
Yom Kippur

A Parent’s Love
Why G-d’s Forgiveness Doesn’t Mean We Can Stay the Same



HOLIDAY
OVERVIEW

Yom Kippur is the holiest day of 

the year—the day on which we 

are closest to G-d and to the 

quintessence of our own souls. It 

is the Day of Atonement—”For 

on this day He will forgive you, to 

purify you, that you will be 

cleansed from all your sins 

before G-d” (Leviticus 16:30).

For nearly twenty-six hours—

from several minutes before 

sunset on 9 Tishrei to after 

nightfall on 10 Tishrei—we 

“afflict our souls”: we abstain 

from food and drink, do not 

wash or anoint our bodies, do 

not wear leather footwear, and 

abstain from marital relations.

Before Yom Kippur, we perform 

the kaparot atonement service. 

We request and receive honey 

cake, in acknowledgment that we 

are all recipients in G-d’s world 

and in prayerful hope for a sweet 

and abundant year. We also eat a 

festive meal, immerse in a 

mikveh, and give extra charity. In 

the late afternoon, we eat the 

pre-fast meal, following which 

we bless our children, light a 

memorial candle as well as the 

holiday candles, and go to the 

synagogue for the Kol Nidrei 

service.

In the course of Yom Kippur, we 

hold five prayer services: Maariv, 

with its solemn Kol Nidrei service, 

on the eve of Yom Kippur; 

Shacharit—the morning prayer, 

which includes a reading from 

Leviticus followed by the Yizkor

memorial service; Musaf, which 

includes a detailed account of 

the Yom Kippur Temple service; 

Minchah, which includes the 

reading of the Book of Jonah; 

and Ne’ilah, the “closing of the 

gates” service at sunset. We say 

the al chet confession of sins 

eight times during Yom Kippur 

and recite Psalms during every 

available moment.

Yom Kippur

…



HOLIDAY
OVERVIEW

The day is the most solemn of 

the year, yet an undertone of joy 

suffuses it: a joy that revels in the 

spirituality of the day and 

expresses the confidence that 

G-d will accept our repentance, 

forgive our sins, and seal our 

verdict for a year of life, health, 

and happiness. The closing 

Ne’ilah service climaxes  with the 

resounding cries of “Hear O Israel 

. . . G-d is One.” Then joy erupts 

in song and dance (a Chabad 

custom is to sing the lively 

“Napoleon’s March”), followed by 

a single blast of the shofar, 

followed by the proclamation, 

“Next year in Jerusalem.” We 

then partake of a festive after-

fast meal, making the evening 

after Yom Kippur a yom tov

(festival) in its own right.

Yom Kippur



Did G-d design a broken system that provides 

no incentive for real change? How can we still 

feel a surge of inspiration every year during the 

High Holidays?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION



Isaiah 55:6

רְשׁוּ ה צְאוֹ' דִּ מָּ הְיוֹתוֹ , בְהִּ אֻהוּ בִּ קְרָּ

רוֹב . קָּ

Seek out G-d when He is found; call 

upon Him when He is close.

TEXT 1



Why does the verse repeat the same idea using 

different words, like “seek” and “call” and 

“found” and “close” and what is the difference 

between them?

QUESTION



Rabbi David 
Altschuler, Metzudat
David, ad loc.

לּוֹת שׁוֹנוֹת ר בְמִּ בָּ פַל הַדָּ .כָּ

He repeats himself to articulate the 

same concept in different words.

TEXT 2A



How would you explain the difference between 

being found and being close?

How would you explain the difference between 

seeking and calling?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION



Rabbi Meir Leibush

Wisser, ad loc.

