M TORAH

STUDIES

The Man G-d Praised
Why Ordinary People Sometimes Need Extraordinary Word's



PARSHAH
OVERVIEW

Noach

G-d instructs Noah—the only
righteous man in a world
consumed by violence and
corruption—to build a large
wooden tevah (“ark”), coated
within and without with pitch.
A Great Deluge, says G-d, will
wipe out all life from the face
of the earth; but the ark will
float upon the water,
sheltering Noah and his family
as well as two members (male
and female) of each animal
species.

Rain falls for forty days and
nights, and the waters churn
for 150 more days before
calming and beginning to
recede. The ark settles on

Mount Ararat, and from its
window Noah dispatches a
raven, and then a series of
doves, “to see if the waters
were abated from the face of
the earth.” When the ground
dries completely—exactly one
solar year (365 days) after the
onset of the Flood—G-d
commands Noah to exit the
tevah and repopulate the
earth.

Noah builds an altar and
offers sacrifices to G-d. G-d
swears to never again destroy
all of humankind because of
their deeds, and He sets the
rainbow as a testimony of His
new covenant with the human

race. G-d also commands
Noah regarding the
sacredness of life: murder is
deemed a capital offense, and,
while people are permitted to
eat the meat of animals, they
are forbidden to eat flesh or
blood taken from a living
animal.

Noah plants a vineyard and
becomes drunk on its
produce. Two of Noah's sons,
Shem and Japheth, are
blessed for covering up their
father's nakedness, while his
third son, Ham, is punished
for taking advantage of his
father's debasement.




QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

How often do you
compliment people,
and is it more often
than you criticize?
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Noah was a righteous man, wholesome
In his generations; Noah walked with

G-d.




The Torah usually doesn’t praise even its greatest people, but
with Noah it goes out of its way to emphasize praising him.

)
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Rashi, ad loc.

Scripture mentioned him, so it related his
praise, as it states, “The memory of the
righteous is for a blessing” (Proverbs 10:7).
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You might ask: Why does the Torah
mention Abraham and Jacob without
mentioning their praise?




QUESTION

The Torah mentions many great
people without praising them, so
why is Noah the exception?



The Torah mentions
Abraham, Jacob, and earlier
figures like Adam without
explicit praise, even though
their greatness is clear.
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And Enoch walked with G-d; then he
was no more, for G-d took him.




Enoch was very holy
and helped elevate the
world and lessen the
Flood’s intensity, yet
the Torah does not
explicitly praise him.
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And all the days of Methuselah were
969 years, and he died.




Methuselah, the
oldest person in the
Torah, lived 969
years, even longer
than Adam and Noah,
showing great merit.




TEXT 4B

Genesis 7:4
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For in another seven days | will cause rain to fall
upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, and
| will blot out all the beings | made, off the face of

the planet.



QUESTION

Why did G-d give Noah exactly seven
days of warning before the Flood?

ANSWER

Because the Flood was meant to begin right away, but it
was delayed for seven days for Methuselah, the one

remaining righteous person, so that he could pass away
and be properly mourned.



TEXT 4C

Rashi, ad loc.
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These are the seven days of mourning for
Methuselah, for G-d protected his honor
and delayed the punishment.
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And G-d said to Noah, “Come, you and all
your household, into the ark, for | have seen
you righteous before Me In this
generation.”




QUESTIONS

1. If the Torah is usually sparing with
praise, why is Noah praised repeatedly?

2. Why does the Torah wait until the Flood
story to praise him, instead of doing so when
he was first mentioned in the previous Torah
portion?
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“In his generations”

: Some offered a derogatory

Interpretation: Noah was righteous but only relative

to his generation. H

ad he been in Abraham'’s

generation, he wou
any importance.

d not have been considered of




We might think Noah was the most righteous man.

The Torah says “righteous in his generation” to show
that, in a time full of corrupt people, he stood out.
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6:9

“Noah walked with G-d": But not with the people: he did not work to
inspire them to teshuvah. Instead, all his uprightness was directed
from himself toward G-d. ... He never turned his attention to guiding
others or to saving many souls, nor to returning them from their evil
path. All his righteousness was only between himself and G-d. ... He
only turned himself back from sin, not anyone else.




Noah was a “tzadik in a fur
coat”: righteous, but focused
on saving himself and his
family, not on guiding others.




title: tzadik

!

demoted to man
of the earth

!

He only cared for himself.

title: Egyptian man

!

ascended to
man of G-d

!

He cared for others.



TEXT 8

Rabbi Meir Simchah
Hakohen of Dvinsk,
Meshech Chochmah,
Genesis 9:20
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The Midrash says: Moses was more beloved than
Noah. Noah started out “a righteous man,” but later
he's called “a man of the earth.” Moses is first “an
Egyptian man” and later “a man of G-d.”

Here's the idea. People serve G-d in two very
different ways. One person separates him- or herself
and focuses on spiritual work in isolation. Another
throws themself into the needs of the community,
setting aside their own spiritual comfort, even
putting themself on the line for the sake of the
public.

