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STUDIES

MATOT-MASEI

Settling for More

How the Right Perspective Transforms Uecisions



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Matot-Masei

Moses conveys to the heads
of the tribes of Israel the laws
governing the annulment of
VOWS.

War is waged against Midian
for their role in plotting the
moral destruction of Israel,
and the Torah gives a detailed
account of the war spoils and
how they were allocated
among the people, the
warriors, the Levites, and the
High Priest.

The tribes of Reuben and Gad
(later joined by half of the

tribe of Manasseh) ask for the
lands east of the Jordan River

as their portion in the
Promised Land, these being
prime pastureland for their
cattle. Moses is initially
angered by the request but
subsequently agrees, on the
condition that they first join,
and lead, in Israel’'s conquest
of the lands west of the
Jordan.

The forty-two journeys and
encampments of Israel are
listed, from the Exodus to
their encampment on the
plains of Mo'ab across the
river from the land of Canaan.

Also in Masei: The boundaries
of the Promised Land are
given, and cities of refuge are
designated as havens and
places of exile for inadvertent
murderers. The daughters of
Zelophehad marry within their
own tribe of Manasseh, so
that the estate that they
inherited from their father
should not pass to another
tribe.







The tribes of Gad and
Reuben asked Moses if
they can settle in the
fertile lands outside of
[srael.
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Numbers 32:4-5
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4. "The land that G-d struck down before the nation of Israel is a
land for livestock, and your servants have livestock.”

5. And they said, “If we have found favor in your eyes, may this

land be given to your servants as an inheritance. Do not lead us
across the Jordan River.”






QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

In your mind, were these people
“comers” or “goers’?

Were they headed toward life’s
greatest ideal or fleeing from it?
Why do you think so?
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You find that the descendants of Gad and Reuben were wealthy and had abundant
livestock. They loved their affluence and settled outside of the Land of Israel.

This is why they were exiled before the other tribes, as it is written, “And he [the king of
Assyria] exiled the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh” (I Chronicles 5:26).

What provoked their early exile? Separating from their brothers over their possessions.
How do we know this? For the Torah states, “And the descendants of Reuben and Gad
had abundant livestock” (Numbers 32:1).
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Proverbs 20:21

An inheritance acquired hastily in the
beginning will not have a blessed ending.







TEXT 2C

Rashi, ad loc.
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“An inheritance acquired hastily in the beginning”: because one hastens to
take it first.

The descendants of Gad and Reuben are a good example. They hastened to
take their share on the far bank of the Jordan River, and they spoke hastily.
This is indicated in the following passage: “We want to build sheepfolds for
our cattle here and cities for our children” (Numbers 32:16). By providing for
their livestock before their children, they prioritized what should have been
secondary.
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Moses gave the descendants of Gad and the
descendants of Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh,
son of Joseph, the kingdom of the Amorite king Sihon
and the kingdom of the Bashanite king Og. He gave
them the land together with its cities within borders,
the cities of the surrounding territory.
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Rabah 14:7

“Two oxen for the peace offering” (Numbers 7:17) to
reflect the fact that the tribe of Manasseh was divided
into two halves. They took two portions of the Land, one
on the far bank of the Jordan River and the other in

Canaan proper.
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Jerusalem Talmud,
Bikurim 1:8

The half tribe of Manasseh did not take it

on their own.




QUESTION

Why did Moses force this on to
the tribe of Manasseh? What
about it was good for them?
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Everything fundamental to Judaism was
transmitted through Moses.







EXAMPLES OF WHAT MOSES INITIATED

 All future Torah innovation
e The coming of Messiah
* The gift of The Holy Land
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22:1

The Written Torah, the Mishnah, the laws, the Talmud, the
additional teachings, and the Agadic teachings, including anything
a veteran student might ever say before their teacher, were all
transmitted to Moses at Mount Sinai. This is stated in the passage,
“There are things about which one might say, ‘See, this is new,’ yet
one'’s colleague would reply, ‘It already existed™ (Ecclesiastes 1:10).
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Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Torah Or, p. 75b

He was our first redeemer, and he will be

our final redeemer.
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Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Sefer
Hamaamarim 5708,

p. 159
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All the days, from the Exodus from Egypt until the
Redemption that will come speedily in our days,
amen, are [one long journey called] “the days you left
the land of Egypt” (Micah 7:15).
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Moses began the process of redemption, and though it wasn't
complete in his day, the future Redemption will stem from
him, which is why the Torah refers to the Exodus as plural.
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Midrash, Tanchuma,
Re’eh, ch. 8
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The Land of Israel is beloved, for G-d selected
it.

We find that when G-d created the world, He
divided the lands among the chieftains of the
nations and chose Israel for Himself. How do
we know this? For Moses said, “When the
Supernal One gave nations their lot”
(Deuteronomy 32:8).

And G-d selected the Jewish people for Himself,
as it is stated, "Because Jacob is G-d's portion,
Jacob is the lot of His inheritance” (ibid., 32:9).

Thus, G-d said, “Let the Jewish people, who
came to be My portion, inherit the Land that |
selected as My portion.”
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Rabbi Yosef Rosen,
Tzafnat Paane’ach
Al HaTorah,

Deuteronomy 34:1
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Moses's gaze imbued the Land with sanctity. The
Talmud (Sotah 9a) states that our enemies never
destroyed what Moses [and King David] created.
Thus, the sanctity of the Holy Land is eternal.