רְשׁוּ״" ֹּא תַעֲזוֹב  : דִּ לּ הֵר שֶׁׁ זָּ ה יֵשׁ לְךָ לִּ לָּּ תְחִּ

ת ה ל' אֶׁ בֵיתְךָ כְלָּ צֵאת מִּ א  . לָּ חְטָּ ֹּא תֶׁ לּ וְהוּא שֶׁׁ

ל ת ה׳. "כְלָּ רְשׁוּ אֶׁ יד", "דִּ מִּ נָּיו תָּ "  בַקְשׁוּ פָּ

ים קה) לִּּ א , (ד, תְהִּ מְצָּ הוּא נִּ ל זְמַן שֶׁׁ כָּ

ם צְלֵיכֶׁ . אֶׁ

ם עַל  תְכֶׁ א מֵאִּ יָּצָּ ם עַד שֶׁׁ אתֶׁ ם חֲטָּ ם גַם אִּ אוּלָּ

ם יָּשׁוּב , יְדֵי חַטֹּאתֵיכֶׁ רְאוֹ שֶׁׁ שְׁתַדְלוּ לְקָּ תִּ

רוֹב ם בְעוֹד הֱיוֹתוֹ קָּ א . אֲלֵיכֶׁ אוֹהֲבוֹ יָּצָּ י שֶׁׁ כְמִּ

ף י אָּ חֳרִּ תוֹ בָּ יו , מֵאִּ יָּשׁוּב אֵלָּ קוֹרְאוֹ שֶׁׁ שֶׁׁ

ף אוֹהֵב, תֵיכֶׁ תְרַחֵק הָּ יִּ ין עַד שֶׁׁ כֵן  . וְאֵינוֹ מַמְתִּ

אתָּ  טָּ ם חָּ ה, אִּ תְשׁוּבָּ ף בִּ ין  , שׁוּב תֵיכֶׁ ֹּא תַמְתִּ וְל

ר חָּ .עַד יוֹם מָּ

אתָּ  טָּ ם חָּ ם גַם אִּ פְשׁוֹעַ  , אוּלָּ רְבֵיתָּ לִּ ם הִּ וְגַם אִּ

תְרַחֵק ה נִּ ק רַב' עַד שֶׁׁ רְחָּ מְךָ מֶׁ קוֹם, מִּ ל מָּ כָּ .מִּ

“Seek”: The first approach is to ensure that you 

never allow G-d to leave your home. [You can 

achieve this by avoiding sin altogether] by 

“seeking G-d” and “looking for Him constantly” 

(Psalms 105:4) so long as He is in your home.

Even if you sin so much that He departs your 

home on account of your sins, call on Him to 

return while He is still close. It is like a beloved 

friend who parts with you in anger: You call for 

them instantly and don’t wait until they’re 

distant. Similarly, if you have sinned, return 

and repent immediately; don’t put it off for 

tomorrow.

However, even if you have sinned many times 

until G-d has distanced Himself from you, call 

Him back nevertheless. 

TEXT 2B



The Repetition Calls Us on Two Levels

Can we find an explanation that is both 

inspiring and fits the plain meaning of the text?

2. Restorative: Even if we sin, we can call to Him, and He will return.

1. Preventative: Don’t sin, because that keeps G-d present.

QUESTION



Maimonides, Mishneh
Torah, Laws of 
Repentance 2:6

ה לְעוֹלָּם ה יָּפָּ קָּ ה וְהַצְעָּ הַתְשׁוּבָּ י שֶׁׁ ה  , אַף עַל פִּ רָּ בַעֲשָּ

ה בְיוֹתֵר יא יָּפָּ ים הִּ פוּרִּ נָּה וְיוֹם הַכִּ בֵין רֹּאשׁ הַשָּ ים שֶׁׁ ,  הַיָּמִּ

יָּד יא מִּ ת הִּ לֶׁ תְקַבֶׁ נֶׁאֱמַר, וּמִּ רְשׁוּ ה", שֶׁׁ צְאוֹ' דִּ מָּ " בְהִּ

(.ו, יְשַׁעְיָּה נה)

Repentance and prayer are always desirable to G-d. That 

said, they’re even more desirable during the ten days from 

Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur. During these days, they’re 

accepted immediately, as Isaiah articulates, “Seek out G-d 

when He is found” (Isaiah 55:6). 

