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G-d instructs Noah—the only 

righteous man in a world 

consumed by violence and 

corruption—to build a large 

wooden tevah (“ark”), coated 

within and without with pitch. 

A Great Deluge, says G-d, will 

wipe out all life from the face 

of the earth; but the ark will 

float upon the water, 

sheltering Noah and his family 

as well as two members (male 

and female) of each animal 

species.

Rain falls for forty days and 

nights, and the waters churn 

for 150 more days before 

calming and beginning to 

recede. The ark settles on 

Mount Ararat, and from its 

window Noah dispatches a 

raven, and then a series of 

doves, “to see if the waters 

were abated from the face of 

the earth.” When the ground 

dries completely—exactly one 

solar year (365 days) after the 

onset of the Flood—G-d 

commands Noah to exit the 

tevah and repopulate the 

earth.

Noah builds an altar and 

offers sacrifices to G-d. G-d 

swears to never again destroy 

all of humankind because of 

their deeds, and He sets the 

rainbow as a testimony of His 

new covenant with the human 

race. G-d also commands 

Noah regarding the 

sacredness of life: murder is 

deemed a capital offense, and, 

while people are permitted to 

eat the meat of animals, they 

are forbidden to eat flesh or 

blood taken from a living 

animal.

Noah plants a vineyard and 

becomes drunk on its 

produce. Two of Noah’s sons, 

Shem and Japheth, are 

blessed for covering up their 

father’s nakedness, while his 

third son, Ham, is punished 

for taking advantage of his 

father’s debasement.



How often do you 

compliment people, 

and is it more often 

than you criticize?

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION



Genesis 6:9

יָּה  מִים הָּ יונֹחַ אִישׁ צַדִיק תָּ דֹרֹתָּ ,  בְּ

אֱלֹקִיםאֶת  הַלֶךְ נֹחַ הָּ .הִתְּ

Noah was a righteous man, wholesome 

in his generations; Noah walked with 

G-d.

TEXT 1A



The Torah usually doesn’t praise even its greatest people, but 

with Noah it goes out of its way to emphasize praising him.



Rashi, ad loc.

חוֹ שִׁבְּ ר בְּ כִירוֹ סִפֵּ הִזְּ :  שֶׁנֶאֱמַר, הוֹאִיל וְּ

ה״ כָּ רָּ .״זֵּכֶר צַדִיק לִבְּ

Scripture mentioned him, so it related his 

praise, as it states, “The memory of the 

righteous is for a blessing” (Proverbs 10:7).

TEXT 1B



Rabbi Yehudah Loew, 
Gur Aryeh, ad loc.

אִם תאֹמַר כִיר , וְּ מִים הִזְּ עָּ ה פְּ הֲלאֹ כַמָּ

ם חָּ כִיר שִׁבְּ לאֹ הִזְּ יַעֲקֹב וְּ ם וְּ הָּ רָּ ?אַבְּ

You might ask: Why does the Torah 

mention Abraham and Jacob without 

mentioning their praise?

TEXT 2



The Torah mentions many great 

people without praising them, so 

why is Noah the exception?

QUESTION



The Torah mentions 

Abraham, Jacob, and earlier 

figures like Adam without 

explicit praise, even though 

their greatness is clear.



Genesis 5:24

ךְ חֲנוֹךְ אֶת  הַלֵּ אֱלֹקִיםוַיִתְּ ינֶנוּ , הָּ אֵּ וְּ

קַח אֹתוֹ  .אֱלֹקִיםכִי לָּ

And Enoch walked with G-d; then he 

was no more, for G-d took him.

TEXT 3



Enoch was very holy 

and helped elevate the 

world and lessen the 

Flood’s intensity, yet 

the Torah does not

explicitly praise him.



Genesis 5:27

שִׁשִי שַׁע וְּ תוּשֶׁלַח תֵּ י מְּ מֵּ ל יְּ יוּ כָּ ם  וַיִהְּ

נָּה וַיָּמֹת אוֹת שָּׁ שַׁע מֵּ נָּה וּתְּ .שָּׁ

And all the days of Methuselah were 

969 years, and he died. 

TEXT 4A



Methuselah, the 

oldest person in the 

Torah, lived 969 

years, even longer 

than Adam and Noah, 

showing great merit.



