיבוֹת שֶיָבוֹאוּ לַמָקוֹם הַהוּא אֲשֶר שָם הוּטְּלָה 

.עֲלֵיהֶם הָעֲבוֹדָה בַעֲבוֹדַת הַבֵירוּרִים

The Rebbe, [Rabbi Shalom Dovber Schneersohn, 

the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe], my master, father, 

mentor, and teacher, told someone during a 

personal audience: Ever since G d told our father 

Abraham, “Go from your land” (Genesis 12:1), and 

it is written, “Abram kept traveling southward” 

(ibid., 12:9), the mystery of sanctifying the world 

began. By decree of Divine providence, we each 

go about our travels to the place where our 

personal “mission” awaits us.

Righteous people, who have spiritual vision, see 

where their missions await them and go there 

deliberately. As for ordinary folk, [G-d] the Cause 

of all causes and Prime Mover, brings about 

various reasons and circumstances that propel us 

to the place where we were assigned a “mission” 

to perform.
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We can turn even nonideal

choices into growth and 

holiness by transforming 

ourselves into “comers.” 

THE MINDSET SHIFT



Are we “going” from our peaks or 

“coming” toward new opportunities?

QUESTION

We can be “goers,” chasing comfort, or “comers,” 

using everyday choices to do good, grow, and 

prepare for the final redemption.



KEY POINTS

3. The tribes of Reuben and Gad petitioned Moses to allow them to 

settle in the fertile lands outside Israel so that they could have lush 

grazing for their livestock. This rendered them “goers,” as they left the 

Holy Land for materialistic pursuits.

1. In life, there are “goers” and “comers.” “Goers” feel like they are 

traveling away from their best days and ideals. Their glory days are 

behind them. “Comers” feel like their best days are ahead of them.

2. All fundamental elements of Judaism must come to us through 

Moses.



KEY POINTS

4. Moses instructed half the tribe of Manasseh to settle outside Israel to 

set the tone for Israel’s future expansion in the messianic age. This 

rendered them “comers,” as they were coming to a time when Israel’s 

holiness would expand beyond Israel

5. When we do things for G-dly reasons, we are “comers,” coming 

toward holiness and G-dliness. When we do things to satisfy our 

cravings, we are “goers” and leave our highest ideals behind.

6. We can transform ourselves from “goers” to “comers” by changing our attitude.
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