TEXT 3



Usually G-d steps away 

when we sin, but during 

the High Holidays, even 

sinners are close to Him.



Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel of Lubavitch, 
Or HaTorah, Devarim, 
p. 1551

ר" דְבָּ ץ מִּ רֶׁ אֵהוּ בְאֶׁ מְצָּ רוּךְ הוּא  ". יִּ דוֹשׁ בָּ א הַקָּ צָּ ה מָּ יאָּ מְצִּ

אֵל שְרָּ ת יִּ .  אֶׁ

נְיַן  ם יֵשׁ לוֹמַר לְעִּ שָּ רְשׁוּ ה"וּמִּ צְאוֹ' דִּ מָּ ".  בְהִּ

“He will find him in the desolate land” (Deuteronomy 

32:10). It is a find; G-d found the Jew [in a land desolate of 

piety]. 

From this, we can surmise the meaning of “seek out G-d 

when He is found” (Isaiah 55:6).

TEXT 4



Isaiah uses the word found

to show our surprise of 

discovering G-d even after we 

sin, like unexpectedly finding 

a treasure in our own home.



Hosea 11:1
הֲבֵהוּ אֹּ אֵל וָּ שְרָּ י נַעַר יִּ ם  , כִּ צְרַיִּ מִּ וּמִּ

י בְנִּ י לִּ אתִּ רָּ .קָּ

For Israel is young, and I love him; and 

from Egypt I called to My son.

TEXT 5A



Even when we sin, G-d never stops loving us; He just 

doesn’t approve of our behavior.



Our love for a child never 

changes. As infants, it’s 

unconditional; as they 

grow, rules may make it 

feel different, but we 

must remember it’s the 

same child and the same 

unconditional love.



Midrash, Agadat
Bereshit, ch. 5

ֹּא וּרְאֵה .ב

ון יבְוָּ יבוֹ רִּ ים וְרִּ פִּ ף אֲלָּ לֶׁ אֵל אֶׁ שְרָּ ילּוּ הֵן יִּ יד, אֲפִּ א כְבֵן יָּחִּ לָּּ קוֹם אֶׁ פְנֵי הַמָּ ים לִּ , אֵינָּם חֲשׁוּבִּ

יב כְתִּ ם וְגוֹ' ה: "דִּ תְכֶׁ ה אֶׁ רְבָּ ם הִּ ים א"  )'אֱלֹקֵיכֶׁ רִּ יב(. י, דְבָּ ה כְתִּ ם מָּ צְרַיִּ יוּ בְמִּ הָּ ?  וּכְשֶׁׁ

שְׁרְצוּ וְגוֹ" רוּ וַיִּ אֵל פָּ שְרָּ ( . . .ז, שְׁמוֹת א" )'וּבְנֵי יִּ

י ידִּ ד יְחִּ חָּ א כְאֶׁ לָּּ נָּיו אֶׁ יוּ לְפָּ ֹּא הָּ ל אֵלּוּ וְל נֶׁאֱמַר, הֲרֵי כָּ אֵל: "שֶׁׁ שְרָּ י יִּ י בְכוֹרִּ ם ד" )בְנִּ (.כב, שָּׁ

Come and see.

Even thousands upon thousands or hundreds of thousands upon hundreds of thousands 

of Jews are considered before G-d as an only child, as the passage states, “G-d, your G-d, 

increased you [. . . to be as numerous as the stars]” (Deuteronomy 1:10). And of the Jews 

in Egypt, it is written, “And the Children of Israel were fruitful and swarmed” (Exodus 1:7).

Though there are many, they are all to G-d like a single child, as it is written, “My child, 

my firstborn, Israel” (Exodus 4:22).

TEXT 5B



G-d has no favorites, loves us 

all equally, and when He 

thinks of us as His children, 

our behavior ceases to matter, 

as His love is unconditional.