Genesis 7:4

רֶץ   אָּ טִיר עַל הָּ נֹכִי מַמְּ ה אָּ עָּ יָּמִים עוֹד שִׁבְּ כִי לְּ

ה לָּ יְּ עִים לָּ בָּ אַרְּ עִים יוֹם וְּ בָּ ל , אַרְּ חִיתִי אֶת כָּ וּמָּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ נֵּי הָּ עַל פְּ שִיתִי מֵּ קוּם אֲשֶׁר עָּ .הַיְּ

For in another seven days I will cause rain to fall 

upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, and 

I will blot out all the beings I made, off the face of 

the planet.

TEXT 4B



ANSWER

Because the Flood was meant to begin right away, but it 

was delayed for seven days for Methuselah, the one 

remaining righteous person, so that he could pass away 

and be properly mourned.

QUESTION

Why did G-d give Noah exactly seven 

days of warning before the Flood?



Rashi, ad loc.

תוּשֶׁלַח הַצַדִיק לוֹ שֶׁל מְּ י אֶבְּ מֵּ לוּ שֶׁבַע יְּ ,  אֵּ

ב אֶת   עִכֵּ בוֹדוֹ וְּ רוּךְ הוּא עַל כְּ דוֹשׁ בָּ ס הַקָּ שֶׁחָּ

נוּת עָּ רְּ .הַפֻּ

These are the seven days of mourning for 

Methuselah, for G-d protected his honor 

and delayed the punishment.

TEXT 4C



Despite Methuselah’s 

righteousness, the Torah 

does not praise him.



Genesis 7:1

ךָ אֶל  יתְּ ל בֵּ כָּ ה וְּ נֹחַ באֹ אַתָּ וַיאֹמֶר ה׳ לְּ

ה בָּ נַי בַדוֹר  , הַתֵּ פָּ אִיתִי צַדִיק לְּ ךָ רָּ כִי אֹתְּ

.הַזֶה

And G-d said to Noah, “Come, you and all 

your household, into the ark, for I have seen 

you righteous before Me in this 

generation.”

TEXT 5



QUESTIONS

1. If the Torah is usually sparing with 

praise, why is Noah praised repeatedly?

2. Why does the Torah wait until the Flood 

story to praise him, instead of doing so when 

he was first mentioned in the previous Torah 

portion?



Rashi, Genesis 6:9

יו״ דֹרֹתָּ נַאי. ״בְּ שִׁים אוֹתוֹ לִגְּ פִי  , יֵּשׁ שֶׁדוֹרְּ לְּ

ם   הָּ רָּ דוֹרוֹ שֶׁל אַבְּ יָּה בְּ אִלוּ הָּ יָּה צַדִיק וְּ דוֹרוֹ הָּ

לוּם ב לִכְּ שָּׁ יָּה נֶחְּ .לאֹ הָּ

“In his generations”: Some offered a derogatory 

interpretation: Noah was righteous but only relative 

to his generation. Had he been in Abraham’s 

generation, he would not have been considered of 

any importance.

TEXT 6



We might think Noah was the most righteous man.

The Torah says “righteous in his generation” to show 

that, in a time full of corrupt people, he stood out.



Rabbi Moshe Alshich, 
Torat Moshe, Genesis 
6:9

אֱלֹקִים״אֶת  ךְ״הָּ הַלֵּ ה, הִתְּ שׁוּבָּ ן בִתְּ הַחֲזִירָּ אֲנָּשִׁים לְּ לאֹ עִם הָּ ל . וְּ רַק כָּ

יָּה מִמֶנוּ אֶל  רוּתוֹ הָּ אֱלֹקִיםכַשְּׁ בַד הָּ נָּיו . . . בִלְּ ם פָּ ישִׁירשֶׁלאֹ שָּ הַיְּ אֶת לְּ

שׁוֹת רַבוֹת פָּ ת לַעֲשוֹת נְּ ה. הַזוּלָּ עָּ רָּ ם הָּ כָּ ם מִדַרְּ הַשִיבָּ קוֹ  . אוֹ לְּ ל צִדְּ כִי כָּ

יָּה רַק מִמֶנוּ לַה׳  בַדוֹ. . . לאֹ הָּ מוֹ לְּ וֹן רַק אֶת עַצְּ עָּ שִׁיב מֵּ .כִי לאֹ הֵּ

“Noah walked with G-d”: But not with the people: he did not work to 

inspire them to teshuvah. Instead, all his uprightness was directed 

from himself toward G-d. . . . He never turned his attention to guiding 

others or to saving many souls, nor to returning them from their evil 

path. All his righteousness was only between himself and G-d. . . . He 

only turned himself back from sin, not anyone else.

