M TORAH

STUDIES

One Person. Seriously?
Annoying News for Anyone Hoping to Stay Spiritually Off the Grid



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

KI TETZE

Seventy-four of the Torah's 613
commandments (mitzvot) are in
the parshah of Ki Tetze. These
include the laws of the beautiful
captive, the inheritance rights of
the firstborn, the wayward and
rebellious son, burial and dignity
of the dead, returning a lost
object, sending away a mother

bird before taking her young,
the duty to erect a safety fence
around the roof of one’s home,
and the various forms of kilayim
(forbidden plant and animal
hybrids).

Also recounted are the judicial
procedures and penalties for
adultery, for the rape or
seduction of an unmarried girl,

and for a husband who falsely
accuses his wife of infidelity. The
following cannot marry a person
of Jewish lineage: a mamzer
(someone born from an
adulterous or incestuous
relationship); a male of Moabite
or Ammonite descent; or a first-
or second-generation Edomite
or Egyptian.

Our parshah also includes laws
governing the purity of the
military camp; the prohibition
against turning in an escaped
slave; the duty to pay a worker
on time and to allow anyone
working for you—human or
animal—to “eat on the job"; the
proper treatment of a debtor

and the prohibition against
charging interest on a loan; the
laws of divorce (from which are
also derived many of the laws of
marriage); the penalty of thirty-
nine lashes for transgression of a
Torah prohibition; and the
procedures for yibum ("levirate
marriage”) of the wife of a
deceased man to his childless
brother, or chalitzah (“removing
of the shoe”) in the case that this
brother-in-law does not wish to
marry her.

Ki Tetze concludes with the
obligation to remember “"what
Amalek did to you on the road
on your way out of Egypt.”




QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

When do you feel that you “matter” as a person?

[s it when you’re needed, when you’re successful,
when you’re impactful, when you’re seen, or when
you're simply being good and faithful?



TEXT 1

Deuteronomy 24:14-15
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14. Do not withhold the wages of a poor or destitute hired worker, of
your brothers, or of your strangers who are in your land within your cities.

15. Give him his wage on his day and let not the sun set over it, for he is
poor, and he risks his life for it. This way, he will not cry out to G-d against you,
and you will [not] be sinful.






TEXT 2
Liturgical Formulation W’Jy?_jj ,133:”373 ’jbjWb :JD bnjl WDW

of Maimonides’s
Eleventh Principle of

Jewish Faith ."’.01373 ’j:’}]b

| believe with perfect faith that the blessed Creator
bestows goodness on those who observe His
commandments and punishes those who
transgress His commandments.







TEXT §

Talmud, Eruvin 22a
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked, “What is the meaning of the [word
‘today’ in the] passage, 'That | command you to observe today’
(Deuteronomy 7:11)?

“The commandments must be observed in the present, not in a
future lifetime. The present is for observing the commandments;
the future is for receiving reward.”






QUESTION

How can G-d defer (our

primary) payment until
after our passing?




TEXT 4

Midrash, Shemot
Rabah 30:9
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G-d behaves differently than humans. Humans
might tell others to do something that they don't
do. But G-d is different: what He does, He tells
the Jews to do and observe.
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The Torah's rules aren't just

for us. They reflect G-d and
how He runs the world.
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Rabbi Elazar says, . . . “"Know before Whom
you labor and Who is your employer, for
He will reward you for your labors.”




Just because He's our
Father doesn't mean G-d

can skip payroll rules: He
Is still our employer.



TEXT 6

Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Shulchan
Aruch HaRav, Choshen
Mishpat, Laws of
Borrowing and Hiring,
ch. 12
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Payroll obligation begins when the term of employment ends.
The same rule applies to week laborers, month laborers, or
annual laborers. If the fixed term expires during the day, the
employer must pay by the end of the day. If the fixed term
expires during the night, the employer must pay by the end of
the night.




In Jewish law, workers hired for
longer assignments are

generally paid only upon the
completion of the assignment.




TEXT 7

Rabbi Yaakov ben
Yosef Reischer, /yun
Yaakovto Ein Yaakov,
Eruvin 22a
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Employers do not violate these labor laws until the fixed term of
labor is complete. . ..

Our commitment to G-d extends throughout our lifetime, as it is
written, “Study it day and night” (Joshua 1:8), and “"You are not free
to desist from it” (Mishnah, Avot 2:16) until your passing.



ANSWER

This applies to our work for G-d: we're lifetime
employees. He provides for us in this life to help us do

our duties, but He only pays us when our contract ends
which is in the World to Come.



TEXT 8A

Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of
Repentance 9:2
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The ultimate reward and the final good, which will have no
end or lapse, is life in the World to Come.

In contrast, the messianic age will unfold in this world, with
the world following its natural course, except that
sovereignty will return to Israel.
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Nachmanides, Gate of Garden of Eden. . ..

Reward After this stage, the Mashiach will come. This
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This is what our sages called the World to Come, in
which body and soul will both return, and the soul
will be fixed to the knowledge of G-d as it was in

N2 A7 2 1Ay KT 2Yiva XM
11°7¥ NYT3 P27R WHIM) WD)
Rahtalizkh 07y — T1¥ 132 7232732 the Garden of Eden—the world of souls. It will then
T La3en 02173 mapaa nyvnm ascend to an even higher sphere of comprehension.
DRI ¥ TY YR 050 ovp This state will remain for eternity.




