
KI TETZE

One Person. Seriously?
Annoying News for Anyone Hoping to Stay Spiritually Off the Grid



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW
KI TETZE

Seventy-four of the Torah’s 613 

commandments (mitzvot) are in 

the parshah of Ki Tetze. These 

include the laws of the beautiful 

captive, the inheritance rights of 

the firstborn, the wayward and 

rebellious son, burial and dignity 

of the dead, returning a lost 

object, sending away a mother 

bird before taking her young, 

the duty to erect a safety fence 

around the roof of one’s home, 

and the various forms of kilayim

(forbidden plant and animal 

hybrids). 

Also recounted are the judicial 

procedures and penalties for 

adultery, for the rape or 

seduction of an unmarried girl, 

and for a husband who falsely 

accuses his wife of infidelity. The 

following cannot marry a person 

of Jewish lineage: a mamzer

(someone born from an 

adulterous or incestuous 

relationship); a male of Moabite 

or Ammonite descent; or a first-

or second-generation Edomite 

or Egyptian. 

Our parshah also includes laws 

governing the purity of the 

military camp; the prohibition 

against turning in an escaped 

slave; the duty to pay a worker 

on time and to allow anyone 

working for you—human or 

animal—to “eat on the job”; the 

proper treatment of a debtor 

and the prohibition against 

charging interest on a loan; the 

laws of divorce (from which are 

also derived many of the laws of 

marriage); the penalty of thirty-

nine lashes for transgression of a 

Torah prohibition; and the 

procedures for yibum (“levirate 

marriage”) of the wife of a 

deceased man to his childless 

brother, or chalitzah (“removing 

of the shoe”) in the case that this 

brother-in-law does not wish to 

marry her. 

Ki Tetze concludes with the 

obligation to remember “what 

Amalek did to you on the road 

on your way out of Egypt.”



When do you feel that you “matter” as a person?

Is it when you’re needed, when you’re successful, 

when you’re impactful, when you’re seen, or when 

you’re simply being good and faithful?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION



Deuteronomy 24:14–15

נִי וְאֶבְיוֹן. יד כִיר עָׂ מֵאַחֶיךָ אוֹ מִגֵרְךָ אֲשֶר בְאַרְצְךָ  , לאֹ תַעֲשֹק שָׂ

רֶיךָ .בִשְעָׂ

יו הַשֶמֶש. טו לָׂ בוֹא עָׂ רוֹ וְלאֹ תָׂ יו הוּא  , בְיוֹמוֹ תִתֵן שְכָׂ נִי הוּא וְאֵלָׂ כִי עָׂ

לֶיךָ אֶל ה, נֹשֵא אֶת נַפְשוֹ א עָׂ יָׂה בְךָ חֵטְא' וְלאֹ יִקְרָׂ .וְהָׂ

14. Do not withhold the wages of a poor or destitute hired worker, of 

your brothers, or of your strangers who are in your land within your cities.

15. Give him his wage on his day and let not the sun set over it, for he is 

poor, and he risks his life for it. This way, he will not cry out to G-d against you, 

and you will [not] be sinful.

TEXT 1



This parshah talks 

about the 

commandment of 

making payroll on time.



Liturgical Formulation 
of Maimonides’s 
Eleventh Principle of 
Jewish Faith

רַךְ   ה שֶהַבוֹרֵא יִתְבָׂ אֲנִי מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָׂה שְלֵמָׂ

יו וּמַעֲנִיש  , שְמוֹ גוֹמֵל טוֹב לְשוֹמְרֵי מִצְוֹתָׂ

יו .לְעוֹבְרֵי מִצְוֹתָׂ

I believe with perfect faith that the blessed Creator 

bestows goodness on those who observe His 

commandments and punishes those who 

transgress His commandments.

TEXT 2



We believe that G-d rewards 

our good deeds and punishes 

for the bad ones.



Talmud, Eruvin 22a

עַ בֶן לֵוִי מַר רַבִי יְהוֹשֻׁ נֹכִי מְצַוְּךָ  , מַאי דִכְתִיב: דְאָׂ ״אֲשֶר אָׂ

ם״  רִים ז)הַיּוֹם לַעֲשוֹתָׂ ?(יא, דְבָׂ

ם ם, הַיּוֹם לַעֲשוֹתָׂ ר לַעֲשוֹתָׂ חָׂ ם. וְלאֹ לְמָׂ ר  , הַיּוֹם לַעֲשוֹתָׂ חָׂ לְמָׂ

ם רָׂ .לְקַבֵל שְכָׂ

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked, “What is the meaning of the [word 

‘today’ in the] passage, ‘That I command you to observe today’ 

(Deuteronomy 7:11)? 