TEXT 7



Noah was a “tzadik in a fur 

coat”: righteous, but focused 

on saving himself and his 

family, not on guiding others.



NOAH MOSES

title: tzadik title: Egyptian man

demoted to man 

of the earth

ascended to 

man of G-d

He only cared for himself. He cared for others.



Rabbi Meir Simchah
Hakohen of Dvinsk, 
Meshech Chochmah, 
Genesis 9:20

שׁ רָּ בִיב מֹשֶׁה מִנֹחַ : בַמִדְּ נֹחַ  . חָּ

א  רָּ א , "אִישׁ צַדִיק"מִשֶנִקְּ רָּ נִקְּ

ה" מָּ אֲדָּ א  ; "אִישׁ הָּ רָּ מֹשֶׁה מִשֶנִקְּ

רִי" א , "אִישׁ מִצְּ רָּ אִישׁ  "נִקְּ

".אֱלֹקִים

יָּן עִנְּ כִים בַעֲבוֹדַת  , הָּ רָּ י דְּ נֵּ יֵּשׁ שְּׁ דְּ

רַךְ בָּ ם יִתְּ ד מִי . הַשֵּ דֶרֶךְ אֶחָּ

רַךְ   בָּ תוֹ יִתְּ מוֹ לַעֲבוֹדָּ ד עַצְּ יַיחֵּ שֶׁמְּ

ד בוֹדֵּ י , וּמִתְּ כֵּ רְּ צָּ ק בְּ יֵּשׁ מִי שֶׁעוֹסֵּ וְּ

ל   לָּ בִיל הַכְּ מוֹ בִשְּׁ ל עַצְּ בַטֵּ צִבוּר וּמְּ

ם שׁוֹ עֲבוּרָּ קִיר נַפְּ .וּמַפְּ

ג   פִי הַמוּשָּ יוֹת לְּ רִיךְ לִהְּ ן צָּ אִם כֵּ

ה   לָּ ד יַעֲלֶה מַעְּ בוֹדֵּ שֶׁזֶה שֶׁמִתְּ

ה לָּ זֶה יָּרַד , מַעְּ תוֹוְּ יגָּ רֵּ . . . מִמַדְּ

The Midrash says: Moses was more beloved than 

Noah. Noah started out “a righteous man,” but later 

he’s called “a man of the earth.” Moses is first “an 

Egyptian man” and later “a man of G-d.”

Here’s the idea. People serve G-d in two very 

different ways. One person separates him- or herself 

and focuses on spiritual work in isolation. Another 

throws themself into the needs of the community, 

setting aside their own spiritual comfort, even 

putting themself on the line for the sake of the 

public.

Logic would suggest that the one who withdraws 

and serves G-d in seclusion should keep rising 

higher and higher, while the one involved in 

communal affairs should lose spiritual ground. . . .

…

TEXT 8



Rabbi Meir Simchah
Hakohen of Dvinsk, 
Meshech Chochmah, 
Genesis 9:20

ל זאֹת כָּ ד  , וּבְּ בוֹדֵּ אנוּ שֶׁנֹחַ הִתְּ צָּ מָּ

י דוֹרוֹ  נֵּ לאֹ הוֹכִיחַ אֶת בְּ ל . . . וְּ כָּ בְּ

א , זאֹת רָּ ,  "אִישׁ צַדִיק"אַחַר שֶׁנִקְּ

א  רָּ נִקְּ תוֹ וְּ גָּ רֵּ אִישׁ  "יָּרַד מִמַדְּ

ה מָּ אֲדָּ א ". הָּ רָּ אִישׁ  "וּמֹשֶׁה נִקְּ

רִי לוֹת " מִצְּ רַח לִגְּ שֶׁזֶה  —שֶׁהוּכְּ

חִיתוּת בַנֶפֶשׁ  הוֹאִיל  —מוֹרֶה פְּ

ל בַהֲרִיגַת   אֵּ רָּ מוֹ עַל יִשְּ סַר עַצְּ וּמָּ

א  רָּ רִי נִקְּ ,  "אֱלֹקִיםאִישׁ "מִצְּ

ה   מוּת מָּ לֵּ לִית הַשְּ תַכְּ שֶׁהִגִיעַ לְּ

הַשִיג ם לְּ דָּ אָּ .שֶׁיוּכַל הָּ

But we see the reverse. Noah kept to himself and 

didn’t rebuke the people of his generation. Even 

though the Torah first calls him “a righteous man,” 

he later drops to the level of “a man of the earth.” 