Rabbi Yisrael Baal 
Shem Tov, Keter
Shem Tov, addendum 
#167

י   ערְשְׁטְן ווִּ עם אוֹיְבֶׁ יז טַייֶׁער בַיי דֶׁ יד אִּ ער אִּ יֶׁעדֶׁ

ארְן בַיי   עווָּ ארְן גֶׁ עבָּ יז גֶׁ יד ווָּאס אִּ אַ בֵן יָּחִּ

ם קְנוּתָּ ערְן לְעֵת זִּ לְטֶׁ ער. עֶׁ .אוּן נָּאךְ טַייֶׁערֶׁ

Every Jew is precious to G-d like an only child born 

to parents at an old age. And even more precious.

TEXT 5C



We are like an only child born to elderly parents after years of 

longing for a child.



Midrash, Agadat
Bereshit, ch. 5

ךְ הוּא אוֹמֵר יכָּ י: "לְפִּ בִּ י לְאָּ יתִּ יִּ י בֵן הָּ שְׁלֵי ד" )כִּ הוּא  (. ג, מִּ ם כְשֶׁׁ דָּ ל אָּ בְנוֹ שֶׁׁ כְשֵׁם שֶׁׁ

ן טָּ ינוֹק קָּ ן, תִּ טָּ הוּא קָּ פְנֵי שֶׁׁ יו מִּ לָּ יו מְסַלֵּק עָּ בִּ א אֵין אָּ ם יֶׁחֱטָּ גְדַל  , אִּ ם יִּ ל אִּ אֲבָּ

לּוֹ( פֵירוּשׁ דַעַת)וְיַעֲמוֹד עַל אַקְמֵי  יו, שֶׁׁ לָּ א הוּא מְסַלֵּק עָּ ם יֶׁחֱטָּ . אִּ

אֵל שְרָּ ךְ יִּ גָּה, כָּ שְׁגָּ ין בִּ ילּוּ חוֹטְאִּ ן, אֲפִּ טָּ ינוֹק קָּ הֵן כְתִּ ן שֶׁׁ ה עֲלֵיהֶׁ נֶׁאֱמַר, מַעְלֶׁ י  : "שֶׁׁ כִּ

אוֹהֲבֵהוּ וְגוֹ אֵל וָּ שְרָּ (.א, הוֹשֵׁעַ יא" )'נַעַר יִּ

The Torah says, “I was a son to my father” (Proverbs 4:3). When our infant child 

sins, we don’t abandon them, though when they are older and enter their own 

state of mind, we might expel them from our home if they fall into a pattern of 

crime.

The same applies to Israel. Even if we sin inadvertently, G-d treats us like a tiny 

infant, as the passage states, “For Israel is young, and I love him” (Hosea 11:1).

TEXT 6



As mature adults with obligations, we expect punishment for our sins, but 

G-d greets us with the same unconditional love He showed us as infants, 

making it a truly startling surprise.

If we know G-d loves us so much, why is it surprising to 

“find” Him, why is it so startling that He doesn’t shut us out 

of His home?

QUESTION

ANSWER



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, 
Likutei Sichot 34, p. 202

יף תוּב וּמוֹסִּ יךְ הַכָּ מַמְשִּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רוֹב", וְזֶׁהוּ מָּ הְיוֹתוֹ קָּ אוּהוּ בִּ (.ו, יְשַׁעְיָּה נה" )קְרָּ

יו שׁוּב אֵלָּ צוּי לוֹ וְעוֹזְרוֹ וּמְסַיְיעוֹ לָּ רוּךְ הוּא מָּ דוֹשׁ בָּ הַקָּ ף עַל זֶׁה שֶׁׁ נוֹסָּ ,  שֶׁׁ

רוֹב"הוּא  אֵל" קָּ שְרָּ ישׁ יִּ ל אִּ י, לְכָּ נִּ רוּחָּ בוֹ הָּ דוֹ וּמַצָּ י הַבֵט עַל מַעֲמָּ ן . בְלִּ בְאוֹפֶׁ

רוּךְ הוּא  דוֹשׁ בָּ ל הַקָּ תוֹ שֶׁׁ רְבָּ תוֹ וְקִּ לוּי אַהֲבָּ ן גָּ ישׁ בְאוֹפֶׁ ה מַרְגִּ ים אֵלֶּׁ בְיָּמִּ שֶׁׁ

אֵל שְרָּ .לְיִּ

The prophet thus adds the second clause, “Call upon Him when He is 

close” (Isaiah 55:6). 