“The commandments must be observed in the present, not in a 

future lifetime. The present is for observing the commandments; 

the future is for receiving reward.”

TEXT 3



G-d rewards us for our 

mitzvot in different ways 

and at different times, 

but our true reward is in 

the World to Come.



How can G-d defer (our 

primary) payment until 

after our passing? 

QUESTION



Midrash, Shemot
Rabah 30:9

ם דָׂ ר וָׂ שָׂ רוּךְ הוּא כְמִדַת בָׂ דוֹש בָׂ יו שֶל הַקָׂ , שֶאֵין מִדוֹתָׂ

ם מוֹרֶה לַאֲחֵרִים לַעֲשוֹת וְהוּא אֵינוֹ   דָׂ ר וָׂ שָׂ מִדַת בָׂ

א מַה , עוֹשֶה כְלוּם רוּךְ הוּא אֵינוֹ כֵן אֶלָׂ דוֹש בָׂ וְהַקָׂ

אֵל לַעֲשוֹת וְלִשְמֹר, שֶהוּא עוֹשֶה .הוּא אוֹמֵר לְיִשְרָׂ

G-d behaves differently than humans. Humans 

might tell others to do something that they don’t 

do. But G-d is different: what He does, He tells 

the Jews to do and observe.

TEXT 4



The Torah’s rules aren’t just 

for us. They reflect G-d and 

how He runs the world.



A possible answer is that 

this law applies only to 

employers: G-d is our 

Father, so His reward is an 

allowance, not a salary.



Mishnah, Avot 2:14

זָׂר אוֹמֵר  ה  . . . רַבִי אֶלְעָׂ וְדַע לִפְנֵי מִי אַתָׂ

מֵל וּמִי הוּא בַעַל מְלַאכְתְךָ שֶיְּשַלֵם לְךָ , עָׂ

תְךָ .שְכַר פְעֻׁלָׂ

Rabbi Elazar says, . . . “Know before Whom 

you labor and Who is your employer, for 

He will reward you for your labors.”

TEXT 5



Just because He’s our 

Father doesn’t mean G-d 

can skip payroll rules: He 

is still our employer.



Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Shulchan
Aruch HaRav, Choshen
Mishpat, Laws of 
Borrowing and Hiring, 
ch. 12

ה אכָׂ בוּעַ . הַכֹל הוֹלֵךְ אַחַר גְמַר מְלָׂ שְכִיר , וְכֵן שְכִיר שָׂ

נָׂה, חֹדֶש א מִמְלַאכְתוֹ בַיּוֹם. שְכִיר שָׂ ל  , יָׂצָׂ יֵש לוֹ זְמַן כָׂ

ה. הַיּוֹם בִלְבַד א בַלַיְלָׂ ה בִלְבַד, יָׂצָׂ ל הַלַיְלָׂ .יֵש לוֹ זְמַן כָׂ

Payroll obligation begins when the term of employment ends. 

The same rule applies to week laborers, month laborers, or 

annual laborers. If the fixed term expires during the day, the 

employer must pay by the end of the day. If the fixed term 

expires during the night, the employer must pay by the end of 

the night.

TEXT 6



In Jewish law, workers hired for 

longer assignments are 

generally paid only upon the 

completion of the assignment.



Rabbi Yaakov ben 
Yosef Reischer, Iyun
Yaakov to Ein Yaakov, 
Eruvin 22a

א בַיּוֹם   א דַוְקָׂ רִים לְעֵיל אֶלָׂ אוִוין הַנִזְכָׂ דְאֵין הַבַעַל הַבַיִת עוֹבֵר עַל הַלָׂ

תוֹ  תוֹ וּפְעוּלָׂ . . .  שֶנִשְלַם שְכִירָׂ

תוֹ רוּךְ הוּא לַעֲבוֹדָׂ דוֹש בָׂ דִים לְהַקָׂ נוּ מְשוּעְבָׂ ל יָׂמֵינוּ אָׂ נוּ כָׂ ,  כְדִכְתִיב, וְאָׂ

ה" לַיְלָׂ ם וָׂ גִיתָׂ בוֹ יוֹמָׂ עַ א" )וְהָׂ טֵל  ", (ח, יְהוֹשֻׁ ה בֶן חוֹרִין לִיבָׂ וְאִי אַתָׂ

בוֹת ב" )מִמֶנוּ .  עַד שֶיָּׂמוּת( טז, אָׂ

Employers do not violate these labor laws until the fixed term of 

labor is complete. . . .