Moses, on the other hand, begins as “an Egyptian 

man”—a label tied to exile and spiritual lowliness. 

Yet because he gives himself up for the sake of 

Israel and even risks everything by striking the 

Egyptian, he rises to be called “a man of G-d,” 

reaching the highest level a human being can attain.

TEXT 8



So if that’s the case, why does Noah still receive 

such strong praise in the Torah, and why 

emphasize the praise at the moment his flaws 

are most exposed?

QUESTION



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 5, p. 282

אךְ אַ אִיד קֶען טווִי טַענֶהןדָּ אַז עֶר  אִיםמֶען זָּאגְּ

נֶעןזִיךְזָּאל לֶערְּ פְּ ?. . . נֹחַ׳ןפוּן אָּ

אךְ אִיזנֹחַ  מִיםגֶעווֶעןדָּ אוּן אֲפִילוּ אִין  . אַ צַדִיק תָּ

ן אוֹיב , אַ צַדִיקגֶעווֶעןעֶר אִיזזַיִין דוֹר  ל שֶׁכֵּ וּמִכָּ

טעֶר  ןאִין אַ גֶעווֶעןווָּאלְּ עֶר אִיז. דוֹרבֶעסֶערְּ

אךְ  נַאםאַן גֶעווֶעןדָּ סְּ זִיךְעֶר קֶעןווִי אִיז. אוֹיְּ

ן יכְּ לַיְּ פוּן דִי  רַאטֶעווֶעןזִיךְעֶר קֶעןווִי ? נֹחַ׳ןצוּ גְּ

? מַיִם הַזֵּדוֹנִים

טדֶערִיבֶער ה זָּאגְּ יו"דִי תוֹרָּ דוֹרוֹתָּ נַאי, "בְּ אַז , לִגְּ

מִים מֶער נִיט ווִי גֶעווֶעןאִיז נֹחַ אוֹיךְ אַ צַדִיק תָּ

יו דוֹרוֹתָּ ב . בְּ שָּׁ יָּה נֶחְּ ם לאֹ הָּ הָּ רָּ דוֹרוֹ שֶׁל אַבְּ אוּן בְּ

לוּם . לִכְּ

אאוּן דִי  גָּ , אִים בַיי אוֹיךְשַׁיָּיךְ אִיזפוּן צַדִיק דַרְּ

ן הַלָּ דִלְּ א. כְּ ילָּ מֵּ נֶעןזִיךְעֶר קֶעןבְּ לֶערְּ פְּ .נֹחַ׳ןפוּן אָּ

A Jew might argue: How can we be 

expected to learn from Noah . . . ?

Noah was perfectly righteous. He was even 

considered righteous in his generation; all 

the more so had he lived in a better 

generation. He was an exception. How can 

we compare ourselves to him? How can we 

save ourselves from the raging waters?

Therefore, the Torah says “in his 

generations” in a derogatory sense. Even 

Noah was only perfectly righteous relative 

to his generation. In Abraham’s generation, 

he would have been considered of no 

account. 

This is a level of righteousness to which we 

can all relate; we can therefore learn from 

Noah. 

TEXT 9



Noah wasn’t extraordinary; he was just an ordinary person who 

stayed firm in a corrupt world, did what was right, built the ark, 

and saved life. The Torah highlights him to show that you don’t 

have to be special to do what’s right.

ANSWER



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, ibid., 
p. 45

ת מֶען  עֵּ טבְּ ןרֶעדְּ סווֶעגְּ אט יֶענֶעמְּ גגוּטֶעאַ וַודַאי אַ עֶסטוֹב אוּן שֶׁבַח הָּ קוּנְּ ףווִירְּ אוֹיְּ

טווָּאסדֶעם בְּ ׳לוֹיְּ אאוּן . אִיםמְּ ילָּ מֵּ האִיםעֶסגִיטבְּ ין עֲבוֹדָּ סִיוּעַ אִין זַיְּ מֶען . אַ חִיזוּק וְּ