Logic would suggest that the one who withdraws
and serves G-d in seclusion should keep rising
higher and higher, while the one involved in
communal affairs should lose spiritual ground. . . .




TEXT 8

Rabbi Meir Simchah
Hakohen of Dvinsk,
Meshech Chochmah,
Genesis 9:20
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But we see the reverse. Noah kept to himself and
didn’t rebuke the people of his generation. Even
though the Torah first calls him “a righteous man,”
he later drops to the level of “a man of the earth.”
Moses, on the other hand, begins as “an Egyptian
man"—a label tied to exile and spiritual lowliness.
Yet because he gives himself up for the sake of
Israel and even risks everything by striking the
Egyptian, he rises to be called “a man of G-d,”
reaching the highest level a human being can attain.




So if that’s the case, why does Noah still receive
such strong praise in the Torah, and why
emphasize the praise at the moment his flaws
are most exposed?



TEXT9

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot5, p. 282
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A Jew might argue: How can we be
expected to learn from Noah .. .?

Noah was perfectly righteous. He was even
considered righteous in his generation; all
the more so had he lived in a better
generation. He was an exception. How can
we compare ourselves to him? How can we
save ourselves from the raging waters?

Therefore, the Torah says “in his
generations” in a derogatory sense. Even
Noah was only perfectly righteous relative
to his generation. In Abraham'’s generation,
he would have been considered of no
account.

This is a level of righteousness to which we
can all relate; we can therefore learn from
Noah.




Noah wasn't extraordinary; he was just an ordinary person who
stayed firm in a corrupt world, did what was right, built the ark,
and saved life. The Torah highlights him to show that you don't
have to be special to do what's right.



TEXT10

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid.,
p. 45
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When we speak of another person’s goodness and praise them, it certainly has a
positive effect on the one being praised. Consequently, it gives them strength and
support in their Divine service. Our words trigger—in a revealed and effective
manner—this person’s goodness and virtues.

This is so even regarding praise offered by human beings. How much more so
when the praise comes from the Almighty, and especially when it's stated explicitly
in the Torah.




ANSWER 1

G-d’s praise of Noah wasn't just a compliment: It gave him
strength. Being called righteous and capable gave him confidence
to face a corrupt world, build the ark, and complete his mission.



TEXT 11

Rashi,
Deuteronomy
32:48
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[Regarding Noah, it is written] “Noah entered [the ark] in the midst of that day”
(Genesis 7:13), which means in broad daylight.

[Why did G-d instruct him to enter the ark in broad daylight?] Because the people
of his generation said, “If we observe him entering the ark, we will not let him
enter. Not only that, but we will also take clubs and axes and splinter the ark.”

G-d said, “I will bring him in at midday, and whoever has the power to protest, let
them come and protest.”



When building and entering the ark, Noah faced mockery and
pressure from the society around him. G-d praised Noah on
these occasions to give him courage and strength to withstand
the world and carry out his task.



OPTIONAL

We see from Moses that he
lost the chance to enter Israel,
not only for hitting the rock
but also for speaking in anger.




OPTIONAL

TEXT 12

Midrash, Pesikta
DeRav Kahana,
chapter 14
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“And G-d commanded Moses and Aaron
concerning the Children of Israel” (Exodus 6:13).

What did G-d command them?

He said to them, “Never call My children
rebels.”

When the Jews provoked Moses during the
"waters of conflict” episode, Moses said to
Israel, "Hear now, you rebels” (Numbers 20:10).
G-d said to them, “All this time | have
commanded you not to call My children rebels,
and now you went ahead and called them
rebels? . ..

"Therefore, . .. you will not bring [them in]”
(Numbers 20:12).







Words have power. Criticism
magnifies mistakes, but praise
builds people up. With children
especially, encouragement can
change everything: they start to
believe in themselves and rise.



TEXT 13

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel
Schneerson,
correspondence,

“Days of Chanukah,”

5721 (1960)
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| would like to add a point that's also emphasized in Chasidic writings. When
rebuking children, a parent or teacher must be careful not to leave the child feeling
helpless or in despair, G-d forbid. In other words, children should never be made to
feel that they are unworthy and beyond hope, for which reason they may as well
continue doing whatever they desire.

On the contrary, one should encourage children to feel capable of overcoming
their difficulties with willpower and determination.



KEY POINTS

1. The Torah goes out of its way to call Noah a righteous person. No one else in
the Torah was given this accolade.

2. At the same time, the Torah also informs us that the righteous Noah was an
ordinary person.

3. Knowing that he was ordinary enables us to learn from him. If Noah, an
ordinary person, could resist peer pressure and remain righteous in a
generation of wicked people, so can we.

4. Noah was empowered to rise to extraordinary heights because G-d
complimented him.

5. When we compliment others, especially children, we accentuate and reveal
their strengths in ways they cannot do on their own.
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