Our commitment to G-d extends throughout our lifetime, as it is 

written, “Study it day and night” (Joshua 1:8), and “You are not free 

to desist from it” (Mishnah, Avot 2:16) until your passing.

TEXT 7



This applies to our work for G-d: we’re lifetime 

employees. He provides for us in this life to help us do 

our duties, but He only pays us when our contract ends 

which is in the World to Come.

ANSWER



Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of 
Repentance 9:2

הּ הֶפְסֵק  אַחֲרוֹנָׂה שֶאֵין לָׂ ה הָׂ ר כֻׁלוֹ וְהַטּוֹבָׂ כָׂ ל הַשָׂ וְסוֹף כָׂ

עוֹן א, וְגֵרָׂ ם הַבָׂ עוֹלָׂ .הוּא חַיֵּי הָׂ

גוֹ   ם כְמִנְהָׂ ם הַזֶה וְעוֹלָׂ עוֹלָׂ שִיחַ הוּא הָׂ ל יְמוֹת הַמָׂ אֲבָׂ

אֵל, הוֹלֵךְ א שֶהַמַלְכוּת תַחְזֹר לְיִשְרָׂ .אֶלָׂ

The ultimate reward and the final good, which will have no 

end or lapse, is life in the World to Come.

In contrast, the messianic age will unfold in this world, with 

the world following its natural course, except that 

sovereignty will return to Israel.

TEXT 8A



Nachmanides, Gate of 
Reward

מוֹת ם בְעוֹלַם הַנְשָׂ שוֹת וְקִיּוּמָׂ ,  שְכַר הַנְפָׂ

ה גַן עֵדֶן  כָׂ א לְרַבוֹתֵינוּ זִכְרוֹנָׂם לִבְרָׂ נִקְרָׂ

. . .

שִיחַ  וְהוּא מִכְלַל חַיֵּי  . וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן יָׂבאֹ הַמָׂ

ם הַזֶה עוֹלָׂ הּ יִהְיֶה יוֹם הַדִין  . הָׂ וּבְסוֹפָׂ

ר הַכוֹלֵל  . וּתְחִיַּית הַמֵתִים כָׂ שֶהוּא הַשָׂ

דוֹל  . הַגוּף וְהַנֶפֶש ר הַגָׂ עִיקָׂ וְהוּא הָׂ

רוּךְ   דוֹש בָׂ ל מְקַוֶּה לְהַקָׂ שֶהוּא תִקְוַת כָׂ

.הוּא

א שֶבוֹ יָׂשוּב הַגוּף כְמוֹ  ם הַבָׂ עוֹלָׂ וְהוּא הָׂ

וְהַנֶפֶש תִדְבַק בְדַעַת עֶלְיוֹן  , נֶפֶש

הּ בְגַן עֵדֶן  בְקָׂ מוֹת—כְהִדָׂ .  עוֹלַם הַנְשָׂ

ה מִמֶנָׂה ה גְדוֹלָׂ גָׂ וְיִהְיֶה  . וְתִתְעַלֶה בְהַשָׂ

חִים, קִיּוּם הַכֹל .לַעֲדֵי עַד וּלְנֶצַח נְצָׂ

Our sages of blessed memory describe the place 

where souls reside and receive their reward as the 

Garden of Eden. . . .

After this stage, the Mashiach will come. This 

messianic era is also part of this world. At the end 

of this era, there will be a day of judgment, and 

then the Resurrection of the Dead will occur. This 

will be a reward for the body and the soul. This is 

the great principle of faith and the hope of every 

believer. 

This is what our sages called the World to Come, in 

which body and soul will both return, and the soul 

will be fixed to the knowledge of G-d as it was in 

the Garden of Eden—the world of souls. It will then 

ascend to an even higher sphere of comprehension. 

This state will remain for eternity.