ט גְּ רֶענְּ סבְּ ן'גִילוּיאִין אַ אַרוֹיְּ רוּקדִיק'פוֹעַלאוּן דִיקְּ דְּ ין טוֹב אוּן אוֹיסְּ ינֶעזַיְּ .מַעֲלוֹתזַיְּ

עַ אַ שֶׁבַח עֶסאִיזאַזוֹי נוֹגֵּ ןווָּאסאֲפִילוּ בְּ שְּׁ טְּ ינֶעןמֶענְּ חַ זַיְּ שַׁבֵּ ה . מְּ כַמָּ ה וְּ אוּן עַל אַחַת כַמָּ

חִים פוּן  בָּ ןדֶעםבַיי שְּׁ טְּ שְּׁ בֶערְּ יִחוּד אַז . אוֹיְּ ייֶעןזֵּייאוּן בְּ טֵּ השְּׁ ירוּשׁ אִין תוֹרָּ פֵּ .  בְּ

When we speak of another person’s goodness and praise them, it certainly has a 

positive effect on the one being praised. Consequently, it gives them strength and 

support in their Divine service. Our words trigger—in a revealed and effective 

manner—this person’s goodness and virtues.

This is so even regarding praise offered by human beings. How much more so 

when the praise comes from the Almighty, and especially when it’s stated explicitly 

in the Torah.

TEXT 10



ANSWER 1

G-d’s praise of Noah wasn’t just a compliment: It gave him 

strength. Being called righteous and capable gave him confidence 

to face a corrupt world, build the ark, and complete his mission.



Rashi, 
Deuteronomy 
32:48

גוֹ׳״" א נֹחַ וְּ עֶצֶם הַיוֹם הַזֶה בָּ אִית אוֹרוֹ שֶׁל יוֹם, בְּ מַרְּ .בְּ

רִים נֵּי דוֹרוֹ אוֹמְּ יוּ בְּ פִי שֶׁהָּ נוּ , לְּ ךְ אִם אָּ כָּ ךְ וְּ כָּ גִישִׁין״בְּ נוּ , בוֹמַרְּ ין אָּ נֵּס  מַנִיחִיןאֵּ אוֹתוֹ לִכָּ

ה בָּ נוּ . בַתֵּ א אָּ לאֹ עוֹד אֶלָּ לִיןוְּ דֻּמוֹתכַשִילִין נוֹטְּ קַרְּ עִיןוְּ בַקְּ האֶת וּמְּ בָּ . ״הַתֵּ

רוּךְ הוּא דוֹשׁ בָּ מַר הַקָּ יָּדוֹ : אָּ ל מִי שֶׁיֵּשׁ בְּ כָּ נִיסוֹ בַחֲצִי הַיוֹם וְּ ינִי מַכְּ חוֹת יָּבאֹ  כֹחַ ״הֲרֵּ  לִמְּ

חֶה״ יִמְּ .וְּ

[Regarding Noah, it is written] “Noah entered [the ark] in the midst of that day” 

(Genesis 7:13), which means in broad daylight.

[Why did G-d instruct him to enter the ark in broad daylight?] Because the people 

of his generation said, “If we observe him entering the ark, we will not let him 

enter. Not only that, but we will also take clubs and axes and splinter the ark.”

G-d said, “I will bring him in at midday, and whoever has the power to protest, let 

them come and protest.”
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When building and entering the ark, Noah faced mockery and 

pressure from the society around him. G-d praised Noah on 

these occasions to give him courage and strength to withstand 

the world and carry out his task.

ANSWER 2



OPTIONAL

We see from Moses that he 

lost the chance to enter Israel, 

not only for hitting the rock 

but also for speaking in anger.