TEXT 11

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 28, p. 214
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This is why Moses assigned half of Manasseh's tribe a portion
on the far bank of the Jordan River.

Settling Jews on the other side of the Jordan River
foreshadowed the future when “G-d will expand your
boundaries” (Deuteronomy 12:20) because it constituted an
expansion of Israel’s boundaries.
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Moses was a comer, not a goer
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TEXT 12

Midrash, Bamidbar
Rabah 14:7

Y 3] TON PN 13 P32 12 TON 9
T TR Y 7 i) TN DT

PoM 0IY I 0 0T XY NI
TR

LIV X2 DI P2 DY NI
0P "I N DY PRmIY Y
YN PR 17770 1292 D0 LPIN3
Jv1?

73 DW3D TR0 DTNV TWR0 07N
ivcgalyBrdovi Ry o lr Ay |2Ja s By b4
YN VWD DOV WA TAD 7aWnn
DX N1 IR PN Pon WY
Rijalyl

“One spoon weighing ten silver shekels” (Numbers 7:14).
This represented the ten districts that fell to the tribe of
Manasseh. . ..

“One young bull, one ram, . . . one buck” (Ibid. 7:15-16).
These three offerings represent the three generations of
Manasseh'’s descendants—that Joseph lived to see—who
received portions in the Land of Israel. . . .

“Two oxen for the peace offering” (Numbers 7:17). This
indicates that the portion of Manasseh was divided into
two halves. Half of the tribe was on the far bank of the
Jordan River, and half of the tribe received their portion
in the Land. . ..

“Five rams, five bucks, and five lambs” (Ibid.). Why five of
each? This represented the five daughters who received
a portion in the Land. These are the daughters of
Zelophehad, of whom there were five




Moses

Tribe of Manasseh

\ 4

Moses specifically chose Manasseh because of
their deep love for the Holy Land.
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Moses made a point to assign half of the tribe of Manasseh to Transjordan and half to
the land of Canaan. This underscored that Manasseh did not go to Transjordan to
surrender their portion in the Land of Israel, G-d forbid.

They certainly had a portion in the Land of Israel. However, it is like the inheritance of
Israel that we will receive when Mashiach comes. The Jewish people will then be divided
into two groups. One group will be in what is considered the Land of Israel today, and
the other will be in what will be regarded as the Land of Israel when Mashiach comes.




When Moses split the tribe of Manasseh in half,
they became the bridge linking Israel to the outside.




TEXT 14

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid.
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This was the fundamental difference
between the descendants of Gad and
Reuben vs. the descendants of Manasseh.

The descendants of Gad and Reuben
received their inheritance in Transjordan
because they (A) asked for it, (B) cherished
their possessions, and (C) prepared to
surrender their portion in the G-d-given
land to achieve their aim.

Not so with the descendants of Manasseh,
for whom it occurred in the very opposite
way. (A) Moses assigned them their
portion in Transjordan. (B) By accepting,
they allowed the initial Jewish inheritance
of Israel to foreshadow the Israel we will
inherit when Mashiach comes.




GOERS COMERS

They went to the land as They settled there as ‘comers,’
‘goers,’ leaving the Holy Land bringing holiness and helping
behind for personal reasons prepare for future expansion

and moving away from lIsrael. and the ultimate Redemption.



TEXT 15

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Igrot
Kodesh 4, p. 341
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The Rebbe, [Rabbi Shalom Dovber Schneersohn,
the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe], my master, father,
mentor, and teacher, told someone during a
personal audience: Ever since G d told our father
Abraham, "Go from your land” (Genesis 12:1), and
it is written, "Abram kept traveling southward”
(ibid., 12:9), the mystery of sanctifying the world
began. By decree of Divine providence, we each
go about our travels to the place where our
personal “mission” awaits us.

Righteous people, who have spiritual vision, see
where their missions await them and go there
deliberately. As for ordinary folk, [G-d] the Cause
of all causes and Prime Mover, brings about
various reasons and circumstances that propel us
to the place where we were assigned a “mission”
to perform.







We can be “goers,” chasing comfort, or “comers,”
using everyday choices to do good, grow, and
prepare for the final redemption.

QUESTION

Are we “going” from our peaks or
“coming” toward new opportunities?



KEY POINTS

1.

In life, there are “goers” and “comers.” “Goers" feel like they are
traveling away from their best days and ideals. Their glory days are
behind them. “"Comers” feel like their best days are ahead of them.

. All fundamental elements of Judaism must come to us through

Moses.

. The tribes of Reuben and Gad petitioned Moses to allow them to

settle in the fertile lands outside Israel so that they could have lush
grazing for their livestock. This rendered them “goers,” as they left the
Holy Land for materialistic pursuits.



KEY POINTS

4. Moses instructed half the tribe of Manasseh to settle outside Israel to
set the tone for Israel’s future expansion in the messianic age. This
rendered them “comers,” as they were coming to a time when Israel’s
holiness would expand beyond Israel

5. When we do things for G-dly reasons, we are “comers,” coming
toward holiness and G-dliness. When we do things to satisfy our
cravings, we are “goers” and leave our highest ideals behind.

6. We can transform ourselves from “goers” to “comers” by changing our attitude.
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