TEXT 8B



RAMBAN

• The World to Come refers to the messianic era.

• First comes this world, then the Garden of Eden, then the messianic 

era, and finally the World to Come with resurrected life on earth.

RAMBAM

• The World to Come refers to the afterlife when one passes 

away.

• First comes this world; then the messianic Era where souls are 

resurrected; and finally the World to Come, eternal life in G-d’s 

presence.



PHILOSOPHERS

• Reward is only for the soul, 

not the body

• Spiritual joy is higher than 

physical

MYSTICS

• Reward comes from body 

and soul together

• Resurrection of the dead 

shows the best of both 

worlds

Chasidut agrees with 

the mystical approach.



Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel of Lubavitch, 
Derech Mitzvotecha, 
p. 14b

ה לָׂ אֱמֶת עַל פִי הַקַבָׂ .וְכֵן הוּא הָׂ

According to kabbalah, this 

opinion is correct.

TEXT 8C



How does G-d violate his own 

laws?

QUESTION

Ramban’s view questions the idea that 

G-d rewards in the World to Come, since 

that would create a long and unfair wait.



Rabbi Shneur
Zalman of Liadi, 
Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 37

שִיחַ וּתְחִיַּית הַמֵתִים ,  ְהִנֵה תַכְלִית הַשְלֵימוּת הַזֶה שֶל יְמוֹת הַמָׂ

ם הַזֶה הַגַשְמִי עוֹלָׂ רוּךְ הוּא בָׂ לוּי  , שֶהוּא גִילוּי אוֹר אֵין סוֹף בָׂ תָׂ

לוּת  ל זְמַן מֶשֶךְ הַגָׂ תֵנוּ כָׂ הּ . . . בְמַעֲשֵינוּ וַעֲבוֹדָׂ כִי בַעֲשִיָּׂיתָׂ

ה  ה לְמַטָּׂ רוּךְ הוּא מִלְמַעְלָׂ ם גִילוּי אוֹר אֵין סוֹף בָׂ דָׂ אָׂ מַמְשִיךְ הָׂ

ם הַזֶה .לְהִתְלַבֵש בְגַשְמִיּוּת עוֹלָׂ

The world’s perfected state will be reached in the messianic era, when 

the dead will be resurrected. This state, in which G-d’s infinite light will 

radiate in the physical world, will be achieved by our work and labor 

throughout the term of our Exile. . . . When we perform G-d’s 

commandments, we reveal His endless light and draw it down from 

above to below until it is integrated into this material world.

TEXT 9



We don’t each have a 

personal contract with G-d. 

At Mount Sinai, He chose 

us as one nation to bring 

about the messianic era. 

The task is not complete 

until that is accomplished.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, 
Likutei Sichot 29, p. 140

ה פוּן אַלֶע אִידְן צוּזַאמֶען  , קוּמְט לְפִי זֶה אוֹיס אַז דִי עֲבוֹדָׂ

ל הַדוֹרוֹת יַחַד אִיז אִין גֶדֶר פוּן אֵיין שְכִירוּת ,  בְמֶשֶךְ כָׂ

רַךְ   ה לוֹ יִתְבָׂ אן אַ דִירָׂ הּ אִיז צוּ אוֹיפְטָׂ ווָׂאס עִנְיָׂנָׂהּ וְתַכְלִיתָׂ