Midrash, Pesikta
DeRav Kahana, 
chapter 14

ל״ “ אֵּ רָּ נֵּי יִשְּ ם אֶל בְּ צַוֵּּ מוֹת ו)וַיְּ , שְּׁ

(.יג

ה צִוָּּם ?מָּ

הֶם מַר לָּ נַי : אָּ בָּ רוּ לְּ אַל תִקְּ

. ״מוֹרִים״

ה רִיבָּ י מְּ נִיטוּ עַל מֵּ ן שֶׁהִקְּ יוָּ כֵּ מַר , וְּ אָּ

ל אֵּ רָּ יִשְּ עוּ נָּא : מֹשֶׁה לְּ ״שִׁמְּ

ר כ)הַמוֹרִים״  בָּ הֶם (. י, בַמִדְּ מַר לָּ אָּ

רוּךְ הוּא דוֹשׁ בָּ יִיתִי : הַקָּ מִי הָּ ל עַצְּ כָּ

נַי מוֹרִים בָּ רוּ לְּ כֶם אַל תִקְּ צַוֶּה אֶתְּ ,  מְּ

נַי מוֹרִים בָּ אַתֶם קוֹרִים לְּ . . .? וְּ

ן  כֵּ בִיאוּ״ . . . ״לָּ ם)לאֹ תָּ (.יב, שָּׁ

“And G-d commanded Moses and Aaron 

concerning the Children of Israel” (Exodus 6:13).

What did G-d command them? 

He said to them, “Never call My children 

rebels.” 

When the Jews provoked Moses during the 

“waters of conflict” episode, Moses said to 

Israel, “Hear now, you rebels” (Numbers 20:10). 

G-d said to them, “All this time I have 

commanded you not to call My children rebels, 

and now you went ahead and called them 

rebels? . . .

“Therefore, . . . you will not bring [them in]” 

(Numbers 20:12).
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OPTIONAL

A true leader doesn’t 

put people down, even 

in frustration: a leader 

lifts others up.



Words have power. Criticism 

magnifies mistakes, but praise 

builds people up. With children 

especially, encouragement can 

change everything: they start to 

believe in themselves and rise.



The Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, 
correspondence, 
“Days of Chanukah,”
5721  (1960)

י הַחֲסִידוּת בֵּ כִתְּ ה גַם בְּ שָּׁ גָּ הַדְּ ה בְּ ה אַחַת נוֹסֶפֶת הַמוֹפִיעָּ קוּדָּ הוֹסִיף נְּ צוֹנִי לְּ ת  . בִרְּ עֵּ הִיא שֶׁבְּ וְּ

דִים לָּ ה שֶׁל חוֹסֶר  , שֶׁמוֹכִיחִים יְּ חוּשָּׁ ר בַיֶלֶד תְּ עוֹרֵּ ר שֶׁלאֹ לְּ הִיזָּהֵּ עַל הַהוֹרֶה אוֹ הַמוֹרֶה לְּ

ה לִילָּ רוֹת. אוֹנִים אוֹ יֵּיאוּשׁ חָּ מִילִים אֲחֵּ מוֹ , בְּ אִילוּ הוּא עַצְּ ל רוֹשֶׁם כְּ קַבֵּ סוּר שֶׁהַיֶלֶד יְּ אָּ

בוּד  כִי הַכוֹל אָּ אוּי וְּ ינוֹ רָּ כוּאֵּ עוֹלֶה עַל רוּחוֹ, ׳וְּ ל הָּ כָּ שִׁיךְ לַעֲשוֹת כְּ הַמְּ ךְ הוּא יָּכוֹל לְּ פִיכָּ .  וּלְּ

יפֶךְ הֵּ דִים , לְּ עוֹמְּ יִים הָּ שָּׁ ר עַל הַקְּ גַבֵּ הִתְּ ל לְּ סוּגָּ ה שֶׁל הַיֶלֶד שֶׁהוּא מְּ שָּׁ גָּ ד אֶת הַהַרְּ עוֹדֵּ יֵּשׁ לְּ

חִישׁוּת צוֹן וּנְּ רַת כוֹחַ רָּ עֶזְּ נָּיו בְּ פָּ .בְּ

I would like to add a point that’s also emphasized in Chasidic writings. When 

rebuking children, a parent or teacher must be careful not to leave the child feeling 

helpless or in despair, G-d forbid. In other words, children should never be made to 

feel that they are unworthy and beyond hope, for which reason they may as well 

continue doing whatever they desire. 

On the contrary, one should encourage children to feel capable of overcoming 

their difficulties with willpower and determination.
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KEY POINTS

4. Noah was empowered to rise to extraordinary heights because G-d 

complimented him. 

3. Knowing that he was ordinary enables us to learn from him. If Noah, an 

ordinary person, could resist peer pressure and remain righteous in a 

generation of wicked people, so can we.

1. The Torah goes out of its way to call Noah a righteous person. No one else in 

the Torah was given this accolade.

2. At the same time, the Torah also informs us that the righteous Noah was an 

ordinary person.

5. When we compliment others, especially children, we accentuate and reveal 

their strengths in ways they cannot do on their own.
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