In addition to G-d being available to us, helping and assisting us in our 

efforts to return, He is also “close” to every Jew, notwithstanding their 

spiritual station. During these days, G-d ensures that we feel His love and 

closeness in a revealed way.

TEXT 7



The words “call upon Him 

when he is close” show that 

G-d isn’t just present, He 

actively draws us close with 

His love.



Why do we need to seek G-d when we 

already know where He is, or call to Him 

when He is close?

QUESTION



Rabbi David Kimchi, 
Isaiah 55:6

ל לֵב ה בְכָּ ישָּׁ יא דְרִּ .וְזוֹ הִּ

This refers to seeking with all 

our heart.

TEXT 8



G-d’s love awakens in us a natural desire to seek Him. Even 

though He is always near, we still feel an inner yearning to 

come closer to Him. So when we seek G-d, it’s not because we 

don’t know where He is, it’s because we feel a deep inner pull 

to connect with Him.

ANSWER



Rabbi Shneur Zalman of 
Liadi, Tanya, Likutei
Amarim, ch. 46

ם" דָּ אָּ ל הָּ ם אֶׁ דָּ אָּ ים כֵן לֵב הָּ נִּ ים לַפָּ נִּ ם הַפָּ שְׁלֵי כז" )כַמַיִּ (.יט, מִּ

ם  , פֵרוּשׁ ה לוֹ שָּׁ רְאֶׁ ם כֵן נִּ ה בַמַיִּ ם מַרְאֶׁ דָּ אָּ הָּ ים שֶׁׁ נִּ דְמוּת וְצוּרַת הַפָּ כִּ כְמוֹ שֶׁׁ

הּ ה עַצְמָּ הּ צוּרָּ ם אוֹתָּ ישׁ , בַמַיִּ תוֹ לְאִּ ן בְאַהֲבָּ ם הַנֶׁאֱמָּ דָּ אָּ שׁ לֵב הָּ ה מַמָּ כָּ כָּ

הְיוֹת  . אַחֵר יו גַם כֵן לִּ ה בְלֵב חֲבֵרוֹ אֵלָּ ת אַהֲבָּ רֶׁ ה זוֹ מְעוֹרֶׁ אַהֲבָּ הֲרֵי הָּ

זֶׁה ים זֶׁה לָּ נִּ ים נֶׁאֱמָּ .אוֹהֲבִּ

“As waters reflect the face that stares into them, so does the heart reflect 

the heart that loves it” (Proverbs 27:19).

Just like water reflects the face looking into it, it works the same way with 

people’s hearts. When someone is loyal and loving toward a friend, it 

naturally stirs up the same loyalty and love in the other person’s heart—

and the two of them end up becoming devoted, loving friends.

TEXT 9



It’s human nature to respond 

to love with love. But G-d’s 

love defies logic; He welcomes 

us with love even when we sin. 

In response, we naturally 

return that love to Him.



Rabbi Yisroel Glick, 
“Demystifying Yom 
Kippur,”
www.chabad.org

In relationships between parents and children, as rocky as they may get, the 

innate bond will always remain intact, no matter how badly the relationship is in 

tatters. And when everything else falls away, they will be a parent and a child, and 

nothing else will matter.

What is not always so simple is working out how to get everything else to fall 

away.

Yom Kippur is a time when everything else falls away. For the most part, the 

deepest core of the soul doesn’t play an active role in daily life; it stays behind the 

scenes. But Yom Kippur has a body and a soul, too. And the soul of Yom Kippur is 

a portal in time that awakens the core of every soul to shine, bringing each of us 

to a place where the damage we have caused, all those little chips, simply do not 

exist. 