. בְתַחְתוֹנִים

נִיט אִין  )אִין דֶעם תַפְקִיד זַיְינֶען אִידְן , וְיֵש לוֹמַר נָׂאךְ מֶער

כִיר ן( נָׂאר, גֶדֶר פוּן שָׂ דֶער : אִין גֶדֶר פוּן קַבְלָׂ

אֵל אַז   מוֹ בִידֵי יִשְרָׂ אט אִיבֶערְגֶעגֶעבְן עוֹלָׂ אוֹיבֶערְשְטֶער הָׂ

רַךְ ה לוֹ יִתְבָׂ ם אַ דִירָׂ אכְן פוּן דֶעם עוֹלָׂ .זֵיי זָׂאלְן מָׂ

אוּן דֶערְמִיט אִיז פַארֶענְטְפֶערְט פַארְווָׂאס עִיקַר עִנְיַן  

באֹ  תִיד לָׂ אלְט עֶרְשְט לֶעָׂ ר ווֶערְט בַאצָׂ כָׂ בִימוֹת  )הַשָׂ

שִיחַ  ר , הַמָׂ ר פוּן  (. בְעוֹלַם הַתְחִיָּׂה—וּבְעִיקָׂ כָׂ ווַייל דֶער שָׂ

ד  לִי צוּ אַלֶע אִידְן כְאֶחָׂ א אִיז דֶער תַשְלוּם כְלָׂ ם הַבָׂ עוֹלָׂ

רַךְ ה לוֹ יִתְבָׂ ה צוּ מַאכְן פוּן ווֶעלְט אַ דִירָׂ .  פַאר זֵייֶער עֲבוֹדָׂ

ר בַאקוּמֶען אִידְן תֵיכֶף נָׂאךְ זֵייֶער פַארְעֶנְדִיקְן   כָׂ אוּן דֶעם שָׂ

ה בְתַחְתוֹנִים רַךְ דִירָׂ ה פוּן לַעֲשוֹת לוֹ יִתְבָׂ .דִי עֲבוֹדָׂ

According to this, our job as Jews 

throughout the generations is bound by a 

single contract to transform this world into 

a sacred habitat for G-d.

We might broaden this out and say that 

we are (not employees but) contractors. 

G-d gave us His world so we can repair it 

and make it into a home for Him.

This explains why our primary reward 

awaits us in the messianic era, especially 

after the Resurrection of the Dead. The 

reward in that future era will be a 

collective payment to all Jews for their 

work to make a home for G-d in this 

world. We will receive this payment 

immediately after completing our task.

TEXT 10



G-d gave us a collective 

task to make a dwelling 

place for Him, and we 

will collectively be 

rewarded as soon as the 

overall task is done.



Rabbi Shneur Zalman of 
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 37 

אֵל שֶהֵם שִשִים רִבוֹא  לוּת יִשְרָׂ כִי כְלָׂ

לוּת הַחַיּוּת שֶל   טִיּוֹת הֵם כְלָׂ מוֹת פְרָׂ נְשָׂ

ם עוֹלָׂ לוּת הָׂ א, כְלָׂ ם נִבְרָׂ ל  . כִי בִשְבִילָׂ וְכָׂ

ט מֵהֶם הוּא כוֹלֵל וְשַיָּׂיךְ לוֹ הַחַיּוּת שֶל  פְרָׂ

ם   עוֹלָׂ לוּת הָׂ ד מִשִשִים רִבוֹא מִכְלָׂ חֵלֶק אֶחָׂ

לוּי בְנַפְשוֹ הַחִיּוּנִית לְהַעֲלוֹתוֹ לַה ' הַתָׂ

הּ .בַעֲלִיָּׂיתָׂ

ם הַזֶה לְצוֹרֶךְ   ה שֶמִשְתַמֵש מֵעוֹלָׂ דְהַיְינוּ בְמָׂ

כְגוֹן . 'גוּפוֹ וְנַפְשוֹ הַחִיּוּנִית לַעֲבוֹדַת ה

ל כְלֵי   ה וְכָׂ ה וּשְתִיָּׂה וְדוֹמֵיהֶם וְדִירָׂ אֲכִילָׂ

יו . תַשְמִישָׂ

טִיּוֹת אֵלוּ הֵן   מוֹת פְרָׂ א שֶשִשִים רִבוֹא נְשָׂ אֶלָׂ

שִים רָׂ ל שֹרֶש מִתְחַלֵק לְשִשִים רִבוֹא , שָׂ וְכָׂ

ה אַחַת, נִיצוֹצוֹת מָׂ ל נִיצוֹץ הוּא נְשָׂ .שֶכָׂ

The Jewish people comprise 600,000 souls, 

representing the collective life of this world, for 

the world was created for them [to elevate]. The 

vitality of the world also comprises 600,000 

segments, each of which is assigned to one of 

the 600,000 souls. The task of each soul is to 

sublimate its respective segment through its 

own sublimation to G-d.

[This is achieved] when we use the material 

resources of this world to nourish body and soul 

for the purpose of serving G-d—for example, 

eating, drinking, and the like, or using one’s 

home and utensils.

These 600,0000 souls are “root souls.” Each root 

subdivides into 600,000 sparks, each of which 

comprises a single soul.

TEXT 11



The mission is complete only when everyone does their 

part within the whole, every contribution helps 

transform the world:



At the annual shluchim

photo, you can spot each 

individual but the real power 

is seeing the whole picture.