RAMBAM

« The refers to the afterlife when one passes
away.

 First comes this world; then the messianic Era where souls are
resurrected; and finally the World to Come, eternal life in G-d’s

presence.
RAMBAN
e The refers to the messianic era.

 First comes this world, then the Garden of Eden, then the messianic
era, and finally the World to Come with resurrected life on earth.



PHILOSOPHERS

« Reward is only for the soul,
not the body

« Spiritual joy is higher than
physical

Reward comes from body
and soul together

Resurrection of the dead
shows the best of both

worlds



TEXT 8C

Rabbi Menachem

Mendel of Lubavitch,

Derech Mitzvotecha,
p. 14b

According to kabbalah, this

opinion Is correct.




view questions the idea that
G-d rewards in the World to Come, since
that would create a long and unfair wait.

QUESTION

How does G-d violate his own
laws?



TEXT9

Rabbi Shneur

Zalman of Liadi,

Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 37
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The world's perfected state will be reached in the messianic era, when
the dead will be resurrected. This state, in which G-d’s infinite light will
radiate in the physical world, will be achieved by our work and labor
throughout the term of our Exile. ... When we perform G-d's
commandments, we reveal His endless light and draw it down from
above to below until it is integrated into this material world.






TEXT10

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson,

Likutei Sichot 29, p. 140
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According to this, our job as Jews
throughout the generations is bound by a
single contract to transform this world into
a sacred habitat for G-d.

We might broaden this out and say that
we are (not employees but) contractors.
G-d gave us His world so we can repair it
and make it into a home for Him.

This explains why our primary reward
awaits us in the messianic era, especially
after the Resurrection of the Dead. The
reward in that future era will be a
collective payment to all Jews for their
work to make a home for G-d in this
world. We will receive this payment
immediately after completing our task.




G-d gave us a collective
task to make a dwelling
place for Him, and we
will collectively be
rewarded as soon as the
overall task is done.




TEXT 11

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 37
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The Jewish people comprise 600,000 souls,
representing the collective life of this world, for
the world was created for them [to elevate]. The
vitality of the world also comprises 600,000
segments, each of which is assigned to one of
the 600,000 souls. The task of each soul is to
sublimate its respective segment through its
own sublimation to G-d.

[This is achieved] when we use the material
resources of this world to nourish body and soul
for the purpose of serving G-d—for example,
eating, drinking, and the like, or using one's
home and utensils.

These 600,0000 souls are “root souls.” Each root
subdivides into 600,000 sparks, each of which
comprises a single soul.










If even one Chabad
House stops what it’s
doing, the mission
can't be completed.
That’'s how much each
of us matter: every
part counts.




TEXT 12A

Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of
Repentance 3:4
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A person should always see themself as standing
on a perfectly balanced scale—half worthy, half
guilty. And they should see the whole world the
same way: balanced right on the edge, half
meritorious and half guilty.

If they commit even a single sin, they tip the
scale—personally and for the entire world—
toward guilt and bring destruction.

But if they do one good deed, they tip the
scale—personally and for the entire world—
toward merit and bring deliverance and
salvation. As Scripture says, “The righteous are
the foundation of the world” (Proverbs 10:25).
One act of righteousness can tilt the entire world
toward goodness and save it.




You could be the fifty-first percent, the one who tips
the scale because no one else can play your role.



OPTIONAL

TEXT 12B

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, 7orat
Menachem 5744:3,
pp. 168687
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Maimonides's formulation refers to
immediate assistance and salvation, not one
that will occur tomorrow or the next day.
Think of the analogy of a weighing scale.
When it is equally balanced, it tilts
immediately to one side when you add even
a tiny weight.

The same applies to the analog. The Torah is
absolute truth, so its analogies are precise in
every detail. A single good deed inclines us
and the entire world [immediately] to the
side of goodness and brings immediate
assistance and salvation to us and the entire
world. As Maimonides says elsewhere, “They
are immediately redeemed” (Mishneh Torabh,
Laws of Repentance 7:5).




OPTIONAL

The world i1s moving closer
to complete Redemption,
and you play a vital role.
Your could »
be all it takes to bring it.







TEXT12C

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot6, p. 272
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A. On the contrary, recruit many Jews [to don
tefilin] many times.

B. Maimonides records a clear Halachic ruling: “A
person should always see themself as standing on
a perfectly balanced scale—half worthy, half
guilty. And they should see the whole world the
same way: balanced right on the edge, half
meritorious and half guilty. . . . If they do one
good deed, they tip the scale—personally and for
the entire world—toward merit and bring
deliverance and salvation.”

Anyone who accepts this ruling will undoubtedly
make every appropriate effort to [recruit many to]
perform this one deed that will incline ourselves
and the world as a whole to the side of goodness
and cause assistance and salvation, etc.




l:

RebbeDriv




KEY POINTS

1. We are each born to achieve a specific set of tasks that only we can
achieve.

2. We don’t perform these tasks in isolation. Our tasks are in the context
of the collective task of the Jewish people to refine the world until it
becomes a sacred habitat for G-d.

3. When we achieve this goal collectively, the world will reach a state of
perfection, and Mashiach will come.

4. This can only happen if we each make our contribution. We are each
critical to the overall process.

5. Every good deed can be the deed that tips the scales to the good for
us and for the world at large.






	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42