Bringing each of us to a place where we can start afresh and move forward 

joyfully and energetically.

TEXT 10



We’re moved that G-d still wants us and forgives us even when we 

haven’t earned it. On the High Holidays, we reflect on our 

mistakes and experience His closeness, like someone lifting us up 

when we’ve fallen. That love inspires us to improve and draw 

closer to Him.

ANSWER



On Yom Kippur, the 

shofar and Ne’ilah

remind us that G-d wants 

us back. Even a moment 

of feeling His love can 

inspire us, showing that 

we’re seen and held 

despite our flaws.



Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, Tanya, 
Likutei Amarim, ch.
46

תוֹ   ה אַהֲבָּ ב מַרְאֶׁ רָּ דוֹל וָּ ךְ גָּ לֶׁ ם מֶׁ אִּ

בְזֶׁה   דְיוֹט וְנִּ ישׁ הֶׁ ה לְאִּ עֲצוּמָּ ה וְהָּ הַגְדוֹלָּ

ה אַשְׁפָּ ל בָּ ל הַמֻטָּ ים וּמְנוָֻּּ .  וּשְׁפַל אֲנָּשִּׁ

יו   רָּ ל שָּ ם כָּ מְקוֹם כְבוֹדוֹ עִּ יו מִּ וְיוֹרֵד אֵלָּ

ו תוֹ, יַחְדָּ ימוֹ מֵאַשְׁפָּ ימוֹ וּמְרִּ .  וּמְקִּ

ר   דֶׁ ךְ חֶׁ לֶׁ לוֹ הֵיכַל הַמֶׁ יסוֹ לְהֵיכָּ וּמַכְנִּ

ר דֶׁ ים מֵחֶׁ פְנִּ שַר , לִּ ד וָּ בֶׁ ל עֶׁ אֵין כָּ קוֹם שֶׁׁ מָּ

ם כְנָּס לְשָּׁ .נִּ

י   תִּ חוּד וְקֵרוּב אֲמִּ ם בְיִּ מוֹ שָּׁ תְיַחֵד עִּ וּמִּ

שוּק בוּק וְנִּ א  , וְחִּ א בְרוּחָּ תְדַבְקוּת רוּחָּ וְאִּ

שׁ נֶׁפֶׁ ל לֵב וָּ ה  . בְכָּ ה וְכַמָּ עַל אַחַת כַמָּ

ה   ה כְפוּלָּ אַהֲבָּ א הָּ מֵילָּ תְעוֹרֵר מִּ תִּ שֶׁׁ

ים הַזֶׁה   דְיוֹט וּשְׁפַל אֲנָּשִּׁ ת בְלֵב הַהֶׁ לֶׁ וּמְכֻפֶׁ

ךְ לֶׁ שׁ הַמֶׁ ל נֶׁפֶׁ שׁ . אֶׁ שׁ מַמָּ תְקַשְרוּת הַנֶׁפֶׁ בְהִּ

שׁ נֶׁפֶׁ לֵּב וָּ א לְאֵין קֵץ, מִּ בָּ א דְלִּ .מֵעֻמְקָּ

Imagine a powerful king who shows real love to 

someone completely ordinary—someone who’s 

fallen so low he’s lying in the dirt, humiliated and 

forgotten. And then the king himself comes 

down from his palace, with all his entourage, and 

lifts him up. He brings him into the royal palace, 

and not just into the outer halls. He takes him 

into the most private inner chamber, a place 

where no servant, no official, nobody is allowed 

to enter.

And there, the king bonds with him in total 

closeness: embraces, kisses—a connection of 

spirit to spirit, with his whole heart. You can 

imagine what that does to the other person. An 

intense love for the king would rise up in him on 

its own: a deep attachment, coming from the 

very bottom of his heart and soul.