Each of us does our part, yet 

together we’re one global 

mission changing the world.



If even one Chabad 

House stops what it’s 

doing, the mission 

can’t be completed.

That’s how much each 

of us matter: every 

part counts.



Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of 
Repentance 3:4 

ם שֶיִּרְאֶה עַצְמוֹ  דָׂ ל אָׂ רִיךְ כָׂ ךְ צָׂ לְפִיכָׂ

הּ כְאִלוּ חֶצְיוֹ זַכַאי  נָׂה כֻׁלָׂ ל הַשָׂ כָׂ

ם חֶצְיוֹ זַכַאי , וְחֶצְיוֹ חַיָּׂב עוֹלָׂ ל הָׂ וְכֵן כָׂ

.וְחֶצְיוֹ חַיָּׂב

ד א חֵטְא אֶחָׂ טָׂ הֲרֵי הִכְרִיעַ אֶת  , חָׂ

ם כֻׁלוֹ לְכַף   עוֹלָׂ ל הָׂ עַצְמוֹ וְאֶת כָׂ

ה ה, חוֹבָׂ תָׂ רַם לוֹ הַשְחָׂ . וְגָׂ

ה אַחַת ה מִצְוָׂ שָׂ הֲרֵי הִכְרִיעַ אֶת , עָׂ

ם כֻׁלוֹ לְכַף זְכוּת עוֹלָׂ ל הָׂ ,  עַצְמוֹ וְאֶת כָׂ

לָׂה ה וְהַצָׂ הֶם תְשוּעָׂ רַם לוֹ וְלָׂ .  וְגָׂ

מִשְלֵי " )וְצַדִיק יְסוֹד עוֹלָׂם: "שֶנֶאֱמַר

דַק(. כה, י ל , זֶה שֶצָׂ הִכְרִיעַ אֶת כָׂ

ם לִזְכוּת וְהִצִילוֹ עוֹלָׂ .הָׂ

A person should always see themself as standing 

on a perfectly balanced scale—half worthy, half 

guilty. And they should see the whole world the 

same way: balanced right on the edge, half 

meritorious and half guilty.

If they commit even a single sin, they tip the 

scale—personally and for the entire world—

toward guilt and bring destruction.

But if they do one good deed, they tip the 

scale—personally and for the entire world—

toward merit and bring deliverance and 

salvation. As Scripture says, “The righteous are 

the foundation of the world” (Proverbs 10:25). 

One act of righteousness can tilt the entire world 

toward goodness and save it.

TEXT 12A



You could be the fifty-first percent, the one who tips 

the scale because no one else can play your role.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, Torat
Menachem 5744:3, 
pp. 1686–87 

ן ה , וּמוּבָׂ זֶה לִתְשוּעָׂ ונָׂה בָׂ שֶהַכַוָּׂ

ה מִיָּׂידִית לָׂ ת אוֹ , וְהַצָׂ חֳרָׂ לאֹ רַק לְמָׂ

תַיִים חֳרָׂ ל דְכַף , מָׂ שָׂ כְפַשְטוּת הַמָׂ

שֶכַאֲשֶר מוֹסִיפִים , מאֹזְנַיִים שְקוּלָׂה

ן עַל אַחַת מִכַפוֹת הַמאֹזְנַיִים טָׂ ט קָׂ , פְרָׂ

.הֲרֵי זֶה מַכְרִיעַ תֵיכֶף וּמִיָּׂד

ל ל  , וְכֵן הוּא בַנִמְשָׂ שָׂ שֶהֲרֵי הַמָׂ

יו טָׂ ל פְרָׂ ון בְכָׂ שֶעַל . דְתוֹרַת אֱמֶת מְכֻׁוָּׂ

וה אַחַת הִכְרִיעַ אֶת עַצְמוֹ  יְדֵי מִצְוָׂ

רַם   ם כוּלוֹ לְכַף זְכוּת וְגָׂ עוֹלָׂ ל הָׂ וְאֶת כָׂ

ה תֵיכֶף וּמִיָּׂד  לָׂ ה וְהַצָׂ הֶם תְשוּעָׂ לוֹ וְלָׂ

ש רַמְבַ . מַמָׂ מִיָּׂד הֵן ", ם"וּבִלְשוֹן הָׂ

לִין ה ז" )נִגְאָׂ (.ה, הִלְכוֹת תְשוּבָׂ

Maimonides’s formulation refers to 

immediate assistance and salvation, not one 

that will occur tomorrow or the next day. 