TEXT 11



like the feeling on Yom Kippur when we realize G-d still 

welcomes us despite our imperfections. This awakens loyalty

and a desire to do better.

Seek G-d:

Call to G-d:

going deeper by learning Torah and building a personal 

closeness with Him.



Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, ibid., ch. 37

ה ק הַתוֹרָּ ה, עֵסֶׁ יאָּ לְשׁוֹן קְרִּ קְרֵאת בִּ ,  נִּ

ה ק , פֵרוּשׁ. קוֹרֵא בַתוֹרָּ עַל יְדֵי עֵסֶׁ שֶׁׁ

ה בוֹא , הַתוֹרָּ רוּךְ הוּא לָּ דוֹשׁ בָּ קוֹרֵא לְהַקָּ

בְיָּכוֹל יו כִּ יָּבֹּא . אֵלָּ ם הַקוֹרֵא לַחֲבֵרוֹ שֶׁׁ דָּ כְאָּ

יו יו, אֵלָּ בֹּא אֵלָּ יו לָּ בִּ ן הַקוֹרֵא לְאָּ טָּ ,  וּכְבֵן קָּ

א א חֲדָּ מוֹ בְצַוְתָּ הְיוֹת עִּ נוּ , לִּ מֶׁ רֵד מִּ פָּ ֹּא לִּ וְל

לוֹם י חַס וְשָּׁ ידִּ אֵר יְחִּ שָּ . וְלִּ

תוּב  כָּ רוֹב ה"וְזֶׁהוּ שֶׁׁ ל  ' קָּ יו לְכֹּ ל קוֹרְאָּ לְכָּ

ת אֱמֶׁ אֻהוּ בֶׁ קְרָּ ר יִּ א ". "אֲשֶׁׁ לָּּ ת אֶׁ וְאֵין אֱמֶׁ

ה י" )תוֹרָּ נָּה ג, יְרוּשַׁלְמִּ (.  ח, רֹּאשׁ הַשָּ

רוּךְ הוּא עַל יְדֵי   דוֹשׁ בָּ קוֹרֵא לְהַקָּ דְהַיְנוּ שֶׁׁ

ה .הַתוֹרָּ

ֹּא עַל יְדֵי  –לְאַפוּקֵי  לּ קוֹרֵא אוֹתוֹ שֶׁׁ י שֶׁׁ מִּ

ה ק הַתוֹרָּ ךְ, עֵסֶׁ א צוֹעֵק כָּ לָּּ א: אֶׁ א! אַבָּ !אַבָּ

Torah study is called reading, which in Hebrew 

also means “calling.” This is because when we 

study the Torah, we call G-d to come to us, as it 

were. It is like calling your friend to come to 

you or, more aptly, like a child calling for the 

parent to come to them: to join them and never 

part from them, leaving them alone, G-d forbid.

This is the meaning of the passage, “G-d is 

close to all who call Him, to all who call to Him 

in truth” (Psalms 145:18). “The only truth in this 

world is the Torah” (Jerusalem Talmud, Rosh 

Hashanah 3:8). This means that we call to G-d 

through the Torah.

This stands in contrast to someone who doesn’t 

call to G-d through the Torah but merely 

laments, “Father! Father!”

TEXT 12



The High Holidays aren’t 

just about forgiveness, 

they renew our 

relationship with G-d. 

Being welcomed back 

reminds us He still wants 

us, which motivates us to 

improve and not 

disappoint Him.



KEY POINTS

4. We respond to His loving embrace with a surge of love toward Him because 

love is contagious.

3. We respond to being welcomed into His home with a fierce loyalty to G-d, 

seeking to bond with Him with all our hearts.

1. Throughout the year, G-d treats us as adults whose behavior carries 

consequences. During the High Holidays, He treats us like His beloved 

children. Such love can’t be weakened by our betrayals.

2. He welcomes us into His home on these holy days. Then He brings us into His 

innermost chambers and holds us in His loving embrace.

5. Our long-term objective is to empower ourselves to make good choices 

throughout the year, not just during these holy days.
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