Think of the analogy of a weighing scale. 

When it is equally balanced, it tilts 

immediately to one side when you add even 

a tiny weight.

The same applies to the analog. The Torah is 

absolute truth, so its analogies are precise in 

every detail. A single good deed inclines us 

and the entire world [immediately] to the 

side of goodness and brings immediate 

assistance and salvation to us and the entire 

world. As Maimonides says elsewhere, “They 

are immediately redeemed” (Mishneh Torah, 

Laws of Repentance 7:5).

TEXT 12B

OPTIONAL



The world is moving closer 

to complete Redemption, 

and you play a vital role. 

Your one mitzvah could 

be all it takes to bring it.

OPTIONAL



In 1967, the Rebbe launched the 

Tefilin campaign, reaching out to 

every Jew, even those distant 

from observance. Its bold 

approach raised concerns about 

performing mitzvot “on the run” 

and without preparation.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 6, p. 272

ה. א יִשְתַדֵל עִם רַבִים מִבְנֵי , אַדְרַבָׂ

מִים אֵל וְרַבוֹת פְעָׂ .יִשְרָׂ

רַמְבַ . ב ש בָׂ הִלְכוֹת  ), ם"פְסַק דִין מְפוֹרָׂ

ה ג ם שֶיִּרְאֶה  ( ד, תְשוּבָׂ דָׂ ל אָׂ רִיךְ כָׂ ״צָׂ

הּ כְאִילוּ חֶצְיוֹ   נָׂה כוּלָׂ ל הַשָׂ עַצְמוֹ כָׂ

ם חֶצְיוֹ  . זַכַאי וְחֶצְיוֹ חַיָּׂיב עוֹלָׂ ל הָׂ וְכֵן כָׂ

ה  . . . זַכַאי וְחֶצְיוֹ חַיָּׂיב  ה מִצְוָׂ שָׂ עָׂ

ל   אַחַת הֲרֵי הִכְרִיעַ אֶת עַצְמוֹ וְאֶת כָׂ

ם כוּלוֹ לְכַף זְכוּת עוֹלָׂ הֶם  , הָׂ רַם לוֹ וְלָׂ וְגָׂ

ה״ לָׂ ה וְהַצָׂ .תְשוּעָׂ

רַמְבַ  יו פְסַק דִין הָׂ לָׂ ם  "וּמִי שֶמְקַבֵל עָׂ

אוֹפֶן הַמַתְאִים  , הַזֶה בֶטַח יִשְתַדֵל בָׂ

ם כוּלוֹ   עוֹלָׂ ל הָׂ ה הַמַכְרִיעַ אֶת כָׂ לַפְעוּלָׂ

ה כוּ׳ לָׂ ה וְהַצָׂ .לְכַף זְכוּת וְגוֹרֶמֶת תְשוּעָׂ

A.  On the contrary, recruit many Jews [to don 

tefilin] many times.

B.  Maimonides records a clear Halachic ruling: “A 

person should always see themself as standing on 

a perfectly balanced scale—half worthy, half 

guilty. And they should see the whole world the 

same way: balanced right on the edge, half 

meritorious and half guilty. . . . If they do one 

good deed, they tip the scale—personally and for 

the entire world—toward merit and bring 

deliverance and salvation.”

Anyone who accepts this ruling will undoubtedly 

make every appropriate effort to [recruit many to] 

perform this one deed that will incline ourselves 

and the world as a whole to the side of goodness 

and cause assistance and salvation, etc.

TEXT 12C



One mitzvah can tip the 

world’s balance, so don’t wait. 

Reach out and help another 

Jew take their next step.

THE REBBE



KEY POINTS

4. This can only happen if we each make our contribution. We are each 

critical to the overall process.

3. When we achieve this goal collectively, the world will reach a state of 

perfection, and Mashiach will come.

1. We are each born to achieve a specific set of tasks that only we can 

achieve.

2. We don’t perform these tasks in isolation. Our tasks are in the context 

of the collective task of the Jewish people to refine the world until it 

becomes a sacred habitat for G-d.

5. Every good deed can be the deed that tips the scales to the good for 

us and for the world at large.
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